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DENY YOURSELF
“If  any man will come after Me, 

let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow 

Me” (Lk 9:23).
     While many teachings about self-esteem 
and being a confident and successful person 

revolve around the notion of "affirming 
yourself" and "believing in yourself", Jesus 
says  the key task is to "deny yourself". This is 
a cost to following Him. No one can be His 

disciple (student, pupil, follower) unless  he 
denies himself. In other words, Jesus will not 
teach a person who sees his  own life as  more 

important than Jesus. Such a person is 
expelled from the school of Christ. Following 
Jesus begins with self  denial. 

     In another place Jesus said, "If any man 
come to Me, and hate not His father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea,  and his own life 

also, he cannot be my disciple" (Lk 14:26). 

Jesus must have first place in all things. Our 
love for Him must be preeminent above our 
love for anyone or anything else. And until a 
person comes to this point, Jesus will not 

teach them or allow them to follow Him.
     Does  this sound too harsh? To be sure, it 

is  not commonly preached among the 

churches today but nevertheless, it is what 
Jesus said. Denying self, willingly sacrificing 
our own interests  for the interests of others 

(i.e. taking up our cross) is actually 
reasonable in the kingdom of God. It is 
reasonable because it is precisely what the 
Master has done. Jesus  denied Himself, He 

took up His cross and He laid down His  life 
to please His Father and to save our souls. 
Jesus doesn't ask us to do something that He 

Himself is not willing to do. Thus, denying 
ourselves, taking up our cross  and following 
Jesus is the reasonable response to seeing 

Him as He really is. Believers  will do this. In 
fact,  it is the "first step" (I hate to use that 
verbiage) in spiritual life - it is  where 
discipleship starts. Thus, the apostles declare, 

"that He died for all,  that they which live 

should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them, and rose 
again" (2 Cor 5:15).
     Is this too much to sacrifice? Is it really 

reasonable to ask people to do such a thing? 
Is  Christianity a vow of suffering, poverty, 
sackcloth and ashes? The willingness to do 

this  will come when we see "the glories to 
follow." The road of suffering has glory at the 
end. The cross of Christ concludes with a 

resurrection to life.  The text continues, "For 
whosoever will save his  life shall lose it; but 
whosoever will lose his life for My sake, the 
same shall save it" (Lk 9:24).  Anyone who 

forsakes all to follow Jesus and do the will of 
God "shall receive an hundredfold now in 
this  time...and in the world to come eternal 

life" (Mk 10:30).  For the sufferings of this 
present world are not worthy to be compared 
to the glory that is to be revealed in us and if 

we suffer with Him we shall also be glorified 
together with Him (Rom 8:17-18).  Now that 
is  something to look forward to. If you 
haven't yet, deny yourself,  pick up your cross 

daily and follow Him. You will not be sorry. 
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. . . T H I N K  O N  T H E S E  T H I N G S

I Am Doing a Great Work and Cannot Come Down
by Pat Woods

Kingdom activity requires fervent effort and focused attention. As 
Jesus said, men are to "seek first the kingdom of God" (Mt 6:33). 
Matters  pertaining to the kingdom of God cannot be 
accomplished by those who are indifferent toward it. The pursuit 

of other things and the affection toward trivial things will 
effectively prevent the accomplishing of God's will by a person. 
In such a case, God will simply use someone else to carry out His 

purpose. Being a worker together with God will require that we 
be not moved from what He has  called us to do. Nehemiah is  an 
example of  such diligence.

Facing Opposition. The rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem 
was no t done wi thout oppos i t ion . Sanba l la t ,  the 

Horonite, mocked the Jews (Neh 4:1-2). Tobiah, the Ammonite, 
joined him in their ridicule saying, "Even that which they build,  if 
a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall" (Neh 4:3). 

But they  didn't stop with their harsh words. Being very 
wroth because of this great work being done they "conspired all 
of [the Arabians and Ammonites  and Ashdodites] together to 

come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder [the 
building]" (Neh  4:7).  It came to be that half of Nehemiah's 
workers built the wall and half of them held shields  and spears 
(Neh 4:16).  And even the builders, every one of them, "with one 

of his  hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon" (Neh 4:17). 

The Multiplicity of Meetings. When their direct attacks, 
both verbally and physically, proved ineffective the next course of 

action for Sanballat was to ambush Nehemiah during a so-called 
meeting in the plain of Ono. I can tell you from experience, there 
is  nothing that can halt the people of God from the work of God 
like the calling of meetings. But this meeting was sinister in 

nature and Nehemiah suspected it. This response shows great 
wisdom:

"And I  sent messengers unto them, saying, 'I am doing a great 

work, so that I cannot come down; why should the work cease, 
whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Yet they sent unto me four 

times after this sort; and I answered them after the same 
manner." (Neh 6:3-4)

When we are engaged in the work of God, great works  of God, 
we must be determined not to be distracted by lesser things. Had 

Nehemiah been primarily concerned about making peace with 
the hostiles, he may have obliged to meeting with them. If he was 
focused on pleasing men more than God he would have attended 

the meeting and been harmed. 

Ministers today must have the same fortitude if they are going to 

accomplish a great work of God. Too many people think the 
minister is  to solve everyone's problems  and too many ministers 
see this as their task as  well. Because of this, many well-meaning 
ministers  are distracted from the ministry of the word and are 

engaged mostly in counseling sessions. These things  ought not be. 
Even worse, is  when the preachers and pastors  subject themselves 
to frequent criticism and complaining by those who benefit from 

their ministries. The body of Christ requires all members  to 
minister to each other. We are "members one of another" and 
this  includes the preachers. Nehemiah would not be distracted by 

a meeting, because he was engaged in a great work. Nothing 
could be a greater work for man than preaching the gospel. 
Preacher, do not be distracted.

Great Works  Must Not Be Stopped. Well, the apostle wrote 
"let us not be weary in well-doing" (Gal 6:9; 2 Th 3:13). Work 

can grow tiresome. Those who expend themselves to labor in the 
Lord will grow weary...in the flesh. The flesh is  not up to the task 
and while it is weak, "the spirit indeed is willing" (Mt 26:41).  If 

you are engaged in a good work - press on. Do not grow weary. 
Do not be distracted. Kingdom work is too important.  In your 
labor, remember you are storing up for yourselves treasure in 
heaven, you are bringing glory to God, and your labor is 

producing eternal consequences for those who benefit from it. 
Your work must not cease. Do not come down. Do not leave it. 
Continue and minister with the strength that God supplies. 
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. . . IT IS WRITTEN

JESUS IS THE COVENANT
by Erik Olmsted

The prophet Isaiah was given to see things concerning the 
kingdom of God that most men in his  day were not. Isaiah got to 
see into the throne room of the Almighty (Isa 6). He saw the 
Lord high and lifted up, and out of a broken and contrite heart, 

the prophet confessed his sin and the sins of the people. “Woe is 
me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” Isaiah’s  lips, being 

cleansed by a coal from the altar of the Lord of hosts, were ready 
to speak the things  which the Lord would give him to see. He 
faithfully spoke the word of the Lord to His people for decades to 

come. He did not hold back in speaking of the sinful condition of 
the people and inevitable judgment because of their iniquity. He 
spoke of a time in which the people of God would be taken out 
of the land which God had given to them, and into a heathen 

country to serve heathen kings in heathen palaces. Yet, Isaiah did 
not only have bad news. It is just like the Lord to, “in wrath 
remember mercy (Hab 3:2).” 

To one who is seeking the face of the Lord, the words spoken 
through Isaiah are comforting and strengthening. He declared 

such statements as, 
• “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow 

(Isa 1:18).” 
• “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for 

the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord (Isa 
11:9).” 

• “Speak comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her 

warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is  pardoned: for 
she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins 
(Isa 40:2).” 

• “Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and His 
arm shall rule for Him: behold,  His reward is with Him, and 
His work before Him (Isa 40:10).” 

• “My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth (Isa 

51:5).” 
• “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come 

with singing unto Zion and everlasting joy shall be upon their 

head: they shall obtain gladness  and joy;  and sorrow and 
mourning shall flee away (Isa 51:11).” 

• “Ho, every one that thisteth, come ye to the water (Isa 55:1).” 
• “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: the 

former shall not be remembered, nor come to mind (Isa 
65:17).” 

The prophet was not only serving God and His generation, but 

ours also with these faithful and true declarations of the things 
that God was going to do.

The text to be considered in this article is found in Isaiah 42. The 
passage is  one of comfort and encouragement to the people of 
Israel during the days  of Isaiah. It is also one of affirmation to 
those who are living in the “day of salvation.” This  text is true to 

the central theme of the word that Isaiah spoke, and to the whole 
of scripture: God’s delight, focus,  attention, and promise is found 
in His “Servant”. The Son of  God, Jesus the Christ! 

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles.  He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be 

heard in the street.  A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: 
and the isles shall wait for his law. Thus saith God the Lord, he that 

created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the 
earth, and that which cometh out of  it; he that giveth breath unto the 
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:  I the Lord have 

called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of  the people, for a light of  the 
Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 

prison, and them that sit in darkness out of  the prison house.  I am the 
Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither 
my praise to graven images.  Behold, the former things are come to pass, 
and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of  

them” (Isa 42:1-9). 
The intent of this writing is  to affirm and declare that God is 
working through, and making promises in, His Servant, Jesus. 
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IT IS WRITTEN. . .

God is  Doing a New Thing in Christ. 

New things have come! “New”,  when used 
in scripture, is not always in reference to 

time,  i.e. this  car is  newer than that car. 
Primarily, the word “new” has to do with 
the type, order, or kind (c.f. Num 16:30; 

Deu 32:17; Psa 40:3; Isa 62:2; Jer 31:31; 
Eze 11:18, Eze 32:26;  Mat 9:16; Mat 
26:28-29; Act 17:19, Act 17:21; Gal 6:15; 

Eph 2:15; Heb 10:20; Rev 21:2; Rev  21:5). 
In our text the point is not that God is 
doing this thing after He did something else. 
The point is that the thing He will do is not 

like anything He has  done before. It is  a 
new thing! God is not recreating mankind 
in Christ, as though He made a mistake 

the first time, He is  making something that 
was not there before! A new creation!

Covenant. Covenant as  defined by 

Webster is: “a written agreement or 
promise usually under seal between two or 

more parties especially for the performance 
of some action.” God has  made covenants 
in the past, agreements, called promises. 

Sometimes  there are conditions or things 
necessary for men to do to receive the 
fullness  of the covenant. The covenant 

made to Noah was  one of condition, build 
the ark and fill it (Gen 6). There are other 
covenants that do not have conditions for 
men to fulfill. The covenant that God 

made with Noah, his seed, and all the 
world after the flood had no conditions for 
man to fulfill (Gen 9). The new covenant 

made to Abraham is ca l led “the 
promise” (Gal 3:17). Generally speaking 
the covenants of God are promises and 

conditions by which He deals  with people. 
The covenants are all a representation of 
the person and character of God, each one 
in its own respect. Noah: righteousness, 

The world:  mercy, Abraham: blessing, 
Moses: order and sacrifice,  all others  fail in 

glory to that of the new covenant that is 
spoken of in our text. There is more of 
God’s person that is  displayed in the new 
covenant than any other. This  new 

covenant is what all the others pointed 
towards. The intention is  not to speak evil 
of the covenants  of God, God forbid! But 

to declare that God has  done a new thing 
and if you wish to see the glory of the 
Father, you need not look to the naturalist, 

you don’t need to turn to the astrologist, 
you don’t need to even turn to Moses (as 
great a man of God as  he is),  you need to 
look into this “new thing”,  the new 

covenant. Look to Jesus the one who shows 
us the Father (Jn 14), for He Himself is the 
covenant.

A Man is  the Covenant. The elect 

Servant that Isaiah spoke about was to be 
given, or made, a covenant to the people. 
The way by which men come to know God 

would be through and in a man. “A man 
shall be as an hiding place from the wind 
(Isa 32:2).” This was totally unlike anything 

that God had done. God has never shown 
himself on this wise. This  indeed is a new 
thing. We are talking about the new 

covenant that Christ is mediating. Jesus is 
actually giving us of Himself. This is not a 
mystery Jesus  Himself declared to the 
murmurings Jews who would not receive 

Him, “No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him: and I 
will raise him up at the last day. It is  written 

in the prophets, And they shall be all 
taught of God. Every man therefore that 
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, 

cometh unto me. Not that any man hath 
seen the Father,  save he which is of God, 
he hath seen the Father. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that believeth on me hath 

everlasting life.  I am that bread of life. 
Your fathers did eat manna in the 

wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread 
which cometh down from heaven, that a 
man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread,  he 
shall live forever:  and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life 

of the world” (Jn 6:44-51) God has  done 
exactly what He said He would do through 
the prophet Isaiah; the Servant has been 

given as  a “covenant of the people” (Isa 
42). The things that Jesus is  presently 
ministering are things  of Himself.  They are 
not disassociated from His person. Moses 

could not minister this  way, because Moses 
does  not have the things that Jesus does. 
The new covenant is one of forgiveness, 

blessing, knowledge, obedience, and life. 
All these things are found only in Jesus, He 
put away sin, in Him are all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places, in Him are hid 
all treasures of wisdom and knowledge, He 
always does those things which please the 
Father, He is the life. In the old covenant it 

was laid before everyone, do this and live, 
do it not and die, in Christ this is the 
situation “ He that hath the Son hath life.” 

A Covenant of Bringing Together. 

Jesus is for the people. One specific group 
is  named: “the Gentiles.” This is  all those 
except Israel.  Are we to say that this 
promise is a doing away of Israel? Could it 

be that God’s  chosen people would be 
turned away from coming to Him? No, but 
the people of God will no longer be from 

just one nation, tribe, or tongue. They shall 
be called from all nations. “I will say to the 
north, give up; and to the south, keep not 

back, bring my sons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth (Isa 
43:6).” God is calling people that had not 
received a call before.  “Other sheep I have, 

which are not of this  fold: them also I must 
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IT IS WRITTEN. . .

bring, and they shall hear my voice: and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd 
(Jn 10:16).” The fold of God is  not on the 
basis  of fleshly divisions, meaning God 

does  not choose people because they are a 
different nationality, but rather on the basis 
of spiritual similarities, all were blind, all 

were weary and heavy laden, all were in 
prison, all were in darkness,  all were gone 
back, all were lost, all were sinners. 

However, Jesus handles all these situations, 
because “where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound” (Rom 5:20). So the 
very same ones who were blind, can now 

see, those who were weary and heavy 
laden, have found rest, those who were in 
prison, have been set free, those who were 

in darkness, have seen a great light,  those 
who were gone back, have been brought 
nigh, those who were lost,  have now been 

found, those who were sinners, have been 
made righteous. This covenant is truly 
“rather glorious” (2 Cor 3:8)!

The Action of the Covenant. The 

actions  that are promised in this covenant 
are ones that are miraculous and glorious. 
“Open the blind eyes, to bring out the 

prisoners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness  out of the prison house (Isa 
42:7).” Law cannot do this. Law is actually 
what contributes to the enslavement of 

men. Not the commandment itself,  but the 
obession of one who is  “in the flesh” has 
toward keeping the commandment (Rom 

8:8). So much so that one who is in the 
flesh could kill the messiah and then be 
concerned about keeping the sabath day, 

or “omit the weightier matters of the law 
(Mat 23:23).” However, “what the law 
could not do, in that is was weak through 
the flesh, God did sending His own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: that the 

righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit (Rom 8 3-4).” Rules cannot make 
people see, but the Son can! Jesus opens 

yours eyes and sets you free, and our 
response is to stick around and sing praises 
to God. Why would we leave the presence 

of our God for the darkness of the world? 
A person who has been given a new heart 
and a new spirit,  sees  things different than 

they used to. They are not just like 

everyone else, but forgiven. We are the 
children of the day and we sing a new song 
unto the Lord. I encourage you to sing 
unto the Lord a new song and listen for 

others who “know the words” so to speak. 
This is  as you find refuge in Christ and 
walk with Him, He will show you the 

Father and continually give you “new 
wine” for your “new wine skin” (Mat 9:17).

JESUS “LEARNED OBEDIENCE”
The Spirit affirms, 

“Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things 
which He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). 

Jesus, who “always” does “those things that please” God (Jn 8:29) had to “learn obedience.” 
We are not to conclude from this that Jesus was somehow rebellious and needed to be taught to 
obey. He was without sin. He NEVER disobeyed God. The point is not that He did not know how 
to obey God, but that He had to learn obedience while in His flesh. 

Prior to becoming flesh and dwelling among us, Jesus had no competing influences to His will or 
doing the Father’s will. When “the Word was with God” (Jn 1:1) and the Father gave Him a task 
He would obey without any conflict. But it was different when He came into the world. 

When Jesus tabernacled among us He entered into a cursed realm. He entered into a “present 
evil world” (Gal 1:4). He entered into an arena in which the prince of darkness had dominated 
and overcome every man. He entered a place in which He could and would be tempted to 
disobey God. Never before had He endured such an affliction. Thus, the text declares “He 
learned obedience by the things which He suffered.” 

Jesus learned to obey in the midst of adverse circumstances. He learned to obey in the midst of 
temptation. He learned to say “nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done” (Lk 22:42). He 
learned how to take “the way to escape” provided along with the temptation (1 Cor 10:13), and 
He took it every time. He learned to suffer through the affliction and temptation without giving 
in to it. He overcame the world.

Jesus graduated from the school of hard knocks without being corrupted, defiled or stained by 
it. Because of this He is qualified to be a merciful and faithful High Priest. He learned obedience 
by the things which He suffered and is therefore able to teach us how to obey as well. “For in 
that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour [come to the aid of] them 
that are tempted” (Heb 2:18).
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS 

Sober Thoughts
• “You don’t get Genesis 3:15 until after the fall” (Robert Cobb)

• “The shield of  faith is capable of  accomplishing its task, but it 

has to be taken up” (Jeremy Williams)
• “Psalm 119 is so long because the psalmist is speaking about 

the word of  God and there is much to say” (Erik Olmsted)
• “Sometimes we need to stop trying and get on with 

dying” (Meghan McCarthy)

• “The Lord advances us through both blessing and through 
trial. Don’t think of  the blessing as coming from God and the trial  

as coming from the devil.” (Aaron Hutchcraft)
• “The word of  God was living and active before the Hebrew 

writer said it was.” (Erik Olmsted)

• “The exhortation to those held captive in Babylon was 
twofold: ‘Come out of  her’ and ‘Reward her’” (Michael Blakely)

• “Many of  the Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized” (Acts 18:8). This confirmed the word of  the Lord who 

said, “I have much people in this city” (Acts 18:10). (Erik 

Olmsted)
• “A constraining from within will produce greater works than 

the law ever could.” (Brandi Woods)

“What shall we do for the hundred talents which we have given?”
 It is never good to cast your pearls before swine, for they will trample them underfoot and then turn and tear you to pieces (Mt 
7:6). Many in the kingdom of  God have experienced this in their own measure. Many have spent and been spent in order to minister to 
others who have neglected that ministry. Many have given of  their own selves to do good to those who “name the name of  Christ” only to 
find out later that their toil was in vain. This is a burdensome and frustrating experience. It leads us to say, “what shall we do for the 

hundred talents which we have given?” or “what shall we do for the years we have spent in this ministry?” or “what shall we do for the 
money we have given and the investments that we have made?” May those ministers hear the words of  God, “The Lord is able to give thee 
much more than this” (2 Chr 25:9).

 Amaziah, king of  Judah, was going to war and enlisted “an hundred thousand mighty men of  valor out of  Israel for an hundred 
talents of  silver” (2 Chr 25:6). While these were the children of  Jacob, they had given themselves over to idolatry and unbelief. For this, 
they were not to be included in this work of  Judah. Therefore, “a man of  God” came to Amaziah and said, “O king, let not the army of  

Israel go with thee; for the Lord is not with Israel” (2 Chr 25:7). Amaziah, who had already summoned them, seemingly staggered a bit 
and said “But what shall we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the army of  Israel?” The prophets words still bring comfort, 
“The Lord is able to give thee much more than this” (2 Chr 25:9).
 You may have given much toward a ministry and invested much in a people and it may have been in vain (Gal 4:11). But don’t 

dwell on that. Many will say, “You are invested. You are committed. See it through.” I can appreciate such fortitude and perseverance, but 
when it comes to something so precious as pearls of  wisdom and understanding, we must make sure we are not wasting them. There does 
come a time to leave the army of  Israel behind because the Lord is not with them. Now, they will be angry (2 Chr 25:10) and they will 

most likely repay you with evil (2 Chr 25:13). But don’t worry about what you have already spent. Do not mourn over your lost efforts. 
Strengthen yourself, lead forth the people (2 Chr 25:11) knowing, “The Lord is able to give thee much more than this.”

Grace and Peace
“Grace and peace” is a common greeting among 

brethren. Nearly all the epistles begin or end with these 
words.  These words remind us of the Divine provision 
(grace) and acceptance (peace) we have through Christ. 

But “grace and peace” are more “tools” than they are 
“trophies.” That is, they have utility and must be 
employed by us in this good fight of faith. Without grace 

and peace no one can acceptably serve God.

Grace and peace come to us “through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet 1:2). In our close 

association and fellowship with the Lord we begin to 
know Him. We learn His  person - who He is, and His 
ways - what He does. Through this knowledge, which is 

eternal life (Jn 17:3), we are given “grace and peace.” 
Grace and peace enable us to effectively labor in God’s 
field, so God gives it to them that know Him. It is  as  if 

God says, “These are the people that know Me. I am 
going to multiply unto them grace and peace so that they 
can speak the truth about Me throughout all the earth.”
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

THE LOVE OF CHRIST COMPELS US
by Brandi Woods

“For the love of Christ compels us, because 

we judge thus: that if One died for all, then 

all died; and He died for all that those who 

live should live no longer for themselves , 

but for Him who died for them and rose 

again.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15, NASB) 

Correct judgment of the love of Christ will compel you to live for 
Him who died and rose again. When we can clearly see that 
Christ died as  a propitiation for our sins we readily conclude that 
our life is no longer our own but belongs to the One who 

redeemed us. The love of Christ becomes the driving force 
behind all our good deeds and compels us  to readily sacrifice all 
and follow after Him. The love of Christ is  demonstrated on the 

cross, explained through the gospel and transforming the believer. 

Like all spiritual understanding, knowing the love of Christ 
requires that God would reveal it to us. We would know nothing 

of Christ’s love unless  the Father made it known to us. With this 
in mind, the apostle Paul prayed that the saints would know the 
great vastness  of Christ’s love (Eph 3:18-19) and that the Lord 
would direct their hearts  into the love of Christ (2 Th 3:5). Of 

course, the greatest commentary on the love of Christ is  seen in 

the cross  where God demonstrated His  own love for us  in that 

while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.  This  displayed the 
Father’s love and the Son’s  love toward us. Jesus  did absolutely 
nothing to deserve death and yet He willingly died that we might 

live.

The gospel is  the explanation of what was accomplished on the 
cross as a result of God’s great love. The gospel shows forth God 

as  being just and the justifier of Him that believes  in Christ. It 
shows Him reconciling the world unto Himself through the 
sacrifice of His only begotten son. The gospel explains  the love of 

Christ because it details  the lengths  God went to in order to save 
a sinful people and to be righteous in doing so. Before the 
foundation of the world, God set forth a plan to save the world 

through His Son, knowing that His sacrifice would be the only 
means of  accomplishing such a work. 

Christ’s  love  is transformational. We are changed through 

the apprehension of His  love. As a new creation we are truly able 
to lay hold of the love of Christ. We are able to know it,  though it 
surpasses knowledge. With the knowledge of this  love we are 

changed. We are compelled to live for Jesus and love God in 
return. We are compelled to keep His commandments with great 
joy.  Our spirit agrees  with His Spirit and we desire to do the 

things that please Him. We do not see His commands as  grievous 
but we delight in them and desire that they be hidden within our 
hearts. 

When the love of Christ compels you, you find yourself leaving 

mothers,  fathers, houses, and jobs  for His namesake. When the 
love of Christ compels you, you can be hard-pressed on every 
side but not crushed; perplexed but not in despair; persecuted but 

not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed and do these things 
with great joy. When the love of Christ compels you, you find 
yourself singing songs of praise in prison and returning to the 

same towns and people that bound you in chains in order to 
preach the good news.  When the love of Christ compels  you, you 
consider your life as nothing, only that you may finish the race 
and complete the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 

When the love of Christ compels you, you see all afflictions  as 
light, momentary and working for you a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight in glory. 

The love of Christ compels us to die to ourselves and live for 
Him. The love of Christ compels  us to consider others  as more 
important than ourselves, loving in deed and in truth, laying 

down our lives  for the brethren, provoking one another to love 
and good deeds, edifying and encouraging one another, together 
and having all things in common, continuing daily in one accord 
and praising God. 

Knowing that the love of  Christ compels us to no longer live unto 
ourselves but unto Him who died and rose again, let us talk much 
of  the love of  Christ.
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

READING AND PREACHING THE WORD
by Pat Woods

“So they read in the 
book in the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them 
to understand the 
reading.” 

(Nehemiah 8:8, KJV)

Upon returning to Jerusalem, building 

the great wall, fending off many 

enemies, and accomplishing this great 

work, it was  only appropriate to hear 

the word of the Lord. The word of 

the Lord would supply them with 

guidance, instruction, and comfort 

and they needed all three. It is written, 

"All Scripture is  given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim 

3:16) and they can testify to the truth 

of this. So "all the people gathered 

themselves together as  one man into 

the street that was  before the water 

gate; and they spake unto Ezra the 

scribe to bring the book of the law of 

M o s e s , w h i c h t h e L o r d h a d 

commanded to Israel" (Neh 8:1).

Hearing the Word of God. "...they 

read in the book in the law of God..." The 

word of God is  the seed of the 

kingdom of God. Everything springs 

forth from its  hearing and reception. 

It is  only unproductive when it is  not 

received or it is  received but "the lusts 

of other things" enter in and choke 

the word that it becomes  unfruitful 

(Mk 4:19). But like rain falling to the 

ground, when the word of God is 

received it will bring forth fruit (Isa 

55:10-11). If the people of Israel 

where going to please God and walk 

humbly before Him in righteousness, 

they would need to hear His word.

Let us  consider the effectiveness  of the 

word of God. It is  by the word of God 

that we are "brought forth" or born 

again (Jas  1:18). It is  the word of God 

that is  able to save our souls (Jas  1:21). 

It is  the word of God that is  a light 

unto our path and a lamp unto our 

feet. It is  the word of God that makes 

us  wise unto salvation. The word of 

God is  the sword of the Spirit and is 

able to pierce men's  heart and cut 

them to the quick. Where Satan can 

remove the word of God from among 

the people, death will be eminent. But 

where the word of God is  read and 

preached, there will be life. As  it is 

written, "man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word of God" (Lk 

4:4). Hide His  word in your heart that 

you may not sin against Him.

Giving the Sense. "they...gave the 

sense." Scribes  would just read the 

word but Ezra and Nehemiah and the 

priests  read it and "gave the sense", 

that is  to say, they also declared what 

the word meant. This  is  preaching. It 

is  not as though men cannot 

understand the word without a 

preacher but a preacher sure does 

help. God has made provision for this 

in the kingdom of God. "He gave 

some, apostles; and some, prophets; 

and some, evangelists; and some, 

pastor s  and teachers ; for the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work 

of the ministry, for the edifying of the 

body of Christ..." (Eph 4:11-12). 

Christ gave these gifts to the church so 

that "we all come in the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God" (Eph 4:13). These 

ministers  preach the word and give 

the sense so as  to make us  understand. 

They are worthy of double honor who 

labor hard in word and doctrine. 

Remember, it was  the Ethiopian who 
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IT IS WRITTEN. . .

was  reading the prophet Isaiah and 

said, "How can I [understand] except 

some man should guide me?" (Acts 

8:31). He heard the word and needed 

someone to give the sense. And God 

was  faithful to send Philip, the 

evangelist, just like He was  faithful in 

Nehemiah's  day to provide the people 

with Nehemiah and Ezra. Praise God 

for those who give the sense: who can 

know the extent of  their ministries?

Understanding. "they...caused them to 

understand the reading" When the word of 

God is  preached God has  something to 

work with - His  sword. But the blessing 

comes  when the understanding comes. 

It is  then, that the word takes  root in 

the heart and begins  to bear fruit. If 

you hear the word of God and do not 

understand, you better make it your 

business  to seek such understanding. 

The disciples  were like this. Jesus  would 

tell a parable to the multitude but it 

was  the disciples  that spoke to Him 

afterwards seeking the explanation. 

T h ey n e e d e d a n d w a n t e d t o 

understand. Perhaps  they knew the 

peril of not understanding. For  "when 

any one heareth the word of the 

k ingdom," Je su s t augh t , "and 

understandeth it not, then cometh the 

wicked one, and catcheth away that 

which was sown in his  heart" (Mt 

13:19). 

Nehemiah and Ezra declared the word 

of God, they gave the sense of it and 

they caused the people to understand. 

If we can say this  of ourselves we have 

done well. This  is  what is  involved in 

being a faithful steward of the word. 

This is  what is  involved in being "the 

church, the pillar and ground of the 

truth" (1 Tim 3:15). 

“For you, Lord are good, and ready to 
forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness 
to all who call upon you. Teach me your 
way, O Lord; I will walk in your truth; 
unite my heart to fear your name. I will 
give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with 
all my heart, and I will glorify your 
name forever. For your lovingkindness 
toward me is great, and you have 
delivered my soul from the depths of  
sheol.”                            

 -Psalm 86:5; 11-13

 We serve a great and wonderful God. Our God is good and 
ready to forgive. He has such a love for His creation that even seeing 
our wickedness and the heart of stone which was in us God willed that 
none should perish. In great wisdom, justice and mercy God made a 
way where there once was no way. He has made this way known and 
has sent forth His truth into the world calling all who have ears to hear 
to simply come to Him. How blessed are we brethren because we have 
heard and we have come. It is not as though we just have great 
hearing. The Lord has given this to us. God has given us ears to hear 
and eyes to see and has granted us repentance. He has removed our 

hearts of stone and has created us new in His Son. We are living in the 
day of Christ’s power and therefore we have been made willing. We 
have been called up and out and have been given to sit with Him in 
heavenly places. Praise God, brethren, because this is where we are! 
The Lord has allowed us to taste and see that He is good and has filled 
our lips with His praise. 
 We have experienced, and are currently experiencing, the 
lovingkindness of the Lord. We have been set free from sin and death 
and it is no longer master over us. As the evil one comes to tempt us we 
are now able to say “No!” We are now able to glorify God in these 
mortal bodies because of His work in us. God has rescued us from our 
once helpless state. We have been given the Spirit and Christ dwells in 
our hearts through faith. Through Him we are more than conquerors. 
We have been given all things pertaining to life and godliness and 
everything that we need to make it safely from here to heaven. The 
Lord has made Himself, and these things, known to us that we would 
know that we have eternal life! We have been given eternal life. This is 
something that we have right now. Through the knowledge of this we 
have a hope that is able to anchor our souls.
	 So, brethren, let us put off the earthly things that we have 
been delivered from and soar high in the heavenly places that we have 
been called up to. Being those who are experiencing the lovingkindness 
of the Lord, let us praise him. How great and marvelous are the works 
of the Lord!  - Kayla Olmsted

PSALM 86
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A STUDY OF ELIJAH

Recap From Elijah Part One

The Life of  Elijah pt. 1 ended at 1 Kings 17:16 where Elijah was at the house of  the widow of  Zarephath. Remember that 

GOD sent Elijah there so that the widow would take care of  him. GOD did a great miracle by using a handful of  flour 

and little oil in a jar to provide for the widow, Elijah, and the widows household for many days during the drought in the 

land. 

We discussed the providence of  GOD and how HE provides for HIS own. We also discussed GOD's sovereignty, which is 

HIS control over all things that HE has made. These two were seen through GOD  commanding the ravens to feed Elijah 

twice a day while he was at the brook and through GOD sending Elijah to Zarepheth so that the widow could care for him 

with the little bit that she had. Another important topic was that GOD can take little and make it abundance, therefore we 

should always give whatever we have to GOD, no matter how little it is, because HE can make it so much more for HIS 

glory. Lastly, we discussed how Elijah was not a great man in and of  himself, but only through his adherence to the word of 

the LORD as it came to him. Elijah showed great faith in that whatever GOD asked him to do or wherever GOD asked 

him to go, Elijah would do it or go there. So, we reasoned that man's only greatness is in following the words of  HE who 

created man; the GOD of  all creation.

In this portion of  the Life of  Elijah study we continue at 1 Kings 17:17 and will cover through 1 Kings 17:24. 

“Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house 
became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him. So 
she said to Elijah, "What have I to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me 
to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?" And he said to her, "Give me 
your son." So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where 
he was staying, and laid him on his own bed. Then he cried out to the Lord and said, 
"O Lord my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by 
killing her son?" And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out 
to the Lord and said, "O Lord my God, I pray, let this child's soul come back to him." 
Then the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, 
and he revived. And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room 
into the house, and gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!" 
Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the truth." (1 Kings 17:17-24, NKJV)

LIFE OF ELIJAH (Part 2)
by DeRonte Polite
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A STUDY OF ELIJAH

Faith - 1 Kings 17:17-18
“Now it happened after  these things that 

the son of the woman who owned the house 

became sick. And his sickness was so 

serious that there was no breath left in him. 

So she said to Elijah, ‘What have I to do 

with you, O man of God? Have you come 

to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and 

to kill my son?’”

Faith? Once again faith comes to the 

forefront. I understand the dire 

circumstances that the widow was 

facing, in that her son was  so sick that 

the breath le f t h i s  body. She 

immediately went on the attack in her 

statement to Elijah. She became 

defensive in mentioning her sin but 

seems  to blame Elijah for this  disaster 

by saying that his presence was to 

remind her of her sins  and kill her son. 

I can understand this  emotional 

response from the woman who was a 

widow because her husband was  dead 

and her son was  probably the only 

reason she felt she had to continue to 

live. I can understand this  response but 

where is  the faith? I mean, this  is  the 

same woman who only had a handful 

of flour and a little jar of oil and she 

witnessed GOD’s  miraculous provision 

through that handful of flour and little 

jar of oil not running out; feeding her, 

Elijah, and her household for many 

days. That was a major miracle that 

GOD performed but it seems  as if that 

has  so quickly faded from her memory 

in the midst of this  new difficult 

circumstance.

I suppose that we are not much 

different. We face a difficult situation 

but GOD comes  in and works 

everything out in such an amazing way 

but when another difficult situation 

comes  our way we forget about what 

GOD did, all faith is  lost, and we begin 

the complain game. We begin 

questioning GOD. Notice, I said “we”, 

because I am prone to this  as  well. I 

want to grow to where faith is  my first 

response instead of complaints. I want 

to grow to where faith is my first 

response instead of trying to figure 

everything out and pinpoint everything 

that is  going on behind the scenes. I 

honestly empathize with the widow, 

knowing that was  a hard thing for her 

to be confronted with, however she was 

in the midst of GOD taking care of a 

hard thing. We so easily forget what 

GOD did. We so easily forget how 

great HE is  and the great things that 

we have seen HIM do in our lives. Or, 

maybe we have enough faith to trust 

GOD with one situation but not 

enough to trust HIM with the next. 

Maybe we feel like, “Sure, GOD can 

sustain the flour and the oil, but can 

HE really heal my son?” Or maybe, 

“Sure, GOD can sustain the flour and 

the oil, but can HE really restore life 

back to human beings?” Trusting 

GOD is  the issue for all people and this 

can be hard from situation to situation. 

This has  always been the case. Let's 

take a look back at a few scriptures  in 

the book of Exodus  concerning the 

people of Israel. We will see that 

unbelief  is the default for the flesh.

Exodus 14:21-22 (NKJV) 

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over 

the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to go 

back by a strong east wind all that night, 

and made the sea into dry land, and the 

waters were divided. So the children of 

Israel went into the midst of the sea on 

the dry ground, and the waters were a 

wall to them on their right hand and on 

their left.” 

Exodus 15:22-26 (NKJV) 

“So Moses brought Israel from the Red 

Sea; then they went out into the 

Wilderness of Shur. And they went three 

days in the wilderness and found no 

water. Now when they came to Marah, 

they could not drink the waters of 

Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore 

the name of it  was called Marah. And 

the people complained against Moses, 

saying, "What shall we drink?" So he 

cried out to the Lord, and the Lord 

showed him a tree. When he cast it into 

the waters, the waters were made sweet. 

There He made a statute and an 

ordinance for  them. And there He tested 

them, and said, "If you diligently heed 

the voice of the Lord your God and do 

what is right in His sight, give ear to 

His commandments and keep all His 

statutes, I will put none of the diseases 

on you which I have brought on the 
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Egyptians. For  I am the Lord who heals 

you."

If you are familiar with the exodus  of 

the people of Israel you recall that they 

were leaving Egypt, finally being 

released, after 400 years  of slavery, 

through the blood of the Passover lamb 

(a foreshadowing of what CHRIST 

would do for all of mankind thousands 

of years  later on the cross). Remember, 

as  they were fleeing Egypt they had 

Pharaoh’s  great army behind them and 

the Red Sea in front of them. They 

were trapped. Death, or a return to 

captivity, seemed like a complete 

certainty. 

But, in Exodus  14:21-22 we see that 

from the instruction of GOD, Moses 

stretched out his  hand over the sea and 

“the LORD” caused a strong wind to 

divide the waters  so that the children of 

Israel could cross  the Red Sea on DRY 

GROUND! This was  an amazing 

miracle. This  was  a miraculous miracle 

(that may not make sense but you get 

my drift.) This  was...wow...I mean they 

walked through the sea on dry ground 

with a wall of water on their left and 

their right. And this was  not for a short 

period of time...no...this  was  all night 

long. Now, fast forward a few days  and 

we see that the people of Israel had 

been in the wilderness  for three days 

and found no water. And then when 

they did find some, it was  bitter and 

they were not able to drink it. Then the 

people began to complain to Moses. 

Where is  the faith? Did they not 

remember that a couple of days ago 

that they walked through the sea on 

DRY GROUND? Where is  the faith? 

So, instead of complaining directly to 

Moses  they ask Moses to cry out to the 

LORD who pushed the water back for 

them to cross  over DRY GROUND to 

give them water. It seems  like they so 

e a s i l y fo rg o t wh a t G O D h a d 

done...they so easily forgot who GOD 

was.

Trusting GOD has  always been the 

issue for mankind and that issue started 

in the Garden of Eden. GOD does  not 

want our temporary trust in HIM. 

GOD wants  an eternal trust in HIM. 

We should consider it a privilege to see 

GOD work in and through our lives. 

We should consider it a privilege that 

HE allows  us to get a glimpse of who 

HE is that we may be able to put our 

trust in HIM. So, my exhortation...my 

word of encouragement for all of 

us...is  to present faith in every 

circumstance...let faith be our first 

response.

Now...let's  go back to 1 Kings 

17:17-18. Quickly, I just want to note 

that the widow seemed to be very 

aware of sin and its  effects. I would say 

that this  is  a good awareness. As  in the 

case with Job, we notice that sin is  not 

always  the prime catalyst for horrible 

situations  and circumstances, however 

we know that it can be. So, in us 

presenting our faith to GOD it may be 

proper to evaluate the sin in your 

life...it may be proper to ask GOD to 

reveal any sin that may have brought 

these circumstances on. Once again, 

sin is  not always  the prime catalyst for 

horrible situations  and circumstances, 

however it can be. Therefore an 

evaluation of sin in your life may be 

proper and this  should actually take 

place on a daily basis. We do not want 

to over evaluate sin and begin 

defending our righteousness  (as  in the 

case of Job), but rather evaluate in 

order to clean house if necessary. And 

this  evaluation takes  place through the 

word of GOD...the word discovers  our 

condition (Hebrews 4:11-13).

Moving on...

1 Kings 17:19-20 
“And he said to her, ‘Give me your son.’ 

So he took him out of her arms and 

carried him to the upper room where he 

was staying, and laid him on his own 

bed. Then he cried out to the Lord and 

said, ‘O Lord my God, have You also 

brought tragedy on the widow with 

whom I lodge, by killing her son?’”

I think it is  good for us to recognize 

that the prophets  of GOD were not 

omniscient. They did not always  know 

what was going on. They only knew 

what GOD revea led to them. 

Sometimes  we can make the prophets 

out to be superhuman beings  but this  is 
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not the case. The prophets  only knew 

and spoke what was  given to them by 

GOD. In verse 20, it seems like Elijah 

had no idea what was  going on. He 

had no idea that GOD was going to 

allow this  to take place with the 

widow's  son. But, look at Elijah's  first 

response in verse 19. Elijah says, “Give 

me your son.” Elijah presents  faith. It 

was  almost like he was saying, “I don't 

know what is  going on, but give me 

your son, because I know someone 

who can handle whatever is  going on.” 

Once again, we see what was  the key to 

the greatness  of a man like Elijah...the 

key was  Elijah's  trust in GOD. Elijah 

did not know all of the details  but he 

knew who did and immediately took 

the circumstance to HE who knows all.

Moving on...

Prayer - 1 Kings 17:21-22 
“And he stretched himself out on the child 

three times, and cried out to the Lord and 

said, ‘O Lord my God, I pray, let this 

child's soul come back to him.’ Then the 

Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul 

of the child came back to him, and he 

revived.” 

Elijah stretched himself out and cried 

out to the LORD three times. Now, 

one may think that since Elijah was  a 

man of GOD and since he was a 

prophet of GOD, that if GOD was 

going to answer Elijah he would have 

done so on the first prayer. I mean, 

GOD had used ravens  to feed Elijah 

and through the mouth of Elijah GOD 

sustained the handful of flour and little 

oil in the jar. If GOD did these great 

things  to and through Elijah, surely 

Elijah is  “in” enough to get a response 

from GOD on his  first prayer. 

Well...no, this is  not the case. There is 

not  a “method” to the timetable of 

GOD answering your prayers. My 

exhortation is  that you pray until you 

get an answer. 

At the same time, just because GOD 

did not answer your prayer when you 

first prayed it, does  not necessarily 

mean that your relationship with HIM 

is  in jeopardy. I know how we get 

sometimes, we think because GOD is 

not operating on our time schedule 

that we must be outside of HIS love 

and that HE is  somehow at odds  with 

us. The fact of the matter is  that HE is 

GOD and HE does  not jump when we 

say jump. We humbly go before HIM 

presenting our request - which means 

HE could say “no.” How we respond is 

evidence of our faith. Sometimes  God 

will use our circumstance to cause us  to 

grow in faith and patience. 

If you are in CHRIST you are in good 

standing with GOD and not at odds 

with HIM. CHRIST has  pleased the 

FATHER, therefore, those who are in 

CHRIST have pleased the FATHER 

as  well. Your relationship with GOD is 

not based off of answered prayer, it is 

based on the blood of CHRIST. GOD 

says  that HE bears  long with HIS own 

elect. HE will answer and man should 

pray, not losing heart, with this in 

mind. Being steadfast in prayer is 

directly related to faith (Luke 18:1-8). 

Elijah could have lost heart after HE 

prayed the first time and received no 

answer, but HE didn't. Why? because 

Elijah had faith. Elijah was  fully 

confident in who GOD was  and HIS 

ability to restore life. Elijah was  fully 

confident in who GOD was  and HIS 

willingness  to extend mercy. So Elijah 

prayed and did not lose heart. First 

time, no answer. Second time, no 

answer. Third time...

Manifesting the Truth - 1 Kings 17:22-24 
“Then the Lord heard the voice of 

Elijah; and the soul of the child came 

back to him, and he revived. And Elijah 

took the child and brought him down 

from the upper room into the house, and 

gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, 

‘See, your son lives!’ Then the woman 

said to Elijah, ‘Now by this I know that 

you are a man of God, and that the 

word of the Lord in your mouth is the 

truth.’”

I love how verse 22 starts out with the 

words “then the LORD heard the 

voice of Elijah.” “Then!” “Then!” 

“Then!” 

I wonder what would have happened if 

Elijah had lost heart after the first and 

the second prayers  and just stopped 

praying. Well, I know the widow would 
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have not wanted to know what could 

have happened. Elijah kept praying 

and finally the LORD heard him and 

answered him. GLORY BE TO 

GOD!!! Let's  pray...and continue to 

pray!

Lastly, let's  look at the words  of the 

widow to Elijah in verse 24. She says  to 

Elijah, “Now by this  I know that you 

are a man of GOD, and that the word 

of the LORD in your mouth is  the 

truth.” Wow! Honestly, I believe that 

anything GOD does  to, through, or for 

us  is  for the statement that the widow 

made. I believe that if GOD is  going to 

use me it is  not to promote me to 

receive the praise of man. Likewise, it 

would not be just to make my life 

comfortable. If GOD is  going to use 

me it will be so that people will know 

that the word of the LORD in my 

mouth is  truth. If GOD is going to use 

you, this  will be why HE uses  you. This 

is  it people. This is  what life boils  down 

to. 

People who are not Christians, are so 

because they do not believe “the word 

of the LORD.” They do not believe 

they are sinners  who have offended a 

pure, holy, and righteous  GOD. They 

do not believe that JESUS was  a real 

man. They do not believe that JESUS 

was  the son of GOD. They do not 

believe that HE came and lived sinless. 

They do not believe that HE was 

crucified on a cross. They do not 

believe that GOD raised HIM from 

the dead on the third day. They do not 

believe that JESUS is the only way, the 

only truth, and the only life. They do 

not believe that man can only get to 

the FATHER through the SON, 

JESUS. They do not believe that 

HELL is  real. They do not believe that 

JESUS is  coming back. They do not 

believe that there will be a judgment. 

They do not believe that eternity in 

Heaven with an eternal, loving GOD is 

something that can be grasped. They 

do not believe.

So, if you are in CHRIST, pray that 

GOD will use you so that people will 

know that HIS word is  truth. 

Remember when GOD told Elijah to 

leave the brook - this  is  what GOD had 

in mind the whole time. GOD allowed 

the brook to dry up so that this  woman 

could know HIM, HIS power, and the 

truth of HIS Word. When you know 

that HIS word is  truth your life will 

change. Furthermore, GOD using you 

does  not mean that HE has  to use you 

to raise someone from the dead, 

physically. GOD can put words in a 

willing mouth and use you to raise 

someone from the dead, spiritually. 

Also, a person seeing you raised from 

the dead, and seeing you really live  

does  wonders  - just like the widow who 

saw her son raised from the dead. 

Grace & Peace!

The Prayer Closet

Moses asked of  the Lord in 

Psalm 90:12 “So teach us to 

number our days, that we may 

gain a heart of  wisdom.” Even 

after being delivered from 

bondage, whether it be 

Egyptian chains or the bondage 

of  sin, man needs to be taught 

to redeem the time through 

wisdom. 

Having a heart of  wisdom 

involves numbering our days. It 

is not natural for man to 

consider his fragility and end. It 

is not natural for man to 

consider that each breath could 

be his last or that the Lord 

could return at any moment, so 

we need God to train us to 

think this way. Our time on 

Earth is in fact short in 

comparison to eternity 

therefore we should make the 

most of  every opportunity we 

are given. This mindset 

towards minute by minute 

productivity and walking 

according to the will of  God 

requires God’s help. Let us pray 

that God would teach us also to 

number our days, that we may 

gain a heart of  wisdom. 



S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2! 15

M o u n t a i n  T o p  M a g a z i n e    •    1 2 1 4 7  R o c k s w i t c h  S t r e e t    •    M i l t o n ,  D E  1 9 9 6 8 

. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

LIFE IS IN THE SON
by Pat Woods

"He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the witness in himself. He that 
believeth not God hath made Him a 
liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of His Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life." 

(1 John 5:10-12)

There is  simplicity in what men call "Christianity."  By 

"simplicity" I do not mean that it is elementary or mundane but 
that all of the promises of God come down to one: "eternal 
life" (1 Jn 2:25) and all of eternal life is  found in one: Jesus  Christ. 

The apostle John's letters declare many of the simple truths 
involved in the salvation that is  in Christ Jesus. The Spirit, 
through him, states the truth so concisely.

Unbelief. God has spoken and He has spoken concerning His 
Son. He has given a record or testimony of His Son and to not 

believe on Jesus is  to say that God was wrong in His testimony. 
God has said of Jesus, "This is My beloved Son in Whom I am 
well pleased" (Mt 3:17) and the unbeliever says, "This  is not 

God's Son and God is a liar for saying he is."  

It is even common today to hear people say that they think Jesus 

was a good man and good teacher but not the Son of God or 
God in the flesh.  This, however, is not an option. Jesus claimed to 
be God's Son and one with the Father. If He, as some suggest,  is 
not God's  Son then they ought to call Him a liar or a lunatic,  but 

calling Him a good teacher would not be an option. But, of 
course, Jesus is  the Son of God as  God declared Him to be and 
even so with power by the resurrection from the dead (Rom 1:4). 

The Record. God has  given a record concerning His Son and 
the record is  this: "that God hath given to us eternal life,  and this 

life is in His Son." This is the record that we believe. Jesus uttered 
these words in His prayer to the Father in John chapter 17.

"Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may 
glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He 
should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him. And this is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, Whom Thou hast sent." (John 17:1-3)

God’s record of Jesus was far greater than many men perceived 

with their natural eye.  Some saw that He was a "good teacher" 
and "Rabbi". Others perceived that He had power over the wind 
and sea and even demons. Still others learned that He had power 

to forgive sin.  Many today see Him as a great example that we 
should follow after. Some only accept that He was a prophet. But 
who among men concluded that this  is the One who can given 
eternal life? God, being the One who gave Him such power, bore 

record of this  very truth. And all them that believe on Him 
receive this eternal life.

Do You Have the Son? Who has eternal life? Where can men 
go to seek it? How will they obtain it? The apostle responds with 

great simplicity and clarity: "He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath not life". Everyone falls 
into one of these two "categories". Either the person has  the Son 
or  he  does  not have the Son. Consequently, either he  has life 

eternal or he does not have life eternal. All men will be separated 
eternally on the basis  of whether or not they "have the Son". 
This being true it is  appropriate for men to work out their own 

salvation with fear and trembling all the while examining 
themselves  to  see if they are in the faith (Php 2:12; 2 Cor 
13:5). For, if  you have Him, He will give you eternal life. 
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“...I will make a new covenant...not 
according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day 
that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which 
My covenant they brake, although, I 
was an husband unto them,” saith 
the Lord.            

 (Jeremiah 31:32, KJV)

Introduction
One of the most grievous misconceptions being propagated in the 
churches today is that the New Covenant is just like the old only 
with different commandments. Many have been subject to such 
teaching. But God has stated in this text that He would make a 

New Covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah and that it would NOT be according to Old Covenant. 
That is, the New Covenant will not be based upon what man must 

do but upon what God will do. And as such it will not be founded 
on the basis  of strict obedience to a set of rules but rather upon 
unfeigned faith in the Son of God. For if it was “not possible that 

the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins,” which were 
offered according to the Law of God (Heb 10:4,8), than who is 
there that would suggest that something else that man offered to 
God would be sufficient to accomplish such a feat? 

All religion that places  salvation in the hands of the work of men 
and the ability of the flesh fit within the framework of Romans 
10:3, which states that “they being ignorant of God’s 

righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God.” Such people reject the Lamb of God and 

offer their own lamb instead. This is  nothing more than being a 
thief and a robber that tries to enter the sheep pen by another 
way (Jn 10:9). The New Covenant is the only way, it is the “new 

and living way, which He hath consecrated for us” (Heb 10:20). It 
is  not possible to come to God any other way, especially not on the 
basis  of man’s work. Jesus is “the Way” and “no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by [Him]” (Jn 14:6). Truly this covenant is  not like 

the old, it is far better.

The First Covenant
A Covenant Made with the  Fathers. The Old Covenant is 

also known as the first covenant (Heb 8:7,13; 9:1). It was made 
with the fathers after God took them by the hand and led them 
out of the land of Egypt.  It was then, on Mount Sinai, that God 

gave Moses  the Law. The basis of the Law was simple, if you obey 
all the commands you live, if you break them you die.  It is written, 
“Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the Law to do them” (Gal 3:10) and again, 

“the man that doeth them, shall live by them” (Gal 3:12). And 
upon hearing all the blessings and curses  associated with the Law 
all the people said, “Amen” (Deut 27:26). It was a covenant “made 

with the fathers” and it was upon them to “do” all that was 
written.

They Broke It, Even Though God was  a Husband to 

Them. Israel had all the advantages  they could ask for.  To them 
was given the adoption, and the glory,  and the covenants, and the 

giving of the Law, and the service of God, and the promises (Rom 
9:4). They were the ones  who had Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
David, Daniel and the prophets,  and through them Christ would 

come (Rom 9:5). Who saw more miracles than Israel? Who else 
walked through mighty waters  on dry ground and came through 
the other side safely? Who else ate the manna and quail and drank 

water from a rock? They were provided for. God was a husband to 
them, He cared for them and nurtured them, and yet, they broke 
His  covenant. In fact, all of them broke the covenant. As Peter 
said, it was “a yoke...which neither our fathers nor we were able to 

bear” (Acts 15:10).

Finding Fault with Them. The problem was not the Law, for 

“the Law is  holy and the commandment is  holy, just, and 

NOT LIKE THE OLD
by Pat Woods
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good” (Rom 7:12). The problem was with them. And though the 
Law was ordained to life (Rom 7:10), it proved to be a 
ministration of death (2 Cor 3:7) for all those who walk after the 
flesh. It manifested the wickedness of man. “For when we were in 

the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were 
at work in our members to bear fruit to death” (Rom 7:5, NKJV) 
and “sin,  taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and 

by it slew me,” said Paul (Rom 7:11).  Not that the Law produced 
sin, God forbid, but that the Law being so good, made known the 
exceeding wickedness of sin. It made sin known for what it is 

really is, “utterly sinful.” The Old Covenant did not put away or 
remove sin, it manifested it, “for by the Law is the knowledge of 
sin” (Rom 3:20). And so, “finding fault with them, He saith, 
‘behold the days come when I will make a New Covenant’” (Heb 

8:8), and one that is NOT like the old one. 

This New Covenant will not be one of law - dependent upon the 
works of men, but of grace - dependent upon the provision of 

God. “For the law was given by Moses but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ” (Jn 1:17). What the Law could not do, God did 
(Rom 8:3). Under the New Covenant man is  no longer bound by 

sin and enslaved to the lusts of the flesh. He is set free by Christ 
and stands  in the grace of God (Rom 5:2) which not only teaches 
him to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts  to live soberly, 
righteously and godly in the present world (Tit 2:12), it also 

empowers him to do so. Those standing in the grace of God 
having been made free from sin,  have become the servants of 
righteousness (Rom 6:18). “For sin shall not have dominion over 

you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace” (Rom 6:14). 

The New Covenant is Not According to the Old
What men needed was not a new set of commandments, not a 
new code of conduct or even a new set of Scriptures. They 

needed to be made new. They didn’t need more information, 
more restrictions or more ordinances - they needed more God. 
We were in need of  a better covenant and indeed, we have it.

The First Covenant was  Made Old. God did not tell Moses 

that He would make an Old Covenant with him. The Old 
Covenant did not become “old” until the new one came. As  it is 

written, “In that He saith, ‘A New Covenant,’ He hath made the 
first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is  ready to 
vanish away” (Heb 8:13). It is  not as though God all of the sudden 

had a holy change of mind so as to just throw out the Old 
Covenant and bring in the new. Rather, the Old Covenant was 

fulfilled and “replaced” by that which surpassed it. And though it 
was glorious it now has “no glory in this respect, by reason of the 
glory that excelleth” (2 Cor 3:10).  The Law served its purpose, it 
was “added because of transgression, till the Seed should come to 

whom the promise was made” (Gal 3:19). And when the Seed 
came, Christ Jesus, the Law was surpassed by something better, 
the “one Lawgiver” (Jas 4:12).  

In the New Covenant we have a better “law” that accomplishes 
the purpose of God and empowers the people to live righteously 
before their God. It is “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus” (Rom 8:2).  So now “the righteous requirement of the law is 
fulfilled in those who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit” (Rom 8:4). The first covenant is, then, made old and the 
New Covenant is established.

Shadows  and Patterns Versus  the Substance. The Old 
Covenant was a form or pattern of heavenly things; whereas  the 

New Covenant contains the substance - the real thing. This is 
primarily seen in the tabernacle, the priesthood and the worship 
of the Old Covenant (Heb 9:1-5).  All of these things were a 

pattern, a form, a picture of heavenly realities. They had to be 
made perfectly according to the pattern given by God so that we 
would be able to better understand the salvation that we now 
experience in the New Covenant. 

Here we must issue a warning to all of those who insist that the 
New Covenant is  a “pattern” for us to follow. No, the Old 
Covenant was a pattern and it didn’t change one soul, didn’t save 

one soul, didn’t take away sin,  and cleansed no one’s conscience. 
We do not have a pattern in the New Covenant, we have the real 
thing. Indeed, “We have such an High Priest,  who is set on the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a minister 
of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitched, and not man” (Heb 8:1-2). The tabernacle that we are 
concerned with is  not a pattern of the heavenly one - it is the 

heavenly one. Our High Priest is not a shadow of Christ, it is 
Christ. We are “true worshippers” who worship not by form or 
routine, we worship in Spirit and in truth (Jn 4:23). “Let no man 

therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days,  which were 
a shadow of things  to come, but the body is of Christ” (Col 

2:16-17). We have the “substance” (NKJV), the real thing, why 
would we ever settle for  shadows, forms, or patterns?
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For the Law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the 

worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of 
sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of 
sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 

goats should take away sins...And every priest standeth daily 
ministering  and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins; but this Man, after He had offered one 

sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; from 
henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. For by 
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that He 

had said before, “This is the covenant that I  will make with them 
after those days,” saith the Lord, “I will put My laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them; and their sins and 

iniquities will I remember no more.” Now where remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:1-4, 11-18)

No more sacrifices,  no more offerings. No more patterns, routines 

or foreshadowings;  instead, a true High Priest, true worship, true 
forgiveness and true access  into the true holy place.  Sin has been 
“put away” by the sacrifice of Christ (Heb 9:26). God has  seen the 
“travail of His soul” and is  “satisfied” (Isa 53:11). The Lamb of 

God has indeed, taken away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29). Let no 
one dare offer anything to God in order to be saved, but let every 
man give thank-offerings to God because he is saved. “For what 

the Law could not do in that it was  weak through the flesh, God 
did” (Rom 8:3). He offered a better sacrifice by a better High 
Priest. “For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 

better hope did;  by the which we draw nigh unto God” (Heb 
7:19). Jesus is “made a surety of a better testament” (Heb 7:22) 
because “He is  able to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing that He ever liveth to make intercession of 

them” (Heb 7:25). 

We Are Under a New Covenant
We who are Christ’s have died to the Law through the body of 
Christ that we might be joined to another, even to Him who died 

and rose again (Rom 7:4).  We didn’t just escape the law or leave it 
behind, we died to the Law. While the Law did serve as an 
effective schoolmaster, we are no longer under that schoolmaster 

(Gal 3:24-25).  Now that faith has come and now that we have 

come to Christ, we know that no commandment will be able to 
bring us to God. We know that if we are going to, at last, dwell in 
the courts of the Lord forever, we are going to need Jesus to bring 
us there. And we know that He is able to bring us there. We have 

died to that which condemned us and have been joined to that 
which can save us.

The Basis  Upon Which We Come to God. Indeed, the New 

Covenant is not like the old.  The entire basis upon which we come 
to God is different.  That is, the basis  of righteousness in the New 

Covenant is  something done for us,  not something done by us. For 
this  reason the New Covenant is primarily a promise and not a 
commandment. Therefore, the preaching of the covenant is not an 
exposition of what men must do, it is a declaration of what God has 

done. And as such, the primary work in the New Covenant is not 
doing but believing. Any one who seeks to come to God on the basis 
of their own righteousness, their ability to do all that is  commanded, 

will always find themselves condemned.

For as many as are of the works of the Law are under the curse: for 
it is written, “Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things 

which are written in the book of the Law to do them. But that no 
man is justified by the Law in the sight of God is evident, for, “The 
just shall live by faith.” And the Law is not of faith, but, “The 
man that doeth them shall live in them.” (Galatians 3:10-12)

But for those who are burdened by this circumstance,  those who 
cease from their work and seek God’s righteousness  - they shall be 
blessed. This is precisely what Jesus was  speaking of when He 

said, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). Jesus took upon Himself the burden 
of  the Law and consecrated a New Covenant for us. 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a 
curse for us, for it is written, “Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a 
tree,” that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 

through faith. (Galatians 3:13-14)

Righteousness  of God on the Basis  of Faith. In the New 

Covenant the righteousness  of man is  seen for what it really is, 
filthy rags (Isa 64:6), and the righteousness of God is made known 
in the preaching of the cross of Christ (Rom 1:17). “Therefore by 

the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight; 
for by the Law is  the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness 
of God without the Law is manifested, being witnessed by the 
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Law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe” (Rom 
3:20-22). The New Covenant announces  that “the days  come.” It 
is good news that what God desires, He now has through Christ.

The preaching of the gospel is the announcement that God has 
sent His own Son to bear the sin of the world, dying for that 
which alienated man from his God. It declares that all those who 

believe in Jesus will be justified in God’s sight and made righteous. 
Anyone ignorant of this news, anyone who does not hear the 
gospel or believe the gospel or avail themselves to the preaching of 

it, has judged themselves unworthy of eternal life (Acts 13:46). 
They have neglected the only means by which they should be 
saved (1 Cor 1:21) and therefore have obligated themselves to 
stand before God on the basis  of their own righteousness - which 

is  only hypothetical. “For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the 

righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the Law for 

righteousness to everyone that believeth” (Rom 10:3-4). But the 
righteousness of faith seeks  “to be found in Him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the Law, but that which is  through 
the faith of Christ,  the righteousness which is of God by 

faith” (Php 3:9).

Those who seek to be justified by law; those who seek to earn their 
salvation as a reward will stumble over the stumbling stone (Rom 

9:32). But to those who do not seek to establish their own 
righteousness, but believe on Him that justifies the ungodly, “his 
faith is counted for righteousness” (Rom 4:5). To him the saying is 

fulfilled, “Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and who 
sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin” (Rom 4:7-8).  This is  the confession of all those in 
Christ Jesus. 

Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all 
that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be 

justified by the Law of  Moses. (Acts 13:38-39) 

And such trust have we through Christ to 
God-ward: Not that we are sufficient of 
ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 
Who also hath made us able ministers of 
the new testament; not of the letter, but of 
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life. (2 Corinthians 3:4-6)

 This trust or confidence that we have toward God is only 
possible through Christ. We who believe boast not in ourselves or our 
works knowing full well that all of our works are but filthy rags. 
Rather, we boast in Jesus and what He has done. When God looked on 
the face of the earth He saw none good and none who could stand 
before Him and live, so His own arm brought salvation. Jesus is the 
righteous ONE. He is the only one who can stand before the Father in 
His own righteousness. He is the only one who was perfect. He is the 
only one qualified to be a sacrifice for sin. God purposed to save the 
world through His Son and that by faith in His Son righteousness would 
be imputed to “him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly” (Rom 4:5).

 God did not simply reveal what He had purposed to do 
through His Son and then leave us to speculate about whether or not 
Jesus fulfilled that purpose. We know that God is not pleased in any 
and everything that is offered up to Him as a sacrifice. But, praise God, 
He has revealed the great love and favor that He has towards His Son. 
Of Jesus God said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” (Matt 3:17). Scripture affirms that God had reason to be well 
pleased with Jesus. In John 8:29 Jesus says “I do always those things 
that please Him,” and again John 10:17 says “Therefore doth my 
Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.” 
Jesus “glorified” the Father “on the earth” and “finished the work” 
that God gave Him to do (Jn 17:4). Furthermore, God showed His 
acceptance of Jesus when He forbid Him to undergo decay and raised 
Him from the dead. 

To the believer knowing these things creates much 
confidence! Because of what Jesus has accomplished for us we know 
that we are accepted in Him and He is now working in us both to will 
and do of His good pleasure. Our natural response to these truths is to 
draw near. Therefore, let us stir one another up by way of 
remembrance and may the Spirit work mightily within the people of 
God that we may be built up in our most holy faith. We are His 
workmanship. May the Lord be glorified in us. - Kayla Olmsted

CONFIDENCE THROUGH CHRIST
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Our Sin was Imputed to Another
While the Scripture does not expressly say that “sin was imputed 
to Christ,” it is implied in several places. The implications of this 
are staggering, mainly, that sin was imputed unto Christ and as a 
result Christ was made to be a curse for us (Gal 3:13). In Christ’s 

body God condemned sin, putting it away once for all.  And now 
that sin has been put away God can righteously justify ungodly 
men who believe on the Lord Jesus. It is  now that we can have 

righteousness imputed unto us.  This is precisely what God was 
doing in the cross of Christ and this is  why it pleased the Lord to 
crush Him. For He would see His offspring and prolong His days. 

In truth, there was infinitely more going on at the cross than the 
natural eye could ever perceive. As it is written,

...God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the 

word of reconciliation. . .For he hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. (2 Cor 5:19, 21)

We Have a Scapegoat
God imputing righteousness unto us is  contingent upon God 
NOT imputing our sin unto us (Rom 4:8).  In order for God to not 
impute our sin unto us,  our sin must be imputed to another. God 

cannot wink at sin.  He cannot ignore it. His own righteousness 
demands that He not deny Himself. Thus, sin, having a wage, 
must be paid. Sin must be dealt with and for us to have hope it 
must be dealt with by Another.  This is  portrayed to us in the Law 

of  Moses and this is realized in Jesus, the Lamb of  God.  

“And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, 
and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and 

all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head 
of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into 
the wilderness; and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities 

unto a land not inhabited, and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness.” (Leviticus 16:21-22)

This was a task to be accomplished on the Day of Atonement and 
Jesus is seen throughout the works. Jesus is like the scapegoat upon 
whom all the iniquities of the people were laid. For, it was we who 
went astray from the Lord but God “laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all” (Isa 53:6). The scapegoat bore the sins  of the people into a 
land not inhabited. This is what Jesus did when He put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself (Heb 9:26). Only Jesus could 

accomplish such a work as this, indeed He is a “fit man.”

Thus, God shows Himself to be just in dealing with sin according 
to His own word, “the wages of sin is  death” (Rom 3:23). He also 

shows His great mercy and grace in justifying us on the basis of 
our faith in Jesus whom He set forth as the propitiation for our 
sins. Our acceptance by God is not on the basis  of our moral 
perfection but on the basis  of our reception of His Son. Thus, 

believers trust in the work done on the cross rather than their own 
works of  righteousness.

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 

being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness 
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe: for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and 

come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus. (Rom 3:21-26)

A Declaration of Truth
God does not lie. It is  often said, that “we are not righteous but 
God declares us  to be righteous.” While we can understand what 
is  meant by this (the righteousness is  not our own), it is always best 

to “speak as the oracles of God” on matters pertaining to life and 
godliness. 

We are righteous because God makes us righteous and this 
righteousness is exactly that - righteousness. In fact, it is “the 

THE IMPUTATION OF SIN AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
by Pat Woods
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righteousness of God” (Rom 3:5, 21,22; 10:3; 2 Cor 5:21). In the 
same way that Christ was made to be sin, though He knew no sin, 
so we are made to be righteous though we knew no righteousness. 
It was our sin that Jesus bore “in His own body on the tree”. The 

sin was not His own, it was the sin of the world. Likewise we are 
made righteous by Christ’s obedience (Rom 5:19). Our 
righteousness is not our own. Like the Apostle Paul, we seek to 

win Christ and be found in Him, “not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is  through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is  of God by faith” (Php 

3:9). For it is Christ, who is made unto us  righteousness from God 
(1 Cor 1:30). Of a truth, our righteousness  is  of the Lord (Isa 
54:17) who is  aptly named, “The Lord our righteousness” (Jer 
23:6; 33:16). Our victory in Christ is based upon this.

To deny our being made righteous is  to deny any hope of 
salvation, for fellowship with the righteous God and citizenship in 
the new heavens and new earth requires righteousness “unto all 

and upon all” that resides there. And so, let the saints  of God sing 
with joy that such a marvelous provision has  been made. For, “the 
Lord hath brought forth our righteousness, so we declare in Zion 

His work” (Jer 51:10).

Doing Righteousness is the Product of Being Made Righteous
“If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that everyone that 
doeth righteousness is born of Him” (1 Jn 2:29). Our doing 
righteousness is  attributed to being born of Him who is  righteous. 

We have been “created in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:10) and are a “new 
creation” in Him (2 Cor 5:17). This  “new man” is “after 
God...created in righteousness  and true holiness” (Eph 4:24). Our 

exhortation is to put him on! 

Our baptism into Christ was a baptism into His  death (Rom 6:3). 
We were united with Him in death and now walk in newness of 

life. Just as Jesus  died and was raised again from the dead, so we 
too, have died to sin and are therefore freed from it. “For in that 
He died, He died to sin once, but in that He liveth, He liveth unto 
God” so we, too,  are “dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:10-11). We are now free to 
yield our members not as instruments  of unrighteousness but as 
instruments  of righteousness (Rom 6:13). The new man is up to 

the task of not letting “sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof ” (Rom 6:12).  For in 
Christ Jesus  we have been made righteous and are made able 

ministers  of a New Testament. We are sufficient to do this, while 

also very well aware that our sufficiency is  of God by His Spirit (2 
Cor 3:5-6).  We are simply the “earthen vessels” (2 Cor 4:7) a most 
excellent and powerful treasure. 

An Enemy in the Camp
As we walk by the Spirit we do not carry out the deeds of the flesh 

(Gal 5:16). Righteousness  is normal for the person in Christ. Sin is 
what is  out of order.  There is no excuse for us to fall, when Christ 
Jesus is  able to keep us from falling (Jude 24). Now, if we do sin, it 

was not owing to some insufficiency of our salvation but rather to 
us walking after the flesh and putting the old man back on. In 
such cases we must simply confess to God, “I did it” and “He is 

faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:9). 

As long as  we are in this “vile body” (Php 3:21) we will have to 
contend with the flesh. The flesh and the Spirit will be continually 

at war as long as we have the “law of sin which is in [our] 
members” warring against “the law of our [mind]” (Rom 7:23). 
These laws are not commandments but rather principles,  like the 

law of gravity. With the mind we serve the law of God but the 
flesh will only serve the law of sin. The flesh follows after a 
downward principle seeking to fulfill it’s lustful desires and kill 

anything that is opposed. “The carnal mind is enmity against 
God, for it is  not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be” (Rom 8:7). We must kill it before it kills us. “For if ye live after 
the flesh, ye shall die, but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the 

deeds of  the body, ye shall live” (Rom 8:13).

The fact that we still have “evil” present in us does not condemn 
us. “There is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom 8:1). 
The law of the Spirit of life in Christ has made us free from the 
law of sin and death (Rom 8:2). The flesh has already been 

condemned. Everything we received from Adam must die for “in 
Adam all die.” But, alas, we are not in Adam but are in the 
Second Adam, Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:45,47). This  is  where we 
must have the mind of Christ, for we have been seated with Christ 

in heavenly places (Eph 2:6). This earthly tabernacle is not our 
only one. As long as we are here it is a necessity for us to carry it 
around but “earnestly desire to be clothed upon with our house 

which is in heaven” (2 Cor 5:2). Until then we “groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body” (Rom 8:23). Praise God through Christ Jesus our Lord, we 

will be delivered from the body of this  death (Rom 7:24-25). Until 
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then we can still have everlasting consolation and good hope 
because “blessed are they whose iniquities  are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin” (Rom 4:7-8).

If it is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom...
• Fear not!
• There is no need to worry about Him providing lesser things
• It is appropriate for us to seek such a kingdom
• Then do not stagger in unbelief  but trust God 

IT PLEASES GOD TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM
by Pat Woods

“Fear not, little flock; 
for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom.” 

(Luke 12:32)
Introduction

“Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
build Thou the walls of Jerusalem” (Ps 
51:18). All praise, honor, adoration, and 
glory belong to God. All holy activities that 

men engage in spring forth in response to 
this  work - the Lord does good to Zion.  Let 
us be clear that God makes the first move. 

His  working is  not in response to us but 
rather our working is in response to Him. 
He labors; He does good unto Zion 

because it is  His nature and desire to do so.  
It is according to His good pleasure,  that 
He pours out blessing on those who dwell 
in His holy mount. If you have come to 

Mt. Zion, you have come to a safe place, a 
glorious  place;  a place where the rivers 
flow with living water from the throne of 

God. Make it your aim to be found there.

Motivated By His Good Pleasure
The knowledge of God has staggering 
e f fect s ; good e f fect s. Without an 

understanding of God and His ways, man 

is  left wandering in the dark, groping about 
for truth and something to put their trust 
in. 

Jesus said, “it is  your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom.” If this was all we 
knew of God, it would be enough to cause 
us to run to Him for refuge and sustenance.

We see from this statement that God is 
driven by His own desire to be pleased and 
His  pleasure is found in giving us  the 

kingdom. It is good to know that God finds 
pleasure in blessing His people.  It is also 
good to know that God is  not motivated by 
man’s works but by His own good pleasure. 

Man’s Problems, Desires  and Goals 

are Too Small. Men live in time and 

space,  they live in a cursed world and dwell 
in a cursed body. Everything associated 

with this world eventually, i f not 
immediately depreciates, decays, and dies.  
Man’s desires and goals in view of these 
things are very small. He operates  in 

survival mode. He seeks clothing, food, 
shelter, and wealth. And without the 
knowledge of God He will be bound by the 

quest for these things and when his days 
are numbered he will find that all of these 
things will perish just as he will.  “If in this 

life only we have hope in Christ,  we are of 
all men most miserable” (1 Cor 15:19).

God’s  Purpose is  Higher.  God has no 

problem supplying man with these basic 
needs. He does  so for the lilies  of the field 
and for the birds of the air; “how much 

more” will He give these things to His 
children. “For all these things do the 
nations  of the world seek after” (Lk 12:30), 

but God calls us to seek after something 
better.  “But rather seek ye the kingdom of 
God” (Lk 12:31).

The calling of God; that is, what He is 

calling us TO, is referred to in Scripture as 
“an heavenly calling” and in view of that 
requires us to “consider Jesus”, the One 

who can bring us there (Heb 3:1).  It is  “the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” and 
requires that we forget the things which are 

behind and press onward and upward (Php 
3:13-14). It is “an holy calling” that is  in 
accord with God’s own purpose and grace 
rather than our works (2 Tim 1:9). This is 

where God is  ultimately bringing men in 
salvation: unto the Father. It is imperative 
that the saints of God know where God is 

bringing them in Christ Jesus; “that [we] 
may know what is  the hope of His calling, 
and what the riches  of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints” (Eph 1:18). 
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God’s purpose is  not dictated by man’s 
desire or need but by His  good pleasure.  
Primarily, “the good pleasure of His 
will” (Eph 1:5). And His purpose will bring 

us a lot further and a lot higher than we 
would ever think or imagine. He has 
placed before us lofty destinations and we 

are going to need a mighty God to reach 
them. But, of course,  we have a mighty 
God and He is  well pleased to give us the 

kingdom.

It Pleases God to Do Good
It is  your Father’s good pleasure to bless 
you.  What is  true for us is also true for 
Him, “it is more blessed to give than to 

receive” (Acts  20:35).  In Christ, God is 
justified in justifying believers. In other 
words,  He is free to do good to those who 

believe on the Son while still maintaining 
His  own righteousness. It has  been God’s 
e ter nal pur pose, even before the 

foundation of the world, to take away the 
sin of man in order to restore fellowship 
with him and to do good to them. In 
Christ, He does  just this. He is  now pleased 

and satisfied and according to His  good 
pleasure He is bestowing blessings upon 
His people.

Revelation. God does not desire men to 
be ignorant of Him and His ways. He 

receives no glory in our ignorance. He 
desires to reveal Himself to man. This is 
the purpose of the Scriptures  and a 
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, who,   

among other things, reveals the Father.

At that time Jesus said, “I thank You, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, That You 

have hidden these things from the wise and 
intelligent, and have revealed them to infants. 
Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in 

Your sight. All things have been handed over 
to Me by My Father; and no one knows the 

Son except the Father; nor does anyone know 
the Father except the Son, and anyone to 
whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” (Mt 
11:25-26) 

The apostle Paul also expounded on this 
truth declaring that God has  made known 
unto us the mystery of His will,  “according 

to His good pleasure” (Eph 1:9). 

The Adoption of Children. God has 

“predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to Himself ” and 
that “according to the good pleasure of His 
will” (Eph 1:5). God is not satisfied with 

associates or acquaintances, He desires 
children. He has made provision in Christ 
to adopt those who were once alienated 

from Him. He desires  sons  who are like 
Him, conformed unto the image of His 
firstborn, to whom He can give His 

inheritance. It is your Father’s good 
pleasure to do this.

Good Works. Those reconciled to God 

are not simply trophies  on display sitting 
idly,  collecting dust. They are, rather, 
vessels fit for the Father’s  use. “For it is God 

which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure” (Php 2:13). You 
were called “that ye might walk worthy of 

the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 
every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened  with all 
might, according to His glorious  power, 

unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness” (Col 1:10-11). This is  what God 
is  working in you and it is all preparatory 

work. That is, He is doing this to prepare 
you “to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light” (Col 1:12). This is  all 

according to His good pleasure. He is 
driven by His own pleasure in working 
these things in you. “Wherefore also we 
pray always for you, that our God would 

count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill 
all the good pleasure of His  goodness, and 
the work of  faith with power” (2 Th 1:11).  

Giving the Kingdom. When talking 

about His good pleasure, the above 
considerations are only parts of the whole.  

The grand summation of His doing good 
toward us will occur in the world to come.  
There, when there is no hindrance, no 

flesh to contend with, no barrier between 
God and man, no fight of faith and no 
need for armor,  we will see of a truth that 
at His  right hand are pleasures for 

evermore. This  is the aim, the final 
destination for the saints  of God.  As Jesus 
has said, “It is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom.” 

He Will Give You the Kingdom
The word “kingdom” speaks of rule, a 
reign, dominance. It involves a king and 
subjects. In God’s  kingdom God is the 

King.  As the psalmist said, “For God is my 
King of old, working salvation in the midst 
of the earth” (Ps 74:12). Currently, the 

k i n g d o m o f G o d i s u n d e r t h e 
administration of the Lord’s Christ.  When 
God raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand, Jesus was 

inaugurated as the King.  He has been 
given all authority in heaven and on earth 
(Mt 28:18). 

The Kingdom of Christ. Jesus’  
“administration” is  “suitable to the fulness 

of times” now that all things are being 
gathered together in Him. His  reign will 
last “till he hath put all enemies under His 
feet” (1 Cor 15:25). Death, the last enemy 

to be defeated, will be thoroughly 
annihilated at the resurrection of the just 
and the unjust and will it be thrown into 

the lake of fire with its residents (Rev 
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20:14). When all things are subjected under the Son, then the Son will hand over the kingdom to His Father (1 Cor 15:24,28).  This is  the 
kingdom that will be given to the saints. This is the kingdom that they will inherit. And this is according to God’s good pleasure.

Given to the Saints.  The young man, Daniel, while in a foreign country was given a vision pertaining to the kingdom of  God: 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
Him near before Him. And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14)

While this  is,  no doubt, speaking of the Lord’s Christ, shortly thereafter Daniel sees things pertaining to the saints  of God. It is this text 
that is similar to the words of our Lord. “But the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess  the kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever,” says Daniel (Dan 7:18).  “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 

shall be given to the people of the saints  of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him” (Dan 7:27). While I do not profess to know all the intricacies and details of such a grand enterprise, I do know that the saints 
shall possess the kingdom. They shall be given the kingdom. And it is the Father’s good pleasure to give it to them.

A Kingdom Yet Future in its  Fullness. While we have already been translated in the kingdom of God’s dear Son (Col 1:13) we still 

look forward to our full reception of it when “an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 1:11). We look forward to, even long for, that day. For God has “chosen the poor of this world” to be 

“rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him” (Jas  2:5). The kingdom has  been promised to us 
and it is the Father’s good pleasure to give it to us!

He Will Give  it to “You” Faithful. Now the kingdom is not for all men, but for those that love Him. It is for those on the King’s right 

hand who ministered to Him and His people. To them the King shall say, “Come, ye blessed of My Father,  inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world” (Mt 25:34).  But to the others that King shall say, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his  angels” (Mt 25:41). The kingdom will be given to those who love the Lord,  serve Him and even suffer 

with Him. For if they suffer with Him, they shall certainly be glorified with Him (Rom 8:17). The kingdom is for the faithful, for “we are 
not of them who draw back unto perdition but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” (Heb 10:39).  Therefore, we are “receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be moved” (Heb 12:28).  

Reigning. The kingdom of God is  one of reigning and for those 
to whom the kingdom is  given, also shall be given a measure of 

reigning. Jesus spoke a parable saying, “Well done, good slave, 
because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be 
in authority over ten cities” (Lk 19:17). To one the king promised 
authority over ten cities  and to another authority over five cities 

(Lk 19:19). This is talk of inheritance and reigning over that 
inheritance. This is  kingdom talk.  God is preparing us for big 
things, such as  judging the world and judging angels  (1 Cor 6:2-3).   

It is high time for the people of God to consider the things  which 
have been spoken concerning them. The time for small thinking 
and small expectations has got to stop; it is robbing the people of 

their hope and keeping them in the dark. It is  the Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom!

Statement of  Purpose
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and 

lifted up. Our purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation 
of  God, and the ways of  God through the word of  God. The 
purpose of  this magazine is to preach the gospel through writing.

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for 
spiritual reasons, not topographical reasons. (We live by the 
Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” is actually a sand 

dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen and 
heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling in 
heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will show 

His people many precious things. This magazine will serve as a 
report of  those things which He has shown us. And that which we 
have received from the Lord, we will declare unto you. Fear Not, Little Flock!


