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“Perhaps the Lord 
will work for us, for 
the Lord is not 
restrained to save by 
many or by few” 
(1 Samuel 14:6, NASB)

There are two types of people: Those that 
believe and those that don’t. Fear and doubt 
are the fruits of unbelief while confidence, 
joy and hope are some of the fruits of 

believing.

The Account. 1 Samuel 14 highlights  the 

actions  of the believing and the unbelieving. 
At this time Israel was led by their first 
earthly king, Saul. After being presented to 

the people,  Saul chose for himself 3,000 men 
to be his army.  Jonathan and 1,000 of those 
soldiers  killed a garrison of Philistines  and 
this incited their hatred toward the Israelites. 

“Now the Philistines assembled to fight with 
Israel, 30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen, 
and people like the sand which is on the 
seashore in abundance; and they came up and 

camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven. 
When the men of Israel saw that they were in 
a strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then 

the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in 
cliffs, in cellars, and in pits.” (1 Samuel 
13:5-6)

While the people hid themselves in every 
crevice they could find, Jonathan went out 
and sought the enemy. This is reflective of 
two types of people.  Those that believe and 

those that don’t. The unbeliever sees  only 
what surrounds  them. In this  case the people 
were “like the sand which is on the seashore 

in abundance.” Undoubtedly, the people 
were in fact hard-pressed.  They were 
outnumbered and only had two swords 

among their 3,000 men. Looking only at the 
things that can be seen results  in great fear 
and despair. 

Faith Charges  Onward. Believers, 

however,  look at those things which are 
unseen. The believer clings to what they 

know of God. And contrary to what 
surrounds them, he says  like Jonathan, “the 
Lord is  not restrained to save by many or by 

few.” The believer knows and is convinced 
that God is for him and therefore questions, 
who can be against him. The believer knows 

that God is able to save to the uttermost 
those that draw near to Him by Christ. The 
believer does  not fear the one that can 
destroy the body but the one that can destroy 

the body and soul. The believer knows that 
God is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that he can think or imagine.  On 

account of his faith, the believer has  great 
confidence and hope when facing enemies.

God used the heart of one man, Jonathan, to 

defeat a great multitude on that day. 
Jonathan knew that God could do what He 
pleased and that no plan of His could be 
thwarted. He made a great statement in 

saying that the Lord is not restrained to save 
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by many or by few. Jonathan saw this 
situation as an opportunity for God to be 
glorified. 

Jonathan slew 10 men and incited a great 

trembling among the enemy and a great 
awakening among the people.  His  actions 
allowed others  to see what He knew: God 

didn’t need a multitude to save.  God didn’t 
really need more than one to bring about 
salvation. Israel saw Jonathan’s  victory and 

this  brought about great confidence among 
the camp to go forth and conquer. 

The Captain of our Salvation. We 

have also been given a great victory by the 
actions  of one. God brought about the 
ultimate salvation (from condemnation and 

bondage to sin) through Jesus.  During a 
time when there was none good, no not 
one, God sent one man into the midst of 

the enemy’s camp. Enemies surrounded 
Jesus on every side but He would not be 
defeated.

As on the day of Jonathan’s victory, the 

cross of Christ divides the people into two 
groups based upon their perception of it: 
believing and unbelieving. While the 

unbelieving sees a blasphemer being put to 
open shame, the eyes of faith see the Son 
of God laying down His life.  While the 

unbelieving mock the cross  and count it as 
foolishness, the believing boast in the cross 
and find confidence in Christ’s conquering 
of  sin and death. 

One man, the man Christ Jesus, brought 
salvation to all through one act. Those who 
believe find great confidence in this and 

joyfully follow the Captain of their 
Salvation into battle. There is never an 
occasion to shrink back. There is never an 

occasion to fear and be dismayed because 
the Lord has never, and could never, be 

restrained. He has shown us through 
numerous accounts, including that victory 
of Jonathan and ultimately the victory in 
Jesus, that He is fully capable of saving by 

many or by few. So when we find ourselves 

surrounded by an innumerable company 
take courage brethren,  our Captain has 
o v e r c o m e t h e w o r l d .  
	 	 	

- Brandi Woods

THE PRAYER CLOSET
- suggested prayers in view of  Scripture -

“for I am not ashamed of  the gospel of  Christ; for it is the power of  God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth...” (Rom 1:16)

• That God would grant us open doors for the word and frequent 
opportunities to preach the gospel to every one that believeth.

• That all those that deliver messages in the name of  Christ would 
not be ashamed of  the gospel but would boldly proclaim it to all.

• That preachers would forsake all gimmicks, philosophies, traditions 
and doctrines of  men and preach the gospel without censorship.

• That the power of  the gospel would be obviously displayed in those 
that believe it.

“Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith ‘Today if  ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the day of  provocation, in the day of  temptation in the 
wilderness’...Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of  you an evil heart of  
unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is 
called ‘Today,’ lest any of  you be hardened through the deceitfulness of  sin.” (Heb 
3:7-8, 12-13)

• That believers would be diligent to encourage one another every 
day.

• That believers would be diligent, even that they would labor, to 
enter into that rest that remains (Heb 4:11).

• That those who hear the word of  the Lord would receive it and 
believe it.

• That not one of  us would be hardened by the deceitfulness of  sin 
but would be trained to discern and shun sin.

• That none of  us would depart from God but would rather draw 
near unto Him.
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CHRIST’S GENERATION
by Pat Woods

“A seed shall serve Him; it shall 
be accounted to the Lord for a 
generation.”            

(Psalm 22:30)
Christ’s sacrifice would not leave Him without a reward. God 
would not allow His  Holy One to suffer death and a curse 
without rewarding Him appropriately. “Therefore” says the 
Father, “will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall 

divide the spoil with the strong; because He hath poured out His 
soul unto death; and He was  numbered with the transgressors, 
and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors” (Isa 53:12). Christ would be given an inheritance 
of people that would serve Him. They would be a spiritual seed 
born of the Spirit; they would be more numerous than the sand 

on the seashore; and they would be willing.

Adam’s  Generation. The seed that would serve Jesus would 
not be Adam’s seed. The descendants  of Adam proved to be 

deplorable, particularly during the days of Noah. “God saw that 
the wickedness  of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually” (Gen 6:5). Their waywardness was not owing to the 
absence of law but to the nature of that generation. For even 
when men were given a holy,  good and just law, they remained “a 

very froward generation, children in whom there is  no 
faith” (Deut 32:20).  Adam’s seed did not and will not serve the 
Lord. Surely the generation that “shall serve Him” shall be one 
that does not trace its genealogy back to Adam.

Contrary to Adam’s generation, Christ’s generation steadfastly 
walks in all the statutes of the Lord,  having been given a new 
heart and a new Spirit (Ezek 36:26-27). Though they still reside 

in a vile body inherited from that first Adam, the Second Adam 
enables them to buffet that body and make it their slave. They are 
no longer dominated by its  base lusts.  What they have inherited 

from Jesus enables them to overcome what they inherited from 
Adam. 

Not Fleshly but Spiritual. Though Christ was “cut off out of 

the land of the living” around the age of 33 and had no physical 
generation or seed to speak of (Isa 53:8),  Isaiah declared that as a 
result of being made an offering for sin, Jesus would “see His 

seed” (Isa 53:10). This “Spiritual seed” are disciples who are 
becoming like their Master. They are those who have been born 
“not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God” (Jn 1:12). These are men who have been “born 
again” and “born of the Spirit” (Jn 3:3,6). They were born in 
Zion and God Himself establishes them (Ps 87:5). They were 
born of incorruptible seed (1 Pet 1:23),  even the word of God. 

They dwell in heavenly places.

Numerous. “Look now toward heaven,” God told Abraham, 

“and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them; and He said 
unto him, so shall thy seed be” (Gen 15:5). In fulfillment of His 
promise to Abraham, God has  blessed all the families of the earth 

in Christ. The seed that serves Christ is  so numerous that they are 
accounted to Him for a generation. In accordance with His 
eternal purpose God gave Jesus not only to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, but also as  a light to the Gentiles, that He would be God’s 

salvation “unto the end of the earth” (Isa 49:6).  God was not 
intending to save only a few when He sent Jesus. He had 
determined that His Servant would justify “many.” In Christ, the 

house of  the Lord is greatly enlarged (Isa 54:2).

A Willing Generation. Christ’s seed shall be a generation that 

willingly serves the Lord. “This is the generation of them that 
seek Him” (Ps 24:6) laying aside all encumbrances  and 
distractions. These are a people who are willing in the day of His 
power (Ps 110:3); willing and glad to suffer for His  name’s sake. 

Willing even to die in the body that they might serve the Lord (2 
Cor 5:8). They are a spiritual seed; a numerous seed; and a 
willing seed which serves  the Lord and they are accounted to 

Him for a generation.
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THE EXALTED SAVIOR
by Erik Olmsted

*The following is a short message delivered on 

“Resurrection Sunday” morning on the boardwalk in 

Ocean View, Delaware. The aim was to preach the 

gospel to whoever had ears to hear.

Introduction
A Friday some time ago an innocent man hung upon a cross, 

bearing the guilt, shame, and sin of the world. And as  the 
Creator of the world looked upon His Chosen One; He saw the 
travail of His soul and was satisfied (Isa 53:11). The Lord was 
pleased with the death of Jesus. The Lord did not enjoy the pain 

and agony associated with being a sacrifice for sin, but He was 
well aware of the implications, effects, and accomplishments of 
the death of Jesus. In view of those implications the Lord had 

great joy in His death. 

A Productive Death
Let us consider a few glorious achievements of Christ’s  death and 
see that it was a very productive death. It was through the death 
of Jesus  that the devil was destroyed. “Forasmuch then as  the 

children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 
likewise took part of the same; hat through death He might 
destroy Him that had the power of death,  that is, the devil” (Heb 

2:14). The one who enslaved the entire human race was 
destroyed by a humbled Christ in His death. And if there is 
anyone that thinks that in the end of the ages the devil will rise 
up to fight with Christ in some great battle... I  say “Wrong!” The 

devil has already been destroyed, by a humbled Jesus at His 
weakest point. For,  He was crucified through weakness (2 Cor 
13:4). If He did this in His  death, what do you think is going to 

happen when He comes again in all His glory? The devil and all 
his angles  will be destroyed by “the brightness of His coming” (2 
Th 2:8). There will be no great battle. Jesus  will just come and 

condemn them to eternal damnation.

Nearness. Jesus’ death gives us access, and even more than 

access; nearness to God. “But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes  were far off are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ” (Eph 2:13).  The peace that we have with God came 
through the death of  Christ.

One Body. Jesus abolished, even destroyed, the enmity that 

existed between Jew and Gentile. In Christ, there is  no longer any 
division at all. “Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the 

law of commandments  contained in ordinances; for to make in 
Himself one new man, so making peace; and that He might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain 
the enmity thereby” (Eph 2:15-16). 

Pleasing the Father. These are just a couple of things Jesus 
accomplished on our behalf.  There are many more things that 

were accomplished for us on the cross. However, Jesus  was not 
only working for us on the cross, he was  working for the Father 
also. His primary work on the cross was Godward. “Wherefore 

when He cometh into the world He saith, sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldest not, but a body thou prepared me: in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then 
said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) 

to do Thy will, O God” (Heb 10:5-7). When Christ put away sin 
on the cross, He was doing the will of  His Father. 

Dealing with Sin.  In His death, Jesus dealt with sin. Jesus is 

the “Lamb of God,” and as such He “taketh away the sin of the 
world” (Jn 1:29).  Notice that the text doesn’t say “sins,” as in 

plural,  but “sin” as  in singular.  This implies that all sin was laid 
upon Christ. There is  nothing that is  offensive to God that Christ 
did not pay for on the cross.  The sin of the world that was so 
offensive to God was taken out of the way being nailed to the 

cross. The sin that caused a great separation between men and 
God, was  taken away as far as the east is from the west. Jesus was 
so effective in taking away sin, that sin is not even the issue with 

God anymore. Jesus is the issue, now. The issue is  whether or not 
you are in Him. 
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Dealing with sin would not be complete 
without replacing it with righteousness. 
Thus  God determined to send the Messiah 
to “finish the transgression, and to make 

and end of sins,  and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity,  AND to bring in everlasting 
righteousness” (Dan 9:24).  The death of 

Christ is so effective that it not only takes 
away all sin,  in every form, but brings  in 
everlasting righteousness. And God loves to 

make men righteous. 

Saved By His Life
We don’t stand here this morning because 
Christ died. We are here because He rose 
from the dead and was thereby declared to 

be the Son of God with power (Rom 1:4). 
As effective as  the death of Christ is,  His 
death alone is not enough to save men or 
fulfill the purpose of God. I am going to 

make a bold statement and say that Jesus is 
doing more,  even “much more,” as  an 
exalted Prince and Savior (Acts  5:31) than 

He did while dying on the cross. “For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life” (Rom 5:10). We are being 
saved by His  life; His resurrected, glorified, 
exalted life. We need a living Savior to 

make us alive to God. That is exactly who 
Jesus is, the Living One (Rev 1:18). 

This Jesus who rose from the dead was not 

just anyone. He did not rise as  a baby, nor 
did He rise as  to be the carpenter’s son. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, He was 

resurrected as the Lamb that had been slain 
and was declared to be the Son of God 
with power.

The Lamb. The One who is risen from 

the dead is the Lamb of God. The One 
who is  exalted to the right hand of God is 

the One who had humbled Himself to the 

point of death. Jesus “being found in 
fashion as  a man, He humbled Himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also 

hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a 
name which is above every name” (Php 
2:8-9). Jesus’ work might go unnoticed in 

the earth, but certainly not in heaven. 
When Christ rose from the dead God 
exalted Him because of the work that was 

accomplished through His  death. God 
really cannot exalt Christ any higher than 
He is  right now. He has been given a name 
which is above every name. Though it is  

popular to tell men to “Make Jesus their 
Lord,” God has already done this. Jesus is 
already above all things. God has already 

made Him your Lord (Acts 2:36). He is the 
Lord of lords and the King of kings. There 
will never be any created thing that is more 

important in the eyes of  God than Jesus is.

The Man. It is important to consider that 
the one whom God exalted is a man; the 

Man, Christ Jesus. This truth was foretold 
in Psalm 89; “Thou spakest in vision to 
Thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help 

upon one that is mighty; I have exalted 
One chosen out of the people” (Ps 89:19). 
God knew that He could not save you by 

Himself. It may sound strange, but God 
needs Jesus. He needs one who was like the 
ones  He intends to save. He needs  one who 
is  able to be touched with the feeling of 

our infirmity. That is exactly who Jesus is, 
the one who was tempted in all points  as 
we are, yet without sin (Heb 4:15). And 

now that He has been perfected through 
sufferings, God has exalted Him to a 
position so that He can help you during 

your time of temptation. Jesus knows what 
it is like to be tempted, and He is in a 
position to help or “succor” you (Heb 

2:18). He is  alive and exalted and actively 
saving men by His life.

Exalted to Save
From the right hand of the throne of God, 
Jesus is  able to give you mercy and grace to 

help in the time of need. The “time of 
need” is  during the temptation, not during 
the sin. If you have sinned you have gone 
too far. God gives  His grace in order that 

we can be taught to deny ungodliness  at 
the temptation level. I know it sounds hard, 
you might even think this is impossible.  But 

Jesus majors in the impossible.

Consider the lame man that Jesus 
encountered at the pool of Bethesda (Jn 

5:1-9). There were many impotent folk 
waiting by the water. Jesus scanned the 
crowd and singled one out who had been 
lame for 38 years, longer than I have even 

been alive. Jesus asked him the most crucial 
question that He could ask, “Do you want 
to be made whole?” The lame man 

answered Him, “Sir, I have no man, to 
carry me to the pool.” He needed another 
one to carry him and could find no man. 

Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up thy bed, 
and walk.” Immediately the man was made 
whole, took up his bed, and walked. 

There are things that I am sure you have 

been tempted with for a long time, things 
that might seem impossible to overcome. 
Jesus is asking you, “do you want to be 

made whole?” If you have a desire to be 
healed from sin we have good news for 
you:  the Sun of righteousness is risen with 

healing in His wings (Mal 4:2).  Jesus’ 
position at the right hand of God is the 
perfect place for Him to give you mercy 
and grace to help. You can deny 

ungodliness and live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present world (Tit 
2:11-14).
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OUR KING GOES OUT BEFORE US
by Brandi Woods

It is important that we know our King and what He is doing. 
There was a time that Israel rejected God as their King and 
asked for a king like the Gentiles. Samuel warned Israel what this 
worldly king would be like. He would take the best they had and 

use it for his own purposes, his armies, his plowing and reaping, 
his housekeeping, his labors, and his  service. The people did not 
heed the warning and insisted on a king to judge them, go out 

before them and fight their battles. In their ignorance, the people 
desired something less  than what they already possessed. For God 
did judge them, He did go out before them, and He did fight for 

them. 

What I want to consider is  that God, the King, goes out before 
His  people. We see this in a physical sense when “the Lord went 
before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; 

and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light” (Exod 13:21). 
God delivered the people from Egypt AND showed them the way 
to the promised land. Our King does not deliver us from bondage 

that we may then find a way on our own. Rather, He delivers us 
from bondage and then goes forth to show us the way He has 
made. He directs our steps, lights our path and promises never to 

leave us nor forsake us. 
You divided the sea before them, so they passed through the midst of 
the sea on dry ground; and their pursuers You hurled into the 
depths, like a stone into raging waters. And with a pillar of cloud 

You led them by day, and with a pillar of fire by night to light for 
them the way in which they were to go. Then You came down on 
Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from heaven; You gave them 

just ordinances and true laws, good statutes and commandments. 
So You made known to them Your holy sabbath, and laid down for 
them commandments, statutes and law, through Your servant 

Moses. You provided bread from heaven for them for their hunger, 
You brought forth water from a rock for them for their thirst, and 
You told them to enter in order to possess the land which You swore 
to give them.” (Nehemiah 9:11-15, NASB)

Also seen through the example of Israel, however, is  that when 
the people forget who it is that is leading them; they turn aside to 
follow after other gods. When Moses was yet on the mount, the 

people asked Aaron to “make us gods, which shall go before 

us” (Exod 32:23). The people constructed for themselves a golden 
calf and forsook their true King. However, God is merciful and 
though the people forsook Him, He did not stop leading them.

But they, our fathers, acted arrogantly; they became stubborn and 

would not listen to Your commandments. They refused to listen, and 
did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed 
among them; so they became stubborn and appointed a leader to 

return to their slavery in Egypt. But You are a God of forgiveness, 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in 
lovingkindness; and You did not forsake them. Even when they made 

for themselves a calf of molten metal and said, “This is your God 
who brought you up from Egypt,” and committed great 
blasphemies,”You, in Your great compassion, did not forsake them in 
the wilderness; the pillar of cloud did not leave them by day, to guide 

them on their way, nor the pillar of fire by night, to light for them the 
way in which they were to go. You gave Your good Spirit to instruct 
them, Your manna You did not withhold from their mouth, and You 

gave them water for their thirst. Indeed, forty years You provided for 
them in the wilderness and they were not in want; their clothes did 
not wear out, nor did their feet swell.” (Nehemiah 9:16-21, NASB)

We have a mighty and merciful God that goes before us.  We do 
not lust after what the world has. We do not ask for another King 
to lead us because God alone is our Helper (Heb 13:6).  There is 
nothing that man can do to us and nothing the world can offer us 

when we correctly perceive Who it is that leads us. 

It is  important that we know that we are able to come into the 
presence of our King and dwell with Deity eternally because of 

the One that has gone before us.  Jesus is our Forerunner, who has 
entered within the veil. He is able to save forever those who draw 
near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them (Heb 6:20; 7:25). He is  the Firstborn 
Among the Dead (Col 1:18) and is  currently bringing many sons 
to glory (Heb 2:10).  “Since we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 

our confession... let us  draw near with confidence...let us press  on 
to maturity... and let us take hold of the hope set before us.” We 
don’t ask for a king like the world; we know the King who goes 

out before us.
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Sober Thoughts
• “Some questions that must be constantly asked: ‘What do I 

want to be found doing when Christ returns?’ and ‘Does this help 

prepare me for that day or does it distract me?’” (Brandi Woods)
• “Faith establishes the boundaries of  your habitation in the 

kingdom of  God. You can go as far as you believe.” (Erik 
Olmsted)

• “Being present with the Lord makes being absent from the 

body an anticipated and joyous occasion” (Pat Woods)
• “The psalmist said, ‘One thing have I desired of  the Lord, 

that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of  the Lord all 
the days of  my life, to behold the beauty of  the Lord, and to 

inquire in His temple’ (Ps 27:4). It is there, ‘in His temple,’ that 

questions are answered.” (Erik Olmsted)
• “Jesus told Mary, ‘touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to 

My Father’ (Jn 20:17). It would be improper for men to 
‘cling’ (NASB) to Jesus on earth. We look to the glorified Christ; 

the exalted Christ, the One who has ascended to the 

Father.” (Tyler James Boyd)

Because He Lives - Kayla Olmsted

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white 
sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of  Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, “Woman, why weepest thou?” She saith 
unto them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.” (John 20:11-19)

Praise God, brethren, for we serve a living Saviour! Jesus came to take away the sin of  the world. He bore our sin in His body on the tree 

and as He was buried so was our sin. Jesus took my sin, your sin, the sin of  the world and He carried it far away. So far that it is described 
in the psalms as having been removed as far as the east is from the west. How good is it to know that the sin which we were once enslaved 
by; the sin which, in and of  ourselves, we were powerless to separate ourselves from; the sin that separated us from God; that sin has been 

wholly severed from us and laid on another? The spotless Lamb of  God, He who knew no sin, He is the one who was made sin on our 
behalf. Not only did Christ defeat sin and death but He also defeated the one who had the power of  death that is the devil. Now the enemy 
who once held us captive has been bound and no longer has power over us!

Christ bore the weight of  our sin, carried it far away from us and utterly destroyed the works of  the devil. All of  this, however, was not 
enough to save us. Christ had to resurrect. He had to rise from the dead and return to the Father. He had to be exalted. It is from this 
exalted position that Jesus is able to bring many sons to glory. If  Jesus were not in glory He would be unable to bring anyone else there. If  
Jesus didn’t have access to divine resources and the authority to distribute those resources we would be in a helpless state. See, just taking 

away sin wasn’t enough to bring us to God. We needed someone to enter into heaven for us. Brethren, praise God that Jesus did just that. 
He entered into heaven with an offering of  His own blood. This is an offering that was surely accepted by God, the only one in fact! God is 
so pleased with Jesus that He has set Him at His right hand. He has placed Him in a position of  great power. It is from this high position 

that Christ is now able to effectively minister in behalf  of  the heirs of  salvation. Jesus said, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if  I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if  I depart, I will send him unto you” (Jn 16:7). I 
want to tell you to “weep not,” brethren! The tomb is empty and the Comforter is here! Jesus is alive! Because He lives we too shall live! 

The Prayer Closet
“pray without ceasing...”

• That God would send forth laborers

• That God would enlarge our capacity to love Him with 
all of  our heart, strength, mind and soul

• That God would do good unto Zion (Ps 51:18)

• That believers would always choose “the better 
part” (Lk 10:42)

• That we would maintain a state of  quietness and peace 
(Prov 17:1)

• That God would deal with us according to His 
lovingkindness and the multitude of  His tender mercies 

(Ps 51:1)

• That God would help us to abide in Jesus and bear fruit 
that remains (Jn 15)
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THE MERCY OF DISCIPLINE
by Brandi Woods

Discipline from the Lord is a great mercy. 
We can see from God’s dealings with 
Israel that He disciplines because of His 
love.  We can see that there is a purpose 

for His discipline and God gives grace to 
men so that they can withstand His 
discipline. And lastly, He blesses those 

who are trained by His discipline. 

Illustrated Through Israel. Consider 

the account of Israel in the wilderness. 
After He brought them out of Egypt, they 
grumbled against the Lord saying it would 
have been better for them to “serve the 

E g y p t i a n s t h a n t o d i e i n t h e 
wilderness” (Exod 14:12). Remarkably, it 
is  after this statement of unbelief that 

Moses declares, “Stand and see the 
salvation of the Lord... the Lord will fight 
for you” (Exod 14:13-14).  God delivered 

the people out of the hand of their 
enemies with a salvation that would be 
heard throughout all the earth.  However, 
He did not let their sin go unpunished;  He 

disciplined them.

God tells the people the purpose for their 
wandering and reminds them of His 

provision. The wilderness was  essentially a 
long period of discipline for the unbelief 
that continued to manifest in them. This 

is what the Spirit says about that time:  
“Remember all the way which the Lord your 
God has led you in the wilderness these forty 
years, that He might humble you, testing you, 

to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep His commandments or not. He 
humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed 

you with manna which you did not know, nor 

did your fathers know, that He might make 
you understand that man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by everything that 
proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. Your 

clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your 
foot swell these forty years. Thus you are to 
know in your heart that the Lord your God 

was disciplining you just as a man disciplines 
his son.” (Deuteronomy 8:2-5)

God Disciplines Those He Loves. 

God destroys those whom He hates but 
He disciplines those whom He loves. 
Israel is precious to God. He heard their 

cries for rescue in Egypt and He sent a 
deliverer. He delivered the people through 
the Red Sea and utterly destroyed their 

enemies. The ones He hated were 
destroyed just as all the wicked will be one 
day. But those He loves, He disciplines. 

When Israel grumbled in unbelief,  God 
did not destroy them completely.  He 
disciplined them. Hebrews 12 also speaks 
on the discipline of the Lord, “do not 

regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 
for those whom the Lord loves  He 

disciplines, and He scourges  every son 
whom He receives” (v5). Discipline is in 
fact a confirmation to us that God loves  us 

and we are His  children. We can also see 
from Hebrews that discipline is not to be 
taken lightly because there is something to 
be learned by it. It is  not merely 

punishment; it is training. 

Purposeful. Deuteronomy speaks of 

God’s purpose in disciplining. For Israel, 
discipline was to humble them, to prove 

them, to know what was in their heart, 
and show them that man doesn’t live by 
bread alone but by the words of the Lord. 
It is  the same for us. Discipline from the 

Lord removes our pride and boasting. It 
reveals  to us  what is in our heart. It 
confirms to us that we need a word from 

the Lord to sustain life.

Hebrews 12 further expounds  on the 
purpose of discipline: “It is for discipline 

that you endure” (v7). Discipline’s  work is 
to cause you to endure. Without it you 
would faint, you would be enticed by the 
things of the world. This is mentioned 

immediately after the striving against sin. 
Discipline trains  you to put off those 
things that offend because you know the 

One with whom you have to do.

Hebrews also goes on to say that He 
disciplines us for our good, so that we may 

share His holiness. “All discipline for the 
moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful;  yet to those who have been 
trained by it, afterwards it yields the 

peaceful fruit of righteousness” (v11). 
Discipline is, in fact, for our good. 
Though it is  sometimes painful and 

sorrowful to endure, God does it so that 
He may share something with us  and give 
something to us: namely, His holiness and 

the fruit of  righteousness. 

Grace to Endure. Part of God loving 
those whom he chastens is the truth that 

He gives grace to endure His  chastening. 
Considering the 40 years  in the 
wilderness. God provided food, kept their 
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clothes from decay and their feet from 
swelling. While the discipline of the Lord is 
often painful, God does  offer abundant 
help to endure it. 

God chastens  men without destroying them 
because He is  merciful. Even more,  God is 
present during time of correction.  God 

disciplined Israel for their idolatry; 

however,  this is  what He says to them 
through Jeremiah: 

“O Jacob My servant, do not fear,” declares the 
Lord,“For I am with you. For I will make a full 

end of all the nations where I have driven you, 
yet I will not make a full end of you; but I will 
correct you properly and by no means leave you 

unpunished.” (Jeremiah 46:28)

Brethren it is good to see that God loves 
those He disciplines, there is  a work being 
accomplished through His discipline and 
that He give grace to endure those times. 

Let discipline train you to live righteously 
before God. And in view of His  mercy, 
entrust yourself  to Him.

In order for man to be established, steadfast 
and unwavering in his walk with the Lord, he 
must have full assurance. Full assurance has 
to do with being certain of your standing 
with God. It is the thing that enables a 
person to be comfortable in the presence of 
God. This full assurance comes with salvation 
in Christ Jesus, but not just salvation. A 
person will have full assurance when they 
KNOW they are saved. Thus, John wrote 
many things so that we may know that we 
have eternal life (1 Jn 5:13). Three times the 
Scripture speaks of having “full assurance.” 
Let us consider them.

The Full Assurance of Hope.
“For God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labor of  love, which ye 
have shewed toward His name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister. And we desire that every one 
of  you do shew the same diligence to 
the full assurance of  hope unto 
the end; that ye be not slothful, but 
followers of  them who through faith 
and patience inherit the 
promises.” (Hebrews 6:10-12)

Hope is convinced of a future inheritance. It 
does not disappoint because God is faithful 
to perform exactly what He has promised. 
Hope is NOT mere ‘wishful thinking.’ Hope is 
an earnest expectation in what is to come. 
The soul that hopes in God will not be 
downcast. It will look toward the future with 

joy and endure present sufferings. Those 
who have the full assurance of hope are 
diligent to be found by Him without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing. They are certain 
that when they see Him they shall be like 
Him, for they shall see Him as He is. “And 
every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as He is pure” (1 Jn 
3:3).

The Full Assurance of Faith.
“Let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of  faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22)

Full assurance is being certain that God will 
give the victory. Approaching God requires 
the full assurance of faith. A person must be 
convinced that God is and is a Rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him. Furthermore, 
a person must be certain that God will 
personally reward them when they find Him. 
No one will approach God without the 
conviction that He is merciful to their 
iniquities and remembers their sin no more. 
Those who know they have offended God will 
stand afar off. Those who know they have 
been forgiven will draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith.

The Full Assurance of Understanding.
“For I would that ye knew what great 
conflict I have for you, and for them at 

Laodicea, and for as many as have not 
sen my face in the flesh; that their 
hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together in love, and unto all riches of  
the full assurance of  
understanding, to the 
acknowledgement of  the mystery of  
God, and of  the Father, and of  
Christ.” (Colossians 2:1-2)

Full assurance is knowing that you are saved 
and that God’s power is toward you. There is 
certain wealth, a sort of spiritual treasury 
associated with understanding who God is 
and what He is doing. This is not 
understanding concerning the things of the 
world but is “spiritual understanding” (Col 
1:9) that pertains to the things of the Spirit. 
Understanding what God is doing in Christ 
Jesus will comfort any soul that is striving to 
enter through the narrow gate. To know that 
God is for you is to know that those who are 
against you are of no real significance. 

Ask the Lord to increase your assurance. 
Seek to know the things that are freely given 
to you by God. And labor to be an able 
minister of the word that your brethren 
throughout all the earth may know the hope 
of their calling, the certainty of their 
justification and the purpose of God and 
Christ in salvation. With the boldness of lions 
march on to Zion.

FULL ASSURANCE
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The Lord God intentionally created man 
to long for, desire, and seek after the One 
who created him. He created men and 
placed them in the best possible time and 

location to seek Him and find Him. “And 
[God] hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of he 

earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation: THAT THEY SHOULD 

SEEK THE LORD, if haply they might 
feel after Him, and FIND HIM, though 
He be not far from every one of us” (Acts 
17:26-27). A vain life is one spent seeking 

after and feeling for “other things” apart 
from God. Men are not 
genuinely satisfied until they 

fi n d t h e C r e a t o r a n d 
Sustainer of life. It is not 
possible for a person to find 

true pleasure apart from the 
right hand of God. “Thou 
wilt shew me the path of life: 
in thy presence is fullness of 

joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore” (Ps 16:11). There is  no other 
reward that we could possibly desire than 

to be at the right hand of God for 
evermore. Behold the goodness of the 
Lord; to give us a desire that only He can 

satisfy and then to fulfill that desire by 
rewarding us with His very own presence 
and intimate fellowship. 

Fellowship with God is only rewarding to 

those who believe on Him and God alone 
is the reward of the faithful. Consider the 
father of the faithful himself, Abraham. 

The first time the word “reward” is 
mentioned in the Bible God was speaking  
to “Abram” before he was cal led 
“Abraham.” Abram had already turned 

from idols  and followed after God, leaving 
his home to a land that God would show 
him. He had already defeated kings  with 

only 318 men. He had already refused the 
riches of this  world seeking only to save the 
lives  of others. Then he receives  the 

promise of being rewarded with God 
Himself. “After these things the word of the 
Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, 
Fear not Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 

exceeding great reward” (Gen 15:1).  

Faith in God creates unity and agreement 
with Him. God’s  greatest work in salvation 
is  to get us to walk in agreement with Him; 
to desire the same thing that He desires. 

The Lord needs to make for us a new heart 
that is united with His.  This work is 
accomplished through faith in Him and 

what He has  revealed through His 
“word” (2 Sam 22:31, Isa 40:8, Lk 4:4, 
Rom 10:17, 1 Th 2:13, Heb 4:12). It is no 

coincidence that God is the reward of 
Abraham, the man who is also justified by 
faith and the father of all them that 
believe. God loves  to reward faith in men. 

There is  nothing more pleasing to God 
than to find faith in men. There is  nothing 
that God will not do for a person that fully 
trusts in Him. Abraham after he had done 

the will of God through faith in Him 
received the promised reward. 

Just Recompense. God is just and will 

reward every man according to his  works. 
Not everyone will receive the same prize. 

And in the Kingdom of God there are no 
consolation prizes,  only a good reward and 
a bad reward. The Rewarder does  not give 
men options of what they will be 

rewarded. He doesn’t need to.  Everyone 
who is believing on Christ has  a 
single desire: to be with Him 

where He is. Just as in the book 
of Acts, “the multitude of them 
that believe are of one heart 

and of one soul” (Acts 4:32). 
Anyone who has experienced 
division or anything other than 
being of “one heart” cannot 

attribute that condition to the 
faith of Christ. Faith in Christ causes 
believers to glorify God with “one mind 

and one mouth” (Rom 15:6). The heart’s 
desire of a person who is believing that 
Jesus Christ is  the Son of God is to be 

rewarded and satisfied with the presence, 
fellowship, and unity of  God. 

The only division that exists  between men 
is  whether or not they are in Christ. They 

are either from the earth or born from 
above. They have either been united with 
Christ or their father is  the devil. There are 

THE DIVINE REWARD
by Erik Olmsted

After these things the word of the 
Lord came unto Abram in a 

vision, saying, “Fear not Abram: 
I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward”
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only two categories  of people,  those who believe God and those who do not believe God. 
The unbelievers  live for themselves now, and they receive temporary “pleasure” and eternal 
destruction. In the end unbelievers will be rewarded with destruction and damnation away 
from the presence of the Lord forever. Those who believe on Christ live for Him, who died 

and rose again.  They suffer from temporary afflictions but will receive eternal pleasure at the 
right hand of God. In the end believers  will be rewarded with the saving of their souls and 
eternal fellowship with their God. In the end everyone will receive the reward that their 

heart desires.  Those who desire God will be rewarded with fellowship with Him, those who 
do not desire God will not be with Him. The question is: what do you desire? To be 
rewarded by God you must deny the reward of this world. You can receive your reward in 

one of  two places, either here or there. Choose the better.

God’s desire must also be considered. If the King of glory does not want you to be with 
Him, you will not be there.  The bottom line is  that God does what He pleases. However, if 
the King desires your presence this  will be most excellent for you. You will notice common 

traits  that are in all those who cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart (Acts 11:23). You will 
respond when God calls them. You will receive the gospel with gladness and avail yourself to 
the “power, Holy Ghost, and assurance” which is imparted through the message of the 

gospel (1 Th 1:5).  The grace of God will transform your desire so it aligns with the desires of 
God. Grace transforms you so that you can be a worker together with God and find pleasure 
in the presence of one another. The Lord has great joy in being with those that are like Him, 

those whom He has redeemed and transformed into the image of His Son. The redeemed 
also find this situation most enjoyable.

Our Shield and Our Reward. There are implications to God describing Himself as a 

shield and a reward. The possession of a shield implies  the presence of both a battle and an 
enemy. The obtaining of a reward implies a work and a victory. If the Lord is your shield, 
He is  on your side when you are fighting the enemy. When the devil is tempting you, the 

Lord is not allowing Him to tempt you more than what you are able bear. He is also 
providing a way of escape, that you may overcome. Thus, we reason, ‘if  God be for us  who 
can be against us?’ In every attack that comes our way, the Lord is  our shield and we are 

more than conquerors through Him that loved us (Rom 8:37). 

The reward is obtained through winning the battle with the shield and sword that God provides. To be rewarded by God is to find rest in 
Him. That blessed rest is  found when the work is done.  After we have fought the good fight of faith and finished the course, then we shall 
obtain our reward. Keep fighting! “Be not slothful, but followers of  them who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Heb 6:12).

The Commonality of Faith. The generation we live in has corrupted the word of God with worldly religious jargon. Topics such as 
“Covenant Theology” and “Dispensationalism” are sayings that men have conjured up to try to explain how God has dealt with men in 

times past and in times yet to come. They are more often discussed than the true word of God. “Truth is fallen in the street” (Isa 59:14) 
just as it is written. The truth is, and always will be, that “He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is  a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek Him” (Heb 11:6). God has always  dealt with men according to their faith. To think anything contrary to that is to 

nullify the offering of Christ, who is the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev  13:8). The aim of God has always been to 
create people for His  glory and God is most glorified when people overcome the world by faith. Consider Enoch and everything that we 
know about this man of God. “Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Gen 5:24). Then it is recorded,  “By faith 
Enoch was translated that he should not see death;  and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his  translation he had 

THE PRAYER CLOSET
Moses  asked of the Lord in 
Psalm 90:12 “So teach us  to 
number our days, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.” Even 
after being delivered from 
bondage, whether it be Egyptian 
chains  or the bondage of sin, 
man needs  to be taught to 
redeem the t ime through 
wisdom. 

Having a heart of wisdom 
involves  numbering our days. It is 
not natural for man to consider 
his  fragility and end. It is  not 
natural for man to consider that 
each breath could be his  last or 
that the Lord could return at any 
moment, so we need God to 
train us  to think this  way. Our 
time on Earth is  in fact short in 
comparison to eternity therefore 
we should make the most of 
every opportunity we are given. 
This mindset towards minute by 
minute productivity and walking 
according to the will of God 
requires  God’s  help. Let us  pray 
that God would teach us  also to 
number our days, that we may 
gain a heart of  wisdom. 
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this  testimony, that he pleased God” (Heb 11:5). The prophets spoke about the glory of being with God (Ps 16:5; 27:4; 84:10; 142:5; Lam 
3:22-26). God has always been looking for those who believe Him, and believers have always been looking for their God. The promise to 
Abraham was  not limited to Abraham or his time. The promise extends to Abraham’s seed, that is, Christ and all those who are in Him - 
who walk by faith.

To be rewarded with fellowship and unity with God is the most blessed reward men could ever think of or imagine. So, how is it that some 
do not see God being their God and we being His  people as  a good reward? The answer is  that they have not tasted and seen that the 
Lord is  good. They do not know God. The relationship between a person’s knowledge of God and their desire to be with Him is both 

direct and exponential. The more you know about God the greater desire you have to be with Him. Even a “small” amount of knowledge 
can produce a great longing. For a person to be saved they must obtain a desire to be with God.  They must find His  presence enjoyable. 
Therefore, they must come to know God.

The Lord is  Good. Here are a few things to know about God, our Reward and Shield. He is  the “God of heaven.” Heaven is  higher 

than earth. In the scripture heaven is seen as  the place of authority. “The heavens  do rule” (Dan 4:26).  God is  the ruler of the place that is 
higher than the earth. Therefore, if God will work who shall reverse it (Isa 43:13 NIV). If God has taken away sin,  who can bring it up 

again? If God has  cleansed and washed you; who can consider you unclean? If God has given you all things pertaining to life and 
godliness, who can take them away from you? If God has given you His Son and with Him shall freely give you all things, who can take 
anything of  real value from you? “What shall we then say to these things? If  God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom 8:31)

God is the “Lord of Hosts.” There are an exceeding great number of angelic personalities invisible to the fleshly eye.  These personalities 
are the “behind the scenes” workers. These personalities  are not weak, either. It is  recorded that one angel slew 185,000 of Sennacherib’s 
soldiers  in one night, by himself (2 Ki 19:35). These hosts of heavenly personalities are sent forth from God as  ministering spirits, as  a 

flame of  fire, to minister to those who shall be heirs of  salvation (Heb 1:14).

A dominating characteristic in the personality of God is His love. His love is not unconditional, but rather it is provisional. Meaning that 
God is compelled by His  love for mankind that He would not leave them in a helpless condition, but work salvation on their behalf. “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Joh 3:16). This  love is  not seen by viewing 
natural creation. A person can only comprehend the love of God in view of the sacrifice of 
Christ, the only begotten Son, the one with whom God is  well pleased.  And even then, God 

must reveal His  own love to us.  “God commendeth His love toward us, in that,  while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). God saved us by displaying and revealing His great 
love towards us through the offering of the “Just for the unjust” (1 Pet 3:18).  It is  only after 

the kindness and love of God appears to you that salvation can be worked. And that “not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us  abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs 

according to the hope of  eternal life” (Tit 3:4-7).

Discerning the sacrifice and exalted life of Christ is crucial to knowing God. When we 
discern the body and blood of Christ, we can see that our sin has been finished (Dan 9:24); 

put far away from us  (Heb 9:26). When we discern His life at the right hand of the Father, we 
can see that God will not withhold anything (Rom 8:32) from those who “kiss  the Son” (Psa 
2:12). Without Christ you have nothing. With Him you have everything. Be patient and wait 

for your Reward in heaven. “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is  with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be” (Rev 22:12).

THE PRAYER CLOSET
“...it is Christ that died, yea rather, that 
is risen again, Who is even at the right 
hand of  God, Who also maketh 
intercession for us” (Rom 8:34)

• That believers would be able to 
see Christ where He is now and 
understand the implications of  
Him occupying that position.

• That in our time of  need we 
would remember and reckon 
upon the exalted Christ.

• That we would boldly fight a 
good fight of  faith knowing that 
Christ Jesus, our Great High 
Priest, is making intercession 
for us, knowing how to succor 
them that are tempted.
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SEEK HIM AND HE WILL LET YOU FIND HIM
by Kayla Olmsted

“As for you my son Solomon, know 
the God of your father, and serve 
Him with a whole heart and a 
willing mind; for the Lord searches 
all hearts, and understands every 
intent of the thoughts. If you seek 
Him, He will let you find Him; but if 
you forsake Him, He will reject you 
forever.” 

(1 Chronicles 28:9, NASB)
These were some of the last recorded words of David before his 
death. He shared them with his son and they prove to be both 
comforting and sobering. 

“The Lord Searches All Hearts.” It is the desire and nature 

of the Lord to bless  men and to reveal Himself. These are things 
that He takes great pleasure in. As I consider the Lord 

“searching,” I am reminded of 2 Chronicles 16:9 which says “the 
eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He 
may strongly support those whose heart is  completely His.” The 

Lord “strongly supports” those who have a desire to know Him. 
What a comforting thought that is. Jesus “[knows] what [is] in a 
man” (Jn 2:25) and is  therefore able to entrust Himself only to 
those whose heart is completely His. 

He  “Understands Every Intent of the Thoughts.” 
Nothing is hidden from the eyes of the Lord. There is no place 

where men can hide themselves or their deeds from God. Jesus 
said “there is  nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and 
hidden that will not be known. Accordingly, whatever you have 

said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have 
whispered in the inner rooms  will be proclaimed upon the 
housetops” (Lk 12:2-3). Men may try to cover things up now and 
may even think that they are getting away with it. Make no 

mistake about it the Lord sees and knows these things and they 

will eventually be revealed. The things that God knows of a man 
go much deeper than external things. He sees things that can’t be 
seen with the eye. The text says  that God “understands every 
intent of the thoughts.” This makes it of utmost importance to 

take “every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor 
10:5).

“If You Seek Him, He Will Let You Find Him.” From an 

earthly view all who desire to know the Lord must seek Him. 
From heaven’s perspective men are the ones who are sought out. 

The text says “If you seek Him, He will let you find Him.” I can’t 
help but imagine playing a game of hide and seek. Only in this 
game the One hiding doesn’t find the most concealed spot 
possible and stay hidden at whatever cost.  The One hiding 

actually comes out in the open and lets the one who is doing the 
seeking find Him. Who then can actually boast here? No man 
can glory in the fact that he found the Lord because it is the Lord 

who allows man to come and find Him. The only reason that 
man has found out anything about the Lord is  because the Lord 
has let him find it out. He has made Himself known. He has 

revealed Himself. This is the manner of  God. 

“‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have 
not entered into the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those 
who love Him.’ For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 

Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God...Even so the thoughts 
of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit who is from God, so that we 

may know the things freely given to us by God.” (1 Corinthians 
2:9-12)

“If You Forsake Him, He will Reject You Forever.” 

Seeing then, brethren, that the Lord is looking to bless you and 
desiring to entrust Himself to you, do not be moved. Do not 
forsake Him. Remain steadfast in the work of the Lord. Continue 

to seek Him with all of your heart.  God will let you find Him and 
will surely reward you for it.
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“But this shall be the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel; after 
those days,” saith the Lord, “I will 
put My law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My 
people.”            

 (Jeremiah 31:33, KJV)

Introduction
God has found fault, not with His  Law, but with the people, thus  

revealing the cause for and necessity of a New Covenant. The 
situation is that God has fixed a day in which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by Christ (Acts 17:31). This day is a sure 

thing and all men will stand before the judgment seat of Christ (2 
Cor 5:10). Anyone living according to the lusts  of the flesh, 
anyone under the power of the prince of this world and anyone 
enslaved to sin and dead toward God will not be able to stand on 

that day. The people must be changed, they must be converted, 
yea, they must be born again. The New Covenant is a covenant of 
change: inward change.

Here we see that, the New Covenant is “a better covenant” 
because it has been enacted upon better promises (Heb 8:6).  A 
covenant that fails to produce better could not really be called 

better, just as  a salvation that keeps  the people enslaved to that 
which is destroying is not really salvation at all. But alas,  this 
covenant is better. 

While much of today’s preaching will leave you thinking that 

Christians are simply sinners who have accepted a free gift but are 
really no different than the world, nothing could be further than 
the truth. For while they once were dead, they are now alive. 

While they once were alienated from God, they have now been 
reconciled. While they once dwelt in the domain of darkness, they 
have now been translated into His marvelous  light. In Christ, we 

have been given all things that pertain to life and godliness. In 
Christ, we have been given all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places. In Christ, we have become partakers of the divine nature. 
In Christ,  we have become heirs  of God and joint-heirs with 

Christ. In Christ,  we have been made able ministers  of a New 
Covenant. These realities are all experienced in the New 
Covenant because the New Covenant is a better covenant that 

produces better people.

The Old Covenant was like a bit and bridle given to govern 
disobedient and obstinate people, as  it is written, “law is  not made 

for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient” (1 Tim 
1:9). While it produced a people who honored God with their lips 
and ordinances, their heart remained far from Him. The New 
Covenant operates  on a different principle.  It does not aim to 

govern the unrighteous, it seeks  to make them righteous.  No 
amount of outward influences  could bring about the proper 
response in man. The problem was inward. The New Covenant is 

a better covenant and this is the covenant: an inward change. 

A Change of Mind and a Change of Heart
“I will put My Law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts”

The Mind. Hebrews 8:10 says, “I will put My laws into their 

mind.” The reference here to the mind has to do with the thought 
processes: what a person thinks about and considers.  God is said 
to be “mindful” of man indicating that He considers  him and 

thinks  about him (Ps 8:4). Man is  in God’s thoughts  and the 
opposite should also be true for, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee” (Isa 26:3). The person who 
constantly thinks  of God and considers Him will have peace that 

is beyond comprehension. God is on their mind. 

If something does not enter the mind of a person, he will not be 
thinking about it or considering it. This is the blight of the wicked 

who “through the pride of countenance will not seek after God,” 
because “God is not in all his  thoughts” (Ps 10:4).  The reason 
people do not seek God is because they do not think about Him. 

AN INWARD COVENANT
by Pat Woods
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But those who do seek Him do so because they think about Him 
constantly. They even wage war, seeking to take every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5). They fight to keep 
God in their mind and the things of this  world out.  They set their 

minds on things above, not on the things of the earth. And this is 
quite a battle. Victory will be theirs in the new heavens and new 
earth where finally the “former things” will not “come into 

mind” (Isa 65:17) at all.

Agreement. The New Covenant promises that God will put His 

law into the minds of the people. That is, they will be inclined to 
think about His laws. They will considers  His ways in all that they 
do. Isaiah 55:8 which reads, “My thoughts  are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord” will no longer be 

true of them. God’s  thoughts  will be their thoughts and God’s 
ways will be their ways because He will put His laws into their 
minds. His law will no longer be a burden to them, nor will it 

chafe against them. When God says, “Thou shalt not kill” they 
will say, “Amen, thou shalt not kill.”  They say, “I joyfully concur 
with the law of God in the inner man” (Rom 7:22, NASB). When 

the Holy Spirit says  to them, “Let this  mind be in you...” they can 
readily receive whatever follows. Their thoughts  agree with God’s 
thoughts because He put His laws in their minds. 

*There is  far too much being said in the churches that directly 

conflicts with the word of God. It is not even uncommon to hear 
“Christian” people say things that are the very opposite of what 
God has said. How can this be? Either these people have not had 

God’s laws put into their minds, or they have defaulted to their 
fleshly mind instead. Either way it is  out of order.  Those in the 
New Covenant have no disagreement with the word of God, the 

laws of God, or the ways  of God. They are in one accord with the 
Lord, for they have been given a new mind, even “the mind of 
Christ” (1 Cor 2:16).

The Heart - The Real You. The second place that God has 

placed His  laws is  in their hearts. He has written them upon their 
hearts. The heart is the innermost part of a person; who a person 

really is. If a person can incline his heart toward God (Josh 24:23) 
and let it be perfect with Him (1 Ki 8:58), he will walk in 
communion with the Lord. But if his heart is  far from the Lord, 

no amount of commandments or ordinances or routines will be 
able to change it. Such was the case with Israel of  old. 

Wherefore the Lord said, “Forasmuch as this people draw near Me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have 

removed their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught 
by the precept of  men” (Isaiah 29:13)

The heart cannot be changed or governed by laws and precepts. 
Worldly wisdom, strategies, and programs will avail nothing when 

the heart is  bad. Those things may produce a people who “go to 
church,” sing songs and perform benevolent deeds  but they will 
not change the heart of the people. If the Lord doesn’t do a 

marvelous work in the heart of men, men will only be left with 
religious activities that will keep them busy but also keep them at a 
distance from God Himself. “A froward heart shall depart from 

Me: I  will not know a wicked person,” saith the Lord (Ps 101:4). 
In the end, people will do what is in their heart to do. Sin’s 
exceeding sinfulness is  seen in that it corrupts even down to the 
heart of man and it must be dealt with there.  Thus the prophet 

said, “Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God; for He is  gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness” (Joel 2:13). The New Covenant addresses 

the heart of  man.

Love, Affection, Desire. When speaking of the heart we are 

speaking of love, affection and desire. The heart is filled with what 
a person cares for and longs for thus, Paul could write to believers 
and say,  “I have you in my heart” (Php 1:7). The heart also 
contains the desire of a person, including their will and purpose. 

Barnabas  exhorted the church to “cleave to the Lord” and that 
“with purpose of heart” (Acts 11:23), that is, with their innermost 
being. 

The heart is  the main thing. On the judgment day the thoughts 
and intentions  of the heart will be on trial. It is required of men 
to have a good heart. And while sin works to destroy that prospect, 

salvation makes full provision for its possibility. The New 
Covenant promises that God will write His  laws upon the hearts of 
the people. This means that the people in the New Covenant will 
love God and love His laws. They will have their desires  and 

affections  set Godward. From their innermost being they will long 
for the Lord their God. Why? Because in the New Covenant, they 
are changed from within.  It is then that God’s greatest 

commandment can be obeyed. That “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind” (Mt 22:37). 

In the New Covenant the people delight themselves in the Lord 
and as promised, He gives  them the desires  of their hearts (Ps 
37:4). The primary desire given to them is the desire for God 
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Himself. The people in the New Covenant are never commanded 
to love God and they do not need to be. You will not find an 
apostle tell the churches, “You should love God.” This is never an 
issue because in the New Covenant the people are changed from 

within and from their innermost being they DO love God. It is 
built into the new birth. Where people need to be commanded to 
love God and love His laws, they ought to be commanded to 

“repent ye therefore, and be converted” (Acts 3:19).

The Holy Spirit and the New Covenant
The New Covenant is a covenant of change, a covenant of 
newness.  In it God changes the people and leads them from 
within. It is as if He stood upon the mountain top of eternity and 

said, “It is  not enough for Me to just tell them what to do. I must 
get inside of them and lead them in the way they should go. If 
they are going to be like Me, I must make them like Me.” As 

promised through Ezekiel, the prophet:
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I  put within 
you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I 
will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within 

you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them. (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Made New. “Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, 

behold,  he wrought a work on the wheels,” said Jeremiah. “And 
the vessel that he made of clay was  marred in the hand of the 

potter; so he made it again another vessel,  as seemed good to the 
potter to make it” (Jer 18:3-4).  This is  a picture of salvation. We 
had been marred by sin and were not fit for the Potter’s  use. 
Reformation and restoration would not work, we had to be made 

new, as seemed good to the Potter. And “if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature; old things are passed away,  behold, all things 
are become new” (2 Cor 5:17).  When a person is born again they 

have gone down to the Potter’s house. God forbid that they should 
come back the same.

This new creation is not simply a “do-over.” We do not just get a 

second chance at being righteous before God. A second chance 
would only amount to a second fall. When we are made new we 
are made better. Our new man “after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (Eph 4:24). This new man has  a 

new mind and a new heart. Unlike the old wineskins which would 
burst with the new wine (Mk 2:22) of the Holy Spirit, this heart is 
a “heart of flesh” (Ezek 36:26) that can be enlarged that we may 

run the way of  His commandments (Ps 119:32).

Partakers of the Divine Nature. In Christ we have tasted of 

the heavenly gift and been made partakers of the Holy Spirit (Heb 
6:4), even the divine nature (2 Pet 1:4). One of the main 

differences between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant is 
the presence of the Holy Spirit.  In the New Covenant God and 
His  Son make their abode in the people (Jn 14:23) and cause them 

to walk in His statutes. Prior to the ascension of Christ the Holy 
Spirit was with them but now He is in them (Jn 14:17). And where 
the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, righteousness,  holiness, 

life, understanding and a whole host of other things which can be 
summarized in these few words:  “Christ in you; the hope of 
glory” (Col 1:27). 

Inner Warfare. God is at work in you, both to will and do of 

His  good pleasure (Php 2:13). He is “working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in His sight” (Heb 13:21). Walking in paths of 

righteousness, however, is not an automatic thing. Redeemed man 
still has a very formidable foe living within the camp. He is known 
as  the flesh or the old man. Those who have been born again are 

somewhat like Rachel who had “two manner of people” within 
her (Gen 25:23). Victory comes when “the elder shall serve the 
younger.” In other words, when the new man is preferred above 
the old man. 

Every believer has a part of them that does nothing good - the 
flesh (Rom 7:18), and a part of them that does nothing but good - 
the spirit. This creates a war that will be waged as long as the 

believer is in his earthly tabernacle. They have a part within them 
that cannot sin (1 Jn 3:9) and a part within them that can only sin. 
They have a part in them that cries out to God and a part within 

them that runs  away from God. Consider how the apostle felt 
about this daily struggle. “I find then a law,” he said, “that, when I 
would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man; but I see another law in my members, 

warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members” (Rom 
7:21-23).

Every day the soul of the believer must contend with these two 
“manner of people” governed by different laws. It is a struggle 
and a war. While they have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them they 

find that the house in which He dwells  is inadequate. It is a vile 
body” (Php 3:21) and a “body of sin” (Rom 6:6). Yet, God has put 
His “treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Cor 4:7). 
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Inwardly we desire to do good but our flesh is  opposed to the 
doing of good.  We find that of our own accord we are not free to 
do what we desire without a fight. We also recognize our need for 
salvation as we look forward to a time when we will no longer be 

tempted after our own lusts of the flesh and we will no longer 
have to contend with this old man. “O wretched man that I am!” 
we cry, “Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom 

7:24). While there are many days when we cry out like this,  we 
must not despair.  For there is coming a day when this  robe of flesh 
we shall drop and rise to seize the everlasting prize. Therefore, “I 

thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 7:25) and until 
that day we will walk in righteousness by walking “not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom 8:4). For if we “walk in the 
Spirit...ye shall not fulfill the lust of  the flesh” (Gal 5:16).

Fulfilling God’s Eternal Purpose
“I will be their God, and they shall be My people”

God has  always desired to have a people for His own possession 
who would be sons and daughter to Him and He, a Father to 
them. In the garden He walked with Adam in the cool of the day. 

Through Abraham He started a nation. In Egypt He heard their 
cry and delivered them. Upon giving them His law He declared “I 
will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be My 

people” (Lev  26:12). But sin separated them from their God and 
this intimate fellowship was severed. 

For He said, “Surely they are My people, children that will not 

lie”; so He was their Savior. In all their affliction He was afflicted, 
and the angel of His presence saved them; in His love and in His 
pity He redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them all the 
days of old. But they rebelled, and vexed His Holy Spirit; therefore 

He was turned to be their enemy, and He fought against them. 
(Isaiah 63:8-10) 

But now the promise has gone out again through Jeremiah and is 

fulfilled in the New Covenant.  The people will, in fact,  be God’s 
people and He will, in fact, be their God. For He will make them 
new, yea, He will make them like Himself.

I will give them one heart, and I will put a new Spirit within you; 
and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them 
an heart of flesh: that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine 
ordinances, and do them, and they shall be My people, and I will be 

their God. (Ezekiel 11:19-20)

Likeness. What God is really speaking of in being our God and 

we His people is likeness. He does not spend much time among 

those who are not like Him and those who are not like Him are 
not allowed to stay with Him. His  purpose doesn’t just involve 
redeeming man but also making them into the likeness  of His 
Son, in whom He is well pleased.

For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them 

He also called; and whom He called, them He also justified; and 
whom He justified, them He also glorified. (Romans 8:29-30).

This does not happen immediately upon being born again but is a 

process. It is God who is at work within the believer both to will 
and do of His  good pleasure (Php 2:13). And as He does  this the 
believer becomes more and more like Jesus. This is the nature of 
the New Covenant - a covenant of inward change. The people are 

progressively changing from one stage of glory to another; and 
this by the Holy Spirit of  God. 

This change is in direct proportion to man beholding the glory of 

the Lord. Just as Moses was changed when He saw the hind parts 
of God and His  face shone like the sun, so when we behold the 
glory of the Lord we are transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor 3:18). Yet, even 
now we see in a glass dimly and look forward to a time when we 
will see Him face to face. For when we see Him in all His glory we 
too, will be glorified together with Christ.  Just as it is written, 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we will be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2). Until then, 

those who have this hope diligently purify themselves just as  He is 
pure (1 Jn 3:3).

Those in the New Covenant are like Jesus because they have had a 

similar birth as  His. Certainly not a virgin birth,  but they are born 
from above.  They are those “which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,  but of God” (Jn 
1:13). They are sons of  God and a true son is like the father.

Until the Final Change. In the New Covenant we are changed, 
but not all of us  - the flesh does not change; it will always be flesh 

(Jn 3:6). But God has provided for us in this.  He has given us His 
Holy Spirit who causes us to look forward to our final change 
when we will receive a body “like unto His  glorious body” (Php 

3:21). This “Spirit of adoption” enables us  to faithfully and 
patiently wait until our final change:  the redemption of our 
bodies.
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For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 

the children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with Him, that we 
may be also glorified together. (Romans 8:14-17)

The Spirit of God, which He has made to dwell within us, bears 
witness to us confirming our sonship and adoption by God (Rom 
8:16). It is  the Spirit that produces this inward yearning to be with 

God and forever dwell in the courts  of the Lord.  We have tasted 
of the homeland and will be thoroughly dissatisfied until we 
finally make our abode there. We know that we are not from here 
but are only strangers and foreigners on the earth. Heaven is  our 

home and O, how we long for it.  We have “the firstfruits  of the 
Spirit” and “even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 

the adoption,  to wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom 8:23). 

But we do not despair. We have received the Spirit as a guarantee 
of our future inheritance. The Spirit is a down payment and we 

know that the fulness awaits us in glory. And by faith and patience 
we hope to inherit the promises. 

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, 
yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 

seen are temporary; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 
Corinthians 4:16-18)

Indeed we will groan until we receive our habitation from heaven. 

But full provision has been made that we may make it there safely 
to be clothed with our house which is in heaven. Therefore, wait, 
watch and pray - mortality will soon be swallowed up of life (2 
Cor 5:4). The New Covenant is a covenant of  change. 

Every day the soul of the believer must contend with these two 
“manner of people” governed by different laws. It is a struggle 
and a war. While they have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them they 

find that the house in which He dwells  is inadequate. It is a vile 
body” (Php 3:21) and a “body of sin” (Rom 6:6). Yet, God has put 
His “treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Cor 4:7). 

Inwardly we desire to do good but our flesh is  opposed to the 
doing of good.  We find that of our own accord we are not free to 
do what we desire without a fight. We also recognize our need for 
salvation as we look forward to a time when we will no longer be 

tempted after our own lusts of the flesh and we will no longer 
have to contend with this old man. “O wretched man that I am!” 
we cry, “Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom 
7:24). While there are many days when we cry out like this,  we 

must not despair.  For there is coming a day when this  robe of flesh 
we shall drop and rise to seize the everlasting prize. Therefore, “I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 7:25) and until 

that day we will walk in righteousness by walking “not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom 8:4). For if we “walk in the 
Spirit...ye shall not fulfill the lust of  the flesh” (Gal 5:16).

THE VIEW OF ETERNITY
“For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as 

yesterday when it is past...” (Ps 90:4)
     
     God is “the Everlasting God” (Gen 21:33). Of Jesus it is written, His 
“goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Mic 5:2). The 
Holy Spirit is called “the Eternal Spirit” (Heb 9:14). The entire Godhead 
was present before the foundations of the earth were laid and will be 
present when the earth is passed away. They are eternal. 
     Furthermore, everything associated with God is eternal. Everything 
God does and gives in Christ, is eternal in nature. The blessings 
bestowed on those in Christ do not perish with the natural order. 
Eternal life, spiritual blessings, grace, peace, and all things pertaining 
to life and godliness endure forever. 
     God dwells in eternity, not time. Therefore, God’s view is the view of 
eternity. God’s perception does not change as a result of the passing of 
time. If God remembers something - such as a covenant He made - it is 
as though it happened yesterday. And if God remembers something 
“no more” - such as your sin - it is as though it never happened. Men 
do well to strive to have this view as well. It is an eternal view, a 
heavenly view; this is the view of faith. 
     “One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day” (2 Pet 3:8). Though men speak about what 
happened “2,000 years ago” - which is an earthly view; a low view - 
God simply speaks about what happened. The passing of time does not 
minimize the significance of Christ’s work. Thus, in heaven the Lamb is 
portrayed as having been freshly slain (Rev 5:6) and that “from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8). The putting away of sin is a fresh 
consideration. Though 2,000 years ago from earth’s view, it is “as 
yesterday” from God’s perspective. May God give us grace to have this 
same view of the cross. May the day of our salvation be “as yesterday” 
in our mind’s. Lord, help us see things from Your perspective.
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CONSIDERING THE GRACE OF GOD
by Kayla Olmsted

When considering words that God uses we cannot go to the 
world definitions. God has made foolish the wisdom of  this world 
(1 Cor 1:20) so we must come up higher than man’s philosophy to 
get a grasp on spiritual realities. We must go to the word of  God 

and see what God himself  has said. In view of  this I want to 
suggest that in Christ grace is more than just “unmerited 
favor” (although those who have received the grace of  God have 

certainly been favored by Him). But grace is bigger still.

Grace is Given to Man. The grace of  God is not something 

that any man can go out and buy for himself. Grace has to come 
to man and it has to be given to him. James 4:6 says “But He 
giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble.” In 1 Corinthians 1:4 Paul says 

“I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of  God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ.” 

Grace Comes to Man by Jesus Christ. There is only one 

Man through whom we have access to the grace of  God.  John 
1:17 says that “grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” and  Jesus 

brought us grace and ministers it to us. When Christ came into 
the world the grace of  God really opened up to man. God has 
always been the “God of  all grace” (1 Pet 5:10) and the Word has 
always been “full of  grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). But when the 

grace of  God “appeared to all men” it brought salvation (Tit 
2:11). That is, when Jesus came, being full of  grace, He brought 
salvation with Him. Scripture tells us that we are “saved by 

grace” (Eph 2:8) and “justified by His grace” (Tit 3:7). The “day 
of  salvation” is a day of  grace.

Grace is a Helper. The apostle exhorts us: “Let us therefore 

come boldly unto the throne of  grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of  need” (Heb 4:16). Grace is able 
to give aid and help to those who have need of  it. I am not 

talking about help with just anything. This help is God-ward and 
is in line with God’s will and purpose. The throne of  grace is a 
reservoir of  divine help to enable men to overcome.

Grace Teaches. “For the grace of  God that bringeth salvation 

hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 

this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of  the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit 
2:11-13). Grace teaches men to turn their eyes from the world 

and to look to eternity. It teaches them to rely on God and not on 
self. It helps the people of  God to approve that which is excellent. 
The grace of  God is effective and helps the believer put off  the 

old and put on the new. God is purifying “unto himself  a peculiar 
people, zealous of  good works” (Tit 2:14). Grace is certainly 
involved in this!

Grace is Given for a Purpose. “By whom (Jesus) we have 

received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among 
all nations, for his name” (Rom 1:5). I want to highlight the “for 

His name!” Everything that God does is primarily to bring glory 
to Himself. Salvation, from start to finish, is of  the Lord. On the 
day when we stand before His throne it will be all because of  

what He has done that we are not cast out of  His sight. I praise 
God for the grace that He has brought to us and for the 
effectiveness of  it. May the Lord help us see more clearly and 
realize more fully the divine resources that have been made 

available to us in Christ Jesus and may we be strong in grace this 
day.

“Wherefore we receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be 
moved, let us have grace, 

whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and 

godly fear; for our God is a 
consuming fire” (Heb 12:28-29).
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THE MIDNIGHT CRY
by Pat Woods

"And at midnight 
there was a cry 
made, 'Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet 
Him'" (Mt 25:6).

The certainty of the great and glorious  day 
of the Lord is  a sobering consideration. 
There are "secret things" associated with 
that day as  well as "things revealed" (Deut 

29:29). The secret things include the day 
and the hour wherein the Son of Man 
cometh. For "of that day and hour 

knoweth no man, no, not the angels  of 
heaven, but My Father only" (Mt 24:36). 
That being the case, the things  revealed are 

of great interest to us. Let us consider those 
things for it is the business  of every man to 
be prepared to meet their God (Amos 4:12) 
on that day.

The Parable of  the Ten Virgins. 

In teaching His  disciples about His  return 

Jesus spoke to them a parable about ten 
virgins awaiting a bridegroom (Mt 
25:1-13). Five of the virgins were wise by 

bringing extra oil for their lamps.  Five of 
the virgins  were foolish taking their lamps 
but taking no oil with them. The 
bridegroom postponed his  coming until 

midnight and the foolish virgins ran out of 
oil. Then, suddenly, they heard a cry, 

"behold,  the bridegroom cometh." Finding 
themselves  wanting, they went to buy more 
oil but "the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him to the 

marriage and the door was  shut" (Mt 
25:10). Those foolish virgins found 
themselves  on the outside of the marriage 

supper. It was too late. No entrance would 
be granted them. They would spend the 
rest of their time away from his presence, 

no doubt regretting their foolish decision 
making.

Jesus is that Bridegroom and men are those 
virgins. We know that the Bridegroom is 

coming and we must be ready for Him. 
Salvation provides us  with all the necessary 
supplies to be ready. It is  incumbent upon 

believers to live by faith and patience until 
His  return and that which is committed 
unto them. His  coming will be as "a thief 

in the night" (1 Th 5:2;  2 Pet 3:10) and we, 
therefore, must always be prepared. For if 
we are not ready on that last day nothing 
else really matters.

There Will be a "Cry." When the Lord 
Jesus returns there will not be, as  some 

suppose, a "secret rapture" where many are 
mysteriously missing leaving everyone else 

confused. That teaching is  simply 
theological fiction produced to sell books. 
The Scripture declares that all of creation 
will be in audience when "the Lord 

Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God" (1 Th 4:16). No 

one will miss  this event. "Every eye shall 
see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him" (Rev  1:7). The Bridegroom will not 

come without a great announcement. He 
will come with a cry, even a shout!

Have Your Lamp Trimmed. Everyone 

will give an account to the Lord for the 
deeds done in the body (2 Cor 5:10). Make 
it your aim to give a good account. All 

those who are prepared to meet Him are 
hastening that day. The "glorious 
appearing of the great God and [their] 

Savior Jesus Christ" is their "blessed 
hope" (Tit 2:13). They long to hear that 
"last trump"(1 Cor 15:52) when "the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 

and the elements  shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up" (2 Pet 3:10). 

They rejoice in this  because they 
themselves  will rise above this inferno 
being "caught up together" with all those 

“A Word Fitly Spoken”
The Scripture says, “a word fitly spoken is  like apples  of gold in settings of 

silver” (Prov  25:11). “The Midnight Cry” and other articles can be found at the 
following website: www.fittingwords.blogspot.com

Your comments are welcomed. Feel free to share what the Lord has given you.
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who are asleep in Jesus. There they will 
"meet the Lord in the air" (1 Th 4:17). 
This is  the hope that stabilizes  the soul. 
And everyone who has this hope in 

themselves  purifies himself even as He is 
pure (1 Jn 3:3). In that day everything that 
the saints of God have longed for and 

waited for will be theirs. Namely, their 
inheritance as it is  written, "so shall we ever 
be with the Lord" (1 Th 4:17).

The Peril of Being Unprepared. 

Those who are not prepared, who have ran 
out of oil, will weep in that day. The day of 

the Lord is  a day of reckoning where the 
scales of justice will be balanced. It is a day 
when God will repay every man according 

to their works, labor and faith. Those who 
are storing up wrath for themselves now 
(Rom 2:5) will taste of  it then.

Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you, 
and to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 

with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power. (2 Thessalonians 

1:6-9)

It will not end well for anyone who is 
surprised when He comes. All of this life is 
preparatory for eternity. Anyone who 

neglected salvation; anyone who despised 
Christ; anyone who caused harm to His 
saints; anyone who did not obey the gospel 

but considered it foolishness will find 
themselves  as the fools in that day. They 
will find that the Lord will not allow men 

to forsake His  Son and get away with it. 
They will seek the mercy of death but will 
not find it.

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island 
were moved out of their places. And the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 

and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 

mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, 
"Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of 

the Lamb;" for the great day of His wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to stand? 
(Revelation 6:14-17)

The Lord is Patient. Those who are 

unprepared now can, and must, consider 
every day that the Lord tarries His coming 

as  a day of salvation.  Each day is another 
day to repent. If they examine themselves 
and find that they will not be "found of 

Him in peace, without spot, and blameless" 
then they can "account that the 
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation" (2 
Pet 3:14-15) knowing that He is "not 

willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance" (2 Pet 3:9).

Now is the day to repent and escape the 

wrath to come. Make the most of the 
opportunity. Separate yourself from this 
perverse generation. Seek the Lord in a 

time when He may be found. The day of 
the Lord is coming. The bridegroom is 
coming. When you hear that midnight cry 
let it be for you a time of rejoicing. Let it 

be said by you in that day,  "Lo, this is our 
God; we have waited for Him, and He will 
save us; this  is the Lord; we have waited for 

Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation" (Isa 25:9). Be dressed in 
readiness, brethren.  "Watch therefore,  for 

ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of Man cometh" (Mt 
25:13).

THE MIDNIGHT CRY
Written by Chuck Day and Greg Day

1986

I hear the sound
of a mighty rushing wind

and it’s closer now
than it’s ever been

I can almost hear the trumpet
as Gabriel sounds the call

at the midnight cry 
we’ll be going home

When Jesus steps out
on a cloud to call His children
the dead in Christ shall rise

to meet Him in the air
and then those that remain

will be quickly changed
at the midnight cry

when Jesus comes again

I look around me
I see prophecies fulfilled
and signs of the times

they’re appearing everywhere
I can almost hear the Father

as He says 
“Son go get Your children”

And at the midnight cry
the bride of Christ shall rise

When Jesus steps out
on a cloud to call His children
the dead in Christ shall rise

to meet Him in the air
and then those that remain

will be quickly changed
at the midnight cry

when Jesus comes again
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THE INCREASE OF GOD
by Pat Woods

God is the source of all growth in the kingdom. Man may plant 
and man may water, and this  is a noble work, but ultimately it is 
God that giveth the increase (1 Cor 3:7). The waterer and the 
planter are really nothing apart from God. They are simply 

ministers  through whom God is delivering His  message and 
through whom men are believing. To be sure, they will be 
rewarded for their labor (1 Cor 3:8) but it must be seen that God 

is the source of  any and all growth.

Many, if not all, have partaken 
of a mountain top experience 

when gathered together with a 
large group of believers. This 
usual ly takes place at a 
“revival” event. These events 

are a sort of “high day” for the 
peop le o f God and the 
brethren do well to take full 

advantage of such times. But 
let us not be confused about 
why such meetings are so profitable.  Growth does not come from 

simply being among many people. It does not come from 
exceptional music or charismatic preaching. No one advances in 
the kingdom simply because they rub elbows  with faithful saints. 
All growth in the kingdom of God comes from God through 

Christ. Revival meetings are affective and sustaining only where 
God is present and the people are “holding the Head,” namely, 
abiding in Christ Jesus Himself.

The Necessity of Assembling with Saints. Someone has 
pointed out that the best way to cool a burning ember is  to 

separate it from the others. And so it is with believers. The 
believer who forsakes his  own assembling together with other 
believers (Heb 10:25) will soon find that his resources have 
diminished while his warfare has increased. This is  not to say that 

God is unable to sustain the individual, God forbid,  but that being 
alone is not the ideal circumstance. God sustained Daniel in the 
den of lions; He heard Jonah’s  cry from the belly of the great fish; 

He kept Lot from temptation in Sodom and Gomorrah; and 
David and even our Lord Jesus experienced great grace, insight 
and strength while communing alone with the Father. So, God is 
able to sustain and feed a lone sheep but I think all would confess 

that it is better to be with the flock.

The Necessity of Saints  Properly Working. Not every 

gathering is profitable. Most believers know this  by experience. It 
is  far too common in our day 
for believers to gather with 

those who name the name of 
Christ and leave that gathering 
confused and downcast. This  is 
because in most churches the 

large majority of the believers 
are not functioning at all. In 
most assemblies (not ALL, 

praise God!) there are a few 
people ministering while the 
rest are spectating, at best.  I am 

not suggesting that every person needs to have a public speaking 
part in every assembly but that every member IS engaged, active, 
and laboring to build up the brethren. 

In his  epistle to the saints in Ephesus Paul spoke of “the effectual 

working in the measure of every part” (Eph 4:16) of the body.  Not 
every part of the body has the same function but every part is 
expected to effectual work according to it’s  purpose or measure. 

Likewise, he wrote to Corinth, saying,

For the body is not one member, but many...If the whole body were an 
eye where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the 

smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them in the 
body, as it hath pleased Him. (1 Corinthians 12:14,17-18)

God has created our bodies in such a way so as  to teach us  about 
how each one ought to conduct himself in the household of God 

(1 Tim 3:15). We are members  one of another (Rom 12:5; Eph 
4:25). A member that is  not functioning properly according to the 

“...the Head, from which all the 
body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, and 
knit together, increaseth with 

the increase of God.”

(Colossians 2:19)
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measure of grace given him can be a 
hindrance to the whole body.  The rest of 
the body is required to care for the lacking 
part, which they will readily do. But, it 

should be the aim of every member to be 
a help to the body, not a hindrance. 

The best way for the members to minister 

to the rest of the body is  to hold fast to the 
Head, live by faith and testify to what he 
has seen and heard - speaking the truth in 

love (Eph 4:15). This  is referred to by the 
apostle as  the comfort that comes through 
mutual faith (Rom 1:12). 

The steadfastness  and faith of one 

member will strengthen the other 
members. Faithfulness has a provoking 
capacity. For example, Anna was a benefit 

to the people of God by praying 
continually in the temple (Lk 2:36-37). 
Who would not be encouraged by seeing 

her devotion every day? Ministering to the 
brethren is actually done indirectly. That 
is  to say, we best minister to the brethren 
by living unto God. As the apostle John 

has said, “By this  we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep His commandments” (1 Jn 5:2). 

The best way to love the brethren is to 
love God. This is a work for all the 
members of  the body to engage in.

Brethren are  Knit Together. As each 

member sets  out to minister one to 
another, those members are knit together.  

The joining together of members  in a 
body is called a “joint” and a “band.” It is 
in this joining together, one member unto 

another, that the unity of the Spirit is 
preserved in the bond of peace (Eph 4:3). 
Where one member helps another, both 

are individually strengthened and joined 
together. This fellowship among the 
members of the body;  the bearing of one 

another’s burdens and thus fulfilling the law 
of Christ (Gal 6:2), will have a bonding 
affect in the body. It is then and there that 
God will minister nourishment to the whole 

body. 

Nourishment is  Ministered by Joints 

and Bands. Where the members come 
together and effectually work together, 

nourishment will be ministered from the 
Head, even Christ. Those joints  and bands 
are the vessels through which Christ will 
supply the people with strength.  “The 

whole body” is  “fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every part” and 
“maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of  itself  in love” (Eph 4:16). 

What each individual member brings is 
enhanced by that member joining with 
other members. What one member in the 
assembly proclaims of what he has seen and 

heard is enhanced by the other members 
adding what they have seen and heard. 
Each member brings what they have; 

whether it be “a psalm...a doctrine...a 
tongue...a revelation...an interpretation.” 
And all of these things are gathered 

together and enhanced in the fellowship of 
the saints unto the edifying of all (1 Cor 
14:26). It is like the brethren are bringing 
their materials  to the assembly and then the 

entire group uses those materials and the 
materials  of others  to build a more 
complete structure. And, of course,  “the 

builder of all things is God” (Heb 3:4). In 
other words,  God is building His house by 
Jesus Christ in the assembly of  the saints.

And so, in a beneficial assembly of the 
saints, God is  free to work through the 
various  members of the body.  This  is why, 
in my estimation, many churches are so 

greatly hindered at times - only a few of 
the members are permitted to speak while 
the rest (who are willing) are limited to 
opportunities of cleaning, cooking, and 

greeting. The tradition of “one person 
speaking and everyone else listens and then 
we all leave” is not only unwise, it is 

ineffective. More joints supplying will mean 
more nourishment ministered.

More Participation! Paul exhorted the 

Corinthian church to “Let the prophets 
speak two or three” (1 Cor 14:29). One can 
hardly imagine two or three preachers 

speaking on a single Lord’s day in most 
churches. Perhaps this is because there are 
not two or three who have anything to say 

or perhaps it is because they are not given 
opportunity to speak. Whatever the case 
may be, it has made an atmosphere where 

the majority of believers are malnourished, 
disengaged and are, frankly, falling asleep 
and dying Sunday after Sunday. To which I 
say, “Awake! thou that sleepest, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ shall give thee 
light” (Eph 5:14). 

Brother or sister: Seek that wisdom which 

is  from above. Do not settle for a mundane, 
ineffective, lifeless religion. Jesus  will reveal 
the Father to all those who come unto Him 

(Mt 11:27-28). Then you will have much to 
say. The abundance of your heart will 
cause your lips to speak (Mt 12:34) and you 
will find yourself weary of keeping these 

good words of  God in (Jer 20:9). 

Churches: Let the prophets  speak. Let him 
who has  the word of God speak the word 

of God faithfully (Jer 23:28). Take up the 
manner of the early church which said, 
“Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word 

of exhortation for the people, Say 
on” (Acts 13:15).
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GRACE AND PEACE

Where the members  are working properly, 
Jesus will knit them together and supply 
nourishment to the whole body. Let us not 
be satisfied until we experience this increase 

of  God.

The Vanity of Pretense. Most of 

“christianity” today is nothing more than 
man-made philosophies and strategies on 
how to have a better life. F leshly 

ordinances, routines,  and the like fall short 
in sustaining the weary soul. They do not 
bring people to the knowledge of God and 
Christ - which is precisely what eternal life 

IS (Jn 17:3). Telling stories  and jokes, 
standing on soap boxes  and propagating 
political views is  not helping anyone grow 

up into Christ. Emotional stimuli may give 
a jolt to the soul but true renewal must take 
place in the inner man;  the spirit. The 

church must stop pretending. Preachers 
must stop being ashamed of the gospel. 
Preach Jesus! He must increase and men 
and their vain imaginations must decrease. 

Let every man hold fast to Him and rejoice 
as God gives the increase.

A form of godliness with no power is not 

from God. Where God is nourishing the 

people, they will actually be lifted up, 
strengthened and empowered to live by faith, 
forsake this present evil world, and look for 
the glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior,  Jesus Christ. Where the people are 
pretending, sin will abound, ignorance will 
dominate and growth will be stunted.  These 

are the product of “the commandments and 
doctrines of men” (Col 2:22) and are of no 
value in spiritual life. They are like a spiritual 

treadmill that will keep men busy but will get 
them nowhere. Do not allow yourself to be 
beguiled by such things (Col 2:18). The key 
to the body growing in the Lord is  each 

member holding fast to the Head.

True  and Sustained Increase. It is 

Christ’s task to nourish the church which He 
has purchased with His own blood and 
which is His  bride. He is faithful in doing this 

very thing.  Where the whole body is being 
nourished by the Head of the body it will 
grow with a growth that is from God. 

The meat that Christ gives for the 

nourishment of the saints  is  the “meat that 
endureth” (Jn 6:27). It is a provision from 
God that will sustain a people. Those who 

drank at Jacob’s well had to return to it day 
after day but those who 
drink of the water that 

Christ gives never thirst 
again (Jn 4:14). His 
provision sustains. This 
is the increase of  God.

Those who partake of 
a man made religion 
will still find themselves 

hungry day after day 
and will need to return 
t o m e n f o r t h e i r 

sustenance. They will 
become dependent 
upon other men. But 

those who partake of Christ will never 
need to look anywhere else or to anyone 
else. He will nourish them and feed them 
continually. When He feeds them they can 

go “in the strength of that meat forty days 
and forty nights” (1 Ki 19:8). 

Conclusion. The increase of God is 

sufficient. While men are involved as 
vessels through which the nourishment is 

ministered, we must see that they are not 
the source of the nourishment. Salvation 
is  designed in such a way that all men are 
sustained by One Shepherd, Jesus Christ 

(Ezek 34:23; 37:24; Jn 10:16). 

All the members of the body are sustained 
by the Head of the body. If a member is 

attached to another member but not 
connected with the Head, he will not be 
sustained. In other words, if men are 

associated with the followers of Christ but 
are not connected with Christ Himself, 
they will not increase with the increase of 
God. In fact, much worse, they will not be 

received by God. Plainly,  they will not go 
to heaven.

It is  not enough to know the people of 

God, salvation is  given to those who know 
God Himself. The strength of the saints 
often comes through other saints, but it is 

God who ultimately gives the increase.

“Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell 
together in unity!...for 

there the Lord 
commanded the 

blessing, even life for 
evermore.” 

(Psalm 133)

Statement of  Purpose
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and 

lifted up. Our purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation 
of  God, and the ways of  God through the word of  God. The 
purpose of  this magazine is to preach the gospel through writing.

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for 
spiritual reasons, not topographical reasons. (We live by the 
Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” is actually a sand 

dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen 
and heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling 
in heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will 

show His people many precious things. This magazine will serve 
as a report of  those things which He has shown us. And that 
which we have received from the Lord, we declare unto you.


