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GOD IS OVER ALL 
THINGS
- Kayla Olmsted

God is over all things.  “The earth is the 

LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein” (Ps  24:1). In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth, the sun, moon and stars, plants, 

animals, creepy things and man. God created 
all things. He made all things  according to 
His  liking and set them in place where it 

pleased Him. Along with God creating and 
setting things in place He also gave 
boundaries and limitations to His creation.  

“God set for the sea its boundary so that the 
water would not transgress His command 
when He marked out the foundation of the 
earth” (Prov  8:29, NASB). God did not give 

these boundaries and then leave creation to 
take care of itself.  When I say that God is 
over all things I don’t simply mean that He is 

of the highest rank, which He is, but He is 
more than that. God has complete control 
over all things. In Proverbs 8:29 we see that 

creation obeys  God. God set a boundary for 
the water and it will not “transgress His 
command.” We also have a record of Jesus 
on the earth,  God in the flesh, rebuking the 

wind and sea. This is the record. 

“And when he was entered into a ship, his 
disciples followed him. And, behold, there arose 

a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with the waves: but he was 
asleep. And his disciples came to him, and 

awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 
And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O 
ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked 
the winds and the sea; and there was a great 

calm. But the men marvelled, saying, What 
manner of man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him!” (Matthew 8:23-27) 

The Father or Son, has only to speak a word 
and it is done! Therefore, God has complete 
control of all creation. When we see 

circumstances  arise that one might call a 
natural disaster or an act of nature, we can 
be sure that it is  God removing their 
boundary and allowing or even causing 

these things to happen. Knowing the truth 
we can be set free from fear. God is  in 
control! 

Our God has all rule and authority.  He is 

able to set up kings and kingdoms and also 
tear them down; consider Babylon. He is  able 
to unite and also divide; consider the tower of 

Babel. He gives and takes  away; consider Job. 
He makes a way where there seems to be no 
way; consider the exodus  from Egypt, 

Abraham and Isaac, even Joseph. He is  able 
to make sick; consider the plagues. He is able 
to heal;  consider the lame man. He is able to 
cast out demons, turn men from darkness to 

light and from the death of one man; He is 
able to give life to all. This is just a sampling 
of what God can do! Our God is indeed over 

all things and is working all things after the 
counsel of His own will ( Eph 1:11).  The 
believer can be comforted in this truth! The 

truth is that God is able and desires  that none 
perish. 

The truth is that God is  working all things 
together for your good because you love Him. 

Issue: 5
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

God is looking for someone to strongly 
uphold, He is not far from anyone of us 
and He will draw near to those who draw 
near to Him. “Now unto him that is able to 

do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the 

church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end” (Eph 3:20-21).

Praise God, brethren, He has not set the 

world in place and then left it to unravel as 

it wishes. He is in control.  God has not left 
you to weather the storms of life on your 
own. He is over your every circumstance 
and is a very present help in your time of 

trouble! Do not be discouraged,  or even 
deceived, by the physical things that you 
see happening around you. God is not so 

much concerned about giving you your 
best life now but getting you to glory. He is 
concerned about giving you an eternal rest 

and bringing you into His  presence. There 

and then you will experience the fullness of 
joy! 

Trust in the Lord all you saints of the most 
high God and take courage this  day 

knowing that God is over all things! He is 
working all things in accordance with His 
will and He will do all He has promised.  

Borrowed from brother John Bertsch’s message “Grace Came By Jesus” (10/25/13)

LAW GRACE

Reveals Sin Reveals Christ

Works Wrath Shows Mercy

Brought Bondage Sets Free

Said, “Do and Live” Says, “Live and Do”

Shuts Man Out of God’s Presence Opens Up the New and Living Way

Made Progress Impossible Makes Growth Possible

Could Only Condemn Justifies Freely

Had a Shadow of Good Things to Come Reveals the Very Image of Good Things

Is the Strength of Sin Is the Power and Provision of God

Demanded Holiness Produces Holiness

Called Forth All the Energy of the Flesh Puts to Death All the Energy of the Flesh

Punished Every Transgression and Disobedience Pardons Every Transgression and Disobedience

Believers Were “Children” Under a Tutor Believers Are Sons with Full Inheritance Right

Is Done Away Remains

- “For if  what is passing away is glorious, what remains is much more glorious!”
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TIMES AND SEASONS

WOE TO THE INHABITERS OF THE EARTH
by Pat Woods

And I beheld, and heard an angel 
flying through the midst of heaven, 
saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, 
woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by 
reason of the other voices of the 
trumpet of the three angels, which 
are yet to sound!” (Revelation 8:13)
“Woe, Woe, Woe.” After declaring the destruction of a third of 

the earth, sea, rivers, and heavenly bodies, an angel soars in the 
midst of heaven and declares further turmoil to come. “Woe, 

woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason,” not of the 
destruction that is  past but “of the other voices of the trumpet of 
the three angels, which are yet to sound!” (Rev  8:13). For, God 

has determined a thorough judgment on the natural order and 
the bringing in of  a better eternal habitation in heaven. 

It is my persuasion that the world is blissfully ignorant of the 

perilous condition in which it resides. It is  my fear that much of 
the church has failed to expound God’s  intentions for the present 
heavens and the present earth and consequently many have set 
their affections here - something they are specifically commanded 

NOT to do (Col 3:2). The message of woe is  similar to that given 
to Jonah, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; 
for their wickedness is  come up before Me” (Jon 1:2). Finally 

Jonah cried, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown” (Jon 3:4).  Now, in view of God’s mercy toward 
Ninevah, let the preachers of today go throughout their cities 

announcing the coming destruction, calling for repentance,  and 
declaring deliverance in the world to come. The judgment of the 
earth will be far greater than that of Nineveh. Heaven has issued 
the warning, let compassionate men echo it.

The Earth is the Dwelling Place of the Devil. The devil is 
called “the prince of this world” (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). All 

those who have dwelt on the earth have, at some time or another, 
been held captive by him to do his will (2 Tim 2:26,  NASB).  Even 

believers have “in time past walked according to the course of 
this  world,  according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph 
2:2). The earth is  presently his place of habitation. There is  no 

vacancy for him in heaven. He has been expelled and will not be 
permitted to return. He is confined to this  world while believers 
are promised eternal life in the world to come.

“Therefore rejoice, YE HEAVENS, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a 

short time” (Revelation 12:12).

Deliverance from this  World. Salvation is often,  if not 
always, by destruction. That is, God saves His remnant by 

destroying that which is  against them - consider Noah, Lot, and 
the end of the world.  It is required of men of every generation to 
separate themselves  from the world around them; to walk “not as 

other Gentiles  walk” (Eph 4:17). They must save themselves  from 
their “untoward” or “perverse generation” (Acts 2:40). Like Israel 
of old, the church consists of those who have come out from the 

majority as a separated and holy people. 

The truth is, Jesus  “gave Himself for our sins, that He might 
deliver us from this present evil world,  according to the will of 
God and our Father” (Gal 1:4). Jesus did not come to make the 

world a better place, as is  often said,  but He came to save men 
out of it. The world is destined to be burned up due to the 
corruption that is in it by lusts. In salvation, Jesus is delivering 

men from the world, keeping them from it’s corrupting capacity, 
and enabling them to overcome it by faith. It is  the task of every 
man to “[escape] the pollutions of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus  Christ” (2 Pet 2:20) and 
finally appear before God as those who have kept themselves 
“unspotted” by it (Jas 1:27). Woe to the inhabitants  of the world, 
and bless God for so great a salvation.

They Say “Peace, Peace” When There is  no Peace. There 
has been an increase of foul preaching that insists  on making 

men feel at home here. This kind of preaching abhors the 
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TIMES AND SEASONS

message “of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come” (Acts 24:25) because it is  too “abrasive” and 
“confrontational.” Though this kind of preaching is very 
necessary in view of what is  to come, many still prefer the 

message,  “Peace, peace;” even “when there is no peace” (Jer 6:14; 
8:11). The problem with a message of “peace, peace” when there 
is  no peace is that such a message will not prepare anyone for the 

day of wrath. It will not cause anyone to “turn to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God and to wait for His Son from 
heaven” (1 Th 1:9-10). It is an ineffective and untrue message 

that makes men feel comfortable when they should not feel 
comfortable. And it will result in men feeling torment on the day 
that they should be comforted. “For when they shall say, ‘Peace 
and safety,’  then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 

upon a woman with child, and they shall not escape” (1 Th 5:2). 
Hear these sobering words from the apostle Peter:

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which 

the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 

manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of  Him in peace, without spot, and blameless. (2 Peter 3:10-14)

The truth will always  promote holy living and zeal. False doctrine 
will always promote lawlessness and slothfulness.

“Befriend Them, to Win Them...” ??? In the name of 

evangelism preachers frequently exhort the church, those who 
have separated themselves  unto God, to become friends with the 
world in order to “win them to Christ.” Is  this what God has 

said? Is this  how God works? Is this  message from God? “Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses,  know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a 

friend of the world is  the enemy of God” (Jas 4:4). It is 
remarkable that men can preach a message in direct opposition 
to what God has  said and those who profess to know God receive 

it. Do not join yourselves to the ones who are to be condemned! 
Join yourself to the Lord and call men to forsake their ways and 
come with you. I  am not opposed to evangelism, God forbid. But 
what I needed,  when I was dead in trespasses and sin, was  not 

someone to be like me and to make me feel comfortable. I needed 
someone who was holy and would exhort me to be holy. I needed 
someone who was free from sin to call me out of  it as well.

Earth-Centered Religion. The “inhabiters of the earth” are 

the ones  in danger. Any religion or preaching that draws your 
attention to this  earth is not from God. God has determined to 

destroy this earth and save men out of it. He has  sent His Son to 
deliver us from this world unto the world to come. A Christ that 
offers  you your best life NOW is another Jesus of another gospel. 

For, “If in this  life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable” (1 Cor 15:19). Therefore, do not attach yourself 
to this world but seek that better city in the world to come.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 

man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 

away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever.” (1 John 2:16-17)

A World of Sufferings. God has orchestrated our wanderings 

on the earth to be compassed about with much suffering in order 
to draw our attention toward an enduring habitation and an 
incorruptible reward.  “In the world ye shall have tribulation; but 

be of good cheer;  I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). It is 
“through much tribulation” that we must “enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). But as we look unto Jesus  as one 

who suffered death and is  now crowned with glory and honor 
(Heb 2:9) we can “reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 

revealed in us” (Rom 8:18). Jesus  is our forerunner in suffering 
AND in glory.  “For it became Him, for Whom are all things, and 
by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the Captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings” (Heb 2:10). And we, “inasmuch as [we] are partakers 
of Christ’s  sufferings,” “may be glad also with exceeding joy”  
“when His glory shall be revealed” and we revealed with Him (1 

Pet 4:13).

The world is the arena in which every man has fallen short of the 
glory of God. This is  the place of our demise. This is the place 

that has been so utterly infected with sin that it is  only fit for an 
all-consuming fire. The only way to escape this world is to live by 
faith, “and this  is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith” (1 Jn 5:4). Believe and be patient; the day is coming.
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IT IS WRITTEN. . .

MY PEOPLE HAVE FORSAKEN ME
by Pat Woods

Hath a nation changed their gods, 
which are yet no gods? but My 
people have changed their glory for 
that which doth not profit. “Be 
astonished, O ye heavens, at this, 
and be horribly afraid, be ye very 
desolate,” saith the Lord. “For My 
people have committed two evils; 
they have forsaken Me, the Fountain 
of Living Waters, and hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water.” 

(Jeremiah 2:11-13)

God is worthy of praise, honor and worship. He is the worthy 

one and will not give His glory to another. Heaven is, and will be, 
filled with testimonies of the work and wisdom of God in saving 
men. Not only is it unprofitable and stupid, it is wrong to forsake 

God and worship another. All men, having gone astray, have 
done this  to some degree. Salvation changes  this  behavior in 
turning men from idols to serve the living God.

An Unholy Exchange. Just as men must reject the truth in 

order to accept the lie, so men must reject the Only True God in 
order to worship another. God has made Himself known. He has 

manifested Himself through creation and through speaking. 
Failure to acknowledge God and, as a result, worship Him is the 
product of vain thinking and willful ignorance - that is, utter 

rejection. The apostle testifies of  this in his epistle to the Romans.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
because that which may be known of God is manifest in them, for God 

hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of Him from the 

creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse; because that when they knew God they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their 

imaginations and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be 
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted 

beasts, and creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23)

Idolatry is  the product of an unholy exchange where men 
“change the truth of God into a lie” and worship “the creature 

more than the Creator” (Rom 1:25).  This trade is both unholy 
and unprofitable. 

Astonishing Depravity. In this text God is calling to heaven, 

the audience of salvation,  to consider the depravity of His 
people. “Be astonished,” He says “be horribly afraid, be very 
desolate.” The audacity of earth to reject, forsake, and replace 

the True God is astonishing to heaven. Not only is it astonishing, 
but rejection of God by man is  frightful and cause for mourning. 
It was God’s own people that had rejected Him. Those “who are 

Israelites, to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises” (Rom 9:4) are among those who have rejected 
God. 

God called upon heaven to be astonished and it is appropriate for 
men to be astonished at this as well.  Our fellowship with the Lord 
has caused us to take up the same affections as Him. We hate 

what He hates and love what He loves. Blessed are those “that 
sigh and that cry for all the abomination that be done in the 
midst” of  Jerusalem (Ezek 9:4).

Forsaking God. The first of two evils  committed by God’s 

people was that they forsook God. They rejected Him, refused to 
honor and obey Him and chose to worship another. They 

rejected “The Fountain of Living Waters” - the source of all their 
strenth, life, sustenance, refreshment,  and healing. They 
attempted to obtain what only God could supply from another. 
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Their deadness, immorality was proof of their forsaking God.  It 
actually failed to profit them. Men are never improved by 
forsaking God.

The Fountain of Living Waters. God is the only true source 

of sustenance. All things that pertain to life and godliness come 
from Him. Every good and perfect gift comes down from the 

Father of lights (Jas  1:17).  With the breath of His mouth or the 
rise of His  finger He can, in a moment, raise the dead, feed the 
hungry, defeat the enemy or cause the sun to stand still. He caused 

the water to pour forth from the rock. He caused the manna to fall 
in the wilderness. He parted the Red Sea and the Jordan River. 
He gave Israel victories over Jericho, Ai, Gibeon, Ammon, 
Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron, Debir and the rest of  Canaan. 

It was  not the power of their armies that gave them victory, it was 
God. It was not a golden calf that brought them out of Egypt, it 
was God. It was  not “mother nature” that brought food from the 

earth and air and water from the rock, it was God. HE is  the 
Fountain (source) of all Living Waters (life giving and life 
sustaining substances). 

Israel of old and some of the present church have rejected this 
One and have attempted to replace Him with their own sources of 
provision. This is a grievous  and futile error that is  common 
among the sons of Adam. It is the way of the flesh. Men, in their 

pride, have always sought their own glory and have in turn fallen 
short of the glory of God. From the tower of Babel to the 
boasting of Nebuchadnezzar to all works based plans of 

salvation, men have sought to come to heaven by some other 
way than the provision of God. The Divine assessment of such 
activity is found in the text before us: “they have forsaken Me, 

the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” 

Hewing Out Broken Cisterns. A cistern is used to hold a 

liquid. In hewing out for themselves  broken cisterns, Israel was 
using something else - other than God - to produce and sustain 
spiritual life. This is why they proved to be “broken cisterns.” 

Nothing fashioned by men will ever be able to accomplish or 
contain the provision that comes from God. Men’s cisterns are 
deceptive in their promises.

So, what are these broken cisterns? Do men still hew them out? 
What do they look like today? The religious cisterns of today 
come in the form of manmade traditions, philosophies,  forms of 

godliness, patterns, rituals and regimens. These are attempts to 
produce and sustain a level of spiritual life that only God can 
produce. 

In observation of the strength and stability of faithful men, others 

have sought out to systematize their manner of living.  They see 
faithful men praying and preaching and reading the word of God 
with great fervor and consistency. While these things are no doubt 

a product of life from above and a desire for God Himself, men 
see them as a pattern to be followed. “If we can follow their 
example then we will be strong too,” they say. As a result there are 

philosophies and traditions and trends always popping up 
throughout the religious world: steps  to spiritual strength, “how-
to” strategies to obtaining an abundant life, daily regimens for 
abstaining from sin, etc. But all of  these are broken cisterns. 

God is  the Fountain of Living Waters.  If any man desires to live, 
let Him come to those waters  and drink. There is  no other means 
for obtaining living water.  Any attempt to procure such life while 

forsaking God is futile; it is hewing a broken cistern.  Anyone who 
has eternal life got it from God by not forsaking so great salvation 
and laying hold of that which is offered through Jesus Christ. Let 

us never think that spiritual life can come from a system of 
religious activities and rigorous  diligence. The invitation of Jesus is 
this: “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink” (Jn 
7:37). Therefore, our message is the same, “Come.” “Let him that 

is  athirst come. And whosoever will,  let him take of the water of 
life freely” (Rev 22:17).

THE RECORDER
quotes compiled by sister Hilary Boyd

• “We have an advocate and we don’t have to hide from 
God” (sis. Brandi)

• “It is right to be saddened by our sinful nature” (sis. Kayla)

• “God has dealt with sin, and He dealt with it 
thoroughly” (bro. Erik)

• “The Lord will provide for Himself  the Lamb” (bro. Pat)

• “Jesus’ blood is too precious to be shed for just a few; it was 
shed for the whole world” (bro. Erik)

• “The issue is not whether sin has been paid for; it is whether 
you have received the atonement” (bro. Erik)
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

Loving and Knowing God 
- Brandi Woods

God loves his children and his children love him. God 
demonstrated His own love toward us through the death of 
Christ and it requires God’s help in order for the saints to 

comprehend the complexity and effective working of His love. 
The efforts of men may produce large crowds, big buildings, and 
extensive community outreach projects; however,  only God is  able 

to “strengthen [you] with might through His Spirit in the inner 
man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what is  the width and length and depth and 

height -- to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that 
you may be filled with the fullness  of God” (Eph 3:16-19). When 
the saints are given to understand the love of God toward us, they 

are also able to love in return.  God opens our eyes  to see his  great 
love toward us who believe and we in return are given the ability 
to fulfill the greatest commandment: “You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength” (Deut 6:5).   

In loving God, we reap great blessing and capture His attention 
in that He works on our behalf.  Let us consider one of the 

greatest blessings of  loving God; being known by Him. 

Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone thinks that he knows 
anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. But if anyone loves 

God, this one is known by Him. (1 Corinthians 8:2-3, NKJV)

Eternal life is knowing God (Jn 17:3). We are on a quest to know 
God and we are also on a quest to be known by God; and to 

stand before Him on that day and hear Him say “well done, good 
and faithful servant.” We are known by God because of our love 
for Him. We are able to love Him because He has  revealed to us 
how truly lovely He is. He has  revealed Himself to us and called 

us to behold His  glory. Primarily,  He has shown himself to us 
through His Son. “In this is  love,  not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us  and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 

sins” (1 Jn4:10).

God did not love us  by providing for all of our physical needs or 
sparing us of pain and suffering,  ensuring long life and happiness. 

No, God loved us by sparing not His own Son, but delivered him 
over for us  all. His love did not stop at the cross.  But by His Son, 

He is bringing many sons  to glory. By His Son He is  freely giving all 
things needful for life and godliness. 

The distinguishing mark of those who are known by God is  not 
having a form of godliness but denying its power, nor is it searching 

the scriptures  thinking that in them they may have life,  nor is it 
keeping the law perfectly, nor is it prophesying or healing in His 
name. Those that are known by God are those who love Him! It is 

those whose hearts  are fully His that He strongly supports. It is  those 
with pure hearts that will see His  kingdom. He is  working out all 
things for the good of those that love Him (Rom 8:28). God’s 

attention and heavenly resources are bestowed upon those whom He 
knows. Those that lack an affection for the Lord will receive no 
attention from Him in return, neither here nor in the life to come. 

Those that do not love God, do not know Him. There is a correlation 

between the knowing and loving of God. Knowing God and seeing 
His  mercy, grace, holiness, righteousness, might,  power, long-
suffering, compassion...seeing the abundance of His  goodness is what 

leads  a sinner to repentance.  Following repentance and the removal 
of the sin that separates a person from the Lord, that person can now 
draw close to the Lord and see more. The result of drawing close and 

seeing more is  the desire and fervent pressing on to draw closer and 
see more. The more time we spend close to the Lord, the deeper our 
love grows for Him. This is  not simply an emotional reaction but  an 
affection linked to an understanding of  who He is. 

It is encouraging to know that as we love God, He knows us. Once we 
go from a state of not knowing Him to knowing Him, not loving Him 
to loving Him, He also goes from not knowing us to knowing us. I 

mean really knowing us. It is true that He has created each one of us 
and has numbered the very hairs on our heads; however, there is an 
intimacy that is implied by God knowing you. I think of Moses 

speaking with God as a man speaks to his friend. This is the way that 
God knows His  people. This is a knowing that is so intimate that God 
knows  the thoughts and meditations of their hearts.  This  is a knowing 
that is so intimate that His Spirit intercedes for them in groaning too 

deep for words, because He knows them and the Spirit He has placed 
within them. 

We don’t boast in our knowledge of God,  but we are compelled or 

constrained by our love of Him. It is also that love that qualifies  us to 
be known by Him. The Creator and Sustainer, the Beginning and the 
End, the Almighty God knows us.
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“Behold, the days come,” saith the 
Lord, “that I will perform that good 
thing which I have promised unto 
the house of Israel and to the house 
of Judah. In those days, and at that 
time, will I cause the Branch of 
Righteousness to grow up unto 
David, and He shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the 
land. In those shall Judah be saved, 
and Jerusalem shall dwell safely; 
and this is the name wherewith she 
shall be called, ‘the Lord our 
Righteousness.’” For thus saith the 
Lord, “David shall never want a 
man to sit upon the throne of the 
house of Israel; neither shall the 
priests the Levites want a man 
before Me to offer burnt offerings, 
and to kindle meat offerings, and to 
do sacrifice.” (Jeremiah 33:14-18)

It is God’s  manner to “perform that good thing” which He has 
promised. If He has said it, He shall do it.  Here,  He has said He 
would raise up a Man who would forever be a King and a 

Priest, and in Jesus He has done it.

The purpose of the king and the priest is to “execute judgment 
and righteousness in the land.” The king does this  by 

demanding righteousness and by conquering all enemies of that 
righteousness. The priest does this by making atonement for the 
sins of the people and speaking the truth of God to them. Both 

king and priest serve as those who minister unto to God on 
behalf  of  the people and unto the people on behalf  of  God. 

A Man Sitting on the Throne. The king was  accountable to 

God for his  ability to bring forth justice. Consider some of the 
following Divine assessments of  the kings of  Judah and Israel.

• “David did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and 
turned not aside from any thing that He commanded him all the 
days of his  life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.” (1 Ki 
15:5)

• “Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did 
David his father.” (1 Ki 15:11)

• “Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than 

all that were before him. For he walked in all the way of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made 
Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God to anger with their 

vanities.” (1 Ki 16:25-26)

• Jehoshaphat “walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he turned 
not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, nevertheless the high places were not taken away, for the 

people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places.” (1 Ki 
22:43)

• Jehoram “walked in the way of the kings  of Israel, like as did the 

house of Ahab; for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife and he 
wrought that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord. Howbeit the 
Lord would not destroy the house of David, because of the 

covenant that He had made with David, and as  He promised to 
give a light to him and to his sons for ever.” (2 Chr 21:6-7)

This is  the promise spoken of here:  “David shall never want a man 
to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel.” And the Divine 

assessment of this  King would be “He did that which was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, not once turning to the left or to the right, but 
being tempted in all points yet without sin.” The word to this King 

would be “well done good and faithful servant you have made every 
citizen righteous.” 

God had determined to have a king from the seed of David that 

would be a king forever...you could say, “after the order of 
Melchizedek.” This King is referred to by the Lord as “the Branch 
of Righteousness.” He would bear the fruit of righteousness 
throughout His entire reign. His scepter is a “right scepter” (Ps 

45:6) and “upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom” shall 
He sit, “to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for ever” (Isa 9:7).

A Man to Make an Offering. God promises  that His  people will 
never be wanting for a High Priest.  They will never be in need of 
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someone to offer burnt offerings or meat offerings. This is  because Jesus  is “a great High 
Priest that is passed into the heavens” (Heb 4:14).  And He “being come an High Priest of 
good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle,  not made with hands, that 
is  to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own 

blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us” (Heb 9:11-12). 

The people of God will never lack a man as High Priest because “WE HAVE such an 

High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens” (Heb 8:1). He does not need to offer many sacrifices often because “now once in 
the end of the world hath appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ” (Heb 

9:26). 

As a result of Jesus’  faithful administration as  both King and Priest the people of God are 
called “the Lord our Righteousness.” Their very identification is a testimony to the Lord’s 
work in them. They dwell in safety and they do righteousness because the Lord has made 

it this way. He is their righteousness and all of their righteousness is of Him. The people 
of God are strong and confident and established because God has  raised up unto them 
“the Branch of Righteousness.” They have no cause for fear, no cause for doubt, and no 

cause for cowering. Their King has gone before them and their High Priest makes 
intercession for them. No enemy formed against them will prosper because their King is 
Lord of all. No accusation or charge brought against them will stand because their High 

Priest has paid it all. God has performed that good thing that He promised unto them.

The work of the Branch, Jesus, has caused the fruit of the branch, men, to be righteous. 
“In that day shall the Branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 
earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel” (Isa 4:2).  “Thy 

people also shall be all righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever” (Isa 60:21)

“The Branch of Righteousness” in Jeremiah is  called simply “The Branch” in Zechariah’s 
writings. However, we can see that they are speaking of the same one. “Behold,  the Man 

whose name is The Branch; and He shall grow up out of His  place, and He shall build 
the temple of the Lord; even He shall build the temple of the Lord, and He shall bear the 
glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne, and He shall be a priest upon His throne; 

and the counsel of  peace shall be between them both” (Zech 6:12-13).

Jesus’ ministry as High Priest didn’t end when He offered Himself as  a sacrifice. For after 
He by Himself purged our sins He sat down to rule upon His throne as a King and a 
Priest. This  is our Savior. This  is our Lord. He finished the transgression, made an end of 

sins, made reconciliation for iniquity, and has brought in everlasting righteousness. The 
Lord our Righteousness is  His name and because of His  work in us, it is our name as  well. 
Our very existence is  a testimony of His  great work. This is  the Lord’s  doing, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes.

We have boldness  before men because Jesus  is the King of kings. We have boldness before  
God because Jesus is a Great High Priest. God has promised and He has performed it.

• “No one in the Kingdom of  God is 
exempt from knowing the Word of  
God or knowing God” (sis. Brandi)

• “Jesus served tables, but He was not 
crucified because He served 
tables” (bro. Pat)

• “There is never really a good time 
to take off  the whole armor of  
God” (bro. Pat)

• “Many have fallen captive to sin not 
knowing that God was able to keep 
them from it” (bro. Pat)

• “If  it is not of  God, it is not 
good” (bro. TJ)

• “Our sin is what makes us a waste 
place” (bro. Pat)

• “God comforts us through other 
believers” (bro. DeRonte)

• “God loves us, and because He loves  
us we need not fear” (sis Kayla)

• “We are workers together with 
God” (bro. Erik)

• “Preaching Jesus is enough” (bro. 
TJ)

• “Be aware that there is evil and hate 
it, but set your focus on what is 
good” (sis. Brandi)

• “Salvation is not being taken out of  
the conflict; it is being victorious in 
the conflict” (bro. Pat)

• “It is when we rely on God’s 
strength that we are victorious” (sis. 
Brandi)

• “God is working out His purpose for 
good in all situations” (bro. Pat)

• “Eternal life is not a separate gift 
that you get because you know God; 
eternal life is knowing God” (bro. 
Erik)

• “The best thing that God has to give 
to man is Himself ” (bro. Erik)
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We are talking about God here. This 
statement by the apostle is worthy of full 
acceptance. It is a trustworthy saying. It is 
true, not only to the Scripture, but it is  true 

to the experience of every believer and it is 
true to the nature of God Himself. Every 
saved person has  been called by God 

according to God’s own purpose and 
grace.  And, God’s calling and saving man 
is  actually a demonstration of His purpose 

and grace. He is “the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, 
l ong su f f e r ing, and 
abundant in goodness 

and truth” (Exod 34:6). 
As we make our way 
through this text we will 

find God’s testimony of 
Himself to be true. We 
will find that He is 

m e r c i f u l ; H e i s 
g r a c i o u s , H e i s 
longsuffering; He is 
abundant in goodness 

and truth. God’s calling is in accord with 
His  own purpose and grace, and His own 
purpose and grace are in accord with His 

person and nature.

GOD HAS CALLED MAN
“Cal l ed” in the Scr ip ture has a 
multifaceted meaning. First, the phrase 
“the called” is an identifier of God’s 

people:  “among whom are ye also the 
called of Jesus Christ” (Rom 1:6) and again 
“all things work together for good to them 

that love God,  to them who are the called 

according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28). 
Men are the subject of God’s  salvation. 
They are the participants of salvation in 
the view of all heavenly personnel. When it 

comes to salvation they are “the called.”

Secondly, “calling” speaks  of God’s work: 
HE called us. In this way we can see that 

He is the initiator in salvation. He calls 
men. Also, “calling” speaks to the manner 
in which God saves: He CALLS men. In 

this  we see the Lord as  a gentle shepherd 
who “shall gather the lambs with His arm, 
and carry them in His bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are young” (Isa 

40:11). His calling men is according to His 
grace.

Lastly, the doctrine of being called has  a 

view toward an appointed end of salvation: 
He is calling us TO something. Namely, 
God calls from where He is to where you 

are, that you may go from where you are to 
where He is. He has called you to Himself. 
Therefore, when Jesus  was  going away, He 
prayed to the Father,  “Now come I to 

Thee...Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me,  be with Me where I 
am” (Jn 17:13,24). The calling of God is in 
accord with His own purpose.

THE SUBJECTS OF GOD’S SALVATION: 
“He Called US”

Our calling is  not according to our works 
but that doesn’t mean that it is  not 
according to any work. We are called 

according to, or in accord with, or as a 
result of, God’s  work 
through Christ.

Nothing Worthy of 

an Invitation. God 

has never called man 
because He was in 
some way impressed by 

him. In fact, God has 
called man in spite of 
what man has done. 

The Divine assessment 
of man is  this, “there is 

none that seeketh after God” (Rom 3:11). 
Yet, God Himself has  been found of them 

that did not seek Him (Rom 10:20). How? 
by calling them. God made the first move. 
Men began seeking God because He has 

chosen to reveal Himself and call men 
unto Himself. Men have done nothing to 
warrant such a calling or invitation. 

Nevertheless the Lord has  held out His 
hand.

The Effects of Sin Required a Call. 

Sin has effectively separated men from 
God, bound them, and killed them. The 

CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE AND GRACE
by Pat Woods

God... “Who hath saved us, and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to 

our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace, which was given us 

in Christ Jesus before the world 
began” ...but is not made manifest by 
the appearing of Jesus. (2 Timothy 1:9)
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effects of sin are so staggering that most church-goers have not dared to consider just how far they had wandered; just how far they had 
fallen; just how grave their problem was. They could not fix their own condition and they could not recover themselves with their own 
strength. If men were ever going to come to God,  be freed from their sin and be made alive, God was going to have to make the first 
move. And He did and He does! God has called men. 

Consider Lazarus. Just like Lazarus  was  dead in the tomb and so far gone that it was said, “he stinketh” (Jn 11:39), so we were a lost 
cause...until Christ came and announced, “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God” (Jn 

11:40). No one brought themselves to life, no one loosed themselves from the bonds of sin, no one reconciled themselves to God. Men 
were dead in sin and trespasses. They needed to be called. So, when Jesus came to your tomb and found you separated from His Father, 
bound by sin and lying in a sealed tomb He could reason within Himself, “This sickness in not unto death, but for the glory of God, that 

the Son of  God might be glorified thereby” (Jn 11:4). Then, He cried out your name with a loud voice and said, “Come forth” (Jn 11:43).

And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes; and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, “Loose 
him, and let him go.” (John 11:44)

You were without hope, but He called you. You were enslaved by sin, but He called you. You were separated from God, but He called you. 

You were dead, but He called you. The day of salvation is  a day in which Jesus  is  being glorified by saving them that cannot save 
themselves.  For, “verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is  coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
they that hear shall live” (Jn 5:25). 

The fact that God has  called men is a display of mercy and grace. He is  merciful by not ignoring a wayward people and He is gracious by 
calling out to them that were fundamentally not good. His calling is  a gift, not a reward. Reward or wage is not what we want. Our works 
lead to death and cursing. We have not been called according to our works. Our works are the problem! We must cease from our works 

and believe on Him who justifies  the ungodly. What we need is  someone to be merciful to our works. Then we need someone to call us 
even though we’ve done nothing to merit such a call. We need a gracious Savior. Praise God, we have Him. 

GOD’S MANNER OF SAVING: GRACE
God is the personification of grace.  God is giving. He is benevolent. He is  abundant in lovingkindness. He is gracious. The manner in 
which God saves and works with men can be seen in this word: “calling.” God is not imposing His will upon men when He saves them. He 

is  not forcing men to follow Jesus but will judge them on the basis of their acceptance of Jesus. And so,  He calls  them. God doesn’t use 
gimmicks, He calls. He doesn’t use a bait and switch strategy, He calls. God doesn’t want disassociated,  ignorant men who are obeying 
religious traditions, He wants willing participants. So, He calls, and men respond. 

Called by the Gospel. The calling of God is an announcement of the work of Christ and an invitation to repent and believe the gospel 

(Mk 1:15). The calling of God is a declaration that Christ has  made peace between God and men by abolishing the enmity that existed 
between them by sin. He “came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh” (Eph 2:17). The gospel is the 

call of  God for man to draw near by the blood of  Christ; that access is granted to those who believe on Him who justifies the ungodly. 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth; whereunto He called you by our gospel, to 
the obtaining of  the glory of  our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14)

Grace is Divine Provision. Grace speaks of a gift from God to men in order to help them obtain the everlasting prize. Men have fallen 

further than they would like to imagine by sin, but the call of grace brings them higher and closer than they can imagine, by Christ. Sin 
put them in a situation where they could not come to God, know how to come to God, or even seek God. They were altogether defiled, 

corrupt and dead in trespasses  and sins. But where sin abounded in this  distance from God and moral corruption, grace abounded all the 
more. Everything that sin did is  abundantly undone and overcome by the provision of grace. Our calling is in accord with this  great 
victory. Jesus is mightily destroying the works of  the devil. Sin has been shown to be utterly sinful. Grace has been shown to be sufficient.
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The calling of God is  a gift from God that was not earned by men. The calling of God is a provision of God that no one else could 
provide. Where God has  not called men, they have simply joined an organization and lifestyle. But where God HAS called men, He 
enables them to do what they otherwise could not do. Men have come to God because God has called them. And in His calling, God was 
not responding to the works  of men but acting in accord with His own person and purpose. He is gracious and so His calling is in 

accordance with grace.

Grace Came by the Divine Man. This grace is given us in Christ Jesus. God has always been gracious. But He has  always  been 

gracious in view of the provision of Jesus Christ.  If God hadn’t purposed to give us  Jesus  before the world began, He would not have been 
merciful and gracious prior to Jesus being born of a woman. The grace of God is  in accord with the work of Jesus, and the work of Jesus 
is in accord with the grace of  God. 

And so, while God had shown His grace to men in sundry times and in diverse manners in time past, He has now poured it forth 
abundantly by Jesus  Christ.  For in Him all the fullness  of Deity dwelt bodily and of His  fullness we have all received and grace for grace. 
“For the law was given by Moses,  but grace and truth came by Jesus  Christ” (Jn 1:17). The requirement was laid down by Moses but the 
ability to comply and understand God came by Jesus  Christ. “He hath declared Him” (Jn 1:18). Jesus has come and preached peace to us. 

He has manifested to us that life and immortality are available and found in Him. God has called men according to His grace which is in 
Christ Jesus.

GOD’S SALVATION IS TO AN APPOINTED END: PURPOSE
His  Glory. God is  making Himself known. His purpose, His eternal purpose, is to work salvation in such a way that He is  glorified and 

clearly seen for who He really is. He is manifesting Himself by saving and calling men. For, the revelation of God is best accomplished by 
fellowship,  not explanation. And so, God is not just telling us about Himself, He is  bringing us  to Himself. In salvation here, we taste and 
see that the Lord is good...then we strive to taste more.

Bringing us to God. God gave us Jesus so that Jesus  could bring us to God. The closer we are to God, the better we can see Him and 
Jesus is  a suitable Savior for He is able to save us to the uttermost. He is able to bring 

us as close as we can ever be to God. And as a result of this intimate fellowship and 
closeness, we can see that God is altogether lovely.

Conforming Men Into the Image of His  Son.  In an effort to more clearly 

show us His  person and His ways, God has made us partakers  of His very nature and 
is  transforming us into the image of His  Son, who is  the radiance of His  glory, the 
exact representation of His nature. Because in order for men to be in the presence of 

God they are going to have to be acceptable in His  sight. God has saved us and called 
us according to this  very purpose. Admittedly, this purpose is  far greater than the 
average church mission statement. Nevertheless, this is what God is doing. 

“Now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, according  to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” (Ephesians 3:10-11)

“And we known that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them He also 

justified, and whom He justified, them He also glorified.” (Romans 8:28-30)

• “All of  our hope is in the coming of  the 
Son” (bro. TJ)

• “Waiting for the coming of  Christ is not to 
be an idle action” (bro. Pat)

• “We have assurance in the ‘I will’s’ not in 
the ‘Thou shalt’s” (bro. Erik)

• “The only way to be ready then is to be 
ready now” (sis. Kayla)

• “God is glorified in the finished work of  
Christ” (bro. Erik)

• “Christ said that He would build His 
church” (bro. TJ)

• “You are even more accountable because 
God has called you” (bro. Pat)

• “There is always an action in love” (bro. 
TJ)
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God has  a purpose in salvation and His calling is in accord with His own purpose, not with any other purpose and not with the ambitions 
of men. Salvation is  God’s  work and thankfully, He has called men into it.  Why? Because the Lord is “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth.”

An Holy Calling. The call itself is  holy AND it is a call TO holiness. The gospel calls men further than forgiveness; it is  a summons to 

sanctification; an entreaty to transformation; an invitation to glory. We are called to be holy and sanctified. We are “called to be saints” (1 
Cor 1:2). The calling of God is a calling to separating from ungodly things  and joining to godly things. When God calls men He is saying, 

“leave where you are and come, follow Me.”

It is a “heavenly calling” (Heb 3:1), bringing men away from the earth and up into heaven. It is a high calling (Php 3:14),  bringing men 
from the pit to the mountain top. It is a Divine drawing (Jn 6:44,65),  in which men are drawn and given to Jesus. They leave their nets, 

their tax booths, their fathers’ houses and they follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth. This holy calling separates men from that which 
brought death; and summonses them to the source of  life.

Having become partakers  of such a calling men are now responsible for holy living. “Walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called” (Eph 4:1, NKJV). This is  another way of saying, “give diligence to make your calling and election sure” (2 Pet 1:10). Holy living is 

something that “accompanies salvation” (Heb 6:9) and is  appropriate to those who have received an holy calling.  God has called men to be 
holy. His calling separates.

Called To... The idea of God calling implies that God desires us to be somewhere else; a different place. He is  not only calling us out of 

our current place, but He is calling us into another place - a better place. Primarily, He has called us  to Himself and away from anything 
that is not of  Him. His calling is according to His own purpose. Consider some of  the things that purpose involves:

• Light. He “...called you out of  darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9)
• Grace. He “...called you into the grace of  Christ...” (Gal 1:6)
• Fellowship. “God is faithful, by Whom ye were called unto the fellowship of  His Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor 1:9).
• Peace.  “...God hath called us  to peace” (1 Cor 7:15).  “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,  to the which also ye are 

called...” (Col 3:15).
• Liberty. “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty...” (Gal 5:13).
• Hope. “...ye are called in one hope of your calling” (Eph 4:4). The apostle prays that “the eyes  of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His  calling, and what the riches of the glory of His  inheritance in the 
saints” (Eph 1:18)

• Blessing. “...knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing” (1 Pet 3:9).
• Eternal Life. “Fight the good fight of  faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called...” (1 Tim 6:12).
• Glory. “Whereunto He called you by our gospel,  to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Th 2:14).  “...the God 

of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus...” (1 Pet 5:10).  “...walk worthy of God, Who hath called 
you unto His kingdom and glory” (1 Th 2:12).

His  purpose is an eternal purpose in which He is manifested and glorified and His people benefit from it. It will be an expansion of the 

current salvation that God is  working in the earth. For, “God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,  even when 
we were dead in sin, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) and hath raised us up together,  and made us sit 
together in heavenly places  in Christ Jesus:  that in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:4-7).

CONCLUSION
In manifestation of His own person, God has called us not according to our works but according to His own purpose and according to His 
own grace which is given us in Christ Jesus. We are “the called,” He is  the “Caller” and He is  calling us  to an everlasting and imperishable 
inheritance. Brethren, the road is long. The way is narrow. The terrain is treacherous. And the enemies are numerous. But He who called 

you is able to bring you home safely. Now, may “the grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” (Revelation 22:21)
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“...for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no 
more” (Jeremiah 31:34)

INTRODUCTION
Everything that has been promised up to this point,  even our 

reception of all the promises  of God,  hinge upon this one: “for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I  will remember their sin no more.” 
This is the main thing.  If,  in the end, God doesn’t forgive our sin it 

really doesn’t matter what else happens. In fact, if God doesn’t 
forgive our sins, He cannot do the other things promised in the 
New Covenant. He cannot put His law within us, dwell within us, 
be our God and we His people; if we are still in our sins we 

cannot know God, and He will not know us.

THE NATURE OF GOD
God has revealed Himself; and the things He has revealed belong 
to us, that by the comfort of the Scriptures  we might have hope 
(Deut 29:29; Rom 15:4). He has revealed His nature, not only in 

what He has said concerning Himself but also by what He has 
done. All of the accounts of His works recorded in the Scriptures 
and all of the words proclaimed therein bear witness to who He is. 

The Bible is primarily about Him! Brethren consider your God.

He Is... When it comes to the New Covenant and the promises of 

God it is good to know that God is “faithful” (1 Cor 1:9). He is 
“not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He 
should repent: He hath said, and shall He not do it? or hath He 
spoken, and shall He not make it good?” (Num 23:19). Whatever 

God has determined to do and whatever He has declared He will 
do, He is faithful to carry it out. He is  “in the heavens, He hath 
done whatsoever He hath pleased” (Ps  115:3). What pleases Him 

is  the salvation of man, for He is “the God of salvation” (Ps 
68:20). Our faithful God is faithful to carry out His eternal 
purpose in and through Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the New 

Covenant.

God is also good. He is benevolent and does what is  right. He is “a 
merciful God; He will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor 
forget the covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto 
them” (Deut 4:31).  He is both “gracious and merciful” (2 Chr 

30:9). God is “a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: 
no good thing will He withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Ps 84:11).  This includes not withholding from His 

people what He is  doing, for He is “a revealer of secrets” (Dan 
2:47). As  it is written, “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but 
He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets” (Amos 

3:7). We see His goodness in this  and can confess that He is “the 
Lord, which hath shewed us light” (Ps 118:27), for it is in His light, 
that we see light (Ps 36:9). In truth, “God is  Light, and in Him 
there is no darkness at all” (1 Jn 1:5). 

The more we see God, the more we understand who He is  and 
what He is  like, the more we will draw near to Him. We will 
recognize that “God is our strength and power” (2 Sam 22:33). 

He is  “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Ps 
46:1). We confess  that He is  “the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever” (Ps 73:26).  He is “mighty, and despiseth not any: 

He is mighty in strength and wisdom” (Job 36:5). He is “my King 
of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth” (Ps 74:12).  But 
lest anyone think this makes Him somehow weak or soft, let us be 
clear: “God is the King of all the earth” (Ps  47:7). Some seem to 

have missed this part of His nature and it shows in their lives  and 
in their gatherings. For the Scriptures declares that “God is  greatly 
to be feared in the assembly of the saints,  and to be had in 

reverence of all them that are about Him” (Ps  89:7). For He is 
“God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty,  a terrible, 
which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward” (Deut 10:17). He 

is  indeed a mighty God, even “a consuming fire” and “a jealous 
God” (Deut 4:24). God is this way and He has  gone on record to 
tell us about it. “It is,” therefore, “a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of  the living God” (Heb 10:31).

God is Just.  Let us  consider specifically, that God is just. He is 
“righteous in all His works” (Dan 9:14). His  own nature binds 

Him to never act unlawfully or unjustly. It’s  not that He won’t do 

I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SIN NO MORE
by Pat Woods
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it, He can’t do it.  Justice will always be served in the court of the 
Lord, for He is a “righteous Judge” (2 Tim 4:8; Ps 75:7).  When He 
showed His glory to His  servant Moses on that holy mount, He 
declared Himself  to be:

“The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no 

means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children and upon the children’s children, unto the third and fourth 
generation.” (Exodus 34:6-7)

Regardless  of what men may say about God, regardless  of their 
many perceptions and thoughts, this is what God has said about 
Himself. We do well to say the same things  about Him. Moses 
asked about Him and God told him, “This is who I am...” He is a 

God that is  fundamentally and foremost “merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” He is a God 
who keeps mercy and “steadfast love” (ESV) for thousands. He is 

a God who forgives “iniquity and transgression and sin.” Again, 
He is a God who forgives, yea, He is “ready to forgive; and 
plenteous in mercy unto all that call upon” Him (Ps  86:5). And yet 

it is not as though God ignores sin,  He cannot wink at iniquity - 
His  justice will not allow it. No, “He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished” (NASB). While it is popular for men to say 
today that “God hates the sin but loves the sinner” it is just not 

true. But rather,  “God is angry with the wicked every day” (Ps 
7:11). We must know this about God if we are going to see the 
great work of the cross.  God hates sin, for He “is  holy” (Ps 99:9). 

He is, as Jesus  is, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners” (Heb 7:26). He cannot tolerate sin,  not even to look upon 
it. Wherever there is  sin God’s  ministry toward it will be wrath. In 

case anyone has  a hard time accepting this just consider what God 
did to Jesus  when all the sin of the world was  placed upon Him. 
He killed Him, even forsook Him and sentenced Him to a curse. 
God is just!

Judgment. This  is the great predicament that man finds Himself 
in: The God, who will by no means  acquit the guilty, is the one 

whom we all must stand before having sinned and fallen short of 
His  glory. God is “the One with whom we have to do” (Heb 4:13). 
If on that day you appear before the judgment bar of Christ as 

one who is dead in trespasses  and sins, it will not matter in the 
least whatever else you did in your life. We are all going to stand 
before Him and He is going to say one of two things. To some He 

will say “Well done good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of 
the Lord” (Mt 25:21). And to the others He will say, “I never knew 
you.  Depart from me you workers  of iniquity” (Lk 13:47).  All that 
will matter on that day is  what is  said to you. But alas, in the New 

Covenant full provision has been made for you to stand before the 
presence of His glory faultless and with exceeding joy (Jude 24), 
for He is able to make you stand (Rom 14:4) and He is able to 

keep you from falling, for He will forgive your iniquity and 
remember your sin no more. Now who would neglect so great a 
salvation (Heb 2:3)? 

THE PROBLEM OF SIN
Man’s biggest problem has always been sin. The problem is  not 

the home, the problem is  not the marriage, the problem is not the 
poverty,  and the problem is not the government as some would 
suggest.  You can correct all of these without Jesus. Man’s problem 

is  sin. For if you correct every other problem in your life but you 
are still in your sins, what good have you done? When “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14) His earthly father was 
informed that Mary would “bear a Son; and you shall call His 

name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Mt 1:21, 
NASB). That was His objective. God would not require His Son 
to leave glory,  to humble Himself to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross so that He could fix are many and varied 
problems. He sent Jesus to take care of the main problem - the 
problem of  sin. 

Sin is  a big problem. It is more destructive than most would 
imagine. By it comes death, separation from God, guilt, 
corruption and slavery. God sent Jesus to deliver us from sin and 
all of  its effects.

Death. The Scripture is very clear, “the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom 6:23). The first man was told not to disobey the Lord 

his God by eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
“for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen 
2:17). And when he ate from that tree death came in and 

dominated. For “by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom 5:12). Sin is the cause of death and sinners  are 
“worthy of  death” (Rom 1:32). 

Separation. The real essence of death is separation. Man is 
body, soul,  and spirit and when a person physically dies his  spirit is 
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separated from his body; for the body without the spirit is dead 
(Jas 2:26). But spiritual death, or being “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Eph 2:1), makes for the situation where men are dead even 
though they are alive (1 Tim 5:6). That is,  they are separated from 

God. “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear” 
says  the Scripture (Isa 59:2). Anyone who insists on continuing in 

sin will not be permitted to remain with God. Sin causes 
separation.

Guilt. Sin also causes guilt.  Every sin and transgression will 

receive a just penalty (Heb 2:2). Those who commit sin are found 
guilty before God. They have broken His  law, “for sin is the 
transgression of the law” (1 Jn 3:4). All those who commit a sin 

are “convicted by the law as  transgressors.” They haven’t just 
transgressed one commandment or part of the law, “For whoever 
keeps  the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become 

guilty of all” (Jas 2:9-10,  NASB). The law made the sin of man 
known.  

As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none 

who understands; there is none who seeks after God. They have all 
turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none 
who does good, no, not one. There throat is an open tomb; with their 
tongues they have practiced deceit; the poison of asps is under their 

lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are 
swift to shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways; and 
the way of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God 

before their eyes.” Now we know that whatever the law says, it says 
to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the 

deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the 
law is the knowledge of  sin. (Romans 3:10-20, NKJV)

All are guilty before God on account of their sin. The law did not 
save them, it only revealed the wickedness that was in them. They 

were guilty, condemned already, the law simply made it known to 
them.

Corruption. Aside from the legal ramifications of sin, there is 

also a moral problem, that is, sin makes people worse. Sin leads to 
more sin, worse sin and a seared conscience that will eventually 

not even recognize the error of sin. Sin corrupts. Sinners “being 
past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness” (Eph 4:19).  Sin can cause 

men to become “past feeling.” That which was once detestable to 
them will became normal and not even causing the slightest 
twinge of  conscience. Why? Because sin causes corruption.

This principle is  seen not only in the individual but also in a 

congregation of people. Sin can corrupt a group of people. 
“Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (1 
Cor 5:6). Sin corrupts; it must be removed. Thus,  the exhortation, 

“Purge out therefore the old leaven,  that ye may be a new 
lump” (1 Cor 5:7). 

Slavery. Sin is so utterly sinful that it will not only kill, separate, 

make guilty and corrupt man, it will also enslave them, forbidding 
their release from its grip. It is a “weight” that hinders us from 
running the race set before us. It “so easily entangles” those who 

give it a foothold (Heb 12:1,  NASB). Having once sinned, man 
finds  himself dwelling in a “body of sin” (Rom 6:6). Sinners “have 
yielded [their] members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity 

unto iniquity” (Rom 6:19).  They are servants of sin and free from 
righteousness (Rom 6:20). 

What a deplorable condition man finds  himself in. It is one that 

requires that someone else set them free. They are enslaved, 
corrupt, guilty, alienated from God and dead in trespasses and 
sins. All they can do is  cry out for a deliverer to help them. Their 
plea is...

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness; 
according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 

me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only, have I  sinned, and done 
this evil in Thy sight; that Thou mightest be justified when Thou 

speakest, and be clear when Thou judgest...Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow...Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 
(Psalm 51:1-4, 7, 9)

This is the cry of penitent man who is burdened by his own sin. 
This cry went out and God has heard. He determined, praise 
God, to send a Savior, even, Messiah who will “finish the 

transgression,” and “make an end of sins” and “make 
reconciliation for iniquity” and “bring in everlasting 
righteousness” (Dan 9:24). He has promised it and will He not do 

it? For “behold, the days come,” saith the Lord, “when I will 
forgive their iniquities and remember their sin no more.” This 
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promise would be fulfilled in Jesus Christ who is the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of  the world (Jn 1:29).

THE WORK OF CHRIST
When talking about forgiveness we must be talking about Christ. 
Forgiveness is in Him. Through Him we preach the forgiveness  is 

of sins to men (Acts  13:38). God exalted Jesus so that He could 
give repentance and forgiveness of sins  to Israel (Acts  5:31). The 
forgiveness of sins, like everything pertaining to life and godliness, 
has been placed in a person: Christ Jesus. And more specifically, it 

is  in the blood of His cross (Eph 1:7).  We are forgiven because of 
what He has done.

He was  Born to Die. The Word was made flesh and dwelt 

among us. When He came into the world He said, “Lo,  I have 
come to do Thy will, O God.” He clothed Himself with the body 

that God had prepared for Him and in that body He determined 
to deal with sin, once and for all. He was “made a little lower than 
the angels  for the suffering of death...that He, by the grace of 
God, should taste death for every man” (Heb 2:9). He became a 

man for this purpose. “Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood,  He also Himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death He might destroy Him that had the 

power of death,  that is,  the devil” (Heb 2:15).  Jesus  was born to 
die. He became a man so that He could die.  No man could take 
His  life, nevertheless,  He laid it down on His own accord (Jn 

10:18) that sin might be condemned in the flesh (Rom 8:3).

He was Made Sin. It was in His body that Jesus would bear the 
sin of the world.  Christ’s perfect life is an example to follow to be 

sure, but that is not the reason for Him being without sin. He 
didn’t live a sinless life so that we could emulate Him. He lived a 
sinless life so that He would be a worthy sacrifice - a spotless 

Lamb (1 Pet 1:19). In His earthly sojourn, our Lord was being 
prepared to offer His body. He suffered being tempted (Heb 2:18) 
and He was perfected through those sufferings  (Heb 2:10). He was 

made ready. And He prayed, “If this cup may not pass away from 
Me, except I drink it,  Thy will be done” (Mt 26:42). It was that 
will, that purpose of God, that brought Jesus to the cross to tread 
the winepress of the wrath of God alone (Isa 63:3) and “by 

Himself purged our sins” (Heb 1:3). He was made to be sin and 
then killed.

What happened to Jesus spiritually far outweighed what happened 

to Him physically. While scarce few could have even considered 
what was  happening on that cross, God saw fit to reveal it to us 
through His prophet, Isaiah.

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 

Him the iniquity of us all...Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; 
He hath put Him to grief; when Thou shalt make His soul an 
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, 

and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall 
see the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied; by His knowledge 
shall My righteous Servant justify many, for He shall bear their 
iniquities. Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, and 

He shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He hath poured 
out His soul unto death; and He was numbered with the 
transgressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession 

for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:5-6, 10-12)

The Scripture declares that it is  an abomination to justify the 
wicked and condemn the just (Prov  17:15). What we have in the 

cross of Christ is Jesus, the Just, dying for the us,  the unjust (1 Pet 
3:18). God is righteous in cursing Jesus because all of our sin was 
laid upon Him. And God is  righteous in saving man because all of 
their sin was placed upon another. This is what God was doing, as 

it is written, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Cor 5:19) for “He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf,  so that we 

might become the righteousness  of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21, 
NASB). And “His own self bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by 

whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Pet 2:24).  Indeed, He was 
delivered over “for our offenses” (Rom 4:25).

Thorough Expiation. Sin was put away; our sin was put away. 

“As far as the east is  from the west,  so far hath He removed our 
transgression from us” (Ps 103:12). In Christ “we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness  of sins, according to the riches 

of His grace” (Eph 1:7; Col 1:14). Christ’s  sacrifice was complete 
and thorough.  It was wanting in nothing.  He was offered “once” 
to bear the sins of many (Heb 9:28).  And this offering of His body 

was “for all” (Heb 10:10). He did not just die for your sins or my 
sins or some sins or most sins but for all sins. He took away SIN 
itself - all the sin of the world. Just as Jeremiah declared He would 
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do, so has He done.

For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after 
that He had said before, “This is the covenant that I will make 

with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put My laws into 
their hearts, and in their minds will I  write them; and their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more.” Now where remission of these 

is, there is no more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:14-18)

When sin was removed, so were its  effects. What came in by sin, 
was put away by Christ when He made an end of sin. Now 

instead of death we have life forevermore. “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom 6:23). And “even when we were dead in sins, [He] 
hath quickened us  together with Christ” (Eph 2:5). This He did all 

in strict accord with His eternal purpose wherein God, “hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel” (2 Tim 1:10). 

Where sin brought in separation, Christ brought in reconciliation. 
For “all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by 
Jesus Christ” (2 Cor 5:18) and while “we were enemies,  we were 

reconciled to God by the death of His Son” (Rom 5:10). Jesus  has 
reversed all the horrifying effects that sin brought in and He did it 
by laying down His  life for us. He “made peace through the blood 
of  His cross...to reconcile all things unto Himself ” (Col 1:20). 

Jesus put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself so that we who were 
once guilty before God are now justified. Jesus said, “do not think 
that I will accuse you to the Father; there is one that accusseth 

you,  even Moses, in whom ye trust” (Jn 5:45). When Christ came 
into the world, He did not come to judge the world; but that the 
world might be saved by Him (Jn 3:17). “Be it known unto you 

therefore, men and brethren,  that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of  Moses” (Acts 13:38-39). 

Now the corruption and slavery of sin no longer has us  bound 
and we are being sanctified completely (1 Th 5:23). Now instead 
of slavery we have been made free, “free indeed” (Jn 8:36). Why? 

Because He has forgiven our iniquities and remembered our sin 
no more.

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and 
having  an high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let 
us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is 
faithful that promised). (Hebrews 10:19-23)

A COVENANT OF MERCY
The New Covenant is a covenant of mercy. It is an approach to 

God, not on the basis  of good works  and obedience to the law, but 
on the basis of God being “merciful to [your] unrighteousnesses, 
and [your] sins  and iniquities” He will remember no more (Heb 

8:12). This is all part of God’s eternal purpose wherein He is 
glorified, not man. For “God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that He might have mercy upon all” (Rom 11:32). The New 

Covenant is  a display of the unfailing mercy of God, who is “the 
Father of mercies” (2 Cor 1:3). Therefore let all the saints of God 
praise the Lord. For “It is  of the Lord’s  mercies  that we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail not; they are new every 

morning: Great is Thy faithfulness” (Lam 3:22-23).

Pictured in the Law. The law did not remove sin or clear the 

conscience of man. Under the law God was not satisfied, sin was 
not removed, the conscience wasn’t purged and the people 
couldn’t come near (Heb 10:4-10). While the law didn’t 

accomplish these things, it did picture them. Now in Christ, they 
are accomplished. 

The ordinances of the tabernacle taught us that in order to come 
to God there must be a sacrifice. It taught us  that the sins of the 

people had to be imputed to a sacrificial lamb. It taught us that 
the sacrifice had to be offered by a high priest chosen from among 
the people. It showed us that the blood of the sacrifice would 

make atonement. And it showed us that the blood actually made 
an appeal to God for mercy.  As the blood was  placed upon the 
mercy seat God would accept the sacrifice as a soothing aroma. 

But this was all a picture of what would actually take place in 
Christ. In the New Covenant Jesus would be the High Priest 
chosen from among the people. Jesus would be the sacrificial 
Lamb of God. He would offer Himself and then enter into a 

greater more perfect tabernacle not made with hands but eternal 
in the heavens. In the New Covenant, it would be the blood of 
Jesus, that was poured out for many. And as a result of His blood 
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THE NEW COVENANT. . .

being offered to God, God would see it and be satisfied and days 
would come when God would forgive our iniquities  and 
remember our sins  no more. For Christ,  our Passover, has been 
sacrificed. 

“He is  the propitiation for our sins; and not for our’s  only, but for 
the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn 2:2). God has  done this not only 
to save mankind but also to “declare His righteousness for the 

remission of sins that are past” (Rom 3:25). In other words, the 
sacrifice of Christ for the sin of the world, proves that God was 
just in showing forbearance to all the faithful brethren before 

Christ and mercy toward us as well.  He never once compromised 
His  nature, He never broke His  law - justice was served. The wage 
of sin was death and Jesus paid it all, that those who believe in 
Him should live even though they die.  God has  shown Himself to 

be both “just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus” (Rom 3:26).

According to His  Mercy. Now we have been shown mercy. 

God has, in fact,  been merciful to our unrighteousnesses and 
remembers  our sins and iniquities  no more. This is the basis of 

our salvation. Consider brethren, just how far sin had brought us 
down and just how far Christ has brought us up. 

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, 

serving diverse lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love 
of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs 

according to the hope of  eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7)

God was not moved to save us because of our righteousness.  He 
was not moved to save us simply because we needed to be 

saved. He saved us “according to His mercy.” He saved us 
because it is  His nature to do good to His  people and in 
Christ He has reason to do so in righteousness. 

CONCLUSION
The New Covenant cannot be overstated. Nothing that has 

Jesus as  its mediator can be overstated. Nothing that 
accomplishes God’s eternal purpose can be overstated. 
Nothing that brings man into fellowship with God can be 

overstated.  God has done a great work in the New 
Covenant and in Christ Jesus our Lord and it has gotten the 
attention of all of heaven. And if we,  like John, could 
glimpse into heaven all we would see is “a great multitude, 

which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues [standing] before the throne,  and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 

their hands; and [crying] with a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.’” And we would see “all the angels 

[standing] round about the throne, and...the elders and the 
four beasts...before the throne on their faces, and 
[worshipping] God, saying, ‘Amen: Blessing,  and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor,  and power, and 

might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen’ (Rev 
7:9-12). The days have come, brethren. Praise God for the 
New Covenant.

• “There are responsibilities with the liberty we’ve been given in 
Christ” (bro. TJ)

• “Liberty is a righteous freedom; it is a freedom to do what is 
right” (bro. Erik)

• “When you look at the earth you should say, ‘Woe, woe, woe,’ but 
when you look at God you say, ‘Holy, holy, holy’” (bro. Erik)

• “The kingdom of  God is not divided” (sis. Kayla)

• “If  someone is truly seeking God, then God will provide a way for 
them to know Him” (bro. TJ)

• “God offers a love of  the truth; when one does not receive it, He 
sends a lie for them to believe because they did not want to 
believe the truth” (bro. Pat)

• “Ignorance of  these truths causes fear because it seems as if  the 
devil has more power than he really does. Satan can only do what 
God allows him to do” (sis. Kayla)

• “Every righteous thought is a victory for which we should praise 
God” (bro. Pat)

• “Faith is a prerequisite to understanding” (sis. Kayla)

• “The gospel is a summons to sanctification” (bro. Pat)

• “Everything that God is building is built upon Christ” (bro. Erik)

• “The world will try to convince you that you are missing out when 
you follow Christ, but there is nothing further from the 
truth” (bro. Erik)
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

THE KING IS COMING
by Kayla Olmsted

He Has Gone and Will Surely Come Again

We are currently awaiting the second coming of our Lord and 
Savior.  When we think of Jesus and His appearing Scripture 

refers  to three specific times. Jesus is  the One “which was, and is, 
and is  to come” (Rev  4:8). These three appearings are referred to 
in Hebrews, the 9th chapter. Jesus is  “He which was” when He 

first appeared “to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself ” (Heb 
9:26). Currently Christ is  “He which is” as  He is in heaven 
appearing “in the presence of God for us (Heb 9:24),” 

interceding on our behalf and mediating the New Covenant. 
Once more Jesus is  “He which is to come” when He shall 
“appear” “without sin unto salvation” (Heb 9:28). 

Right now we are awaiting the return of our Lord when He will 

bring to us  the fullness of this  great salvation! The second coming 
of Jesus  is a sure thing. Jesus said “And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also” (Jn 14:3).  Christ has surely 
gone and He will surely come again.

He is Coming Quickly Like a Thief, 

Yet with a Great Noise 
Revelation 22:20 says “He which testifieth these things saith, 

‘Surely I come quickly.’  Amen.” God is eternal and does  not 
dwell in time as we do. When referring to the return of Jesus 
Scripture states that of that day and hour no man knows, neither 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only (Mt 24:36). 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 

with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. (2 Peter 3:10)

The Scriptures have announced this  but the specific day is going 
to come without warning, and when men least expect it. The day 

of the Lord will be accompanied with “great noise.” No one is 
going to miss this day or be left wondering as to what is 
occurring. When Christ returns “Behold, He cometh with clouds; 

and every eye shall see Him” (Rev 1:7).

Judgment at His Appearing

Christ’s return will be a day of judgment. Second Timothy 4:1 
says  that God and Christ “shall judge the quick and the dead at 

His  appearing.” This  will indeed happen. Every word of God will 
be fulfilled. Being then that no one knows when this will occur 
the only way to be ready THEN is to be ready NOW! What Jesus 

did in the earth and what He is doing now at the right hand of 
God is  in order that you might be ready. It is essential that men 
make themselves ready and God has made every provision for 

that.

Those Who Love His Appearing
As a person considers this day it will undoubtedly cause the 

individual to be sober in thought.  Thinking soberly about the day 
of the Lord will cause you to want to be ready. It will make it easy 
to throw off things that offend and be willing to forsake all to 

gain Christ.  Any man that avails himself to the Lord and the 
provisions  that have been made available by God will find that 
God is willing and able to make you ready. 

God is  purifying a people for Himself and when you can 
personally identify that you are one of those people then you find 
great hope in this day. At the revelation of Jesus Christ grace will 
be brought to those who love His appearing and have made 

themselves ready. 

I said earlier that this day will be a day of judgment. The word 
judgment does not have to be a terrifying one.  In that day God 

will make righteous judgment. God will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished and He will also not leave the saints without 
giving them their reward. Those who love His appearing will fare 

well in the judgment.

So brethren,  I  exhort you to gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober,  and hope to the end. “There is laid up for [you] a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 

[you] at that day: and not to [you] only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing” (2 Tim 4:8).
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

THE WAR WITHIN
by Kayla Olmsted

For I  know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find 
not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil 

which I would not, that I  do. Now if I do that I 
would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I 

would do good, evil is present with me. For I 
delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
But I see another law in my members, warring 

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
O wretched man that I  am! Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? I thank God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I 
myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the 
law of  sin. (Romans 7:18-25)

The War Within. This  war that Paul is 
referring to in Romans 7 is a war that is 

common to all those who are fighting the 
good fight of faith. All saints can fellowship 
with our brother Paul in these things. All 
who have a desire to live acceptably before 

the Lord will undoubtedly find that “the 
spirit indeed is  willing, but the flesh is 
weak” (Mt 26:41).

Those who have been created new and 
have received the Spirit of God contain 
two natures within their single vessel. The 

Scriptures refer to these natures as  the flesh 
and the spirit. The flesh and the spirit are 
contrary in nature and each one “lusteth 
against” (Gal 5:17) the other. In Paul’s 

letters  he refers  to this  condition as one 
having an “old man” (Eph 4:22) or 
“natural man” (1 Cor 2:14) and a “new 

man” (Eph 4:24). It is not possible to walk 
in both of these natures at the same time. 
One nature must be put off in order that 
the other can be put on.  I have heard a few 

brethren quote a poem that clearly 
articulates this. 

Two natures beat within my breast 

The one is cursed, the other is blessed 
The one I love, the other I hate 
The one I feed will dominate 

Anyone who has been made new has been 
given a new man.  However, the old man is 
still being carried around. The presence of 
this  enemy requires that one always  be on 

guard. In view of this  condition believers 
are warned to “watch ye and pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation” (Mt 14:38).

Producing Fruit. Both the flesh and the 
Spirit produce fruit.  It should not come as 

a surprise that each produces its  own 
unique fruit and can only produce its own 
fruit. The flesh will not produce the fruit of 
the Spirit and likewise the Spirit will not 

produce the fruit of the flesh. Walking in 
the flesh is said to “bring forth fruit unto 
death” (Rom 7:5).  Fruit of the flesh include 

things such as “Adultery,  fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 

wrath, strife, seditions,  heresies, envyings, 
murders, drunkenness, revellings,  and such 
like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past,  that they 

which do such things  shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” Contrariwise, “the fruit 
of the Spir i t i s love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
Meekness, temperance:  against such there 
is  no law” (Gal 5:19-23). Both the flesh and 
the Spirit produce identifiable fruit; fruit 

that, when made manifest, can be traced 
back to its source. The fruits of the flesh do 
not please God whereas the Spirit will only 

produce fruit that is pleasing to God. 
Therefore be not deceived into thinking 
that it is  possible to walk in the flesh and 

produce fruit that is pleasing and 
acceptable to God. “For if ye live after the 
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

shall live” (Rom 8:13). The flesh must be 
crucified and the Spirit must be put on. 
Praise God that in Christ He has made 

provision for this very thing to be 
accomplished!  

Walk and Sow. These things are true, 

brethren. The war within you is very real. 
So, I exhort you in view of this reality to 
walk and sow. Walk in the Spirit and as  you 

do you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh 
(Gal 5:16). Sow to the Spirit and you will 
reap life everlasting (Gal 6:8). Do not think 

for one moment that you will produce fruit 
that is pleasing to God by means  of the 
flesh. Or, as Paul wrote to the Galatians  do 

not think that having begun in the Spirit 
you will be made perfect by the flesh (Gal 
3:3). In Christ, God has made all provision 
for the flesh to be crucified. Do not grow 

weary in this  fight. Though we are weak, 
He is strong.  Jesus is still saying “My grace 
is  sufficient for thee: for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). 
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BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS
by Pat Woods

There is a “Jesus” being preached today that solves all of man’s 
problems. He is  portrayed as one who is very concerned about 
your career,  your household, your finances, your goals, etc.  But the 
question must be asked, “Is this the real Jesus?” Is Jesus really as 

concerned about your career as you are? Is  financial stability and 
prosperity of any worth in the kingdom of God? Or maybe more 
appropriately, Are those who live in poverty, with an unsteady 

career, or from a broken household at a disadvantage in following 
the Lord? And after we consider 
these questions  let us consider the 

apostles, who left jobs, forsook their 
goals, took no money with them and 
followed the Lord.  Did they suffer 
loss  because of this? The testimony 

of His disciples was this, “Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and followed 
Thee”

And Jesus answered and said, “Verily 
I say unto you, there is  no man that 
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 

wife, or children, or lands,  for My sake, and the gospel’s, but he 
shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters,  and mothers, and children, and lands,  with 
persecutions;  and in the world to come eternal life” (Mk 

10:29-30).

What is forsaken individually is possessed collectively in the 
church, who have all things in common. But this life in the earth 

will also possess persecutions and afflictions. The focus of Jesus’ 
ministry is found in the world to come. It is  there that the saints 
will have eternal life and will receive their inheritance. Those who 

seek the abundance of possessions here will, no doubt,  be fatally 
distracted.

Following Jesus  for Your Best Life Now. Let us be clear. We 

are not following Jesus  in order to improve our conditions while in 
the earth. In fact, often the opposite takes  place. We follow Jesus in 
order to be saved from the wrath to come (1 Th 1:10). We follow 

Him in order to escape the “damnation of hell” (Mt 23:33). We 
have “kissed the Son” lest He be angry with us (Ps 2:12). We have 
joined ourselves to the One who has satisfied the Father and 
consecrated a new and living way to Him; Who bore our sins in 

His  own body on the tree; Who died for us and now makes 
intercession for us. Brethren, our hope is  in heaven, where Jesus 
has entered in as  a forerunner.  For, “if in this life only we have 

hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (1 Cor 15:19). 
We do not follow the Lord to prosper 
ourselves.  We follow the Lord 

because it is right to do so. For “He 
died for all,  that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto 
themselves,  but unto Him which died 

for them, and rose again’ (2 Cor 
5:15).

Paul warned Timothy of keeping 

company with those “who suppose 
that godliness is  a means of gain” (1 

Tim 6:5, NKJV) and then clarified, “Now godliness  with 

contentment is great gain” (1 Tim 6:6, NKJV). Those who 
propagate a “prosperity gospel” or a “health and wealth gospel” 
are not speaking from God. They are those who suppose that 
following the Lord and “going to church” is a means of earthly 

gain and their churches are filled with professed believers who are 
really only in it to make connections and get ahead. And I am not 
exaggerating at all. Churches in America are filled with such 

people. These churches have made the Father’s house into a den 
of thieves and it is high time for the money-changers table’s to be 
turned over.  All of this simply amounts  to covetousness and God is 

not mocked.

Jesus once had one of His hearers approach Him seeking a Jesus 
who would solve his problem. He said,  “Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me” (Lk 12:13). This 

man came to Jesus so that Jesus would set his brother straight; so 
that he would have what he perceived to be his. But Jesus  “knew 

“Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness; for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.”

(Luke 12:15)



F a l l  2 0 1 3! 23

M o u n t a i n  T o p  M a g a z i n e    •    1 2 1 4 7  R o c k s w i t c h  S t r e e t    •    M i l t o n ,  D E  1 9 9 6 8 

ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND TEACH

what was  in man” (Jn 2:25) and responded 
with these words: “Man, who made me a 
judge or a divider over you?” (Lk 12:14). 
This was not Jesus’ business  and He would 

not engage in it.  Instead He spoke to the 
real issue saying, “Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness; for a man’s life consisteth 

not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth” (Lk 12:15).

Covetousness. To covet is to strongly 

desire that which is not yours. The 
psalmist once said,  “The wicked boasteth 
of his  heart’s  desire,  and blesseth the 

covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth” (Ps 
10:3). The Lord abhors the covetous! 
Blessed is the man who can say the same. 

For, not only are we clearly told in the 
Law, “Thou shalt not covet...anything that 
is  thy neighbor’s” (Exod 20:17), but when 

Moses was  to select 70 men to help him in 
his ministry he was to look for able men 
who “fear God, men of truth, HATING 
covetousness” (Exod 18:21). 

While coveting may seem to be small to 
the fleshly mind, it is something Jesus says, 
to beware of. Coveting is  what led to the 

stoning of Achan and the stoning of all 
his family and livestock. “Indeed I have 
sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 

thus and thus have I done;” he said, 
“when I saw among the spoils  a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and two hundred 
shekels of silver,  and a wedge of gold of 

fifty shekels  weight,  then I coveted them, 
and took them” (Josh 7:20-21). It was 
covetousness that Paul spoke of in his 

letter to the church in Rome as the cause 
for death in him (Rom 7:7-11).  Yet it is 
also something that he dealt with (Acts 

20:33). Coveting is a sin. It occurs when 
men are drawn away by their own lusts 
and enticed (Jas 1:14).

A Matter of the Heart.  Coveting is 

something done in the heart.  Jesus said, 
“For from within, out of the heart of men, 

proceed ev i l thoughts,  adul ter ie s, 
fornications, murders, thefts,  covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,  an evil 

eye,  blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all these 
things come from within, and defile the 
man” (Mk 7:21-23). Covetousness is a lust 

of the flesh that proceeds out of the heart. 
It is a corrupt and ungodly desire that must 
be suppressed.

Covetousness seems to be a common sin 

that has  entangled many a wanderer on the 
earth as the prophet has said, “For every 
one from the least even unto the greatest is 

given to covetousness” (Jer 8:10). And this is 
also true of religious people who demand 
that the church provide for their specific 

desires. They shop around for the right 
church to meet their needs but give no heed 
to the word that is preached. Concerning 
people like this the prophet Ezekiel was 

warned, “For with their mouth they shew 
much love,  but their heart goeth after their 
covetousness” (Ezek 33:31). He experienced 

an audience that would listen to him day 
and night but never do what he said.  He 
was as one who had “a very lovely song” 

and “a pleasant voice” (Ezek 33:32). 

False preachers and religious  profiteers are 
driven by lust and covetousness. They seek 
to please men and use flattering words as  a 

“cloak of covetousness” (1 Th 2:5) covering 
their greed for obtaining a following and 
riches. Of them Peter spoke, “Through 

covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you; whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their 

damnation slumbereth not” (2 Pet 2:3). 
They are “lovers of their own selves” (2 
Tim 3:2) and they are enslaved by “the love 
of money” which “is the root of all evil” 

causing them to err from the faith and to 
be pierced through with many sorrows (1 
Tim 6:10). Covetousness is destructive - 
beware of  it!

Do Not Covet, Be Content and Give. 
The children of God must not be given to 

covetousness. They are called to trust in the 
Lord and not in riches. “Let your 
conversation” or manner of living “be 

without covetousness,  and be content with 
such things as ye have; for He hath said, ‘I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee’” (Heb 13:5). We do not need to covet 

because God will richly supply all of our 
needs according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus. We are to put off the old man 

with his deceitful lusts.  Do not covet;  do 
not steal but labor, work with your hands 
the thing which is  good and give to them 

that have need (Eph 4:28).

“The desire of the slothful killeth him; for 
his hands refuse to labor. He coveteth 
greedily all the day long; but the righteous 

giveth and spareth not” (Prov  21:25-26). 
When Paul said to the Ephesian elders in 
his farewell address,  “I have coveted no 

man’s silver, or gold, or apparel,” he 
pointed out that his own hands ministered 
unto his necessities and those of his 

companions (Acts 20:33-34). He was not 
slothful but labored night and day so as to 
not be a burden to anyone. He did not 
covet their possessions.  He said,  “I have 

shewed you all things, how that so laboring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words  of the Lord Jesus, 

how He said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive’” (Acts 20:35). 

Believers are to replace coveting with 

giving.  In demonstration and obedience of 
the second great commandment, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ” (Rom 
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13:9). Men will cease from coveting by 
seeking to minister to their brethren. Where 
a so-called brother fails to do this we are 
instructed “not to keep company” with him 

(1 Cor 5:11).  “Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 

with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
no r d runkard s , no r rev i l e r s , no r 
extortioners,  shall inherit the kingdom of 

God” (1 Cor 6:9-10).

A Godly Coveting. A strong desire for 
godly things is  a “good” form of coveting. It 

is  a demonstration of “not seeking the 
things of the earth” but “seeking the things 
which are above.” Paul instructed the 

Corinthian church to “covet earnestly the 
best gifts” - love being the greatest. And 
again “covet to prophesy” (1 Cor 12:31; 

14:39). If you must covet, covet spiritual 
things. If you must lust, lust after God. Let 
your heart be dominated by the desire for 
heavenly things. “Blessed are they which do 

hunger and thirst after righteousness; for 
they shall be filled” (Mt 5:6).

“A Word Fitly Spoken”
The Scripture says, “a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings  of 

silver” (Prov  25:11). “Beware of Covetousness” and other articles can be found at 
the following website: www.fittingwords.blogspot.com.  

Brother Pat has developed this website as  a place to edify the saints worldwide 

through a ministry that began in a one-on-one setting. When he was  given a 
position in a local middle school he worked side by side with another teacher who is 
a believer. He decided that during his lunch breaks  he would write short messages to 

encourage her in the faith. These were handwritten on lined paper. She kept those 
messages and showed them to others in the school who also showed interest in 
receiving these “thoughts for the day.” Brother Pat then wrote them as emails and 
sent them to several people in the school becoming to one brother, “the hallway 

prophet.” 

Brother Pat also sent these to encourage dear brethren who were serving as 
missionaries in Kenya.  These brethren rejoiced in the truth contained in the 

writings and would circulate them to their friends. But to the forwarding of emails 
there seemed to be no end. Those brethren suggested to brother Pat to start a 
“blog” and assisted in the work.  The blog that was formed is  “A Word Fitly 

Spoken.” Articles are posted to this blog and still emailed to those working in the 
school. It has been a source of encouragement and godly discussion and for this  we 
give thanks to God who increases seed to the sower. 

Recently, spoken messages (10-20 minutes in length) have been added as  a way to 

preach the gospel in audio format. These messages are an effort to supply the 
people of God with a short message to edify and strengthen them as they are on 
their way. These messages  are entitled “A Word from the Homeland.” Brother 

DeRonte Polite’s song “Home” is  appropriate theme music for 
these posts and he has  supplied it graciously.  It was brother Pat’s 
hope that the brethren would be able to download these messages 

and listen to them on the way to and from work. 

We are currently going through the 15th chapter of 1 
Corinthians in a series entitled “The Gospel of the Resurrection 
of Jesus  Christ.” To listen to these messages simply go to the 

website listed above and click on the play button for the 
particular post. As always,  please feel free to comment on the 
posts and speak unto edification, comfort and correction if 

necessary. We simply ask that all words be “typed” unto 
edification.

May the Lord undergird and increase all ministries that glorify 

Him and clarify His gospel.

Statement of  Purpose
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and 

lifted up. Our purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation 
of  God, and the ways of  God through the word of  God. The 
purpose of  this magazine is to preach the gospel through writing.

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for 
spiritual reasons, not topographical reasons. (We live by the 
Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” is actually a sand 

dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen 
and heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling 
in heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will 

show His people many precious things. This magazine will serve 
as a report of  those things which He has shown us. And that 
which we have received from the Lord, we declare unto you.


