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He That is Our 
God, is the God 
of Salvation. 
	 The gospel of  Christ is a declaration of  who God is and 
what He is accomplishing in salvation. Specifically, it 
announces what God is accomplishing in Christ Jesus - the 
Savior of  all men. God has determined to deliver His people 
by His own power and through His Own Arm. For when He 
considered the condition of  the earth, it’s inhabitants and it’s 
works He found a large divide that could not be traversed by 
any man. The distance between His holiness and man’s 
defilement was too great and there was none to intercede. 
He looked, “and there was none to help.” And He 
wondered, “that there was none to uphold” - no not one. 

“Therefore Mine Own Arm brought salvation unto Me, and My fury, it upheld Me” (Isa 63:5). Men are the recipients of  
the blessings of  the mighty work of  God. 

All soberly thinking men can see their own inability to deliver themselves from the wrath to come. When men can truly see 
the predicament that they are in as a result of  their own sin and the relentless curse of  the law (Gal 3:13), then they will 
know that they can only escape by the work of  a mighty Savior. In other words, the correct perception of  salvation will 
cause us, as it has caused all the saints of  old, to praise God for His salvation. “But I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice 
of  thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of  the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). And again, “And it shall be said in 
that day, ‘Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in His salvation’” (Isa 25:9).  

Salvation is accomplished, from start to finish, by a Savior not by instruction. God is not telling men what they must do in 
order to save themselves (although that is involved), He is telling them that He is the Savior. Understanding this will cause 
men to both cry out to the Lord and praise Him for such immediate deliverance. It is often in times of  grief  and distress 
that this truth is most prominent in our thinking. These are the most precious times of  clarity and fellowship with the 
Lord; times when you can say “In you alone I put my trust. You are the God of  Salvation.” 

“I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I 
will trust; my buckler, and the horn of  my salvation, and my high tower. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: 
so shall I be saved from mine enemies. The sorrows of  death compassed me, and the floods of  ungodly men made me afraid. The 
sorrows of  hell compassed me about: the snares of  death prevented me. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my 
God: he heard my voice out of  his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.” (Psalm 18:1-6)  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“Ye men of  Israel, hear these words; Jesus of  Nazareth, a man approved of  God among you by miracles and 
wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of  you, as ye yourselves also know; Him, being delivered by 
the DETERMINATE COUNSEL and foreknowledge OF GOD, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain.” (Acts 2:22-23) !
JESUS: THE DETERMINED SOURCE OF 

SALVATION 
“And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of  
the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).  

God Saves Men In, Through, and By Christ. When 
sensitive men become aware of  their sin they will call upon 
someone to save them from it. Jesus is that appointed 
Someone. He is the appointed Savior of  all men. In every 
required aspect of  salvation, Jesus is the Performer of  the 
work. From their enlightenment, to their deliverance, to 
their sustenance, to their empowerment, to their 
overcoming, and to their glorification God is saving them 
to the uttermost those who come unto Him by this Savior.  

The issue is not about what men have done or what men 
are required to do. The issue is what God has done, what 
God is doing, and what God will do in Christ. Men must 
simply be found in Jesus. They must be with the Savior to 
be saved. 

The determinate counsel of  God is declared in the gospel 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. 
His wisdom, that which is from above, has made known to 
us that the only way men would be saved is by God. For 
with men it is impossible but not with God. In every work 
of  salvation God is the initiator and man is the blessed 
recipient. Salvation, from start to finish, is by the provision 
of  God and faith of  man. God has determined to save men 
in, through, and by His Son Jesus. 

• God draws men to Jesus (Jn 6:43). 
• God teaches men (Jn 6:44) and as a result they come to 

Christ.  
• God pierces the heart (Acts 2:37) convicting men of  sin, 

righteousness and judgment (Jn 16:8). 
• God opens the heart so that hearers can attend to the 

gospel (Acts 16:14). 

• God causes the light to shine into the heart (2 Cor 4:6). 
• God has given all things into Christ’s hand (Jn 13:3) and 

this includes giving men to Jesus (Jn 17:2,6,9-12,24). 
• Jesus teaches men of  Himself  and the Father and therein 

gives them eternal life (Jn 17:3). 
• Christ is successfully bringing many sons to glory (Heb 

2:10) and to God (1 Pet 3:18). 
• Jesus is the faithful Servant who is doing all things well 

(Mt 25:21,23). 
• All things shall be delivered to the Father by the Son (1 

Cor 15:24) and His people shall be presented to Him 
without spot or wrinkle (Eph 5:27) having been kept 
by God in Jesus (1 Pet 1:5; Col 3:3). 

JESUS: A MAN APPROVED OF GOD 
Jesus always was the chosen one of  God. He was always 
approved of  God. His miracles and wonders and signs 
were a manifestation or an attestation of  said approval and 
a demonstration that God was in Him working salvation in 
the midst of  the earth and in the heart of  man. His works 
didn't just qualify Him, they justified God’s choice. 

Chosen of  God. While it is true that Jesus fulfills the type 
of  the high priest being one chosen from among the 
people, it is also true that this choice was not a response by 
God but more so a work of  God. God wasn’t just looking 
at humanity and happened across a sinless man to select. 
Rather, God sent this man. God was with this man. God 
was this man.  

God’s approval of  Christ was first based upon who Christ 
is, not what He did. The person must be approved before 
the works are approved. The approval of  the works is a 
product of  the approval of  the person. The works of  the 
earthly priests brought no pleasure to God because their 
offerings had to be first for their own sins. Their own 
person was defiled. Their gifts, even though they were 
offered according to the Law, were not acceptable because 
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they themselves were not acceptable. But Christ was 
without spot; without sin and with no guile in His mouth.  
His sacrifice was approved because He was approve. His 
works bear witness of  His acceptance.  

You can rest assured tonight that your soul is safe in the 
hands of  Jesus because Jesus is a man approved of  God. 
Salvation is sure because God has approved of  the 
foundation stone upon which it is built. Jesus is “the rock 
of  our salvation.”  

The Revelation of  the Savior. Jesus wasn’t chosen on 
account of  the work He accomplished, He was chosen in 
view of  the work He would accomplish. He was chosen 
before the foundations of  the world were laid. His works 
are a revelation of  His election. Even in the fulfillment of  
prophecy, Jesus wasn’t checking off  His to-do list, He was 
doing what was “natural” to Him. He was walking in 
accord with the calling with which He was called. 

“Him.” That One! The Lord! The very one that all of  
creation has been waiting for. He was approved of  God in 
their midst and they took Him and killed Him at the hands 
of  wicked men. This wasn't just anyone but the One sent 
to them; the One sent to be the Savior of  the world. He is 
the One by Whom God had determined to save them and 
He was the One that they determined to kill.  

Delivered by God. This text declares what was really 
happening in the death of  Jesus. Jesus was really being 
delivered into their hands by God Himself. God was 
bringing His Lamb to the slaughter house. God was 
delivering His Just One into the hands of  unjust men and 
for unjust men that they might be justified by faith and He 
might be justified in passing over sins previously 
committed. Jesus was obeying the commandment given 
Him by His Father. God was laying in Zion a precious 
corner stone; a foundation stone, upon which His kingdom 
would be built. Jesus was walking into the good work that 
God had laid before Him. Jesus was fulfilling all of  the 
types, shadows and prophecies concerning the Servant of  
Jehovah. All of  this was being wrought by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of  God. Nothing was 
surprising to God. Nothing was out of  control. Nothing 
was done simply by the will of  man. All things were being 

done in accord with God’s eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus before the world began. 

GOD’S DETERMINATE COUNSEL 
Determinate. No other counsel is determinate. No other 
purpose or plan actually determines the outcome or work 
accomplished. The counsels and plans of  men are really 
just suggestions or goals. Counsels of  men will determine 
to do things and even purpose in their hearts but it is still 
questionable as to whether the thing will be done. But the 
purposes of  the kingdom of  God are all engraved on stone. 
None can be thwarted and all are without repentance. 
Whatever God determines to do will be done. 

The Basis for Sound Reasoning. God’s counsel is able 
to counsel men. His will, purpose, and preferences are 
what justify any approved plans by men. His counsel is able 
to teach us about proper goals and proper passions. Only if  
our desires fall in line with His determinate counsel will 
they come to pass. “And this is the confidence that we have 
in Him, that, if  we ask anything according to His will, He 
heareth us; and if  we know that He hears us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired 
of  Him” (1 Jn 5:14-15). 

The Foundation of  Faith. Knowing His eternal 
purpose, His will, His plan, His counsel will enable us to 
think right and therefore act right. Men can be made 
righteous and live in accord with God’s very person and 
character. In salvation men become like God. They are 
righteous and as such are as bold as lions but if  any man 
shrink back the Lord will have no pleasure in him. 
Ignorance of  God’s purpose will leave men guessing, 
stabbing in the dark, and unable to live by faith. It is 
impossible to live by faith while being ignorant of  God. 
Faith is KNOWING that God is and that He is a 
Rewarder of  them that seek Him. 

THE WILL OF MAN 
“Ye Have Taken and Slain.” In the determinate 
counsel of  God, He did not overrule or outlaw man’s will, 
rather, He used it to accomplish His own will. It is 
common for men to announce that they have free will.  
They think they can do whatever they want and get what 
they want but really they are only allowed to do what will 
accomplish God’s will. Like Pilate, they have no power at 
all except that which is given to them by God. All of  man’s 
plans are subservient to God’s eternal purpose…whether 
they know it or not. 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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES 
Ye have heard that it hath been said, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.” But I say unto you, 
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you;” that ye may be the children of  your Father which is in heaven. For He maketh His 
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust. (Matthew 5:43-45) 

The fifth chapter of  the gospel according to Matthew is a record of  some of  Jesus’ first teachings. It begins with what are 
commonly known as the Beatitudes and concludes with this statement: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect” (v48). The teachings in this chapter consist of  Jesus clarifying the spirit of  the Law of  Moses. He 
frequently said, “You have heard it been said…but I say unto you.” He would then call the people not to simply comply 
with the bear minimum of  the Law but to extend themselves to go further; to be perfect. He is not setting the people up 
for failure so that He can eventually condemn them, they were already condemned by the Law of  Moses. He was calling 
those who sought to please the Lord to a higher plane. He was calling them to service that was without limit. He was 
calling them into the New Covenant which He would establish wherein men come into Divine fellowship and walk by the 
Spirit of  God. This is a relationship with God that none other knew prior to Christ. It is a relationship that causes men to 
do more than what they were able and more than what the Law could command. It causes men to bear the fruit of  the 
Spirit - against which their is no law. Partaking of  the Godhead calls men to be like the Godhead; to be perfect even as 
their Father in heaven is perfect. 

God Loves His Enemies. Not all men are in the favor of  God. God is not affectionate towards all men. He is in fact 
“angry with the wicked every day” (Ps 7:11). There are men who find themselves as the very enemies of  God (Rom 5:10; 
Col 1:20). However, God still shows these people love in that He causes the sun to rise upon them and causes the rain to 
fall upon them. He makes no distinction between His people and His enemies when it comes to showing this kind of  love. 
Again, this is not the love of  God which is in Christ Jesus that affords redeemed men all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places. But it is defined by Jesus, here, as love. In this sense God practices what He preaches when He says, “Let us do 
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of  the household of  faith” (Gal 6:10). God is good to all men and 
especially to believers. He is a rewarder and rewards all those that diligently seek Him. 

Men Ought to Love Their Enemies. The sonship referred to in the words of  Christ have to do with likeness. Men 
ought to love their neighbors as well as their enemies THAT they may be children of  their Father who causes the sun to 
rise and the rain to fall on both. It is easy, even natural, for men to love those who love them. But it is quite contrary to the 
flesh to love those who hate you. Jesus is calling His disciples to live contrary to the flesh; to take up their cross and follow 
after Him. “Deny yourselves” is His command and this must be done in order to love your enemies. 

Love is not a mere emotion or feeling. Love involves work. To love someone is to seek to benefit them and do good unto 
them. Though we will have enemies in this world just as Christ had enemies, it is not our task to take vengeance or deal 
out retribution on those who have wronged us. It is our task to comply with the commission to love God and love our 
neighbors without being turned aside by the sin of  others. We are called to obey God regardless of  what other men do. We 
must hear the words of  the risen Christ, “YOU follow Me” (Jn 21:22, NKJV). 

Go On To Perfection. Mediocrity is the anti-salvation. Nothing in Christ causes men to be slothful, indifferent, or slack 
concerning godliness. The kingdom of  God is always moving us closer to God. We are being transformed into the image 
of  the Son of  God by the Spirit of  God, and that from ever increasing stages of  glory. It would be contrary to the glorious 
gospel of  Christ if  men were to simply do what is natural to the flesh. They can accomplish that without Jesus. But loving 
your enemies, praying for them, and blessing them on a consistent basis will require the grace of  God. Do not balk at this 
command. Seek grace to help and exert all your energies to “be perfect.” “Not that I have already attained, or am already 
perfected; but I press on…leaving the discussion of  the elementary principles of  Christ, let us go on to perfection” (Php 
3:12; Heb 6:1, NKJV). You will find that the application of  this command will be varied and very personal between you 
and Christ. But if  you set your heart to do it, Jesus will lead you into loving your enemies and going on to perfection. 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Having made known unto us the mystery of  His will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in 
Himself: that in the dispensation of  the fulness of  times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him: in Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of  Him who worketh all things after the counsel of  His own will: that we 
should be to the praise of  His glory, who first trusted in Christ. In Whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of  truth, the gospel of  your salvation: in Whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy 
Spirit of  promise, which is the earnest of  our inheritance until the redemption of  the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of  His glory. (Ephesians 1:9-14) !

PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS 
CONCERNING SALVATION 

The work of  salvation is progressive 
in nature and it is actively moving 
toward it’s ordained end. Those being 
saved have entered into this work and 
are now participating in it and this 
experience will also continue for ever 
as they abide in Christ, the Savior of  
all men. In other words, God has 
begun a good work through Christ 
and He fully intends on bringing it to 
completion.  

Consider salvation as a fellowship and 
the benefits of  it are mutually enjoyed 
by all that are involved. The Godhead 
is involved and blessed by men being 
saved. Men themselves are involved 
and benefit greatly from salvation. 
The heavenly angels are involved in 
ministering to the heirs of  salvation 
and they are blessed by beholding 
such a great work, also. 

While men have no part in the 
orchestrating, initiating or causing of  
salvation, they have indeed been 
brought into the participation of  it. 
Furthermore, our partaking of  Divine 
benefit and blessing, as everything in 
the kingdom of  God, is increasing. 
Thus, as we are translated from this 

world to that which is to come, the 
experience of  those in Christ will be 
in accord wi th the i r cur rent 
experience only enhanced, improved, 
increased, and perfected. Specific to 
the text before us we can say, “The 
redemption of  the purchased 
possession is better than the earnest 
of  it.” 

THINGS KEPT SECRET ARE 
NOW MADE MANIFEST 

“Having made known unto us the mystery of  
His will” 

God is unveiling mysteries that have 
been hidden from man since before 
the foundations of  the earth were 
laid. And because the wisdom of  man 
never comes to the knowledge of  God 
(1 Cor 1:21), of  His own will, God 
has revealed these mysteries to us by 
His Spirit. And both the revelation of  
the mystery of  His will and the 
accomplishment of  it are unto the 
praise of  His glory. 

“Hermeneutics” has been defined as 
the science of  studying, interpreting, 
and understanding a text, primarily 
Scr ipture. When i t comes to 
understanding the mysteries of  
heaven the only effective and true 
hermeneutic is Divine revelation. The 

mysteries of  God must be revealed by 
God and if  they are not, no amount 
of  earthly expertise will find them 
out. Here is some good news: God is 
a revealer of  mysteries. He has 
revealed the mystery of  His will to 
men! 

OUR PRESENT EXPERIENCE 
Presently, men have been given to 
Christ by the Father in order for 
Christ to bring them to the Father. As 
Jesus does this, all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places and all things 
pertaining to life and godliness are 
freely given to those with Jesus. He is 
saving men now in order to save them 
to the uttermost in the world to come. 
Escaping the wrath of  God is always 
and only accomplished in the Son of  
God. The apostle, here, is affirming 
our present experience of  salvation in 
view of  our future experience of  
s a l v a t i o n … a l l o f  w h i c h i s 
accomplished in Jesus. 

“In Whom.” Our salvation will 
never be separated from Jesus. We 
will never be able to experience or 
maintain an acceptable standing with 
God unless Jesus is ever-living to 
make intercession for us. Jesus is the 
Savior of  the world commissioned 
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and sufficient for such a work. God 
has sent Jesus and is gathering all 
things together in Him. According to 
this text men have obtained an 
inheritance in Christ. They have 
trusted in Christ. And They have 
been sealed with the Holy Spirit of  
promise in Christ. 

We Heard the Word of  Truth. 
The mystery of  the will of  God is 
manifested through the gospel. The 
g o o d n e w s o f  o u r s a l va t i o n 
announces that God is delivering, 
blessing, and rewarding men through 
the Man, Christ Jesus. The gospel 
announces that everything necessary 
for the fulness of  joy to be realized is 
brought to us in Jesus. God is blessing 
the world through Him. The word of  
the truth of  the gospel reveals the 
hidden mystery that God “spared not 
His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all” and in view of  this great 
sacrifice, “how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things?” (Rom 
8:32). The “redemption of  the 
purchased possession” speaks of  the 
full obtainment of  “all things” that 
are freely given to us in Christ. The 
gospel both reveals and announces 
this. God has ordained to save men 
through this good word. 

The Will of  God was Made 
Known to Us. The will of  God is 
primarily concerned with what He is 
doing in Himself. It is in accord with 
His good pleasure which He 
purposed in Himself. The will of  God 
involves Him gathering all things 
together in Christ. His will includes 
predestinating us to obtain an 
inheritance through Christ. He is 
working all His purpose after the 
counsel of  His own will. God’s will for 
your life is for you to benefit from His 
will for Christ’s life. God is the focus 
of  His will and God is glorified in 
salvation! So, what are men to do? 
Trust in Jesus. 

We Trusted in Jesus. We have 
committed our lives and our souls to 
the One who is able to keep us from 
falling and present us before God 
without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing. We have staked the eternal 
condition of  our souls on the fact that 
God is satisfied with the sacrifice of  
Christ and that Christ is, and will 
remain, one with the Father: 
acceptable to Him, blessed by Him 
and seated at His right hand. We trust 
in Jesus. 

We Were Sealed IN Jesus WITH 
the Holy Spirit. Concerning this 
truth we will let the Scriptures speak. 
We have, in Christ, “tasted of  the 
heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of  the Holy Ghost, and 
have tasted the good word of  God, 
and the powers of  the world to come” 
(Heb 6:4-5). Therefore, “Grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of  God, whereby ye 
a r e s e a l e d u n t o t h e d a y o f  
redemption” (Eph 4:30). For “He 
which stablisheth us with you in 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
Who hath also sealed us, and given 
the earnest of  the Spirit in our 
hearts” (2 Cor 1:21-22). The gift of  
the Holy Spirit is in order to cause us 
to overcome now and be preserved 
u n t i l w e o b t a i n o u r f u t u r e 
inheritance. The Holy Spirit Himself  
is a foretaste of  an enhanced 
fellowship with God in the world to 
come. This foretaste provokes us to 
saving hope and causes intense 
pursuit until we apprehend that for 
which we were apprehended. It 
produces a groaning…but it is a 
productive groaning. 

“For we know that if  our earthly house of  
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of  God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven: 
if  so be that being clothed we shall not be 

found naked. For we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not 
for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed 
up of  life. Now he that hath wrought us 
for the selfsame thing is God, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of  the Spirit. 
Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we 
walk by faith, not by sight:) we are 
confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:1-8) 

“For the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willingly, but by reason of  him 
who hath subjected the same in hope, 
because the creature itself  also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of  corruption 
into the glorious liberty of  the children of  
God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. And not only they, but ourselves 
also, which have the firstfruits of  the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of  our body. For we are saved 
by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: 
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 
for? But if  we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait for 
it.” (Romans 8:20-25) 

THE REDEMPTION OF THE 
PURCHASED POSSESSION 

The Earnest Looks Forward to 
the Fullness. The fact that God has 
given us a down payment is a 
guarantee that He will give us full 
p o s s e s s i o n o f  t h e c o m p l e t e 
inheritance. Is suffering through this 
present evil world worth it? Will 
believers be ashamed on that last day? 
Have we wasted our lives? Is heaven 
real? These questions can be 
answered with a question, “Have you 
been given the earnest of  an 
inheritance? God makes good on all 
His payments!  
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Our Inheritance is a Purchased 
Possession. Christ has purchased 
our inheritance and it is reserved in 
heaven for us. It is there waiting for 
us. He has purchased it and He has 
purchased us and we shall soon be 
brought together. 

Our ransom has been paid and we 
belong to the Redeemer that fronted 
the bill. He has drawn nigh unto our 
souls, and redeemed them (Ps 69:18). 
He is now bringing the redeemed 
home to receive their purchased 
possession. We are on the highway to 
our inheritance.   

“And an highway shall be there, and a way, 
and it shall be called ‘The way of  
holiness;’ the unclean shall not pass over it; 
but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein. No lion 
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall 
go up thereon, it shall not be found there; 
but the redeemed shall walk there: and the 
ransomed of  the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.” (Isaiah 35:8-10)  

Christ paid off  an incurred debt. 
Similar to the year of  Jubilee (Lev 25), 
the fiftieth year for the Israelites, 
when all debts were forgiven. It was a 
year of  liberty and those who had 
sold possessions because of  debt were 
able to redeem them. The day of  
salvation is like an eternal year of  
Jubilee when Christ, the near 
kinsman has redeemed all men and 
possessions that had been lost because 
of  a debt no man could pay. 

Purchased by the Blood of  the 
Lamb. The great price for the 
redemption of  a man’s soul is briefly 
expressed through the psalmist in the 
following words: 

“Wherefore should I fear in the days of  
evil, when the iniquity of  my heels shall 

compass me about? They that trust in 
their wealth, and boast themselves in the 
multitude of  their riches; none of  them can 
by any means redeem his brother, nor give 
to God a ransom for him; for the 
redemption of  their soul is precious, and it 
ceaseth for ever, that he should still live for 
ever and not see corruption.” (Psalm 
49:5-9) 

The soul of  man shall last forever and 
that in a blessed condition with the 
Lord. How? By what means? 
Through what payment? He who was 
rich and became poor that through 
His poverty we might be made rich! 
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; but with the 
precious blood of  Christ, as of  a lamb 
without blemish and without spot” (1 
Pet 1:18-19). Heaven knows this and 
declares to the Lamb, “Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof; for Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy 
blood out of  every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation” (Rev 
5:9).  

There is a great responsibility to the 
ministers of  God now because of  
what God has invested. God has 
given us His only begotten Son and 
Jesus has made His soul an offering  
for sin. It is now appropriate that men 
no longer live for themselves but for 
Him who died for them and rose 
again. Furthermore, it is imperative 
that those in the church care for one 
another as those who are God’s own 
possession. Therefore preachers, 
teachers, ministers: “feed the church 
of  God, which He hath purchased 
with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).  

MUTUAL BENEFIT: CHRIST’S 
INHERITANCE AND OURS 

What a glorious salvation this is. We 
will receive God as our reward and 
Christ will receive us as His bride. “I 
am...thy exceeding great reward” 
God said to the father of  the faithful. 
And to His Son He said, “Ask of  Me, 
and I shall give Thee the heathen for 
Thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of  the earth for Thy possession” 
(Ps 2:8). And again, “It is a light thing 
that Thou shouldest be My Servant to 
raise up the tribes of  Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of  Israel; I will 
also give Thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My 
salvation unto the end of  the 
earth” (Isa 49:6). All are rewarded on 
account of  Christ’s work. As we have 
said, salvation is a fellowship in which 
all parties are blessed. 

God is Our God and We are His 
People. There are numerous records 
of  God declaring the end of  His work 
in the Scripture. He expresses His 
purpose as that of  He being our God 
and we being His people. This is the 
language of  fellowship, unity and 
oneness. Consider these declarations:  

• “And I will walk among you, and 
will be your God, and ye shall be 
My people” (Lev 26:12).  

• “Obey My voice, and I will be your 
God, and ye shall be My people; 
and walk ye in the all the ways that 
I have commanded you, that it may 
be well unto you” (Jer 7:23).  

• “And I will give them an heart to 
know Me, that I am the Lord; and 
they shall be My people, and I will 
be their God; for they shall return 
u n t o M e w i t h t h e i r wh o l e 
heart” (Jer 24:7).  

• “And ye shall be My people, and I 
will be your God” (Jer 30:22).  

• “At the same time,” saith the Lord, 
“will I be the God of  all the 
families of  Israel, and they shall be 
My people” (Jer 31:1).  
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• “But this shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of  Israel 
after those days,” saith the Lord, “I 
will put My law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; 
and will be their God, and they 
shall be My people” (Jer 31:33).  

• “That the house of  Israel may go 
no more astray from Me, neither be 
polluted any more with all their 
transgressions; but they may be My 
people, and I may be their God,” 
saith the Lord God (Ezek 14:11).  

• “ N e i t h e r s h a l l t h e y d e fi l e 
themselves any more with their 
idols,, nor with their detestable 
things, nor with any of  their 
transgressions; but I will save them 
out of  all their dwelling places, 
wherein they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them; so shall they be My 
people, and I wil l be their 
God” (Ezek 37:23).  

• “My tabernacle also shall be with 
them; yea, I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people” (Ezek 
37:27).  

• “Yet the number of  children of  
Israel shall be as the sand of  the 
sea, which cannot be measured nor 
numbered; and it shall come to 
pass, that in the place where it was 
said unto them, ‘Ye are not My 
people,’ there it shall be said unto 

them, ‘Ye are the sons of  the living 
God’” (Hos 1:10).  

• “And I will bring them, and they 
shall dwell in the midst of  
Jerusalem; and they shall be My 
people, and I will be their God, in 
truth and in righteousness” (Zech 
8:8).  

• “And what agreement hath the 
temple of  God with idols? for ye 
are the temple of  the living God; as 
God hath said, ‘I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My 
people’” (2 Cor 6:16). 

Redemption and salvation are 
mutually beneficial. We receive a God 
and God receives a people, in 
righteousness and in truth.  

We Belong to God. We have been 
purchased by God and yet while in 
this flesh we find ourselves enslaved, 
to some degree, to another. We are 
bound by this vile body. We are 
currently absent from the Lord. Until 
what has been purchased for us is 
completely ours we are found 
wanting. However, “Look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh” (Lk 21:28).  

Redemption: Possession and 
Obtainment. That which i s 

redeemed becomes the possession of  
the Redeemer. God spoke this way to 
Israel when He redeemed them from 
the Egyptians. “But now thus saith 
the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee, O Israel, 
Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I 
have called thee by thy name; thou 
art Mine” (Isa 43:1). “But the Lord 
hath taken you, and brought you 
forth out of  the iron furnace, even out 
of  Egypt, to be unto Him a people of  
inheritance, as ye are this day” (Deut 
4:20). 

In Christ, similar affirmations have 
been made by the apostles, “For ye 
are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor 6:20). 
And again, “Ye are bought with a 
price; be not ye the servants of  
men” (1 Cor 7:23). We are God’s 
possession and our bodies are His. In 
the world to come, however, we shall 
not be naked but clothed upon with a 
new and better house. We look 
forward to the redemption of  our 
body (Rom 8:23) and the possession 
of  a body like unto Christ’s glorious 
body. Until then, though groaning 
within ourselves, we are kept by the 
power of  God and sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of  promise.  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PURE AND RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT 
Over and over in the Scriptures men are told to judge with righteous judgment as it is in accord with 

God’s righteous judgment. “He shall judge the world in righteousness, He shall minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness” (Ps 9:8). “The heavens shall declare His righteousness; for God is judge Himself” (Ps 
50:6). “O let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for Thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the 
nations upon the earth” (Ps 67:4). “…He cometh to judge the earth; He shall judge the world with 
righteousness, and the people with His truth” (Ps 96:13). Men of faith, men of righteousness, all those who 
live their lives “as innocent as doves” and suffer for it can live with hope in view of God’s righteous 
judgment. “But, O Lord of hosts, that judges righteously, that triest the reins and the heart, let me see Thy 
vengeance of them; for unto Thee have I revealed my cause” (Jer 11:20). And so like Jesus, when they are 
reviled they can revile not again and when they suffer, they can threaten not, but can commit themselves to 
Him who judges righteously (1 Pet 2:23). The pouring out of the wrath of God is a controlled and precisely 
orchestrated procedure. There is great fury and indignation that is poured out in an effortless and 
uninhibited way. There is not a struggle. There is not an explosion of emotion. No outbursts of anger but 
simply a rendering to every man his reward.
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OVERCOME 
Everyone in Christ starts out well. But the question still remains as to whether they will finish well. While we are born 
again of  incorruptible seed, given the Holy Spirit of  promise, made a partaker of  Christ and the powers of  the world to 
come, the present evil world still has an allurement that can cause us to falter. Temptations are numerous. The enemy is 
seeking some to devour. And all that is in the world is not of  the Father and is passing away offering no help to the one 
who would seek after glory, honor and immortality. Given this real and present danger focused on the children of  God it 
necessary for them to remember that they not only have need of  endurance but they have the ability and resources 
necessary to endure and even overwhelmingly conquer.  

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense of  reward. For ye have need of  patience, that, after ye have done 
the will of  God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Now the just 
shall live by faith; but if  any man draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of  them who draw back unto 
perdition, but of  them that believe to the saving of  the soul. (Hebrews 10:35-39) 

The revelation of  Jesus Christ is a message of  victory and sufficient provision for believers to overcome the toil and 
suffering of  life. It consists of  warnings and great tribulation and hardship but with it provides the strength of  the message 
of  salvation. To the seven churches of  Asia we find these words: 

• To him that overcometh will I give to eat of  the tree of  life, which is in the midst of  the paradise of  God. 

• Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of  life. He that overcometh shall not be hurt by the second 
death. 

• To him that overcometh will I give to eat of  the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

•He that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations; and he shall 
rule them with a rod of  iron, as the vessels of  a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers; even as I received of  My 
Father. And I will give him the morning star. 

•He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment, and I will not blot out his name out of  the book 
of  life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and 
before His angels. 

•Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of  
My God, and he shall go no more out; and I will write 
upon him the name of  My God, and the name of  the city 
of  My God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down 
out of  heaven from My God; and I will write upon him 
My new name. 

•To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My 
Father in His throne. 

Our overcoming is exemplified and accomplished by Jesus 
overcoming the world. We can be of  good cheer because 
the captain of  our salvation overcame. Know this, God is 
able to save to the uttermost the one that cometh unto 
Him by Christ.  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QUOTABLE 
- some quotes from our assembly - 

“Loving the brethren is a product of seeing God’s 
love for the brethren.” (Erik Olmsted) 

“All of man’s hope hinges on what God did 
through Christ on the cross” (Tyler James Boyd) 

“In Jesus we are complete and through Jesus we 
are more than conquerors” (Kayla Olmsted) 

“It’s better to be hated by the world than to be 
rejected by God.” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Even if the world hates you, the love that God 
has for you is greater” (Erik Olmsted) 

“God does not excuse men from doing what 
comes naturally to them” (Kayla Olmsted) 

“Justification happens before you do anything; it 
is after being justified that by faith we 
‘do’” (Kayla Olmsted)
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The Spirit of  the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of  the prison to 
them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of  the Lord, and the day of  vengeance of  our God; to comfort 
all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of  joy for 
mourning, the garment of  praise for the spirit of  heaviness; that they might be called trees of  righteousness, the 
planting of  the Lord, that he might be glorified. (Isaiah 61:1-3) !
THE APPOINTMENTS OF GOD 
The appointments of  the Lord are 
sure. If  He has determined it, if  He 
has spoken it, He will also do it. 
Furthermore, His appointments are 
revealing of  His person. What He 
appoints teaches us about Him: His 
nature and His purpose and His 
person. Consider some of  these 
appointments of  God. 

• Salvation appointed walls and 
bulwarks (Isa 26:1): God intends on 
keep that which He redeems 

• Appointment of  the kingdom of  
men (Dan 5 :21 ) : God i s a 
Governor, The Governor among 
the nations 

• Appointment of  the Apostle and 
High Priest (Heb 3:1-2): God is 
intent on saving men to the 
uttermost 

• Appointment of  Heirship (Heb 
1:2): God is a Rewarder 

• Appointment of  the Judgment Day 
(Acts 17:31): God is just and men 
are accountable 

• Appointed unto men to die once 
then the judgment (Heb 9:27): 
God’s purpose extends beyond this 
world and beyond this body 

• Appointment of  afflictions for the 
saints (Ps 44:11; 1 Th 3:3)   God is 
compassionate and also knows the 
b e n e fi t o f  s u f f e r i n g f o r 
righteousness 

• Appointed times and bounds for 
men (Acts 17:26): God is wise 

• Appointment of  a kingdom (Lk 
22:29): God is the Lord who 
entrusts possessions to stewards 

• Appointment not to wrath but to 
obtaining salvation (1 Th 5:9): God 
desires, primarily, to save 

• Appointed the Law and established 
a testimony (Ps 78:5): God calls, 
initiates, instructs 

• Appointment of  the defeat of  good 
counsel (2 Sam 17:14): God’s ways 
are higher than man’s 

• Appointed each day for a year 
(Ezek 4:6): God is a revealer  

Now let us consider the blessed 
appointment unto them that mourn 
in Zion as declared through the 
prophet Isaiah. 

"The Spirit of  the Lord God is upon 
Me; because the Lord hath anointed 
Me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; He hath sent Me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 

to captives, and the opening of  the 
prison to them that are bound; to 
proclaim the acceptable year of  the 
Lord, and the day of  vengeance of  
our God; to comfort all that mourn; 
to appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zion, to give unto them beauty for 
ashes, the oil of  joy for mourning, the 
garment of  praise for the spirit of  
heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of  righteousness, the planting of  
t h e L o rd t h a t H e m i g h t b e 
glorified." (Isaiah 61:1-3) 

Here we learn that God is righteous. 
God is good. God is a comforter. God 
does not shelter His people from 
heartache and turmoil. Neither does 
He leave them to cope with them 
alone. He allows the famine then 
gives the food. He allows the drought 
and brings the rain. He allows 
mourning and then brings the 
comfort. And the latter provision is 
always more prominent than the 
former. In other words the comfort is 
of  such delight that you can forget the 
days of  mourning and the days of  toil 
(Gen 41:51).  

THE DAY HAS DAWNED 
No doubt the blessed appointments 
mentioned in Isaiah 61 (v1-3) sound 
good to the ears. But when would 
such things be accessible to the 
children of  God? And of  who does 
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THE BLESSED APPOINTMENT UNTO 
THEM THAT MOURN IN ZION
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the prophet speak? Of  himself  or 
another? Jesus answered these 
questions when He “returned with 
power” from His temptation in the 
wilderness. He came to Nazareth and 
“as His custom was, He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and 
stood up for to read” (Lk 4:16). And 
after He read these words of  the 
prophet before the people, He 
dec l a red t ru th tha t changed 
everything: “This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears” (Lk 4:21). He is 
the appointed One and now is the 
day in which these blessed things has 
dawned. We are living in the dew of  
it’s morning. Behold, NOW is the 
acceptable time. Behold, NOW is the 
day of  salvation.  

We Have Heard the Joyful Sound. 
The day has dawned. The gospel is 
now, and from the time of  Jesus, 
being preached with clarity and 
power to save. The meek, who refuse 
to be abrasive and to sheathe their 
strength for the wellbeing of  others 
are having glad tidings preached to 
them. The brokenhearted are being 
bound up and strengthened. Captives 
are being set free and prisoners are 
being shown the way of  escape. And 
this is just the beginning! 

Sin has been judged. The devil is 
destroyed. Grace now reigns unto 
eternal life. The Holy Spirit is 
dwelling in and governing the people 
of  God. Jesus is seated at the right 
hand of  the His Father. Believers have 
passed out of  death into life. They 
have been seated with Christ in 
heavenly places; hid with Him in 
God. Oh, but this is just the 
beginning! 

Present, And Future. The kingdom 
of  God is an everlasting kingdom and 
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus 
with eternal glory is an eternal 
salvation. Like Caleb and Joshua we 

are now partaking of  the first fruits of  
the Promised Land and they are 
better than all the fruits of  our land. 
This isn’t just poetic imagery, this is 
the apostles’ doctrine. The letter to 
the Hebrews speaks of  those who 
have been illuminated and tasted of  
the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of  the Holy Ghost. It speaks 
of  those who have tasted the good 
word of  God and the powers of  the 
world to come (Heb 6:4-6). In other 
words, they have tasted the firstfruits 
of  their future inheritance. They have 
a portion now of  what they will have 
in fullness then. This is the way the 
kingdom functions. God is making 
men fit for receiving all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 
Salvation provides a way for us to 
partake of  these things now and for 
ever and ever world without end.  

Think about this: Just like God had to 
take away our sins before we could be 
a habitation of  God in the Spirit, so 
He will remove all things that offend 
in order to make us fit for even more 
blessing. There is coming a day when 
that which is hidden will be made 
known. There is coming a day when 
the glory of  God shall be revealed. 
Then the Son of  God shall be 
manifested in His fulness. Then the 
saints shall shine like lights. Then the 
earth and its works shall be burned 
up. Then all things that offend God 
will be dispelled from His presence 
and from those who remain in His 
presence. Then we shall know as we 
have been fully known. Then God 
will deal out retribution. And then we 
shall be comforted. All the good 
things God has appointed for His 
people shall be enhanced, enlarged 
and overflowing and, praise God, we 
will be able to receive it. This day of  
salvation and the time of  comfort has 
dawned, brethren. Hold fast, for, high 
noon is coming soon. 

The Day of  Vengeance. We are 
living in the acceptable year. This is a 
year when God is pleased and those 
who come to Him by Christ are 
accepted by Him. It is a time when 
He may be found. Yet there is coming 
a day of  vengeance. Both the 
acceptable year and the day of  
vengeance are announced in the 
gospel and both are beneficial to the 
people of  God. In fact, how you think 
about the day of  vengeance is an 
indication of  your participation in the 
acceptable year of  the Lord. If  you 
are participating in the year of  
acceptance then you can look forward 
to the day of  vengeance when God 
will destroy all things that oppose you. 
However, if  you are neglecting so 
great a salvation then the day of  
vengeance is a terrifying thing 
because in it God will actually destroy 
you - for you are the one in 
opposition with the purpose of  God. 

But here is a blessed thought: The 
YEAR of  Acceptance…the DAY of  
vengeance. It is as though for us the 
day of  vengeance is brief  while the 
acceptance of  God is forever. There 
are things that “only last for the 
night” and there are better things that 
“come in the morning.” The day of  
acceptance is like the morning that 
comes after the night of  weeping and 
it is a morning that never ends. There 
will never again be the darkness of  
night once that morning comes. 

OUR BLESSED APPOINTMENT 
Everything that God does manifests 
who He is. In fact, the same can be 
said of  us. But through this blessed 
appointment we can see that God is a 
comforter. He is the Father of  mercies 
and God of  all comfort. Our 
experience here is one of  suffering, 
trial, dwelling in an evil world, housed 
in a vial body, surrounded by enemies 
within and without. In this we are 
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tempted to despair and perceive 
ourselves destroyed. But then these 
glad tidings ring clear. God has 
appointed for those that mourn in 
Zion…comfort! 

Mourning, Ashes, and the Spirit 
of  Heaviness. Mourning, ashes and 
a spirit of  heaviness are outward 
expressions produced by an inward 
experience. This is also true of  praise 
and joy. There really is no pretense in 
the kingdom of  God. God is not 
mocked. The kingdom of  God is one 
of  truth and the true worshippers 
worship God in spirit and in truth, 
not in pretense. We are not speaking 
of  paid mourners, or self  pitying 
gloomers. We are speaking of  those 
who out of  a sincere love for God and 
zeal for His house find themselves 
distraught over the condition of  His 
creation.  

All of  these expressions speak of  
sorrow, distress, and weariness. They 
are not owing to weakness but of  
discontentment. Those who are 
hardened by sin never mourn over it. 
But those who know the guilt of  sin 
will cry out over it. They will be 
distraught over their own sins and the 
sins of  the people. They will mourn, 
they will cover themselves in ashes as 
those in Nineveh, they will be clothed 
with a spirit of  heaviness until the 
burden of  sin is removed. David 
noted that as a result of  his sin the joy 
of  salvation was gone and he coveted 
it’s return. 

Mourning among the people of  God 
is produced when holy things are 
defiled, when God is blasphemed, 
and when sin is celebrated. The 
tolerant, the lukewarm and the 
indifferent will never experience 
mourning but those sensitive towards 
God will. Jeremiah mourned over the 
condition of  the holy city and of  the 
unrepentant people. Jesus wept over 

Jerusalem. Moses even sought death 
because of  the waywardness of  the 
congregation. All those who mourn in 
this way find themselves in the 
fellowship of  all saints and God 
Himself. God has appointed comfort 
for such people.  

Sighing and Crying in Zion. 
Ezekiel chapters 8 and 9 record a 
vision that the prophet was given to 
see as he peered into the holy temple. 
But in that vision the prophet beholds 
a most grievous sight, "even the great 
abominations that the house of  Israel 
had committed there that caused God 
to go far off  from His sanctuary (Ezek 
8:6). The Lord then told Ezekiel that 
h e w o u l d s e e e v e n g r e a t e r 
abominations that these. There was 
idolatry and sin taking place to the 
north, south, east and west. The 
people of  God had defiled the holy 
temple and God had determined to 
destroy them and it. However, in 
chapter nine the prophet beholds a 
man clothed in linen with an inkhorn 
by his side that would go and mark a 
particular group of  individuals that 
were not to be destroyed. Who are 
these blessed people? Hear the 
account:    “Go through the midst of  
the city, through the midst of  
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 
foreheads of  the men that sigh and 
that cry for all the abominations that 
be done in the midst thereof ” (Ezek 
9:4). While the world despises those 
that cry out against sin, the Lord 
Himself  has determined to take such 
people and deliver them from the 
wrath to come.  

Consider Paul’s Experience. The 
apostle Paul recorded his experience 
of  both mourning and comfort in his 
walk with the Lord. Mourning in 
Zion might sound like this: “O 
wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of  this 
death” (Rom 7:24). But then the 

comfort of  the gospel brings joy and 
rejoicing “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1).  

Mourning in Zion might sound like 
this: "I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I 
could wish that myself  were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh" (Rom 
9:2-3) and again, "my heart's desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved" (Rom 10:1). But 
then the comfort of  the gospel might 
sound like this: "And so all Israel shall 
be saved: as it is written, 'There shall 
come out of  Zion the Deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: for this is My covenant unto 
them, when I shall take away their 
sins'" (Rom 11:26-27). 

The confession of  mourning in Zion 
might sound like this: "Beside those 
things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of  all 
the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? Who is offended, and I 
burn not?" (2 Cor 11:28-29). But the 
comfort of  the gospel might sound 
like this. "Yea, [they] shall be holden 
up: for God is able to make [them] 
stand" (Rom 14:4). 

Beauty, Garment of  Praise, Oil 
of  Joy. Those who put ashes on their 
heads in mourning and sorrow and 
even repentance shall be clothed with 
beauty. Their appearance shall not be 
that of  one who needs comfort but 
one who has been comforted. The 
appointment that they have before 
them will be evidenced on the other 
side. They will be adorned with 
beauty. They will have cause for 
praise on account of  their blessing. 
They shall be praising the Lord and 
the they shall be praised. Our 
entrance into the fulness of  this 
appointment involves participation in 
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the heritage of  the Lord. In other 
words, this appointment is a promise 
to forever dwell in the courts of  the 
Lord, as it is written, “Thou wilt shew 
me the path of  life; in Thy presence is 
fulness of  joy; at Thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore” (Ps 
16:11). 

THE BLESSED OUTCOME 
Trees of  Righteousness, the 
Planting of  the Lord. The children 
of  God are known for strength. They 
are strong in the strength of  their 
Father’s might. They are firmly 
rooted and grounded. They are not 
moved away from the hope of  the 
gospel or from obtaining their 
inheritance. They are trees! But not 
just any trees. They are trees of  
righteousness. They live unto God 
though their environment is cursed. 
They are productive. They bear the 
fruit of  righteousness and do the work 
of  the kingdom. Their existence and 
stability is actually contrary to their 
environment as perceived in the world 
but in accord with the spiritual 
environment that they have entered.  

The power behind their efforts and 
stabil i ty is God Himself  who 
ministers nourishment to them. And 
His benefits to them add to their 
strength. In fact, they go from 
strength to strength. The blessings 
spoken of  in Isaiah 61 have utility 
toward the saving of  the soul. The 
beauty exchanged for ashes enables 
them to adorn the doctrine of  Christ. 
They aren’t governed by a list of  rules 
but with the liberty wherewith Christ 
has se t them f ree, they find 
opportunity to adorn the gospel of  
Christ. As the psalmist has said, "Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of  
Thy power, in the beauties of  holiness 
from the womb of  the morning; 
Thou hast the dew of  Thy youth" (Ps 
110:3).  

Though the saints of  God must 
endure much suffering and affliction 
they are covered with a garment of  
praise in exchange for their spirit of  
heaviness. While in the prison house 
t h ey c a n s i n g " p r a i s e s u n t o 
God" (Acts 16:25). And after being 
persecuted they can praise the Lord 
for being "counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name" (Acts 5:41).  

Finally, the oil of  joy flows over their 
mourning and becomes the strength 
of  the people (Neh 8:10). They will 
make their pilgrimage from the 
enemies land to their home all the 
while singing with everlasting joy 
upon their heads (Isa 35:10; 51:11).  

Their existence; the fact that they are 
overcoming the world is evidence of  a 
Divine work being accomplished in 
them. They are strong but the 
strength is from the Lord. They are 
righteous! And their righteousness is 
not of  them but of  the Lord. The 
result of  all of  this is that God is 
glorified. 

God is Glorified. All of  heaven is 
engaged in expressions of  glory to 
God. All of  salvation is unto Him. 
Everyone present in the world to 
come is there because of  God’s 
mercy, wisdom, grace, blessing, and 
goodness. The 144,000 know it. The 
great multitude of  all the nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues 
know it. The angels and the elders 
and the four beasts know it. 

“Salvation to our God which sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb…Amen: 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen.” (Revelation 7:9-12) 

Mourning Will Come but So Will 
Comfort. The way to endure 
hardsh ip & hear tache i s not 
avoidance. It is not just pretending 

that everything is okay and staying 
“positive.” There is a time to mourn 
and blessed are they that mourn. 
Hardship is hard. Heartache aches. 
But these things are also productive. 
They are working for you a far 
greater and eternal weight of  glory. 
The way to endure this world is to 
look for the world to come and 
partake of  the abundance and 
overflow that has graciously been 
afforded to us by Christ. The day of  
acceptance is here. The day of  
salvation has dawned and high noon 
is coming. 

Against hope believe in hope! Believe 
to the end! Look unto Jesus, your 
Forerunner who was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering 
of  death but is now crowned with 
glory and honor and made higher 
than the heavens. Look to Him and 
see the fulness of  your blessed 
appointment. For if  you suffer with 
Him, you shall also reign with Him.  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Everyone is dead and alive at the 
same time. What matters is who or 
what are you dead to. Some are 
identified as being “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph 2:1). In 
this situation they are dead to God. 
Others are described as being 
“dead” while their life is “hid with 
Christ in God” (Col 3:3). In this 
situation the people are dead to sin. 
Perhaps the easiest way to say it is 
that men are either “dead IN 
sin” (Eph 2:5; Col 2:13) or “dead 
TO sin” (Rom 6:2,11; 1 Pet 2:24). 
Going from dead in sin to dead to 
sins is accomplish by God in our 
baptism into Christ. “Know ye not, 
that so many of  us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into 
His death? Therefore we are buried 
with Him by baptism into death, 
that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of  the 
Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of  life” (Rom 6:3-4).
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THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL 
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of  heaven 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred and 
tongue and people saying with a loud voice, “Fear God, 
and give glory to Him; for the hour of  His judgment is 
come; and worship Him that made heaven and earth 
and the sea and the fountains of  waters.” (Revelation 
14:6-7) 

INTRODUCTION 
The apostle John had just seen the 144,000 of  the 
redeemed of  the earth who were said to be “the firstfruits 
unto God and unto the Lamb.” Now he is seeing an 
expansion. This is the manner of  the kingdom of  God. It 
starts out as a mustard seed (144,000) but grows to be the 
largest tree in field (a number which no man can number). 
God is working toward saving a great multitude more 
numerous than the sand on the seashore. And so the 
firstfruits were brought in and then the gospel was 
preached to every creature under heaven. Remember, the 
promise to Abraham and to his Seed was that “ALL the 
nations of  the earth shall be blessed.” Here we are seeing 
this being done. 

A MESSAGE FROM ABOVE 
Angels Preaching? Concerning the gospel it is written 
that into these things “the angels desire to LOOK” (1 Pet 
1:12).  

In chapters 2 and 3 of  the Revelation we hear of  what the 
Spirit says to the churches; each message being directed to 
“the angels” of  the seven churches of  Asia. I don’t doubt 
that this was an angel seen by John but it is my persuasion 
that this angel is representative of  all “messengers” of  God 
that preach the word of  God. The focus is not on who is 
preaching but what is being preached. In a sense, all 
preachers can say, “Let a man so account of  us, as of  the 
ministers of  Christ, and stewards of  the mysteries of  God” 
(1 Cor 4:1). 

In the Midst of  Heaven. The gospel is not a message of  
the earth. It is not from the earth and does not pertain to 
the earth. It is a heavenly message; a spiritual message that 
affects a spiritual change in it’s hearers. Jesus said, “The 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life” (Jn 6:63) and therefore “the flesh profiteth nothing.” 
So, when Jesus spoke from whence He had come those of  

the earth and those of  the flesh received it not. However, 
those who received His word were given power to become 
the sons of  God. The message is from above, it is 
concerning things above and it empowers men to be born 
from above.  

The everlasting gospel is still concerning heavenly things. 
This word must be apprehended on that level - not 
intellect, not emotion, and not with the wisdom of  men. 
The word must be revealed, apprehended by faith, and  
perceived by spiritual wisdom and understanding. The 
gospel is a word that originates “in the midst of  heaven” 
and is preached by those dwelling “in the midst of  
heaven.” It is a message that comes down to the earth to 
bring men on the earth up into heavenly places. It is the 
high calling, the heavenly calling, the calling of  God. 

To Preach. The angel was given a word “to preach.” No 
man is given the word of  God or the everlasting gospel to 
keep it only. It must be kept but it must also be preached. 
In fact, preaching it is HOW you keep it. For, if  you are 
not faithful with what you’ve been given, it will be taken 
away from you. It is thank worthy that along with the word 
of  God and the command to preach, comes a burden to 
preach it.  

For Every Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People. 
This is a message that transcends fleshly division. It does 
not need to be adapted to different people groups, for it is 
already. It ministers to faith and to the spiritual man which 
is of  the same constitution in people from every nation and 
kindred and tongue and people. 

Lift Up Your Voice. Things of  this nature are to be 
shouted from the rooftops. The angel preached “with a 
loud voice.” The content and urgency of  the message 
requires the whole person to engage in it’s preaching. 

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL 
The message from heaven is good news. It is glad tidings of  
deliverance from present and impending doom. It is a 
message of  hope when hope is otherwise gone. It 
announces an impossible thing and then declares that it is 
possible with God. The gospel is a summons to partake of  
the glorious salvation offered to men on the basis of  the 
Son’s ability to perform all that is required for the ungodly 
to gain fellowship with God.  
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Everlasting. This message is not for a particular time. It 
is everlasting. What is declared by the angel was always 
appropriate. This message is just as fitting for Adam and 
Eve as it is for us today. The everlasting nature of  the 
gospel does not mean that it becomes dull or common. It 
never needs to be updated or adapted. This everlasting 
gospel is a promise of  blessing through the Messiah and 
was sufficient for Abraham (Gal 3:8). It is a message of  the 
salvation of  souls by the grace of  God and was sufficient to 
save the prophets and their hearers (1 Pet 1:10-11). It’s 
glory is seen in that it is still able to save those who hear it 
today. 

The trend of  culturing the gospel to fit to “our times” is a 
vain endeavor that actually makes the message of  none 
effect. Any alteration of  the everlasting gospel will cloud 
the eternality of  the purpose of  God. It will prevent it’s 
hearers from fellowship with the saints of  old and with the 
ministry of  reconciliation. They will see their experience as 
something that is isolated from that which they read about 
in the Scriptures.  

Peter once said, concerning Gentile converts, “we believe 
that through the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ we shall be 
saved, even as they” (Acts 15:11). Likewise, we must say, 
“we believe that through the hearing and believing of  the 
everlasting gospel we shall be saved, even as all men 
throughout history, world without end.” 

Fear God! This is the genesis of  all sound thinking. The 
fear of  God is the beginning of  wisdom and knowledge. If  
men do not fear God, whatever they say is of  no value in 
the last analysis. The greatest intellect of  the world is made 
foolish when it’s possessor fails to fear God. In fact, most of  
the “science” falsely so called of  our day is spawned from 
the well of  “the ignorance and rejection of  God.” The 
entire earth has need of  hearing this message - “Fear 
God.” Compliance with such a command would break 
down the fortress of  ungodliness that is our society. 

Give Glory to God! This is right because God is glorious. 
Let him who boasts, boast in God. It is high time for 
Nebuchadnezzar to come off  of  his wall and recant of  his 
words. It is time for men to say “Look at this great creation 
which God has built.”  

Give honor, reverence, praise to the name of  God. Those 
who believe the gospel will do just this. Partaking of  the 
salvation of  God will cause men to cry out in praise. 
Nothing in salvation promotes pride. Men must see the 
peril of  their situation and cry out, “O wretched man that 
I am, who will deliver me from the body of  this death” and 

then the gospel responds, “thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” - He will!  

The gospel not only commands men to give glory to God 
but the message itself  gives glory to God. In every 
congregation, gathering, and street corner in which the 
everlasting gospel is being published, Jesus, the only 
begotten of  the Father, is being faithful to do just this. 
Through the mouths of  His people He is fulfilling His 
purpose to glorify His Father according to what is written: 
“I will declare Thy name unto My brethren: in the midst 
of  the congregation will I praise thee” (Ps 22:22). 

The Hour of  His Judgment Has Come. The time is 
now - the ever-present now. We are living in the hour of  His 
judgment. The ruler of  this world has been judged and 
judgment will begin first at the household of  God. If  now 
is the time of  judgment then now is the time of  passing out 
of  condemnation and into eternal life. Hear the everlasting 
gospel! 

Worship the Creator. It is appropriate and needful for 
the creature to worship the Creator. Really, everything man 
possesses was given him by the very One that created him. 
Worshipping God, giving glory to His name is really not a 
suggestion. Men will be judge for whether they did this or 
not. God is not offering a Christian way of  life or an 
alternative to worldliness. He is commanding all men 
everywhere to repent lest they fall into the hands of  the 
Living God.  

The revelation of  truth brings glory to God and the 
worship of  Him is the product. Where men fail to worship 
they have failed to see the truth. They have been deluded 
into thinking that they are the important ones. Failure to 
worship God is little more than selfishness and pride. 
Worship is an act of  prostrating oneself  before a greater 
being.  

!1512147 ROCKSWITCH STREET     MILTON, DE 19968

QUOTABLE 
- some quotes from our assembly - 

“Striving against sin is a fight and the victory in 
in Jesus.” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Salvation is not wrought by the church. It is 
wrought by the Head of the Church, 
Jesus” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Jesus is the Way to the Father. It is imperative 
that men abide in Him.” (Brandi Woods)
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WHERE JOHN WAS 
He was In Tribulation. John was 
in tribulation “for the word of  God” 
and “for the testimony of  Jesus 
Christ.” Just as Jesus was hated by the 
world because He testified of  it’s 
deeds - that they were evil, so all those 
who join themselves to the Him will 
be hated by the world. “If  ye were of  
the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of  the 
world, but I have chosen you out of  
the world, therefore the world hateth 
you” (Jn 15:19). “Marvel not, my 
brethren, if  the world hate you” (1 Jn 
3:13).  

Tribulation is common to all those 
who live by faith in the Son of  God. 
To His disciples Jesus said, “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation” (Jn 
16:33). In Christ, we are crucified 
unto the world and the world has 
been crucified unto us (Gal 6:14). We 
walk by faith but not all men have 
faith. We are sons of  God, others are 
s o n s o f  t h e d e v i l . We l ov e 
righteousness but the whole world 
lieth in wickedness. We are of  the 
Spirit but those that are of  the flesh 
do persecute those that are of  the 
Spirit. All of  this makes for a hostile 
environment; a course of  trouble and 
tribulation.  

It was in this place, “in tribulation” 
that John received the revelation! 
Tribulation cannot stop up the rivers 
of  blessing that flow from God. It is 
often in tribulation that we are taught 
the most precious things. It is then 
that we enjoy “the fellowship of  His 
sufferings” (Php 3:10) and partake of  

“the afflictions of  Christ” (Col 1:24). 
When you find yourself  in tribulation, 
be looking for blessings and be 
look ing for a g reat work o f  
deliverance. Be of  good cheer when 
you face tribulation, knowing that the 
One who delivered you from this 
present evil world will soon come for 
you. 

In the Kingdom of  Jesus Christ. 
Now here is a place of  great worth! 
John was shown the revelation 
because Christ was exalted and given 
the kingdom. From the highest place, 
the exalted Christ is showing His 
people “things which are and things 
which shall be hereafter.” In order for 
John be shown these things he had to 
be “in the kingdom.”  

In the Patience of  Jesus Christ. 
We have need of  patience, brethren, 
and that patience is found in Jesus 
Christ. Patience speaks of  endurance, 
perseverance, longsuffering and 
fortitude. In the midst of  adverse 
circumstances, the saints of  God must 
not give in or be quickly moved away 
from the hope of  the gospel. When 
you are exiled to your Isle of  Patmos, 
it is the patience of  Jesus Christ that 
will keep you until the day of  your 
departure.  

Patience always has a view towards 
hope (Rom 8:25; 15:4; 1 Th 1:3). We 
have patience because we have hope. 
In view of  what is to come we are 
able to endure present sufferings. This 
is what John was experiencing. His 
“tribulation” became his employee 
and was working “patience” (Rom 

5:3) in him. Patience is what keeps us 
from going after the passing pleasures 
of  sin. Patience is what keeps us from 
giving in to temptation. Patience is 
what keeps us from giving up in 
tribulation. Thus, Jesus exhorts us, “in 
your patience possess ye your 
souls” (Lk 21:19).   

Exiled in the Isle of  Patmos. 
Sometimes being exiled is the best 
thing. Sometimes being exiled is a 
necessary deliverance. Sometimes 
God has to get His people alone, 
away from the presence of  others, so 
that He can speak softly to them and 
show them great and lofty things.  

In the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. 
The Spirit giveth life. The words 
which Jesus speaks are Spirit and they 
are life. The Spirit teaches us all 
things.  

WHAT JOHN SAW 
Seven Golden Candlesticks. The 
golden candlestick was the source of  
light or illumination in the tabernacle. 
Without it, there was no light 
whereby the priests could see so as to 
walk circumspectly. The candlesticks 
were supplied with oil so that they 
could burn continuously. 

Jesus reveals to us the mystery of  the 
seven golden candlesticks saying, “the 
seven candlesticks which thou sawest 
are the seven churches.”  

One Like Unto the Son of  Man. 
Do not be dis tracted by the 
candlesticks. The blessing comes 
when you can see One like unto the 
Son of  Man. 
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THE APOSTLE JOHN SEES 
ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN
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His Attire. The primary parts of  His 
body are visible and accentuated. 
N o t h i n g s e e n o f  H i m i s 
inconsequential. No unseen body 
parts that are covered by clothing are 
significant. 

Nakedness is associated with shame 
because of  sin. However,  Adam and 
Eve were not ashamed of  their 
nakedness until they had sinned. 
Since then it has always been 
appropriate to cover “the body of  
sin.” 

• “And when Moses saw that the 
people were naked; (for Aaron had 
made them naked unto their shame 
among their enemies:) Then Moses 
stood in the gate of  the camp, and 
said, “Who is on the Lord’s 
side?” (Exod 32:25-26). 

• “Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, 
yea, thy shame shall be seen” (Isa 
47:3). 

• “Behold, I am against thee, saith 
the Lord of  hosts; and I will 
discover thy skirts upon thy face, 
and I will shew the nations thy 
nakedness, and the kingdoms thy 
shame” (Nah 3:5). 

• “I counsel thee to buy of  Me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and that the 
shame of  thy nakedness do not 
appear” (Rev 3:18). 

In a day when exposing the body is 
encouraged we must have the mind 
of  the Lord on this matter. Having 
clothing removed was most often a 
judgment. Remember that Jesus was 
stripped of  His clothes prior to and 
when being crucified (Mt 27:28; Mk 
15:24). Thus, it is a good work to 
clothe them that are naked (Mt 
25:36). Now we see Jesus in His 

glorious body and in His glorious 
apparel.  

As the High Priest, His legs are 
covered. He is “clothed with a 
garment down to the foot.”  

And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make 
coats, and thou shalt make for them 
girdles, and bonnets shalt thou make for 
them, for glory and for beauty. And thou 
shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, 
and his sons with him; and shalt anoint 
them, and consecrate them, and sanctify 
them, that they may minister unto me in 
the priest's office. And thou shalt make 
them linen breeches to cover their 
nakedness; from the loins even unto the 
thighs they shall reach and they shall be 
upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they 
come in unto the tabernacle of  the 
congregation, or when they come near unto 
the altar to minister in the holy place; that 
they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be 
a statute for ever unto him and his seed 
after him. (Exodus 28:40-43) 

A girdle denotes work. A golden 
girdle denotes a great work, that of  a 
king and priest. By comparison, John 
the baptist had a “leathern girdle” 
and ate “locusts and wild honey” (Mt 
3:4). He was not one wearing king’s 
clothing but went about in the 
wilderness. The exalted Christ spent 
His time in the wilderness and when 
seen in heaven He is gird about with 
a golden girdle. His work is not 
pertaining to the earth but to God. 

H i s Vi s a ge. T h e v i s a g e o r 
appearance of  Christ was once 
“marred more than any man” (Isa 
52:14) but it is this way no longer. 

His head and hairs were as white as 
snow signifying that He is wise and 
experienced.  

His eyes were like fire: pure and 
trying whatever He sees. 

His feet were like bronze as though 
burned in the fire. Jesus was perfected 
through the sufferings He endured 
having walked the path of  men. He is 
a “Tried Stone” and a purified Man. 

H i s vo i c e l i k e m a ny w a t e r s 
commanding attention when He 
speaks. His voice thunders. 

His mouth housed a two-edged sword 
which is the word of  God. With His 
words He speaks precise words that 
are able to pierce, divide and discern 
the thoughts and hearts of  men. 

His countenance shined as the sun in 
its strength. His glory is unmatched 
and goes before Him on account of  
its brightness. 

Seven Stars in His Right Hand. 
“The seven stars are the angels of  the 
seven churches.” “Angel” means 
“messenger.” It is my perception that 
these “angels” are men - preachers or 
“messengers” to the churches. 
Otherwise, we have the revelation 
coming from Jesus, to His angel, to 
John, and back to angels, then to the 
churches. It is hard for me to see how 
a man, who is a little lower than the 
angels, would deliver a message to an 
angel. It seems to be more fitting that 
Jesus sent the revelation to His angel, 
then to John, then to the messengers 
of  the churches.  

WHAT JOHN HEARD 
Hearing is preeminent. Visions and 
dreams are left to interpretations 
which may or may not be right. But 
when God speaks, things are revealed. 
What John heard gave more insight to 
him than what he saw. What he saw 
was unclear until he heard.  

What Thou Seest, Write. This is 
the manner of  revelation. When God 
reveals something to you, or shows 
you something, He has done so that 
you might share it with the churches. 
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I am the Alpha and Omega. All 
understanding begins with knowing 
God. The first thing spoken was a 
declaration of  who Christ is. This is a 
sort of  foundation or starting ground 
upon which everything else can be 
built.  

Jesus is the Alpha and Omega. He 
begins everything pertaining to life 
and godliness and what He begins, 
He finishes. It is not as though He 
comes and goes in this, He starts the 
work, keeps the work and completes 
the work. In other words, He is the 
Alpha and the Omega and everything 
in between.  

I am He That Liveth. Jesus is living 
and because He lives, we also live. 
Jesus is the One that lives and will 
never do otherwise. He “was” dead 
but behold, He is alive for evermore. 
He will never taste  death again. He 
has defeated death and has power 
over it. He ever liveth to make 
intercession. His being alive for 
evermore is necessary because of  His 
work of  bringing many sons to glory.  

I Have the Keys of  Hell and 
Death. He tasted death once. He 
descended into the lower parts of  the 
earth once. But He left those places 
and He took the keys with Him. In 
other words, He has the power to 
open and close the doors of  hell and 
death. No one will die who doesn’t 
need to. No one will escape death 
who shouldn’t. No one will go to hell 
who doesn’t need to. No one will 
escape hell who shouldn’t. These 
judgments have been given unto the 
Son and He is righteous in all this 
dealings. You know the One who has 
authority over the grave and the pit. 

The Mystery Revealed. We would 
h ave n eve r k n ow n wh a t t h e 
candlesticks were and what the stars 
were lest Jesus revealed them to us. 

Jesus is a revealer. He reveals the 
things that are necessary for us and 
hides the things that we are not yet 
ready for. “I have many other things 
to show you but you cannot bear 
them now.”  

He is revealing to us in this vision, 
specifically, that He is in control of  
His churches and He is in their midst. 
This is a very comforting thought. 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH 
Jesus Holds the Angels of  the 
Churches in His Right Hand. 
Jesus has strong hands and no one 
can loose His grasp. Those who Jesus 
has in His hand cannot be plucked 
o u t b y a n y o n e ( J n 1 0 : 2 8 ) . 
Furthermore, His right hand is the 
hand of  work and power. His has a 
strong right hand holding the angels 
of  the churches.  

The angels of  the churches, that is, 
the messengers, are in His right hand. 
Jesus is working in them and through 
them. He is supplying the needs of  
the people through those in His right 
hand.  

Men are not free to do as they please. 
They have been purchased by the 
blood of  Christ and apprehended by 
Him for a purpose. This purpose is 
ultimately for their good; but not only 
for their good. In salvation, we are 
delivered from sin and put into active 
service. Jesus holds His messengers in 
His right hand and uses them in the 
ministry of  reconciliation. To leave 
His purpose and His work is to leave 
His right hand. 

Jesus is in the Midst of  the 
Churches. He is not a spectator or 
observer of  what is happening in the 
churches. He is the cause of  what is 
happening in the churches. If  His 
purpose and works are not carried 
ou t , He s imp ly remove s the 
candlestick from His midst. If  He is 

not in the midst of  the church, 
working in it and through it, it is not a 
valid church or is, at best, in danger 
of  being snuffed out and removed. 
Let us hold fast and look to Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of  our faith.  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QUOTABLE 
- some quotes from our 

assembly - 

“Our walking in newness of life 
is evidence that we have been 
set free from our sins, which 
were the source of our death 
and captivity” (Erik Olmsted) 

“The resurrection of Christ is 
evidence that our sins, which 
He bore in His own body on 
the tree, had been put away 
once for all” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Men delivered up Jesus 
because they were wicked. God 
delivered up Jesus because He 
is righteous” (Erik Olmsted) 

“Jesus’ death was not a failure 
but an accomplishment” (Tyler 
James Boyd) 

“As we follow hard after God, 
He provides us with strength 
to continue” (Erik Olmsted) 

“God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself not 
imputing their trespasses 
against them - now that is a 
proper ‘world view’” (Erik 
Olmsted) 

“Jesus had to die to get us to 
God; He has to live to keep us 
there” (Tyler James Boyd)
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JESUS PURGED OUR SINS 
“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of  all things, by Whom also He made the 
worlds; Who being the brightness of  His glory, and the express image of  His person, and upholding all things by 
the word of  His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of  the 
Majesty on high.” (Hebrews 1:1-3) !
Jesus sat down on the right hand of  the Majesty on high 
because He had accomplished His work and merited this 
high position. He had effectively, forever, and once for all 
PURGED OUR SINS. All of  salvation is taking place in 
the wake of  such a great work. As a result of  Christ 
purging our sins He has been exalted, men and their 
offerings have been made acceptable, and we shall be 
presented to the Father as a pure and spotless bride.  

A TRUTH TO BEHOLD AND BELIEVE 
Redeemed men must have a conscience awareness of  this 
purging if  they are going to live boldly before God. They 
can only have confidence to stand before Him if  they know 
that He is not against them. Ignorance of  the fact or else 
failure to believe that Christ has purged their sins will cause 
men to remain bound by sin, for such a man “is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins” (2 Pet 1:9). 

Christ HAS purged our sins. He came and fulfilled His 
purpose in doing so. As it is written, “And he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of  silver: and he shall purify the sons of  
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness” (Mal 3:3). 
Jesus has once for all purged men of  their sins and is in the 
process of  purifying them. The knowledge of  this will 
cause them to endure hardness, rejoice in tribulation and 
live by faith and patience. 

THE EFFECTS 
A Purged Conscience. In the present day we are a 
contrast to those who lived under the sacrificial system of  
the law who under “a shadow of  good things to come, and 
not the very image of  the things, [could] never with those 
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually” were 
never made perfect. Otherwise those sacrifices would 
“have ceased to be offered because that the worshippers 
once purged should have had no more conscience of  
sins” (Heb 10:1-2). “But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of  sins every year for it is not 
possible that the blood of  bulls and goats should take away 

sins” (Heb 10:3-4). But now, Jesus “after He had offered 
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of  
God from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made 
His footstool. For by one offering He hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified” (Heb 10:12-14). 

The Removal of  Sin has a Forward Working as 
Well. When Christ purged our sins He didn’t just provide 
a salvation to deal with our past. He provided a salvation 
to provide a holy future. The removal of  sin and a clear 
conscience before God enables man “to serve the living 
God” (Heb 9:14). This is actually depicted in the Passover 
meal and the subsequent Feast of  Unleavened Bread.  

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, ‘Speak unto the 
children of  Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of  
the Lord, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even 
these are my feasts. Six days shall work be done: but the seventh 
day is the sabbath of  rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no 
work therein: it is the sabbath of  the Lord in all your dwellings. 
These are the feasts of  the Lord, even holy convocations, which ye 
shall proclaim in their seasons. In the fourteenth day of  the first 
month at even is the Lord's passover. And on the fifteenth day of  
the same month is the feast of  unleavened bread unto the Lord: 
seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.’” (Leviticus 23:1-6) 

After the Lamb is sacrificed it is right for men to no longer 
have part of  the leaven of  sin anymore. “Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye 
are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us” (1 Cor 5:7). It is as though we are living in a 
continuous Feast of  Unleavened Bread. We have been 
purged from our sins and they have no more part in our 
lives. 

We are a Holy Tree Bringing Forth Good Fruit. Jesus 
said “I am the True Vine, and My Father is the 
Husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit” (Jn 15:1-2). 
We are the tree of  God. Individually and collectively we 
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shall be presented to the Father with not a single unfruitful 
branch thus making us more productive in the world to 
come. In the end there will be no bad trees, no bad fruit, 
no unfruitful branches. Only holy branches that have been 
grafted into one holy tree producing a multitude of  holy 

fruit. For Christ has purged our sins. He has sat down on 
the right hand of  the Majesty on high, and from thence 
the Spirit has been poured out upon us. “The wilderness 
[has become] a fruitful field, and the fruitful field [shall] be 
counted for a forest” (Isa 32:15).  

 

!
!
!

!2012147 ROCKSWITCH STREET     MILTON, DE 19968

Statement of  Purpose 
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and lifted up. Our 

purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation of  God, and the ways of  God 
through the word of  God. The purpose of  this magazine is to preach the gospel 
through writing. 

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for spiritual reasons, 
not topographical reasons. (We live by the Delaware beaches and our biggest 
“mountain” is actually a sand dune.) We desire to share with others that which we 
have seen and heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling in 
heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will show His people many 
precious things. This magazine will serve as a report of  those things which He has 
shown us. And that which we have received from the Lord, we declare unto you. 

Email us: pwoods330@gmail.com or Mail: 12147 Rockswitch St. Milton, DE 19968

OUR BLOG 
“A word fitly spoken 
is like apples of gold 
in settings of silver.” 

- Proverbs 25:11 
!

For more articles, audio and 
video visit: 

www.fittingwords.blogspot.com

From the Apostle Paul: 
For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled 
with the knowledge of  his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of  the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of  God; strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of  the inheritance of  the saints in light: Who hath delivered us 
from the power of  darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of  his dear Son: in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of  sins: Who is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn of  every 
creature: for by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: and he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of  the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fulness dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of  his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of  his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: if  ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of  the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven; whereof  I Paul am made a minister; who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up 
that which is behind of  the afflictions of  Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: whereof  I am 
made a minister, according to the dispensation of  God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of  God; even 
the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: to whom 
God would make known what is the riches of  the glory of  this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, 
the hope of  glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh 
in me mightily. (Colossians 1:9-29)
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