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THE BELIEVING 
MAN IS 

BLESSED 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 
(Jeremiah 17:7) 

Men are justified by faith (Rom 3:28; Gal 2:16). Men 
obtain the approval of  God by faith (Heb 11:2, 39). It 
is by faith that we overcome the world (1 Jn 5:4). 
However, faith is not simply a ticket that gets us into 
heaven. Faith is a present commodity afforded to us by 
God to enable us to navigate the trials of  this life and 
in the end stand before Him without spot, wrinkle or 
any such thing. It is faith that grants us access to the 
provisions of  God (Rom 5:2). So, faith has a very 
present work in men - it has utility. We WALK by faith 

(2 Cor 5:7). This is what is meant here by trusting in the Lord.  

We not only trust in the Lord to forgive us our sins and keep our souls; we also trust in the Lord for our daily bread, shelter, 
patience, peace, a quiet and tranquil life etc. The mundane activities that are resident in this present world are not entirely 
separated from our spiritual life. In fact, they are altogether the reason why we are left here with spiritual life. We are given 
daily opportunities to display what a citizen of  heaven looks like in the present evil world. Living by faith looks like a light 
shining in a dark place. The light emanating from believers is from God and it brings glory to God. From their perspective 
they are simply trusting and following the Lord. From the audience’s perspective they are doing great works. From heaven’s 
perspective the wisdom of  God is seen. 

Faith Hopes in the Lord. All those living by faith are looking for more than what this world offers. They are looking for 
glory, honor, and immortality (Rom 2:7). They are looking for a city that has foundations, whose builder and maker is God 
(Heb 11:10). They are looking for a better country than their own (Heb 11:16). They are looking for the new heavens and 
new earth (2 Pet 3:13). And all of  this is desirable to them because their hope; their earnest expectation for which they are 
waiting, is God Himself…and this hope “maketh not ashamed” (Rom 5:5). 

Where God is their hope, the people are pure. The hopeful attend to the affairs of  this life with proper attention. It seems 
as though those hoping in God and trusting in the Lord approach life as overwhelming conquerors, who are at peace with 
any circumstance they face because they are in close fellowship with the Creator. They are able to navigate the troubled 
waters without fear or panic. They are at peace with their circumstances because they know that the Lord is good to those 
that love Him. They are bold, knowing that whether they live or die, they are the Lord’s (Rom 14:8).	 	     - PW 

12147 ROCKSWITCH STREET     MILTON, DE 19968 !1

THE CHOSEN ONE OF 
GOD 

PAGES 2-5

I WRITE TO YOU…SO 
THAT YOU MAY NOT 

SIN 
PAGES 6-7

HE THAT SANCTIFIETH 
AND THEY WHO ARE 
SANCTIFIED ARE ALL 

OF ONE 
PAGES 8-12

THE GOSPEL OF THE 
GRACE OF GOD 

PAGES 16-18

Editor: Patrick B. Woods



SUMMER 2016 MOUNTAIN TOP MAGAZINE ISSUE #7

THE CHOSEN ONE OF GOD 
By Patrick B. Woods 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth…(Isaiah 42:1) 

INTRODUCTION 
God has, in many places, declared WHAT He would do 
and THAT He would do it. Isaiah 42 is a declaration 
concerning WHO would accomplish it and HOW He 
would accomplish it. Since before the foundation of  the 
world, God the Father had determined to glorify Himself  
by saving man. Then, in time and history, He stretched 
forth His arm in the person; the Man, Christ Jesus and 
performed His will. Jesus is the means through which God 
would accomplish the work of  salvation. Furthermore, He 
is the "Worker" who would accomplish it.  

God’s Choice. The world needs saving. The world needs 
a Savior: One who will do what is necessary.  God 
determined that all of  His good pleasure would be 
accomplished by His Elect. His Choice for saving man 
would not be a location, not a commandment, not a 
system, not even an angel. His Elect would be His own 
Son; a man.  

When the Lord looked upon the face of  the earth He saw 
that there was no man (born of  the flesh) that could 
accomplish His eternal purpose; for it was purposed in 
Christ Jesus the Lord. No tryouts would be possible, no 
application process necessary, no voting of  men would be 
appropriate for there was none that qualified, none good, 
no, not one.  

How then could salvation be accomplished? With men this 
proved to be an impossibility but not with God. For God 
had already made a choice. The election of  Jesus was not a 
reaction to the absence of  an able man in the earth. 
Rather, the absence of  an able man in the earth was 
evidence of  the need for a Divine man to be sent to the 
earth. And so, Jesus' "goings forth have been from of  old, 
from everlasting"(Mic 5:2) so that He could save men from 
their sin, satisfy the righteous requirement of  the Law, and 
please the Father once for all. 

God’s Covenant. In view of  unveiling this great salvation 
to the minds of  men, the Lord promised a  covenant that 
He would make with the people of  Israel and the people 

of  Judah that would not be like the one He made with 
them when He took them by the hand out of  the land of  
Egypt. This covenant would be more “living” than that 
one. It would not be contained in laws and ordinances, it 
would be contained in a person. It would not rest on their 
ability to fulfill demands but on God’s ability to accomplish 
what He had promised. So, finding fault with the flesh’s 
ability to measure up, God sent His Servant in the fulness 
of  time to be "a covenant of  the people" (Isa 42:6) and His 
"salvation unto the end of  the earth" (Isa 49:6). This Jesus 
is not only the messenger of  the covenant (Mal 3:1) and a 
mediator of  the covenant (Heb 8:6; 12:24), He IS the 
covenant. He is the arrangement, agreement, provision 
and promise that God has purposed to save men and 
justify all judgment. He is God's Choice. 

ELECTION IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
When God said, “Behold, Mine Elect” He was pointing 
His finger at Jesus and declaring that all the hope of  man 
would be upon Him and He would be victorious. “Look 
for Him, believe in Him, trust in Him, lay hold of  Him, 
He is the covenant to the people. He is My Chosen One.” 
Prior to the incarnation of  Christ, God chose vessels 
through which He would prepare future generations for 
the recognition and reception of  the His Elect. We must 
have this perspective to have an appropriate understanding 
of  "election" in the kingdom of  God. 

All those chosen by God are chosen in view of  Jesus. Men 
are chosen based upon God's eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus and their connectedness with 
Jesus Himself. Think about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
David, Solomon, the prophets and priests. They were all 
chosen, NOT because they were superior to their 
contemporaries, but because of  the role they would play in 
what God had purposed to do in Christ. God introduced 
us to these men so that they could introduce us to Jesus. For 
those who were looking for the Messiah, there would be a 
sort of  familiarity with Him upon even their first 
encounter. God was preparing men to receive His Son.  

Matthew, therefore introduces Jesus to the world in these 
terms: “The book of  the generation of  Jesus Christ, the 
S o n o f  D av i d , t h e S o n o f  A b r a h a m ” ( M t 
1:1). Anyone  familiar with the Divine record has become 
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intimately  acquainted  with both David and Abraham. 
God's choice of  these men and the promises given to them 
were all in view of  the Servant of  God, Whom God would 
manifest in the fullness of  time.  To Abraham it was said, 
"in thy Seed shall all the nations of  the earth be 
blessed" (Gen 22:18). To David it was said, "behold, a son 
shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of  rest...He shall 
build an house for My name; and he shall be My son, and 
I will be his Father; and I will establish the throne of  his 
kingdom over Israel for ever" (1 Chr 22:9-10). Of  course, 
Solomon was the immediate fulfillment of  this word but no 
doubt, Jesus is the "body" of  this "shadow." 

Philip introduced Nathanael to Jesus in these terms: "We 
have found Him of  whom Moses  in the  law, and the 
prophets, did write" (Jn 1:45). God chose Moses and the 
prophets and Israel was very familiar with them. But 
Moses and the prophets were not the focus of  God's 
choice. They were chosen to speak about the coming 
Messiah; the Chosen One of  God. And so the people of  
God gave attention to the word of  the prophets and the 
patriarchs and were then acquainted with the promise of  a 
coming King who would rule over Israel as both king and 
priest; a Prophet who would tell them all things (Jn 4:25); a 
Savior who would take away their sins. Philip and 
Nathanael were both  acquainted with God's election of  
Moses and the prophets and as a result they were looking 
for this One. 

To the two on the road to  Emmaus, Jesus introduced 
Himself  by beginning at Moses and all the prophets and 
expounding unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself  (Lk 24:47). The gospel of  Christ 
brings to light that all the Scriptures are really speaking 
about Jesus. This is what Jesus was doing with these two 
men. He was helping them make the connection with their 
knowledge of  Moses and the prophets and Himself  being 
the substance of  those ministries. Paul testified that this too 
was his purpose in ministering the word of  God. 

"...according to my gospel, and the preaching of  Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of  the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began but now is made manifest...by the 
scriptures of  the prophets, according to the commandment of  the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of  
faith." (Romans 16:25-26) 

The mystery of  God in Christ is made known by the 
opening up of  the scriptures of  the prophets. They testified 
of  Christ both in their lives and in their words. 

Time would fail us if  we sought to numerate all of  the 
prophecies of  Jesus but the point here is that God's election 
of  other men is not because of  those other men...it is 
because of  Christ. Men are not primarily chosen by God 
to save to His people but to shine the spotlight of  
revelation upon the Savior of  all men. The saints of  old 
were chosen of  God to manifest the Chosen One of  God. 
And, dear reader, if  you have been chosen by God it is for 
this same purpose - not for your own glory but for the 
glory of  God in Christ Jesus, His Elect. 

THE ELECTION OF THINGS SHOWS US WHAT 
IS INVOLVED IN JESUS BEING “MINE ELECT” 

Jesus is the “man” given for “a hiding place from the wind, 
a covert from the tempest, as rivers of  water in a dry place, 
as a shadow of  a great rock in a weary land” (Isa 32:2).  He 
is “THE Man” that embodies the fullness of  the grace 
given to any other man. God has taught us about His Elect 
by electing other men. Thus men, in their election, “obtain 
the glory of  our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Th 2:13-14). They 
partake of  a portion of  that which Jesus possesses; the 
fullness. 

The Revelation of  Election is by the Actions of  the 
Elect. “Even tomorrow the Lord will shew who are His, 
and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto 
Him; even him whom He hath chosen will He cause to 
come near unto Him” (Num 16:5). John testified of  Jesus’ 
election: that He was the Christ. The appropriate response 
was to rejoice in John’s light and believe. However, Jesus 
said that John’s testimony was not all. “I have greater 
witness than that of  John, for the works which the Father 
hath given Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear 
witness of  Me, that the Father hath sent Me.” 

Jesus is revealed as the Elect of  God by His works. When 
pressed, “How long dost Thou make us to doubt? If  Thou 
be the Christ, tell us plainly (Jn 10:24). Jesus said, “I told 
you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in My 
Father’s name, they bear witness of  Me” (Jn 10:25). He 
goes on to say that their response to Him is a revelation of  
their election. “But ye believe not, because ye are not of  
My sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and they follow Me” (Jn 10:26-27). 

The Scriptures, the testimony of  John, the Witness of  God 
Himself, the work of  the Holy Spirit and the works of  Jesus 
all reveal that Jesus is the Chosen of  God, the Christ that 
saves the world. As men behold this truth and it presses 
upon their spirits they will cling unto Him with purpose of  
heart and He will show Himself  to be a mighty Savior. 
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Election Necessitates Holiness. “For thou art an holy 
people unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord has chosen 
thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above all the 
nations that are upon the earth” (Deut 14:2). Those chosen 
by God are removed from among the common people and 
are separated unto God. They have been purchased and 
called for a work that has not been given to any other. 
They are peculiar as compared to others and they are a 
people specifically devoted unto God. They have been 
selected for a determined purpose of  God.  

Israel was chosen by God as the people through whom He 
would send Christ. Even Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar 
were chosen a special instruments to do God’s works and 
be vessels through which He would manifest His own 
purpose and accomplish it. But Jesus is the primary Elect 
One and is altogether Holy. He is separate from sinners 
(which is the rest of  humanity). His work would not and 
could not be given to another or accomplished by any 
other.  

Election is in Order to Ministry. The Levites were “… 
out of  all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the name of  the 
Lord” (Deut 18:5). A work needed to be done and they 
were chosen to do it. There would be ministers in the 
sanctuary to offer up sacrifices, there would be houses 
selected to set up and break down the tabernacle. There 
were those chosen to carry the holy things. All who were 
chosen were then required to be faithful stewards of  their 
election in order for the work to be accomplished. 

Solomon was chosen to build the temple of  God in 
Jerusalem and also exhorted to make sure it was 
accomplished. His Father said to him, “Take heed now; for 
the Lord hath chosen thee to build an house for the 
sanctuary; be strong, and do it” (1 Chr 28:10). Finishing 
the work is what it means to make your calling and election 
sure. If  you have been chosen to a task and a ministry, your 
completion of  it is your surety to your election. He calls in 
righteousness and makes no mistakes. Brethren the Lord 
has “chosen you to salvation through sanctification of  the 
Spirit and belief  of  the truth” (2 Th 2:13). Do the things 
that accompany salvation and “ye shall never fall” (2 Pet 
1:10). 

Now behold, God’s Elect has a ministry and He shall not 
fail. He will faithfully carry out His ministry for He always 
does the things that please the Father. The eternal purpose 
of  God depends on Jesus’ ability to make His calling and 
election sure. He has finished His work and He will finish 
His work. He is Faithful and True. 

“I have laid help upon One that is mighty; I have exalted 
One chosen out of  the people. I have found David My 
Servant; with My holy oil have I anointed Him; with 
Whom My hand shall be established; Mine arm also shall 
strengthen Him…” (Ps 89:19ff) 

Election to Leadership. “…and have chosen David to 
be over My people Israel” (2 Chr 6:6). “I have made a 
covenant with My Chosen, I have sworn unto David My 
Servant, ‘Thy seed will I establish forever, and build up 
Thy throne to all generations” (Ps 89:3-4). Like depicted in 
the kings of  old and primarily David, the man after God’s 
own heart, Jesus has been chosen to be over the kingdom 
of  God. He is leading, warring, providing, and building. 
His kingdom is advancing, peace is increasing, glory is 
abounding, and strongholds are being overthrown. We will 
never be without direction as long as we follow the Lamb 
and give heed to His voice. The bounds of  our habitation 
and details of  every day life are determined by God and 
are experienced by us. While we may not know those 
things in advance we do know that the Lord will be with 
us. For we have been called into fellowship with Him.  

The Habitation of  God is Chosen by God. God 
doesn’t just reside anywhere. In times past He had chosen 
a land to place His name and sanctuary for a house. “But I 
have chosen Jerusalem, that My name might be there” (2 
Chr 6:6). Now He resides in His Son. All the fullness of  the 
Godhead dwells in Him, in bodily form. With that being 
the case, those who are in Jesus are in the covenant of  God 
and in fellowship of  the Godhead. Christ in you, the hope 
of  glory. Men, have then become a spiritual house, a 
habitation of  God through the Spirit.  

Jesus embodied this while on the earth and now that He 
has been glorified, He has sent the Spirit that He might be 
with us forever. Never again do men need to be as sheep 
without a shepherd for the Good Shepherd, the Great 
Shepherd, the Shepherd and Bishop of  our souls is with us 
and He will not leave us nor forsake us. He shall lead us in 
paths of  righteousness, feed us in green pastures and takes 
us to still waters. God has chosen Him to be this for us. 

The Messiah. Jesus is the anointed One. He is the One 
who would save Israel. He was promised to come and was 
understood to be the King of  the Jews that would deliver 
the people from their enemies. Many of  that day failed to 
recognize that sin was their greatest enemy and death was 
the last one. Their mocking of  Jesus revealed that they 
knew that God’s elect would be the Messiah, but it also 
revealed that they did not know how the Messiah would 
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save them. “…He saved others,” they said, “let Him save 
Himself, if  He be Christ, the chosen of  God” (Lk 23:35). 

Chosen as the Foundation of  God’s Building. Jesus is 
unique. He is the only one upon whom all the work of  
God can rest. “For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 3:11). He makes 
the participation of  man stable and right. The only reason 
we have part in the ministry of  reconciliation is because 
the foundation upon which we build and stand is a solid 
rock that will not allow us to fall…should we take heed 
how we build. God has laid “in Zion a Chief  Cornerstone, 
elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be 
confounded” ( 1 Pet 4:6). Men 
have been brought into 
fellowship with Deity and the 
work of  salvation because they 
have been placed upon a good 
foundation. Furthermore, they 
have been influenced and 
e m p o w e r e d b y t h a t 
foundation. Jesus is the Living 
Stone that has given life to the 
rest of  the stones. We have come to Him, “as unto a Living 
Stone, disallowed indeed of  men, but chosen of  God, and 
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5). 

God chose a man to save man. He had to be like unto His 
brethren yet without sin and wholly righteous as His 
Father. He had to be able to touch them but with His 
touch, heal them. He needed to walk among them while 
remaining undefiled and incorruptible. When He had to 
be a white cloth that didn’t get stained but instead made 
the mud clean. He needed to be a living stone that gave life 
to the otherwise dead stones. 

 
SO WHAT? A CONCLUSION 

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that HE 
MAY RUN that readeth it” (Hab 2:2). “For the kingdom of  
God is not in word, but in power” (1 Cor 4:20). It is 
imperative that those entrusted with the mysteries of  
heaven minister the word of  God in such a way that it 
comes to bear upon the hearers. We must make the 
connection of  the doctrine, our faith, and our manner of  
life. God has spoken, how then ought we to live. 

Jesus is God’s chosen one given as a covenant to the 
people. Jesus is the extended hand of  God offered to man 

that they might be delivered from their sin, saved from the 
wrath to come and raised up from this present evil world to 
be seated in heavenly places. Overcoming the world is 
accomplished by hearing, believing, understanding and 
holding fast to the truth that Jesus is fulfilling this word of  
Isaiah and all the Scriptures of  the prophets, of  Moses and 
of  the Psalms.  

The incarnation of  Jesus and the works that testified of  
Him were all a revelation of  the His election. When He 
was going about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of  the devil, the Father was showing us who He 
was (Num 16:5). It was God revealing that this was His 

Christ, His Messiah, His 
Chosen One in whom He 
would accomplish all His 
purpose (Lk 23:35). 

The “good confession” of  
men is the acknowledgement 
of  Jesus being God’s Elect. 
A look at the conversions in 
the book of  Acts reveals that 

the primary and common persuasion among believers who 
were baptized into Christ was that they knew that Jesus 
was the Christ, the Chosen One of  God. Furthermore, the 
ministry of  the word is the declaration of  this truth and 
exposition of  it’s implications. 

God elects those whom He has called…in righteousness. 
His calling and election are both righteous. Because of  this, 
His calling and election are also without repentance. God 
has called Jesus in righteousness and has manifested Him 
as His own Elect…and He will not repent. There will 
never be another way to the Father. No one will ever be 
able to climb over the wall into the sheep pen. Jesus is the 
Door. God has made a choice and His choice is Jesus. 
Anyone in Jesus is accepted by God and anyone not in 
Jesus is rejected by God. 

-PW 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“God chose Abraham therefore 
all of Abraham’s seed are 
chosen as well. God chose 
Jesus and therefore all of HIS 
seed are chosen.” (Dick Ebler)

Notable Quotables 
“You MUST ALWAYS speak the truth; even if  
it offends or hurts feelings. Even if  it causes 
separation of  those we love. We trust God for 
the outcome; for we know His word does not 
return unto Him void.” (Karen Sankowski, 
proofreader and faithful minister to us and to 
the Lord)
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I WRITE TO YOU… Part 1 
a series by DèRontè Polite 

…SO THAT YOU MAY NOT SIN 
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if  anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. (1 John 2:1, NKJV) 

John, the apostle, indicates here that he is writing so that they (and we) may not sin. What a glorious reason to write! The 
recipients of  grace must not be confused in this matter. I suppose it is something that can be confusing, without 
understanding or with perversion from Satan. However, the rhetorical question asked by the Apostle Paul comes to mind: 
“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?” (Romans 6:1) Though such a question need not be answered, it is 
answered with a resounding, “Certainly not!” 

  

This is the theme all throughout scripture. This is not a new concept. This is not a new goal. Sin is the very reason this 
world and mankind is cursed. Not sinning is actually part of  the multifaceted reward of  being in CHRIST. A Christianity 
that denies a “depart from iniquity” approach (2 Tim 2:14) is not Christianity at all. It is that which has “a form of  
godliness but denies the power” to be godly (2 Tim 3:5). For those who are in CHRIST have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves of  righteousness (Rom 6:18). Christians cannot be content with sin, especially sin in their own lives. 
For this phrase: “so that you may not sin” speaks to a will and a desire of  a man that has been touched by JESUS. Brother 
Frank Goehringer once stated: “the “can’t do’s turn into don’t want to’s.” The will of  man is changed to agree with the law of  
God. 

Without a doubt this phrase: “that you may not sin” is only accomplished by a dependence on GOD. “For it is GOD who 
works in you both to will and to do for HIS good pleasure” (Php 2:13). For “GOD is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of  escape, that you may be able to bear 
it” (1 Cor 10:13). Doing GOD’s good pleasure AND escaping temptation is deeply involved in this present work: “that you 
may not sin.” Both require a deep dependence on GOD. The apostle John writes to us “that [we] may not sin” and that 
which HE writes is the word of  GOD, and so even John is saying it is going to require GOD! 

For me to ignore the end of  this verse would be grossly negligent. John says, “and if  anyone sins, we have an ADVOCATE 
with the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST THE RIGHTEOUS.” Perversion would suggest this is an encouragement to sin, but 
this is actually an encouragement to vigorously strive to abstain from sin. Meaning, as you go about striving against sin and 
fail, there is someone who will plead your cause before the JUDGE. Yes, there is someone to come to your side and your 
aid; someone to plead for your sins to be pardoned; namely JESUS, THE CHRIST! 

Not sinning is a difficult task in this world, as there has only been one man to live and not sin (Heb 4:14-16). I would say 
walking on a tightrope, no matter the height above ground, is a difficult task. If  you present a person the opportunity to 
walk a tightrope without a safety net versus walking a tightrope with a safety net, which presentation will encourage them 
to strive more to complete the difficult task? Without a doubt the safety net encourages one to embark on a difficult 
journey, because they know that if  they fail, there is something to catch them in their failure (please know that I am not 
saying that JESUS is merely a safety net. But a provision has in fact been made if  one of  these little ones should fall). 

Furthermore, as a former basketball player and present day coach, I can tell you that when athletes know their coach will 
not send them to the bench for every mistake they make, those athletes will try harder. They play with more freedom, 
because grace is available. On the other hand, athletes who know if  they make one mistake they will end up on the bench, 
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will tend to play tighter and with much fear. Their play is crippled by the fact there is not much grace, if  any, available. 
Their striving is hampered. They do not feel very encouraged. They are not free.  

Having an ADVOCATE actually encourages and frees the saint to “not sin.” Though the saint is living in an evil world 
(Gal 1:4); and though when they will to do good, evil is present with them (Rom 7:21); and though there are fiery darts 
from the wicked one (Eph 6:16); and though the devil is an adversary who walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour (1 Pet 5:8); and though there is an accuser of  the brethren, accusing the saints before their GOD day and 
night (Rev 12:10); and though the saint’s own flesh wars against them (Gal 5:17); and though the saint has to enter through 
a narrow gate to travel a difficult way with few others to get to life (Mt 7:13); even with all of  those obstacles in the face of  
the saint, they can be encouraged to strive on because they have an ADVOCATE if  they fall short! Writing of  the 
ADVOCATE is part of  John’s “I write to you, so that you may not sin.” Dear brethren, be encouraged and heed the words 
written by the apostle John. He was divinely inspired to write them so that we may not sin. 

-DP 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A STONE OF STUMBLING 
The Righteousness of Faith vs. The Righteousness of the Law 

The yoke of the Law was not only too heavy for Israel to bear (Acts 15:10); it is too heavy for anyone to bear. 
God gave Israel the Law because of the increase and abundance of transgression (Gal 3:19). It served to bring 
a moral compass in regards to sin and righteousness. But it wasn’t only about morality. The Law, especially 
it’s ceremonies and ordinances taught us about how sin must be dealt with. These all prepared the people for 
Jesus, as the ordinances foreshadowed His work. The Law taught men by revelation (exposing men to the 
nature of God), commandment (showing men God’s requirements) and experience (there is none righteous, 
no not one). 

The Law was not, because of the weakness of the flesh, a way to save oneself. It gave the righteous 
requirements for man to stand before God but it was given to men who had already failed and would continue 
to fail! The Law did not prevent the committing of sin, it gave a remedy (in shadow) for sin that was already 
committed. Law, after all, is “not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient” (1 Tim 1:9). 
Man alone, does not have the capacity to live perfectly. 

So, Israel, who had the Law, put off some of these things and their righteousness exceeded that of the Gentiles 
but they still sinned and fell short of the glory of God. The Gentiles, who did not have the Law, continued to 
worship false gods and participate in all manner of iniquity with greediness for more. They were sinners too. 
So, the Gentiles made no effort to obey the Law, and Israel made every effort to obey the Law, and both fell 
short of the glory of God.  

This is when the Gospel would be issued as a calling to those Israelites who were near and the Gentiles who 
were afar off. It was an announcement of peace through Jesus Christ to everyone that believes. This calls all 
men to believe in Jesus. The Gentile, though they “followed not after righteousness, have attained to 
righteousness” because they sought it by faith but “Israel which followed the law of righteousness, hath not 
attained” because they sought it not by faith but by works. “For they stumbled at that stumblingstone” (Rom 
9:30-33). The longer they trusted in their own ability, the longer they remained in their sin. So it is with every 
man. Sin has enslaved every man. Those who refuse the provision of God will stumble over Jesus, but those 
who are broken over their condition and flee to Him for refuge will not be disappointed. 

“Wherefore it is contained in Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a Chief Corner Stone, elect, precious; 
and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded.’ Unto you therefore which believe He is 
precious; but unto them which be disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders disallowed, the same is 
made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.'” (1 Peter 2:6-8)
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HE THAT SANCTIFIETH AND THEY WHO 
ARE SANCTIFIED ARE ALL OF ONE 

By Patrick B. Woods 

For it became Him, for 
Whom are all things, and 
by Whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the Captain 
of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. For 
both He that sanctifieth 
and they who are 
sanctified are all of One: 
for which cause He is not 
ashamed to call them 
brethren.  

(Hebrews 2:10-11) 

Sanctification is what takes place 
here. In it men are being changed 
from what they are to what they shall 
be. This can only be accomplished by 
being joined to the Lord. This 
fellowship with Deity, being a 
partaker of  the Godhead, has built in 
ramifications: 1) We will experience 
suffering here and glory there 2) Our 
union with the Lord will change us 
into the likeness of  Jesus. 

THE GOSPEL: BRINGING 
DEFILED MEN INTO ONENESS 

WITH THE HOLY GOD 
“What is man, that Thou art mindful of  

Him? or the son of  man, that Thou visitest 
Him? 

Men are fool ish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving diverse lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another. Men 
walk according to the course of  this 
world, according to the prince of  the 
power of  the air, the spirit that now 

w o r k e t h i n t h e c h i l d r e n o f  
disobedience. They have their 
conversation in the lusts of  the flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of  the flesh and 
of  the mind. They are by nature 
ch i ldren o f  wrath . They are 
unrighteous and ungodly. They hold 
the truth in unrighteousness. They do 
not glorify God. They are not 
thankful. They have become vain in 
their imaginations and their foolish 
hearts have become darkened. 
Professing to be wise they are become 
fools. They have changed the glory of  
the incorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things. God has given them 
up to uncleanness through the lusts of  
their own hearts to dishonor their 
own bodies between themselves. They 
worship and serve the creature more 
than the Creator. God has given them 
up to their vile affections even to the 
point of  women changing their 
natural use into that which is against 
nature and likewise men, leaving the 
natural use of  the woman and 
burning in their lust toward one 
another working that which is 
unseemly. They do not retain God in 
their knowledge and are filled with all 
unr i gh t eou sne s s , fo r n i ca t i on , 
w i c k e d n e s s , c o v e t o u s n e s s , 
maliciousness; full of  envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity; they are 
whisperers, backbiters, haters of  God, 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors 
of  evil things, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, covenant-
breakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, and unmerciful. They are 

all these things and they take pleasure 
in others who are like this as well. 
AND SUCH WERE SOME OF 
YOU! 

YET, the Lord God has laid the 
iniquity of  them all AND us all upon 
His Only Begotten Son. And it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him as a 
result of  Him making His soul an 
offering for sin. While the entire race 
was cur sed o f  God by the i r 
transgressions of  the Law, Jesus 
became a curse for them and 
delivered them. He put away sin by 
the sacrifice of  Himself  once for all; 
the Just for the unjust in order to 
bring us to God. This Messiah has 
c o m e a n d h a s fi n i s h e d t h e 
transgression, made an end of  sins, 
made reconciliation for iniquity, 
brought in everlasting righteousness, 
sealed up the vision and prophecy 
and anointed the most holy.  

And now, the everlasting gospel has 
gone out calling men to turn from 
their wickedness and turn to God. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name 
of  the Lord shall be saved from their 
sins and justified freely from all 
things. Now, Jesus has issued the 
invitation, “Come unto Me…and you 
will find rest.” And again, “Come, 
follow Me”. Now, the ambassadors 
of  Christ say, “Be ye reconciled.” The 
Spirit and the bride say, “Come” and 
those who heareth say, “Come.” And 
let all who are athirst “Come.” 
Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of  life freely. 
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What is man? Men are the vessels 
in which, and by which, God is 
displaying His glory. The salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory brings once defiled men into 
oneness, unity, and fellowship with 
the “Holy, Holy, Holy, God.” Those 
who were afar off  are brought nigh 
by the blood of  Jesus. Sheep who had 
once gone astray, heading off  in their 
own way have come to themselves 
and returned to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of  souls. Sinful men have 
entered into the holiest of  all by a 
new and living way.  

We exist, now - remaining in the 
earth, to be a display of  the glory of  
God - His wisdom and His power. In 
the view of  all principalities and 
powers, the church is a witness of  the 
mercy of  God - in forgiveness, the 
righteousness of  God - in justification, 
and the purpose of  God - in 
sanctifying us in order to make us like 
Himself. These things are happening 
to us to teach all of  creation, heaven 
a n d e a r t h , a b o u t G o d . T h e 
culmination of  this will be in heaven 
when the entire body of  Christ is 
completed and is fully displaying the 
glory of  the Lord. This is a large 
work!  

God, in saving men, is making them 
suitable for the world to come where 
they will experience an unfiltered, 
uninhibited and unlimited fellowship 
with God where it will be said, 
“Behold, the tabernacle of  God is 
with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself  shall be with them, 
and be their God” (Rev 21:3). There  
are those who were sanctified will be 
completely fit for the Master’s use 
with no hindrance. What the Lord 
was working in them here in an 
adverse and hostile environment will 
be amplified there where they will 
enter into the work in a righteous and 

advantageous environment - a new 
heavens and a new earth. 

JESUS IS THE SANCTIFIER 
Concerning man it is written: 

“Thou madest him a little lower than 
the angels; Thou crownedst him with 
glory and honor, and didst set him over 
the works of  Thy hands; Thou hast 
put all things in subjection under his 
feet. For in that he put all in subjection 
under him, he left nothing that is not 
put under him. But now we see not yet 
all things put under him. But we see 
Jesus…” (Heb 2:7-9) 

O u r H e a l i n g S t a r t s w i t h 
Looking. In looking unto Jesus men 
are able to see what they should do 
and what they should have done. 
They also can see how far they have 
fallen.  

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of  
man be lifted up: That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. (Jn 3:14-15)…For 
God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of  darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of  the knowledge 
of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus 
Christ. (2 Cor 4:6) 

Jesus is all that men should have been; 
but He is also the first of  what they 
shall be. In looking unto Jesus we see 
where God is bringing us. We are 
being brought from the likeness of  
Adam into the likeness of  Christ. 
“Adam’s likeness now efface, stamp 
thine image in it’s place.” We are 
being changed into the image of  
Christ, from glory to glory. 

…But we all, with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of  the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of  the 
Lord. (2 Cor 3:18) 

Accompl ished “In Jesus.” 
Sanctification is not a “touch not, 
taste not, handle not” thing. It is a 
vital living union with the Godhead. 
Jesus said, “No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, ‘And they shall be all taught 
of  God.’ Every man therefore that 
hath heard, and hath learned of  the 
Father, cometh unto me.” (Jn 6:44-45) 

In His prayer in John 17 He speaks of  
“all those whom Thou hast given 
Me.” In order to do His will and 
sanctify the people, God gives men to 
Jesus and commissions Jesus to save 
them, keep them, teach them, lead 
them and bring them home.  

The Purpose is Bigger Than Us. 
In sanctification we do not become 
more saved. By His one offering, Jesus 
has perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified and that condition cannot 
be improved upon. We cannot 
improved upon being justified freely 
from all things. That needs to happen 
so that we could be sanctified and 
made suitable to enter into the work 
o f  the Lord. Our increas ing 
conformity into the image of  Christ 
isn’t to make us more acceptable; but 
more useful - and even that is 
preparatory for a great work in the 
world to come. 

Our sanctification, like all provisions 
in the New Covenant, is in Jesus. “Of  
Him are you in Christ Jesus who of  
God is made unto us…sanctification” 
(1 Cor 1:30). God has placed us in 
His Son who is a Tried Stone, a 
Refuge and Strength, a Stronghold 
and a High Tower. He is the Father’s 
hand that is not shortened…and, as 
the prophet Malachi recorded, “He is 
like a Refiner’s Fire and Fuller’s 
Soap” (Mal 3:2). In other words, you 
are safe and secure and will be kept 
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by the power of  God through faith 
but that doesn’t mean that there will 
be no hardship. Our sanctification is 
worked in the furnace of  affliction 
where we will be purified in fire and 
washed throughly with soap. 

CHRIST’S BRETHREN 
“For which cause He is not ashamed to call 

them brethren” 
The church, as the royal priesthood 
of  God, is “holy unto the Lord”. 
They have been brought into 
fel lowship with Jesus both in 
proximity and likeness. For this cause 
they are sure to experience suffering 
here and glory there. 

The Fellowship of  Suffering. Jesus 
has said, “If  the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated Me before it hated 
you” (Jn 15:18). Again, the apostle 
whom Jesus loved said, “Marvel not, 
my brethren, if  the world hate you” (1 
Jn 3:13), showing that was an 
indication of  their fellowship with the 
darkness. We suffer here because we 
have been joined to the Lord. If  we 
were of  the world the world would 
love it’s own but we are not of  the 
world. We have been sanctified unto 
God. And it has been determined by 
God that through much tribulation 
we must inherit the kingdom of  God. 
Now, whether that be intense 
persecution or the suffering endured 
in being tempted and simply the 
turmoil associated with residing in a 
present evil world, the result is the 
same: God is sanctifying us through 
our sufferings. Knowing this we can 
glory in tribulation knowing that it 
works patience, experience and hope 
in us.  

Sufferings cause us to rely on and 
seek after resources that are above this 
world. They cause us to long for the 
homeland and make request for 
power from there. 

“For which cause we faint not; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day. For 
our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of  glory; 
while we look not at the things which 
are seen but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 
4:16-18) 

We mention this because this inner 
man renewal is accomplished in 
sanctification. And it happens while 
the outer man perishes. We must not 
b e c o n f u s e d a b o u t o u r ow n 
experience in this world. Hardship 
and heartache are not the enemies of  
transformation…they are teammates.  

An Illustration of  Suffering for 
Gains: I train my athletes in the 
preseason to cause them to perform 
to their highest capacity during the 
regular season. In doing this I load 
their bodies with extra weights. I 
exhaust their muscles and then have 
them perform a movement. I make it 
very difficult so that when I remove 
the weights and they have refreshed 
muscles they are able to do far more 
than they had before. This is similar 
to how the Lord trains us with 
sufferings in this life. We have to 
perform tasks while our body is 
resistant or exhausted. We have many 
weights of  responsibilities upon us. 
We have pressing matters that must 
be handled just by virtue of  being on 
the earth. But these are all designed 
to be hard so that we can learn to 
spiritually multi-task, increase our 
efficiency in ministry, redeem the time 
and live by faith in God. But when 
these things are removed in the world 
to come we will be fit for greater use 
and greater works. 

We See Jesus. It was fitting for God 
to perfect Jesus through suffering. 
Christ is our Forerunner in this. For it 
is fitting for God to perfect us through 
suffering as well. Though the reason 
for suffering may be different, the 
experience of  it is common. Jesus 
suffered being tempted - something 
He never had to do before - so that 
He would be an effectual High Priest 
for us when we are tempted. His 
experience in this qualifies Him to 
effectively minister mercy and grace 
to those who draw near to Him in 
their time of  need. But the people too 
must suffer. When we are tempted 
and we draw near to the throne of  
grace, Jesus is able to show us how to 
overcome the temptation without 
sinning against God. This occurs in 
sanctification. 

Temptation often comes like it did for 
Job - through affliction, taunting and 
agitations of  every kind. Jesus is able 
to strengthen us and show us how to 
navigate those temptations without 
sinning with our lips. Furthermore, if  
we do sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous 
One and His blood, through which 
we are perfected forever, is able to 
offer pardon from sin and cleansing 
from it’s defilement. 

What a Fellowship. Paul counted 
all that he had gained through the 
Jews religion to be loss in view of  the 
knowledge of  God and fellowship 
with Christ. It was his singular aim to 
“know Him” and “be found in Him.” 
Furthermore, he wanted to know “the 
power of  His resurrection, and the 
fellowship of  His sufferings, being 
made conformable to His death;” if  
by any means he would attain to the 
resurrection of  the dead.  

Paul was not interested in the severe 
treatment of  the body or looking for 
persecution. He desired to know what 
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was involved in resisting even unto 
blood in striving against sin (Heb 
12:4). Being separated unto God as 
Jesus is separated unto God is taking 
up the call “yet not my will, but 
Thine be done.” It is enduring 
suffering of  every kind and refusing to 
“save your life” by giving in to the 
temptation to sin, knowing that 
whoever saves his life shall lose it and 
whoever loses his life for Christ’s sake, 
the same shall keep it unto eternal 
life. 

“Forasmuch then as Christ hath 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same 
mind; for he that hath suffered in the 
flesh hath ceased from sin; that he no 
longer should live the rest of  his time 
in the flesh to the lusts of  men, but to 
the will of  God.” (1 Peter 4:1-2) 

In sanctification we are able to learn 
the fellowship of  His sufferings in 
e n d u r i n g t h e o n s l a u g h t o f  
principalities and powers and rulers 
of  the darkness of  this world and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Yet, we are also able to learn the 
power of  His resurrection in fighting, 
getting up, and even overcoming in 
weakness. We have been granted 
a c c e s s t o t h e p o w e r o f  t h e 
resurrection of  Christ. The powers of  
darkness may have their hour but 
they shall not prevail against those in 
Christ. 

J e s u s i s W i t h U s i n o u r 
Purification. In sanctification we 
are being purified through the 
suffering that we are accomplishing 
by Christ. Make no mistake about it, 
purification happens in the fire but 
when you are going through the fire 
you will find another One there with 
you, even the Son of  God. And when 
you come out of  the fire, that which is 
temporal will have perished but that 

which is eternal will remain…without 
spot. 

Glorified Together With Him. 
Being sanctified or set apart for God 
means that in this world you shall 
suffer but in the world to come you 
shall be glorified. Your association 
and fellowship with the Godhead 
makes you a stranger here, but a 
fellow citizen there. You have been 
crucified unto the world and the 
world has been crucified unto you. 
There is no fellowship between you 
and the world but there is fellowship 
between you and heaven. While this 
may not yet appear to the naked eye, 
for your life is HID with Christ in 
God, it is very apparent to faith. And 
“when Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with 
Him in glory” (Col 3:4). 

Christ is not ashamed to call us 
brethren because we too have been 
given power to be called the sons of  
God. “The Spirit itself  beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of  God and if  children, then 
heirs; heirs of  God and joint-heirs 
with Christ, if  so be that we suffer 
with Him, that we may be also 
glorified together” (Rom 8:16-17). 

FELLOWSHIP WITH AND 
CONFORMITY TO THE 

GODHEAD 
Not Ashamed - We are Growing 
Up. In all of  this Jesus is not ashamed 
of  us or of  His association with us. 
Our Sanctifier knows that we need to 
b e s a n c t i fi e d ! O u r n e e d f o r 
sanctification - because we had fallen 
short of  the glory of  God - does not 
disqualify us from the fellowship that 
was granted to us by our justification.  

“Having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” and not only that 
but by Jesus “we have access by faith 

into this grace wherein we stand.” 
Our justification brought us into a 
large room rich in Divine resources to 
keep us from falling. So as a result of  
this, with confidence, “we rejoice in 
hope of  the glory of  God.”  

If  we can see and believe this, then 
we will see why Jesus is not ashamed 
to call us brethren. He is not 
considering how He found us but 
where He is bringing us. He knows 
what is in man and He is not 
ashamed to be called brethren with 
them in whom He dwells. (It is right 
for us to consider each other in this 
manner also - we must not be 
ashamed to call them brethren who 
have been washed by the blood of  the 
Lamb).  

“One” with Jesus. Jesus is the only 
One who can ascend unto the hill of  
the Lord. He is assimilating us into 
His Person so that we can ascend with 
Him. Jesus is not saying, “I overcame 
the world, now you overcome the 
world.” He is saying, “I overcame the 
world and I will cause you to 
overcome the world with Me.” We 
have joined Him in our quest to come 
to God. More appropriately stated, 
God has given us to Jesus so that Jesus 
can bring us to God with Him. And 
when we arrive we will be more like 
Jesus than we are like Adam. We are 
brought into fellowship; partnership 
with our Savior. We are made a 
partaker of  the Godhead. This is 
what sanctification is about. Not just 
separateness but God-likeness; not 
just moral uprightness but conformity 
to the Savior. The sanctified become 
like the Sanctifier. 

The Sanctifier - who did no sin - is of  
one Father with the sanctified - who 
had sinned and fall short of  the glory 
of  God. This is true because they 
have been washed, sanctified and 
justified in the name of  the Lord 
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Jesus, and by the Spirit of  our God. 
They are now being refined, renewed 
and restored. They have been made 
holy by His blood and perfected 
forever by His one offering. They 
have been “joined unto the Lord” 
and are “one spirit” with Him. They, 
and all they that are sanctified, are 
“one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28).  

This fulfills Jesus’ request when He 
prayed,  

“That they all may be one; as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they also may be one in Us; that the 
world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me. And the glory which Thou gavest 
Me I have given them; that they may be 
one, even as We are one: I in them, and 
Thou in Me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and 
hast loved them, as Thou hast loved 
Me.” (John 17:21-23) 

Oneness Means Likeness. “Can 
two walk together, except they be 
agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Our fellowship 
with the Godhead; our sanctification 
unto God is possible because we are 
new creatures and are being 
conformed into the image of  Christ. 
This is God’s purpose in saving man. 
He is manifesting His glory and 
making us as we should be - righteous 
- like Him. 

This is contained throughout the 
Scriptures and is the reason for our 
sanctification. It is God’s intent that 
He be our God and we be His people. 
Holiness is required not just because 
it is right; but because it is Godly - 
“Like God.” “Ye shall be holy, FOR I 
AM HOLY.” We are to “walk in the 
light AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT” (1 
Jn 1:7). We are to purify ourselves 
“EVEN AS HE IS PURE” (1 Jn 3:3). 
We are to be righteous, “EVEN AS 
HE IS RIGHTEOUS” (1 Jn 3:7). 

Boldness in the day of  judgment is 
“because as He is so are we in this 
world” (1 Jn 4:17).  

The Presentation of  a 
Glorious Church. Through 
sanctification, the eternal purpose 
of  God as far as being worked out 
in the earth is being 
accomplished. 

“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
His purpose. For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of  His Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.” (Rom 8:28-29) 

We come to…  

“know the love of  Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of  God” (Eph 
3:19) 

“For the perfecting of  the saints, for the 
work of  ministry, for the edifying of  the 
body of  Christ, till we all come in the 
unity of  the faith, and of  the knowledge 
of  the Son of  God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of  the stature of  the 
fulness of  Christ…grow up into Him 
in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ” (Eph 4:12-15) 

Finally,  
“And when all things shall be subdued 
unto Him, then shall the Son also 
Himself  be subject unto Him that put 
all things under Him, that God may be 
all in all” (1 Cor 15:28).	         -PW  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Notable Quotables 
“Jesus responds to what men say, even what they say 
‘among themselves.’” (Erik Olmsted) 

“The soul needs to be stabilized. It is prone to fluctuate. A 
soul can be downcast, disquieted, vexed, subverted, 
unsettled, unstable, or troubled. What it needs is hope as an 
anchor!” (TJ Boyd) 

“Be quick to lift the brethren up.” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Abraham lived and moved based upon what God had said. 
That is what walking by faith is all about.” (TJ Boyd) 

“The promise of  eternal was given before the world began. 
This world and this body, therefore, cannot be the main 
things. They are only temporary habitations.” (TJ Boyd) 

“When the apostles were persecuted (Acts 5) they did not 
say ‘Why us?’ instead they rejoiced to be counted worthy of  
such a fellowship.” (Hillary Boyd) 

“Many acts keep men out of  the heavenly country. One act 
brings them in” (TJ Boyd) 

“Jesus has overcome the world and we overcome the world 
by Him” (Kasey Stokes) 

“We, through the Spirit, wait…” (Galatians 5:5)
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CHRIST’S EXPEDIENT DEATH 
By Patrick B. Woods 

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, 
believed on him. But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them 
what things Jesus had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both 
our place and nation. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that 
same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedient for 
us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. And 
this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
should die for that nation; and not for that nation only, but that also he should gather 
together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. Then from that day 
forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. (John 11:45-53) 

Jesus is a threat to the prestige and position of  all men. 
He is the King of  kings and Lord of  lords and all things 
were made by Him and for Him and in Him all things 
consist. Men don’t like Him because they do not want to 
submit to Him. They are delaying the inevitable.  

The Jews feared that if  their nation followed Jesus and 
believed that He was their king then they would be 
considered rebels against Caesar and the Romans would 
come and take over the nation and remove the chief  
priests and Pharisees from any place of  influence since 
they were the leaders. Incidentally, they were delaying the 
inevitable again. 

Caiaphas reasoned that allowing Christ to continue on 
was more dangerous than just killing Him. If  they killed 
Him only one man was dying. If  they allowed Him to 
continue the entire nation would die. From that point on 
they took counsel to find occasion to kill Jesus. 

From Another View. During the reign of  these wicked 
kings God was determined to set up His kingdom which 
would never be destroyed nor given to another. They were 
plotting to kill the king this “impostor” while God was 
setting His King on His holy hill of  Zion. The kingdom 
of  God was as a rock being carved out of  a mountain and 
was about to smash down all other kingdoms. The 
collision was coming and the kingdoms of  men were 
raging and imagining a vain thing. The Jews sought to 
come back into prominence like they had under David. 

They sought to take up the sword and destroy all their 
enemies. The kingdom of  God would not be like this, 
however. It would not be of  this world. It would be a 
kingdom in which the people would endure all hardship, 
all warfare, all circumstance and would not be moved by 
them. In God’s kingdom, His people rule in that they are 
not touched by the works of  the earth. They simply live 
above them. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of  the sea; 
though the waters thereof  roar and be troubled, though the 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. There is a 
river, the streams whereof  shall make glad the city of  God, the 
holy place of  the tabernacles of  the most High. God is in the 
midst of  her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and 
that right early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 
he uttered his voice, the earth melted. The Lord of  hosts is with 
us; the God of  Jacob is our refuge. Selah. Come, behold the 
works of  the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth. 
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of  the earth; he breaketh 
the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot 
in the fire. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The Lord of  
hosts is with us; the God of  Jacob is our refuge. Selah. (Psalm 
46) 

The people who sought to kill Jesus were operating out of  
unbelief. Faith would have caused them to believe on 
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Jesus, follow Him, be saved from their sins, even flee to the 
mountains in 70 AD, and if  they lost their life it would be 
for the gospel’s sake and they would be rewarded with 
eternal life. Faith is able to righteously endure the 
afflictions of  this world knowing that the world to come is 
the primary one. Faith can say this: 

Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of  thy servant 
David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine vain things? The kings of  the earth stood up, and the 
rulers were gathered together against 
the Lord, and against his Christ. For 
of  a truth against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles, and the people of  Israel, 
were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
determined before to be done. (Acts 
4:24-28) 

The chief  priests and Pharisees 
were taking counsel together to 
determine what they must do. 
What was happening, however, 
was a predetermined plan, an 
eternal purpose, a determinate 
counsel of  God that had been 
orchestrated before the world 
began. 

Ye men of  Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of  Nazareth, a man approved 
of  God among you by miracles and 
wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of  you, as ye 
yourselves also know: Him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of  God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of  death: because it was not 
possible that he should be holden of  it. For David speaketh 
concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for 
he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: therefore did 
my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my 
flesh shall rest in hope: because thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou hast made known to me the ways of  life; thou shalt make 
me full of  joy with thy countenance. (Acts 2:22-28) 

In an effort to justify his wicked intentions, Caiaphas 
prophesied about the work of  Jesus. Caiaphas though, 
lacked understanding concerning his own words. He 
would not benefit from the fulfillment of  his own words 
because of  unbelief. Even still, his words were short 
sighted. For Jesus wouldn’t just preserve the house of  
Israel but through His death He would gather together in 
one the children of  God that were scattered abroad.  

The work of  God cannot and will not ever be self  serving. 
Men cannot engage in the purpose of  God in an effort to 

please themselves for serve their 
own purposes. God’s work will 
never stoop so low. Men are only 
benefitted when they al ign 
themselves with God’s purpose 
and seek to please Him. It is then; 
when they seek FIRST His 
righteousness, that all these other 
things will be added unto them. 

The high priest “that year”, who 
by reason of  death could not 
c o n t i n u e f o r e v e r , w a s 
instrumental in putting to death 
the High Priest, Jesus, Who after 
the order of  Melchizedek would 
continue for ever. From the 
heavenly kingdom perspective, 
The High Priest was offering up 
Himself  as an atonement for the 
sins of  all the world. 

So, remember, brethren the blood 
of  Jesus is the blood of  an eternal 
covenant that accomplishes an 
eternal purpose according to 
God’s determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge. What Caiaphas 

said without understanding, we can 
say with full understanding: It is expedient for us that one 
man should die and the whole nation perish not.  

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of  man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:14-16) 

-PW 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THE LORD’S TABLE FULFILLED 
IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

“With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I 
will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  (Luke 22:16) 

The Lord’s Table is more sacred than the human mind dares to imagine. Like all things in the kingdom of  God it is 
discerned in the spirit, not the flesh. So, when Jesus said that He would not eat of  this meal again until He ate of  it new in 
His Father’s kingdom, He was identifying that a fulfillment of  what He was presently doing would come at a later time. In 
essence, Jesus wasn’t merely eating the Passover. Neither was He simply having the first Lord’s Supper. Jesus was teaching 
us of  a greater supper.  

Heaven is depicted as a intimate fellowship. It is when “the tabernacle of  God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself  shall be with them, and be their God” (Rev 21:3). Furthermore, heaven is 
also shown as a supper, even “the marriage supper the Lamb” (Rev 19:9) where those who were once “lame in the feet” 
are granted a seat at the king’s table continually for the sake of  another (2 Sam 9:13). With this in mind I like to think of  
the Lord’s table as a first-fruits experience of  sitting with Jesus at His table in the eternal kingdom. Now it is by faith, then 
it will be by sight. *Texts are taken from Luke 22 unless otherwise noted. 

1) Instituted on “the day of  unleavened bread when the passover must be killed” (v7). Likewise, the basis for our salvation, it’s origin 
in some sense, is the day that Jesus died for the sin of  the world. The Lord’s Supper calls us to remember Christ’s death 
and in the world to come that memory will not fade away, for there is a Lamb there, standing as if  slain. 

2) “Prepare…that we may eat” (v8). The disciples had to make preparation for them to eat. So, all disciples must make the 
necessary preparations for themselves as Jesus has made preparation for us all. Where? “into the city”… “the guest chamber” 
“with My disciples” in “a large upper room furnished” and made ready (v9-13). We will enter into that celestial city, Mount 
Zion, the city of  the living God, as guests of  the Bridegroom. It will be a large room, even with many mansions and all 
things will be thoroughly furnished and made ready for an eternal feast of  fat things.“He sat down” “and the twelve apostles 
with Him” (v14). It is then, that we will enter into that rest and sit down with our Lord as He sat down with His Father. 

3) “With desire” (v15). Jesus had desire to eat that first supper and He and us together desire to eat of  that heavenly supper. 

4) In the earth we eat of  it before suffering (v15). We receive consolation and hope that strengthens us for the suffering we 
may endure as a result of  being joined to the suffering servant. But this is only in the earth. Jesus wouldn’t eat it in 
reference to suffering ever again but in glory when it’s fulfilled in heaven (v16-18). If  we suffer with Him we shall also 
be glorified with Him. 

5) The Lord’s Supper is a point of  remembrance declaring what was necessarily accomplished to afford us a place at the 
heavenly table (v19-20). There we will cast our crowns before the one who paid our ransom and accomplished our 
eternal redemption. 

6) In the earth an enemy is present…even “among themselves” (v21-22)…but not in the world to come! The accuser of  the 
brethren is thrown down and cast into the side of  the pit. They which “continue” with Jesus (v28) will be “appointed a 
kingdom” (v29). So, do not be distracted by lesser things, for the Lord will provide for your needs and even “give you the 
kingdom” (Lk 12:22-34). 

7) Those who have excuses now “shall not taste of  My supper” (Lk 14:15-24). Many make excuses and neglect the assembling 
of  themselves together now. Those who are distracted from the things of  God; they shall not be partakers of  the 
heavenly table then. 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THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24) 

N o t h i n g i n t h e g o s p e l i s 
inconsequential. Nothing in salvation 
is expendable. Nothing in grace is 
unnecessary. Everything from God is 
vital because of  the magnitude of  the 
work of  salvation and depravity of  
man. 

God is manifesting His glory in His 
work with men; and men, at best, fall 
short of  His glory. In redeeming the 
fallen creation God must be the 
worker. He cannot rely upon men for 
any of  the provision. From start to 
finish He is the Savior and they are 
the saved. In order to bring this fallen, 
corrupt, deceived, blind, and dead 
creation to dwell in the presence of  
His holiness He is going to need more 
than their efforts. In order for them to 
do what He requires, He is going to 
have to do a work for them, then do a 
work upon them and then do the 
work in them. In effect He is going to 
have to bear their sin and make 
propitiation for it [FOR THEM], 
then He is going to have to make 
them a new creation fitting for His 
dwelling in them [UPON THEM], 
and then He is going to have to 
transform them into the image of  His 
Son [IN THEM]. The gospel of  the 
grace of  God announces that He has 
and He will - in Jesus.  

It is not enough, in some sense, for 
grace to be available to men. There 
must be the announcement of  it. 
What good is grace to men who 

cannot access it because of  the 
ignorance that is in them. Like Israel 
who “being ignorant of  God’s 
righteousness went about to establish 
their own,” so men that are ignorant 
o f  God’s g race seek to save 
themselves by good deeds. If  men do 
not know about the provision of  God 
they cannot live honestly and 
confidently at the same time. Grace 
without the gospel is unobtainable 
because it is a mystery. The word of  
God’s grace is able to build men up 
and give them an inheritance. This 
word enables men to appropriate this 
grace through faith. 

A gospel without grace is perilous! It 
wil l leave the people striving 
according to the flesh, continually 
falling short and questioning even the 
proposition of  salvation and certainly 
doubting their own. The gospel is a 
message of  grace and it desperately 
needs to be preached as long as it is 
called today, for a gospel without 
grace is no gospel at all.  

THE MESSAGE OF THE 
GOSPEL OF GRACE 

The gospel announces that the Lord 
has provided all things necessary for 
eternal life in glory. It proclaims a 
salvation that is not of  the works of  
men but of  God’s work. It says to its 
hearers, “what you couldn’t do, God 
did.” Furthermore, the gospel of  the 
grace of  God declares that men can 
be joined to the Lord and that “in 

Jesus” (that is a key phrase) they have 
Divine power to overcome the world 
as more than a conqueror. Even 
more, the gospel of  grace speaks of  
the fulness of  salvation in the world to 
come. 

The gospel of  the grace of  God 
stands in stark contrast to the 
commandments of  the law of  Moses. 
It is not in opposition or disagreement 
with the Law but it is vastly different 
from it. The gospel of  the grace of  
God is good news BECAUSE of  the 
effectual ministry of  the law of  
Moses. The law of  Moses stopped 
every mouth and made every man 
accountable to God. The message of  
salvation in Christ Jesus is good news 
because the law condemned every 
man, and grace can justify every man.  

Law demands that men work. Grace 
demands that men cease from their 
work (Rom 4:4). Law says “you must 
do it.” Grace says, “God will do it.”  
Law say s “Do.” Grace say s , 
“Believe…and then you will do.” Law 
makes sinful men guilty. Grace makes 
sinful men righteous (Rom 5:20-21; 
6:14-15). 

So,what is the gospel of  the grace of  
God? 

It is a Message of  Divine 
Provision. Jesus was “made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering 
of  death…that He by the grace of  
God should taste death for every 
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man” (Heb 2:9). The gospel of  grace 
announces that what was necessary to 
pay for sin, satisfy the wrath of  God, 
vindicate the forgiveness of  God, and 
justify men has been accomplished in 
the sacrifice of  Jesus. It says that in 
Jesus, “we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of  sins, 
according to the riches of  His 
grace” (Eph 1:7) 

It is a Message of  Divine Mercy. 
It is at “the throne of  grace” that men 
“obtain mercy” and find grace to help 
in time of  need (Heb 4:16). This is 
necessary for the present day. The 
grace of  God does not simply forgive 
our sins and then leave us to try 
again. Grace is given because God 
has considered our frail estate and has 
been merciful to us. When men draw 
near to the throne of  God because 
they are vulnerable to the temptations 
in the world, He does not turn them 
away. He does not chastise them for 
their imperfection. Instead, He sees 
their humble and contrite heart, He 
has mercy on them and gives them 
grace to overcome that which would 
otherwise overcome them. 

It is a Message of  Divine Help. 
Grace is Divine help! “The grace of  
God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should l ive soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present 
world; looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of  the 
great God and our Savior Jesus 
Christ” (Tit 2:11-13). Grace teaches 
us to live rightly. Again, God doesn’t 
just pardon our infirmity (mercy), He 
helps us (grace). Paul could rejoice in 
his infirmities because he knew that 
the power of  Christ would rest upon 

him; he knew that grace was up to the 
task (2 Cor 12:9). 

Grace is an eternal gift. It covers your 
past, empowers your present, and 
secures your future. Specifically, your 
sins are forgiven and taken out of  the 
way; your infirmity is pardoned and 
you are supplied power to overcome 
today; you will arrive safely in the 
world to come where God will show 
you the exceeding riches of  His grace 
in kindness toward you in Christ 
Jesus. 

In Christ Jesus, men have been given 
access to a God-favoring environment 
wherein God can dwell in them and 
do all His pleasure. The end of  grace 
is glory. “By whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of  the 
glory of  God” (Rom 5:2) 

SALVATION IS BY GRACE 
BECAUSE SALVATION IS BY A 

SAVIOR 
Jesus is central to the gospel and the 
grace of  God is in Him. God has 
provided salvation to men in Jesus. 
So, when we talk about grace we 
must talk about Jesus because Jesus is 
full of  grace. “The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of  the 
only begotten of  the Father, full of  
grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). Jesus is full 
of  grace, “and of  His fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace” (Jn 
1:16). Jesus, the only begotten is full 
of  grace and when we receive Him, 
we receive of  His fullness - we receive 
grace - and as a result of  our 
reception of  Jesus and our placement 
into grace we are given “power to 
become the sons of  God” (Jn 1:12). 
We are born of  God by way of  

partaking of  the grace of  God in the 
person of  Jesus Christ. Now, compare 
that to the message of  the law. Where 
men were never changed into a godly 
g e n e r a t i o n b y l a w s a n d 
commandments. They are changed, 
even created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, by grace through faith. 
“For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” We are partakers of  grace by 
fellowship; by virtue of  being in 
Christ Jesus.  

We must consider the grace of  God 
as a sort of  environment in which we 
are made to be fit vessels for the 
habitation of  God. In the Revelation 
we see Jesus standing in the midst of  
the churches. That is an environment 
of  grace in which the churches are 
being cultured as a dwelling of  God. 
All the provision of  God is made 
available to them and they are 
increasingly changed into the glory of  
Christ. Where they fail to live in 
accord with the grace that has been 
given them, their candlestick will be 
removed. Those who turn “the grace 
of  our God into lasciviousness” (Jude 
1:4); those who “receive the grace of  
God in vain” (2 Cor 6:1); those who 
seek to be justified by law and resort 
to another gospel; those who frustrate 
the grace of  God (Gal 2:21; 1:6; 5:4) 
fall from grace and have their 
candlestick removed. They were 
shown grace, they were placed in this 
environment of  divine blessing and 
neglected its purpose and abused 
their position - this will not go 
unnoticed.  

However, I am convinced of  better 
things concerning you. You can be 
like the apostle Paul who said, “by the 
grace of  God I am what I am: and his 
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grace which was bestowed upon me 
was not in vain; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of  God which was with 
me” (1 Cor 15:10). So, “As every man 
hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of  the manifold grace 
of  God” (1 Pet 4:10). 

The Gospel is a Summons into 
Divine fellowship. We are called by 
the gospel to the obtaining of  the 
glory of  God (2 Th 2:14). In the 
gospel the Spirit and the bride are 
saying “Come” and Jesus is saying 
“Come unto Me.” For it is in the 
fellowship of  Christ that men are 
made partakers of  grace. By way of  
contrast, when the Law was given 
men had to stand back but when the 
gospel of  grace is preached men draw 
near. And they must in order to 
obtain it from Jesus.  

Grace is not something that you are 
given by God and then able to use 
with your own ability. That would be 
more in tune with the Galatian way 
of  life. It is power and strength that is 
facilitated to you by Jesus. No one can 
receive the grace of  God from Jesus 
and leave Him; to use it. 

Not a Commodity. Frequently in 
the Scriptures we read that grace was 
“upon” a person. We also read that 
men were standing “in” grace and 
that grace was “in” men. Things that 
are done unto God are done “by 
grace.” So, grace is not something 
that is used here and used there; 
bestowed here and bestowed there. 
Grace is like an atmosphere that 
causes anything in its sphere to move 
God-ward. And this atmosphere of  
grace surrounds Jesus; wherever He 

goes it goes and wherever He is - 
there is grace.  

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 
Tim 2:1). And “grow in the grace 
and knowledge of  the Lord Jesus”. If  
you are in Jesus you are standing in 
grace: be strong in it and grow! 

TESTIFYING 
The grace of  God is potent. Paul 
spent his time in Asia ministering to 
the brethren “with all humility of  
mind, and with many tears and 
temptations” (v19). Everywhere he 
went the Jews were lying in wait to do 
him harm. Though in all of  this he 
kept nothing back that was profitable 
to the church. He taught publicly and 
from house to house. He testified both 
to Jews and Greeks to repent and 
believe on Jesus. He was bound by the 
Holy Spirit to continue doing this 
even unto Jerusalem where he did not 
know what would happen only that 
he knew that bounds and afflictions 
awaiting him in every city...how much 
more Jerusalem. But none of  these 
things moved him. That is what grace 
is capable of  accomplishing. 

Works Adorning the Doctrine We 
Preach. Paul’s actions adorned his 
doctrine. He not only spoke of  the 
grace of  God, he demonstrated it’s 
work by his life. When Paul preached 
it was from an experiential viewpoint. 
He testified of  the grace of  God 
because he was a partaker of  it.  

F i r s t a Pa r t a ke r ; T h e n a 
Distributor. “The hardworking 
farmer must be first to partake of  the 
crops” (2 Tim 2:6). He MUST be first 
a partaker. This is what the ministry 
of  testimony is all about. Paul testified 
the gospel of  the grace of  God. He 

could tell men of  God’s grace 
because He was a partaker of  God’s 
grace. He, as the chief  sinner, was 
shown mercy as a pattern of  all those 
who would be be saved by believing 
on Jesus (1 Tim 1:15-16). He obtained 
mercy from the throne of  grace. He, 
by the grace of  God was given his 
ministry to the Gentiles to preach the 
unsearchable riches of  Christ. And he 
labored more abundantly than all the 
other apostles yet it wasn’t him but 
the grace of  God in him! He was a 
partaker of  grace so his ministry 
enhanced from doctrine to testimony.  

What about you? Have you partaken 
of  what you are preaching? You who 
preach peace, do you have peace? 
You who preach hope, do you have 
hope? You who preach Christ, are 
you with Him? Is your preaching 
simply philosophy or is it testimony? 
Can you bear witness to the 
effectiveness of  the truth that you 
speak? If  not, taste and see that the 
Lord IS gracious. First partake; then 
distribute. It will change the way you 
preach, and give you joy to preach it.  

Ministering/Testifying to Others. 
See to it that no one comes short of  
the grace of  God. The gospel must be 
preached. Men must hear about the 
help available to them. Men fall 
because they are weak. Don’t just 
point out the problem, point them to 
the grace of  God. Tell them that 
“God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work” (2 
Cor 9:8). “Yea, all of  you be subject 
one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. “(1 
Peter 5:5)	 	 	  -PW 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JESUS: THE LORD OF SABAOTH 
Unless the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we would have become like Sodom, and 
we would have been made like Gomorrah. (Romans 9:29, NKJV) 

Sodom and Gomorrah was a 
demonstration of  the Divine 
overthrow of  a place due to the 
grievous sins of  the inhabitants. 
There are numerous warnings in the 
Scripture that reference Sodom and 
Gomorrah as a potential experience 
for those living ungodly. The Lord 
has frequently called people to 
repentance in essence saying, “If  
you don’t repent you will end up like 
Sodom and Gomorrah.” Here are a 
few examples: 

“And that the whole land thereof  is 
brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it 
is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass 
growth therein, like the overthrow of  
Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah, and 
Zeboim, which the Lord overthrew in 
His anger, and in His wrath” (Deut 
29:23). 

“And Babylon, the glory of  kingdoms, 
the beauty of  the Chaldees’ excellency, 
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah” (Isa 13:19). 

“I have seen also in the prophets of  
Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit 
adultery, and walk in lies: they 
strengthen also the hands of  evildoers, 
that none doth return from his 
wickedness; they are all of  them unto me 
as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof  as 
Gomorrah” (Jer 23:14). 

“As in the overthrow of  Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the neighbour cities 
thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall 
abide there, neither shall a son of  man 
dwell in it” (Jer 49:18). 

“I have overthrown some of  you, as God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye 
were as a firebrand plucked out of  the 
burning: yet have ye not returned unto 
me, saith the Lord” (Amos 4:11) 

“Therefore as I live, saith the Lord of  
hosts, the God of  Israel, Surely Moab 
shall be as Sodom, and the children of  
Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding 
of  nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual 
desolation: the residue of  my people shall 
spoil them, and the remnant of  my 
people shall possess them” (Zeph 2:9). 

We must be aware of  these warnings 
(and many others) lest we become 
presumptuous about s in and 
judgment. Furthermore, we must 
consider that this was the apostle’s 
reasoning concerning the nation of  
Israel. They had strayed so far from 
the Lord that they would have been 
o v e r t h r o w n a s S o d o m a n d 
Gomorrah, except the Lord had 
d e t e r m i n e d t o l e a v e t h e m 
descendants. Oh, the mercy of  the 
Lord. Truly He abounds in 
lovingkindness. 

Recapping of  Sodom and 
Gomorrah. You remember, dear 
reader, that it was “Because the 
o u t c r y a g a i n s t S o d o m a n d 
Gomorrah is great, and because 
their sin is very grave,” that the Lord 
said, “I will go down now and see 
whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry against it 
that has come to Me; and if  not, I 
will know” (Gen 18:20-21). And the 
Lord saw that the half  had not yet 
been told. The vexation of  the soul 
of  righteous Lot was indeed 
warranted and God planned to act. 
Their sin, to be named from those 
days on as sodomy, was both 
ungodly and unnatural. Like in our 
day they labored to defend and 
celebrate their sin while they 
condemned the one warning them 
of  it’s danger. 

God, showing grace to Abraham, 
told him of  His purpose. Abraham, 
then, in the boldness of  faith, stood 
before the Lord and inquired of  the 
Lord’s work in view of  His 
righteousness: “Would You also 
destroy the righteous with the 
wicked?…Far be it from You to do 
such a thing as this, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that 
the righteous should be as the 
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not 
the Judge of  all the earth do 
right?” (Gen 18:23,25). The Lord 
agreed and would go on to show 
Himself  as One who knows how to 
“save and destroy” (Jas 4:12). 

The Lord sent His messengers to the 
city to warn and deliver. Lot sought 
to spare the messengers from the evil 
men of  Sodom who determined to 
“know them carnally” (Gen 19:5). 
When Lot rebuked the crowds even 
to the point of  offering his two 
daughters in their stead, the men 
“both young and old” replied, 
“Stand back!” and roused the crowd 
against Lot saying, “This one came 
in to stay here, and he keeps acting 
as a judge; now we will deal worse 
with you than with them (Gen 19:9). 
But the two men ended up saving 
Lot from their hands and warned 
him, saying,   

“Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, 
your sons, your daughters, and whomever 
you have in the city—take them out of  
this place! For we will destroy this place, 
because the outcry against them has 
grown great before the face of  the Lord, 
and the Lord has sent us to destroy 
it.” (Genesis 19:12-13) 

While some of  his family complied, 
others refused, even causing Lot to 
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wait for a more appropriate 
response. But the angels wouldn’t 
have him destroyed along with the 
wicked. For the Lord was being 
merciful to him: in effect, The Lord 
of  Hosts was leaving a remnant. 
The account reads on, 

When the morning dawned, the angels 
urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take 
your wife and your two daughters who 
are here, lest you be consumed in the 
punishment of  the city.” And while he 
lingered, the men took hold of  his hand, 
his wife’s hand, and the hands of  his 
two daughters, the Lord being merciful to 
him, and they brought him out and set 
him outside the city.” (Genesis 
19:15-16) 

Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire 
on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord 
out of  the heavens. So He overthrew 
those cities, all the plain, all the 
inhabitants of  the cities, and what grew 
on the ground. (Genesis 19:24-25) 

And Abraham went early in the morning 
to the place where he had stood before the 
Lord. Then he looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of  
the plain; and he saw, and behold, the 
smoke of  the land which went up like the 
smoke of  a furnace. And it came to pass, 
when God destroyed the cities of  the 
plain, that God remembered Abraham, 
and sent Lot out of  the midst of  the 
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities 
in which Lot had dwelt. (Genesis 
19:27-29) 

Sodom and Gomorrah will continue 
to be a point of  reference for the 
people of  the world. God’s dealing 
with them serves to teach men how 
God feels about sin, particularly sin 
of  this most grievous kind. What we 
have to see in our Romans 9 text is 
that the Lord of  Sabaoth’s desire 
and willingness to show mercy and 
leave Israel “a seed” is the only 
reason that they did not end up as 
Sodom and Gomorrah. And to be 
clear, it is the only reason we all 
don’t end up as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as well. The One with 

all the power over the heavenly host 
is able to destroy the wicked and 
keep for Himself  a remnant. 

JESUS: THE LORD OF HOSTS 
The prophet Isaiah spoke early and 
often of  this Lord of  Hosts. In these 
prophecies we can see that Jesus, the 
Messiah, is identified also as “The 
Lord of  Hosts.” He was one who 
was over the heavenly army. He was 
the dread of  His enemies and a 
sanctuary for His friends: 

“The Lord of  hosts, Him you shall 
hallow; let Him be your fear, and let 
Him be your dread. He will be as a 
sanctuary, but a stone of  stumbling and 
a rock of  offense to both the houses of  
Israel, as a trap and a snare to the 
inhabitants of  Jerusalem. And many of  
them shall stumble; they shall fall and be 
broken, be snared and taken” (Isaiah 
14:13-15).  

This prophecy is very particular to 
our text in Romans 9. For Israel has 
been given a spirit of  slumber and 
has been partially hardened. Christ’s 
“own” who received Him not are 
those who have been offended by 
Him. He is to them a Rock of  
offense but to us who believe He is 
precious (1 Pet 2:7-8).  

“Many” of  Israel have stumbled and 
have fallen but, as Paul asserts, the 
Lord of  hosts has left a remnant 
according to the election of  grace. 
Mercy has been shown them by the 
Lord of  Hosts until “the Deliverer 
will come out of  Zion and He will 
tur n away ungodl iness f rom 
Jacob” (Rom 11:26). Their remains 
a seed in Israel and upon the 
provocat ion o f  the Gent i le s 
salvation, all of  Israel shall be saved.  

To be sure, they must be saved by 
faith in Him and not by works of  the 
Law. The One who left them a seed 
is the very One by whom they must 
be saved. Jesus, afterall, is the reason 
that this remnant still exists. He is 
their Savior. But, if  the Lord of  
Sabaoth had not left them a seed, 

they would have been like Sodom 
and Gomorrah. For the Jews were 
guilty of  an even more grievous sin 
than that of  Sodom and Gommorah 
- they rejected the Son of  God and 
even put Him to death. Again, the 
Lord reasons with His people from 
this point in history. Upon sending 
out His disciples, Jesus said, 

And whoever will not receive you nor 
hear your words, when you depart from 
that house or city, shake off  the dust from 
your feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it will 
be more tolerable for the land of  Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of  judgment 
than for that city! (Mt 10:14-15) 

Jesus is the Lord of  Sabaoth of  
which we are speaking. He is the 
Lord of  Hosts and He is over and 
above all the host of  heaven 
including destructive angels like 
those that overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as well as angels that 
minister to the heirs of  salvation, as 
well as those who will reap the earth. 
He has the power to save and to 
destroy. And though He is a “man 
of  war” (Isa 42:13) it is His 
preference that men might be saved.  

In His coming to earth in the form 
of  a man, He revealed much about 
His desire and purpose. For once 
when He visited a village of  the 
Samaritans the people did not 
receive Him. His disciples asked if  
this was a time like Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  

“Lord, do You want us to command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume 
them?”…But He turned and rebuked 
them, and said, “You do not know what 
manner of  spirit you are of. For the Son 
of  Man did not come to destroy men’s 
lives but to save them.” (Luke 9:54-56) 

Jesus and His Host. Jesus came 
into the world with the grand 
announcement of  the heavenly host 
(Lk 2:13-14). Satan tempted Him to 
exploit his heavenly host by 
throwing Himself  off  of  the 
pinnacle of  the temple (Mt 4:6). 

12147 ROCKSWITCH STREET     MILTON, DE 19968 !20



SUMMER 2016 MOUNTAIN TOP MAGAZINE ISSUE #7

And upon His refusal, the heavenly 
host can and ministered to Him (Mt 
4:11). When He returned to glory as 
the king of  glory, the Host of  heaven 
received Him (Ps 24). And when He 
returns He is coming with His 
mighty angels (2 Th 1:7-8). Jesus has 
always been the Lord of  Hosts. 

But perhaps one of  the best 
illustrations of  Jesus as the Lord of  
Hosts when He was arrested in 
Gethsemane. The soldiers came 
“with swords and clubs” to arrest 
Him and Peter even defended Him 
with a sword, as though Jesus might 
be overthrown. But, Jesus told Peter 
to put the sword away, saying, “Do 
you think that I cannot now pray to 
My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of  
angels?” (Mt 26:53). Why? Because 
they were His hosts! Perhaps the 
centurion said more than we know 
when he said “For I also am a man 
under authority, having soldiers 
under me. And I say to this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, 
‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does 
it.” (Mt 8:9) It is no wonder that 
Christ marveled at his faith. He 
knew more about Lordship than all 
of  Israel. 

IDENTIFYING THE “HOSTS” 
OF THE LORD 

When the king of  Syria found out 
that Israel was always one step 
ahead of  him in war, he was greatly 
troubled and said to his servants, 
“Will you not show me which of  us 
is for the king of  Israel?” His 
servants revealed that it was Elisha 
who was telling the king’s secrets to 
Israel. So, the king of  Syria sent a 
great host to capture Elisha. 

Therefore he sent horses and chariots and 
a great army there, and they came by 
night and surrounded the city. And when 
the servant of  the man of  God arose 
early and went out, there was an army, 
surrounding the city with horses and 

chariots. And his servant said to him, 
“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 
So he answered, “Do not fear, for those 
who are with us are more than those who 
are with them.” And Elisha prayed, and 
said, “Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he 
may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes 
of  the young man, and he saw. And 
behold, the mountain was full of  horses 
and chariots of  fire all around Elisha. 
So when the Syrians came down to him, 
Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, 
“Strike this people, I pray, with 
blindness.” And He struck them with 
blindness according to the word of  
Elisha.“I saw the Lord sitting on His 
throne, and all the host of  heaven 
standing by Him on His right hand and 
on His left” (1 Kings 22:14-18) 

Now, the host that the Syrian king 
sent, and the only host that Elisha’s 
servant saw was the army of  the 
Syrians. This struck fear into his 
heart, and rightly so. But what we 
need to know is the same thing that 
Elisha did know and what his 
servant was about to find out: The 
Hosts of  the Lord is not limited to 
flesh and blood. The hosts of  the 
Lord include a large company of  
heavenly angels. The Lord of  Hosts 
is, no doubt, the Lord of  men and 
any other created thing in the earth, 
but He is also the Lord of  the 
heavenly creatures. 

Lord of  the Host of  Heaven 
AND Earth. This is why David was 
so confident when facing the 
Philistine champion. “Thou comest 
to me with sword, and with spear, 
and with a shield,” he said, “but I 
come to thee in the name of  the 
Lord of  hosts, the God of  the 
armies of  Israel, whom thou has 
defied” (1 Sam 17:45). David could 
see that the Philistine champion was 
no match for Champion of  heaven. 

F u r t h e r m o re, we mu s t a l s o 
recognize that “the armies of  Israel” 
that David spoke of  were not limited 
to men and horses and chariots but 
also those of  heaven. The heavenly 
armies are spiritual and the warfare 

is spiritual. What happens on the 
unseen field of  battle (in heavenly 
places) is evidenced or manifested 
on the seen field of  battle (on earth). 
For example, when the powers of  
darkness were given their hour, Jesus 
was beaten, crucified, killed and 
buried. When their time was up, He 
spoiled those principalities and 
powers and made a show of  them 
openly, triumphing over them in His 
cross and in His resurrection (Col 
2:15). 

When God proclaimed judgment on 
Babylon, He spoke through the 
prophet Isaiah concerning, “…the 
noise of  a multi tude in the 
mountains, like as of  a great people; 
a tumultuous noise of  the kingdoms 
of  nations gathered together;” It 
was “the Lord of  hosts mustering 
the host of  the battle.” “They come 
from a far country, from the end of  
heaven, even the Lord, and the 
weapons of  His indignation, to 
destroy the whole land” (Isa 13:4-5). 
This involved heavenly principalities 
and powers as well as armies of  flesh 
and blood.  

The just, that live by faith, must 
often simply pray, then trust and 
wait on the Lord. When we call 
upon the Lord He begins to muster 
His troops for battle. Consider 
Danie l ’s exper ience and the 
revelation given to him: while he 
was praying, the host was warring. 

“Then said he unto me, ‘Fear not, 
Daniel: for from the first day that thou 
didst set thine heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself  before thy God, thy words 
were heard, and I am come for thy 
words. But the prince of  the kingdom of  
Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of  the chief  
princes, came to help me; and I remained 
there with the kings of  Persia…’ Then 
said he, ‘Knowest thou wherefore I come 
unto thee? and now will I return to fight 
with the prince of  Persia: and when I 
am gone forth, lo, the prince of  Grecia 
shall come. But I will shew thee that 
which is noted in the scripture of  truth: 
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and there is none that holdeth with me in 
these things, but Michael your 
prince.’” (Daniel 10:12-13, 20-21) 

Pray fervently saints. Who knows, 
the angel sent to minister to you 
may be held up a bit. Don’t let up 
and don’t lose hope. Help is on the 
way. 

Making Application. The point to 
be seen, here, is that there exists a 
great host of  personalities both for 
you and against you; for God and 
against God, and men need to know 
that Jesus is the Lord of  them all. 
“For by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for 
him” (Col 1:16).  

Next time you face a fiery trial, an 
ordeal that is too fierce, too 
burdensome, too strong for you to 
handle alone. Remember, that the 
Lord of  Hosts is able to muster His 
troops to battle with you and for 
you. You are, in fact, “compassed 
about by so great a cloud of  
witnesses…ye are come unto mount 
Zion, and unto the city of  the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of  angels, 
to the general assembly and church 
of  the firstborn” (Heb 12:1,22,23). 
There are “many angels round 
about the throne” along with the 
four beasts and the twenty-four 
elders, “and the number of  them is 
ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of  thousands” (Rev 
5:11). They minister unto you, the 
heirs of  salvation. They are troops 
that the Lord of  Hosts musters 
together for warfare over the souls 
of  men. 

WHY IS THIS SIGNIFICANT?  
Men live in accord with the one(s) 
they serve. If  the serve the Devil 
they will lie, steal, kill and destroy in 

accord with their father. They will 
walk “according to the course of  this 
world, according to the prince of  
the power of  the air.” They are 
being governed, by this “spirit” “that 
now worketh in the children of  
disobedience” (Eph 2:2). When they 
speak, they speak the lies that are 
taught them THROUGH MEN, by 
the Father of  Lies. In warning the 
church of  this Paul wrote that “the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of  devils” (1 
Tim 4:1). This is the unseen hosts 
influencing the men of  earth. Thus 
the exhortation, “Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits, whether they are of  God; 
because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world” (1 Jn 4:1). 

These doctrines came through the 
mouths of  men but did not originate 
with men. But this truth does not 
e x e m p t t h e m e n f r o m t h e 
condemnation of  their sin. “And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall punish the host of  the 
high ones that are on high, and the 
kings of  the earth upon the 
earth” (Isa 24:21). Men are bound 
by Satan to do his will (2 Tim 2:26) 
as long as they neglect the provision 
of  God. In other words, those who 
do “not receive a love of  the truth, 
that they might be saved” will “for 
this reason,” be given a “strong 
delusion” by God, “that they should 
believe the lie, that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the 
t r u t h b u t h a d p l e a s u r e i n 
unrighteousness” (2 Th 2:11-12). 

Those who do not reject the lie and 
seek the truth will inevitably be 
de s t royed fo r the i r l a ck o f  
knowledge. That deceiver, the 
serpent of  old, is working tirelessly 
to deceive the very elect of  God. 
Nevertheless, there are more who 
are with us then are with him. And 
in the end, the Lord of  Hosts will 
come with His host to avenge His 
remnant. 

“So that we ourselves glory in you in the 
churches of  God for your patience and 
faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure: which is a 
manifest token of  the righteous judgment 
of  God, that ye may be counted worthy 
of  the kingdom of  God, for which ye 
also suffer: seeing it is a righteous thing 
with God to recompense tribulation to 
them that trouble you; and to you who 
are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence 
of  the Lord, and from the glory of  his 
power; when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that 
day.” (2 Thessalonians 1:4-10) 

EXHORTATION  
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of  His might. 
Put on the whole armor of  God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of  
the devil. For we do not wrestle against 
fl e s h a n d b l o o d , b u t a g a i n s t 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of  the darkness of  this age, 
against spiritual hosts of  wickedness in 
the heavenly places. (Ephesians 
6:10-12) 

The war set before us is not cause to 
fear but to have faith. Depend on 
the Captain of  your salvation to 
overcome His enemies and yours. 
Say, with that valiant psalmist of  
Israel “Though an host encamp 
against me, my heart shall not fear; 
though war should arise against me, 
in this will I be confident” (Ps 27:3). 
For Jesus is working salvation in the 
midst of  the earth and preparing a 
table in the presence of  His 
enemies. He is doing this  “To the 
i n t e n t t h a t n o w u n t o t h e 
pr incipal i t ies and powers in 
heavenly places” “the manifold 
wisdom of  God” might be clearly 

12147 ROCKSWITCH STREET     MILTON, DE 19968 !22



SUMMER 2016 MOUNTAIN TOP MAGAZINE ISSUE #7

seen in the church as it overcomes 
the world (Eph 3:10).  

Remember that when Joshua stood 
before that mighty fortress Jericho 
that “he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and, behold, there stood a 
man over against him with his sword 
drawn in his hand: and Joshua went 
unto him, and said unto him, ‘Art 
thou for us, or for our adversaries?’ 
And he said, ‘Nay; but as captain of  
the host of  the Lord am I now 
come.’” (Josh 5:13-14) 

Jesus, the Lord of  Hosts, is over all - 
both us and our adversaries. So take 
up “the whole armour of  God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. Stand therefore, having your 

loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of  
righteousness; and your feet shod 
with the preparation of  the gospel 
of  peace; above all, taking the shield 
of  faith, wherewith ye shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of  the 
wicked. And take the helmet of  
salvation, and the sword of  the 
Spirit, which is the word of  
God” (Eph 6:13-17). And let all of  
us know for certain that “the Lord 
saveth not with sword and spear; for 
the battle is the Lord’s” (1 Sam 
17:47).  

So, war a good warfare and fight a 
good fight of  faith. We are not of  
those that shrink back but of  those 
that believe to the saving of  our 

souls. And when it is all said and 
done and we are standing atop 
mount Zion looking down upon the 
Sodom and Gomorrah from whence 
we’ve come: we will see the smoke 
of  Sodom and Gomorrah; the 
smoke of  Babylon; the smoke of  the 
earth rising up as a furnace. And we 
will look about us and see that the 
Lord of  Hosts had delivered us in 
the midst of  the overthrow - He had 
left for Himself  a remnant and we 
are saved! 

-PW 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THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST FELLOWSHIP 
There came a day in my preaching when “the day dawned and the daystar arose in my heart” (2 Pet 1:19). I had been 
preaching in a professional capacity for a few years and the massive amount of  time to pour over the word of  God  
allowed me to be delivered from many doctrines of  men that were enslaving me. I was bound by the tradition that I had 
held to, “the tradition of  my fathers” (Gal 1:14; 1 Pet 1:18). I began to see the taint of  men in what I was hearing, reading 
and speaking. It was a sort of  fingerprint that I could see was corrupting the things of  God. The spirit of  Babylon (Rev 
18:2) that had covered all the earth had come to my house, my church, as well. First, I knew I had to clean my house of  all 
Babylonish garments (Josh 7:21) and zealously purposed to do so. 

My preaching immediately changed. The day had dawned and I could clearly see not only the word of  God but the “spirit 
of  prophecy” (Rev 19:10) - the thrust of  what God was saying. The Bible was about God and what He had done, was 
doing and would do through Jesus. Jesus was the focus of  the Scripture! How liberating that is for those wearied by the 
doctrines of  men. So, for the space of  about one year I experienced a great shaking that caused my faulty foundation to 
crumble - praise God. The foundation of  creeds concerning church government, the plan of  salvation, the great 
commission, the duties of  man, and on and on was not able to withstand this spiritual “aquakening” that I was enduring. 
As the dust from the former foundation settled and the smoke cleared I was able to see the true foundation that I could 
build on. “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 3:11, NKJV). 
Once the foundation of  Christ was laid, then I could build with “gold, silver, and precious stones” (1 Cor 3:12).  

One by one I was seeing precious truths that hadn’t previously fit into my religious confinements. They became so dear to 
me that I could not let them go or fail to declare them. But then, of  course, with the revelations came much agitation from 
religious flesh. For I was beginning to build the Lord’s house where another building project was already underway. Like 
Ezra and Nehemiah, I knew if  I wanted to continue to build I had to return from Babylon to Jerusalem. While this was a 
very difficult time for me, I can tell you that what the Lord gives is sufficient to supply more than what you left or lost.  

Since leaving the institution I had long been a part of, I have been able to experience the freedom of  fellowship above 
denominational walls. The word of  God has been recovered and given free course in the assembly of  the saints. The 
tongues of  saints have been loosed to express their understanding and insights into the things of  the Lord without fear of  
prejudice based upon age or gender. We have joyously followed the lead of  the Holy Spirit and have grown in the grace 
and knowledge of  the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Our fellowship now meets one evening each week for Bible study and once on the Lord’s Day for about four hours. We 
currently have four families regularly attending which may not sound like much in comparison to most churches but we do 
have three preachers that are able to minister the word with great power. The sisters among us participate in speaking unto 
edification without usurping any kind of  authority. Our children are very young but stay with us throughout all the 
meetings and occasionally pray and read aloud (which is a great blessing to the rest of  us). We have begun good works such 
as this publication, some online blogs, an annual preaching event and are currently working on publishing our website to 
build up the saints of  God. In all of  this we have determined to keep Jesus as the focus of  our considerations and our 
preaching. So we are happy to announce that we have decided to call ourselves “The Gospel of  Christ Fellowship.” 
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Statement of  Purpose 
Mountain Top Magazine is a ministry of  the Gospel of  Christ Fellowship. It is our 

desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and lifted up. Our purpose is to 
declare the Son of  God, the salvation of  God, and the ways of  God through the word 
of  God. Our aim is to present every man perfect in Christ. The purpose of  this 
magazine is to preach this glorious gospel through writing. 

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for spiritual reasons, not 
topographical reasons. (We live by the Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” 
is actually a sand dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen and 
heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling in heavenly places and 
walking about Mount Zion, God will show His people many precious things. This 
magazine will serve as a report of  those things which He has shown us. And that 
which we have received from the Lord, we declare unto you. 

Email us: pwoods330@gmail.com or Mail: 12147 Rockswitch St. Milton, DE 19968

ONLINE 
“A word fitly spoken is like apples of 

gold in settings of silver.” 
- Proverbs 25:11 

For more articles, audio and video 
visit: www.fittingwords.blogspot.com 

For brief  daily thoughts subscribe 
to: 

www.considerchristjesus.wordpress.com
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