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The Lord God Has Spoken!

“The lion hath roared, who will not fear? 
the Lord God hath spoken, who can but 
prophesy?” (Amos 3:8)
The roaring lion appropriately strikes fear 
into the hearts of those within the sound 
of his voice. It is a sort of “natural” 
reaction. Likewise, when those within the 
sound of the voice of God hear Him 
speak, it is “natural” for them to declare 
it from the rooftops. If God has spoken 
they must tell of what He has said. The 
apostles could not stop speaking about 
what they had seen and heard 
concerning Jesus (Acts 4:20) for their 
faith in God demanded that they declare 
the gospel (2 Cor 4:13). Also, the 
prophets, being led by the spirit of Christ 
within them (1 Pet 1:11) faithfully 
preached what God had revealed to 
them (Amos 3:7). The ministry of these 
men, both apostles and prophets alike, 
has benefited the followers of Christ 
beyond expression. Imagine, for a 
moment, the dreadful condition we would 
be in if the Lord had spoken...and no one 
prophesied. Now, rejoice that they did.
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OUR COMMON SALVATION
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” (Jude 3)
 Participation! The apostle’s doctrine speaks in familiar terms to the 
saints. They can relate to what is written because the experience of  salvation 
is common to all believers: suffering, joy, the fight of  faith etc. The whole 
church can understand these things because they are all experiencing them. 

Unity and oneness are found not in fleshly similarities (age, gender, race) but 
in the communion of  the Spirit. Therefore, relate to one another on the basis 
of  spiritual life rather than fleshly demographics. 

	 Unity! Because the word of  God is powerful to sustain ALL believers 
in the walk of  faith it must be proclaimed consistently. There is need to relate 
to believers on the basis of  their heavenly, not earthly, citizenship because that 

is where unity is found. The modern infatuation for worldly, earthy 
illustrations, I fear, confesses of  a closer association with the world than with 
God and genders division more than anything else (and divisions that have 

been broken down in Christ). God is able to save ALL 

those who draw near to Him, whether they be rich or 
poor, male or female, royalty or barbarian. God is 
reconciling ALL believers to Himself  in ONE new 

man. There is only one faith (Eph 4:5) and we must 
contend earnestly for it. This salvation is a common to 
all believers and so, we write about it.
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IT IS WRITTEN.. .

The Life of Elijah (Part 1)
by DeRonte Polite

Elijah was a prophet of GOD, at times  referred to as the “man of GOD.” The LORD used Elijah to do many awesome things from 
miracles to declaring the word of the LORD against the king of Israel and his  armies. Over the next few studies  we will read and draw 
application from the events that surrounded the life of  the prophet Elijah. 

And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the Lord God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my 
word." Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "Get away from here and turn 
eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. And it will be that 
you shall drink from the brook, and I  have commanded the ravens to feed you there." So 
he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook 
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the 
morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook. And it 
happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land. 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and dwell there. See, I  have commanded a widow there to provide for you." So he 
arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow 
was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, "Please bring me a little water 
in a cup, that I  may drink." And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, 
"Please bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." So she said, "As the Lord your God 
lives, I  do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, 
I  am gathering a couple of sticks that I  may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, 
that we may eat it, and die." And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have 
said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make 
some for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'The bin of flour 
shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on 
the earth.' " So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and 
her household ate for many days. The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil 
run dry, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elijah. (1 Kings 17:1-16, 
NKJV)

This is some really good stuff. Let's go back through it and make a few points and personal application to our own lives.

1 Kings 17:1
And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain 
these years, except at my word." Ahab was the king of Israel during the life of Elijah. The Books of 1 & 2 Kings are categorized in the 

history portion of the Old Testament. Like it's  name, the Books of 1 & 2 Kings give details  of the reign of the kings of Israel and 
Judah. Whenever the text introduces a new king they always mention if they were a good king or a bad king. Well, the description for 
Ahab in 1 Kings 16:30 says that Ahab “did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him.” Israel had some 
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IT IS WRITTEN.. .

wicked kings before Ahab came along. If 
you go back and read there are not many 
of them that were described as  doing 
“good in the sight of the LORD.” So, 

with all the wicked kings that came 
before Ahab, Ahab still topped them all. 
This is just to give you a look into the 

character of Ahab.  Simply put...Ahab 
was a very wicked man. He set up alters 
for false gods, made wooden images of 

false gods, and served and worshiped 
these false gods. Ahab was a wicked man.

So here we see Elijah going to Ahab the 

wicked king and pronouncing judgment on 
the land in the name of the LORD by 
proclaiming that there would not be any 
dew nor rain for “these years” except at the 

word of Elijah. This was major judgment 
because no rain (not even any dew!) means 
loss of water, food and many other 

necessities in order for people to live. I 
think it is awesome to see Elijah's 
relationship with GOD, in that the 

judgment was spoken and would remain 
until Elijah said so. In the New Testament 
book of James we see Elijah's involvement 
with this judgment as James 5:17 reads:

“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 
and he prayed earnestly that it would not 
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three 

years and six months.” 
So, the New Testament Scripture confirms 
that it was at Elijah's  word through earnest 

prayer that the drought occurred. He 
prayed earnestly and GOD heard his 
prayer and allowed it to come to pass.

1 Kings 17:2-6
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
"Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide 
by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. 
And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, 

and I have commanded the ravens to feed you 

there." So he went and did according to the word of 
the Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook 
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. The ravens 
brought him bread and meat in the morning, and 

bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from 
the brook.

Now, if any of you are familiar with Elijah 
and some of the things that he did, you 
would know that he is  considered to be a 

great prophet of GOD and did many 
awesome things. But the five verses that we 
just read,  they are the key to him being 
labeled a “great” prophet or man of GOD. 

Verse 2 says  “then the word of the LORD 
came to him (Elijah),” and verse 5 says, “so 
he (Elijah) went and did according to the 

word of the LORD.” Elijah was not a 
great man in and of himself. If Elijah is 
considered to be a great man or prophet of 

GOD it is because when the word of the 
LORD came to him, he “went and did” 
according to what GOD had said. That's 
it. If there is a secret,  that's the secret. He 

just did whatever GOD said for him to do. 
G u e s s  wh at ? We h ave th e s a m e 
opportunity everyday to be like Elijah. We 

have the opportunity to do what GOD has 
spoken and what GOD has spoken is in 
HIS Word. Earlier we read James 5:17 and 

James said that “Elijah was a man with a 
nature like ours,” meaning that he was 
human just like us...Elijah was not a 
superhuman...Elijah just followed the word 

of the LORD as it came to him...and I 
submit to you that we have the opportunity 
to do the same everyday. If we are going to 

church and being hearers  of the word only 
and not doers of the word (James  1:22) 
then we are not following the example of 

Elijah...we are not following the example of 
JESUS! So as we see, it wasn't really that 
Elijah did great things, it's more like GOD 
did great things  through Elijah and to 

Elijah, because as the word of the LORD 
came to Elijah, Elijah did according to that 
word. GOD can do great things through 
and to us also if we humble ourselves  in 

the same manner of  Elijah.

Also, in verses 2:-6 we see GOD's provision 

and how GOD will be sure the take care of 
what is  HIS. Remember that Elijah gave 
the prophecy/judgment to Ahab the king 

of Israel.  Undoubtedly the king of Israel 
was probably very angry and maybe even 
sought the life of Elijah so GOD tells 
Elijah, “get away from here and turn 

eastward,  and hide by the Brook Cherith..” 
We see GOD's provision here in keeping 
Elijah safe from harm and danger. GOD 

provides for what is HIS. If you are HIS, 
HE will provide for you too. 

Furthermore GOD tells Elijah that HE 
had “commanded the ravens to feed 
[Elijah] there.” Here we see GOD's 
sovereignty over HIS creation. Yes...GOD 

is in control...so much so...that HE 
commanded the ravens to feed Elijah. 
Verse 6 says that ravens brought Elijah 

bread and meat in the morning and 
evening and that Elijah drank from the 
brook. Once again,  we see GOD's 

provision as HE commanded the ravens  to 
provide food for Elijah. Yes, GOD provides 
for what is HIS. If you are HIS, HE will 
provide for you too. (if you are not sure 

that you are HIS, email me and we can 
talk about it.)

1 Kings 17:7 
And it happened after a while that the brook dried 

up, because there had been no rain in the land.

Here we see that the word that Elijah 

spoke came to past. He said that there 
would be no rain in the land and there 
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IT IS WRITTEN.. .

wasn't;  therefore the brook dried up. 
Earlier we spoke about GOD's  sovereignty 
and provision over HIS creation. We know 
that GOD sent Elijah to the brook and 

although there is a drought we know that 
GOD had the power to sustain the brook 
so that it would not dry up and continue to 

provide for Elijah. But, we see that GOD 
allowed the brook to dry up. GOD allowed 
everything to run its  course. This is a good 

time to make application. Sometimes 
GOD will allow things in your life to dry 
up, in order to move you on to somewhere 
else. This could play out in many different 

scenarios. It could be a career,  relationship, 
or even physical possessions. Sometimes 
the very place that GOD has  sent you, to 

provide for you, was only for a little while. 
Maybe HE allows it to dry up so that you 
will be all ears to HIS next set of 

instructions. Maybe HE has something else 
for you to do and therefore HE will allow 
the brook that once provided for you, to 
provide for you no longer. 

1 Kings 17:8-10
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
"Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 
and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow 

there to provide for you." So he arose and went to 
Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the 
city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. 

And he called to her and said, "Please bring me a 
little water in a cup, that I may drink."

Verse 8 starts  out with “then the word of 
the LORD came to him (Elijah)” and verse 
10 starts with “so he (Elijah) arose and 
went”. As  we go through the life of Elijah 

we will see this as  a running theme...GOD 
spoke and Elijah did according to what 
GOD spoke.  Elijah was  not a great 

prophet/man in and of himself, but only 
through obeying the instruction of the 

LORD. This is  something that all of us can 
grow in and apply to our lives.  GOD 
speaks and we adhere to HIS instruction.

Once again we see GOD's provision and 
sovereignty. Yes, the brook dried up but 
GOD is not dried up and HE takes care of 

what is  HIS. The GOD who commanded 
the ravens to provide for Elijah has now 
commanded a widow in the town of 

Zarephath to provide for Elijah.

1 Kings 17:11-12
And as she was going to get it, he called to her and 
said, "Please bring me a morsel of bread in your 

hand." So she said, "As the Lord your God lives, I 
do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, 
and a little oil in a jar; and see, I  am gathering a 
couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for 

myself  and my son, that we may eat it, and die." 

Remember, GOD, in HIS sovereignty, told 

Elijah that HE commanded the widow to 
provide for Elijah (verse 9). You would 
think that the widow would be right there 

waiting to provide for Elijah.  You would 
think that she would have gladly responded 
with a “yes” to Elijah's  request for a morsel 
of bread. It is important for us to recognize 

GOD's foreknowledge in considering HIS 
sovereignty. I'm sure that this woman was 
not the only widow in the area, but GOD 

knew that this  widow would adhere to the 
word of the LORD and provide for Elijah. 
Or...maybe GOD opened up her heart to 

heed the things spoken by Elijah as GOD 
did with Lydia in Acts 16...however so,  I 
think this example expands our view on 
GOD's sovereignty and how it plays out in 

the lives  of HIS creation. Maybe GOD 
commanded you to care for someone and 
you didn't even recognize it?

1 Kings 17:12-16
So she said, "As the Lord your God lives, I do not 

have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and a 
little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple 
of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 

and my son, that we may eat it, and die." And 
Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you 
have said, but make me a small cake from it first, 
and bring it to me; and afterward make some for 

yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord God 
of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used up, 
nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the 

Lord sends rain on the earth.' " So she went away 
and did according to the word of Elijah; and she 
and he and her household ate for many days. The 

bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil 
run dry, according to the word of the Lord which 
He spoke by Elijah.

*I love this  particular portion of Scripture. 
The widow goes on and on about how little 
she has and how she was  going to prepare 

that little bit for her and her son's last meal. 
The widow is distraught and her words are 
of a person with absolutely no hope.  Her 

circumstances  snatched all of her hope 
away. I wonder how often this happens to 
u s . How o f ten do we a l low our 
circumstances  to take away our hope and 

joy? How often do we focus on ourselves, 
the little that we have, and “the much” that 
we don't have....how often do we focus on 

those things and lose all hope? I must 
a d m i t t h a t w h e n I f o c u s o n 
myself...well...no hope is the only option. 

Man has no hope when man's hope is 
man...period.

Concerning verse 13: Elijah said “Do not 

fear...” Why? Verse 14...Because GOD 
says.....! You don't even have to finish the 
rest of it. You can fill in the blanks with the 

details from your personal life but I 
encourage you; DO NOT FEAR! Why? 
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IT IS WRITTEN.. .

BECAUSE GOD SAYS! This is so 
awesome because Elijah instructed her to 
first take the little bit that she has and give 
it to him...in giving to the man of GOD 

she was essentially giving to GOD as the 
man of GOD spoke that which was 
instructed by GOD. Then Elijah instructed 

her to make some for her and her son and 
the promise came that her “handful of 
flour” would not be used up nor would the 

“little oil in a jar” run dry until it rained 
again. Let's  remember that there is a 
drought in the land and this widow only 
had enough ingredients  to fix one last meal 

for her and her son and after that they will 
not have anything else to eat. But the man 
of GOD comes along and speaks the 

words of GOD that contained a promise. 
The words  of GOD gave hope to the one 
with no hope. The one who could only see 

death was now able to see life because of 
the word of the LORD. The words of 
GOD are life! Speak the words of GOD 
whenever and wherever no hope, death 

and destruction exist...speak the words of 
GOD and hope...and life will spring forth! 
Speak the words  of GOD to others....speak 

the words of  GOD to yourself ! 

Notice that she was instructed to give what 

she had first.  She was instructed to give her 
little. She gave to GOD first.  This  is a clear 
picture of GOD doing what HE does. 
Throughout the course of history we see 

GOD taking little and make abundance 
from it. With man this is impossible, but 
with GOD all things are possible. The last 

I heard HE is the LORD, the GOD of all 
flesh and nothing is too hard for HIM 
(Jeremiah 32:27). I know how we can feel 

sometimes. We look at our possessions...we 
look at where we came from...we look at 
who we are...and we determine that we 
only have a little...we determine that we 

don't bring much to the table...that nothing 
good can come from the little that we 
have...and this  is  true...but when you give 
whatever you have to GOD...no matter 

how small it is.. .HE can make it 
abundance...HE can use your little to care 
for many...HE can use you...little ol' 

you...to provide for many...the key is  to give 
to HIM first....give you to HIM first...give 
what you have to HIM first...and HE can 

do great things...and you nor anyone else 
can take glory from it because you know 
that it was HE who did the work.

Concerning verses  15 & 16: the widow, 
through faith, did according to the word of 
Elijah and she, Elijah, and her household 

ate for many days. Not one day...not two 
days...but many days. Oh..yeah...the 
drought lasted for three years and six 

months. I can't quantify “many days”...but 
it does not matter because she only had 
enough for one meal...one day at 
most...but because of GOD it lasted 

“many days.” Once again we see GOD's 
provision. Let's also understand that 
everything mentioned in this study 

happens through FAITH...through trusting 
in what GOD has said. GOD told Elijah to 
go to a brook and ravens  would feed him. 

Well, Elijah believed GOD and he went to 
that brook and the ravens feed him twice a 
day. Elijah did not limit GOD by saying, 
“ravens? Feed me? Yeah right?” Elijah 

knew that GOD was GOD and what HE 
says  HE means no matter how crazy we as 
humans  might think it sounds. In this 

realm, in our human wisdom and logic, 
many things  concerning GOD just doesn't 
make sense...and without FAITH it will 

never make sense. FAITH believes and 
trusts GOD because...well...just because 
HE is  GOD. GOD told the widow that if 
she just gave away the little that she had 

then what she had would not run out. 
Through FAITH she believed GOD and 
HE provided for her and all who were with 
her. GLORY TO GOD!

My final exhortation is simple...TRUST 
GOD! Earlier I encouraged you to speak 

the words  of GOD in your life and in the 
lives  of others...well...it takes FAITH to do 
that. It is  not a method or a magical 

formula...it is pure, genuine,  wholehearted 
belief and trust that GOD is and GOD 
does  what HE says HE does....period. 
Through faith you can consciously be 

a w a r e o f G O D ' s p r ov i s i o n a n d 
sovereignty...glorifying HIM all along the 
way. So.. . i f GOD says go to the 

brook...GO...and if GOD says leave the 
brook...LEAVE...and if GOD says give all 
you have...GIVE. 

A Heavenly Mindset
Temptation begins with a thought. “Then 
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will 
not surely die’” (Gen 3:4). If Satan can get 
your mind thinking in the wrong direction 
by alluring you with the lusts of deceit, he 
can then watch as you fulfill those fleshly 
desires. A mind set on the world will pass 
away with it. “For all that is in the world - 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life - is not of the Father 
but is of the world. And the world is 
passing away” (1 Jn 2:16-17). Thus the 
greatest commandment is to “love the Lord 
your God with all your heart...soul 
and...mind” (Mt 22:37). A mind that 
drifts into the things of the world will 
surely be captivated by the god of this 
world. Come up higher. Labor to keep a 
heavenly and holy mindset - a mind 
focused on things above, not on things on 
the earth (Col 3:1-2). And God will keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Him.
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS 

Sober Thoughts
• “When being harassed by contentious men it is appropriately to say like 

Nehemiah, ‘I am doing a great work and cannot come down.’” (T. McCulfor)

• “The new covenant, and the provision therein, requires the Lord of  glory. In it 
men are delivered from the sufferings of  this present world by being seated with Christ 

in heavenly places. They are then called to set their affections there. They are oriented 
for heaven and the glory that is to be revealed. This hope of  glory is an anchor that 

stabilizes the soul.” (P. Woods)

• “When people see JESUS and believe on HIM, it does not matter what needs to 
happen next...they won't have an issue repenting...or being baptized...or loving their 

enemy...or forsaking all to follow CHRIST...stop dumbing salvation down to a 5 step 
process like its a drug rehab program...there is so much more to be had.” (D. Polite)

• No one in the Scripture was ever told to make Jesus their Lord. God made Jesus 

“both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). The issue is whether or not men bow down to 
Him. (P. Woods)

• “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an 

appeal through us; we beg you on behalf  of  Christ, be reconciled to God.” Through 
us, God appeals to men to be reconciled to Him. Those who are seeking God with all 

of  their hearts will respond to the message of  the gospel. We don't have to adjust the 
message to appeal to those who are not seeking God. God does not need our input on 

His message and His plan. (P. Sutton)

“I Am Not Ashamed of  the Gospel”
     The apostle Paul stated these words at the beginning of  his letter to the church in Rome (1:16) and an innumerable company of  

faithful brethren have been able to echo them ever since. Uttering these words requires faith on the part of  the preacher. He must 

believe that the gospel is, in fact, enough to call the dead to life, enough to bring understanding to those in darkness, enough to 
sustain the thirsty soul, and enough to save the believer. In short, he must believe that the gospel is the power of  God unto salvation. 

     Has God been shortsighted in His provisional means of  saving them that believe? Has He failed to equip men with all things 
necessary for life (eternal life) and godliness? Do believers need men to develop strategies, customs, traditions, even commandments 

to bring them closer to God because of  a deficit left by preaching? God forbid! Where men require something other than the 

declaration of  the Son of  God’s work both on earth and in heaven it is because that declaration has not been received or believed. 
Today people look to ministers for almost everything but preaching the word - a request the apostles refused to comply with (Acts 

6:2-4). 
     The sad reality is that preachers often desire the salvation of  their hearers more than the hearers themselves. Even so, do not be 

ashamed of  the gospel, preacher! Believe! The gospel IS the power of  God unto salvation to all those who believe. When you preach 

it with clarity and love, those who believe will be saved. The people of  God will come out to hear those who are not ashamed of  the 
gospel. They will come out of  their cities like those who came out to John the baptist (Mt 3:1-5). To be sure, those who desire 

something else will make their desires known but they only judge themselves unworthy of  eternal life (Acts 13:46). Do not be moved 
from your calling. For God has ordained the preaching of  the gospel as the means and message through which believers are saved. 

Believe that and preach!

THE KINGDOM OF GOD: 
Like a Treasure, Like a 

Pearl

“Again, the kingdom of  heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and hid; and 
for joy over it he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. 
Again, the kingdom of  heaven is 
like a merchant seeking beautiful 
pearls, who, when he had found one 
pearl of  great price, went and sold 
all that he had and bought it.” 

(Matthew 13:44-46, NKJV)

Consider, for a moment, the 
kingdom of  God! That precious 
economy wherein God rules in 
righteousness. Seek it! Sell all 
you have and buy it! Find great 
joy!
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ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND TEACH

Jesus answered and 
said unto them, “This is 
the work of God, that ye 
believe on Him whom 
He hath sent” (John 
6:29)

Introduction
I have heard it been said, “The Lord works 

in mysterious ways.” This confession is one 
made out of ignorance. When we entered 
into the work of God, through Christ, we 

left a position of doubt and mystery and 
entered an environment in which 
knowledge and faith thrive unto eternal 
life. It is not a good confession to be among 

those who “know not God.” People like 
this  will not be spared but rather the wrath 
of God will come upon them, and they will 

be destroyed (1 Th 2:8). To not know God 
is  not an innocent condition, God has had 
mercy and shown forbearance up until 

know, but this will not be the case forever. 
People like this must repent of their sin and 
turn from their wickedness and ignorance 
of the ways of God. The Lord has 

expressed Himself clearly in His Son, Jesus 
Christ, who was “lifted up” and is  currently 
“drawing“ all men to Himself (Jn 12:32). 

The only way for a person not to be saved 
is  to reject the One drawing them. In other 
words,  to “neglect so great salvation” (Heb 

2:3) and “judge yourself unworthy of 
everlasting life” (Acts 13:46).

The Lord has  been gracious in delivering 
us from the state of those who “knew not 
God” to ones who can say, “we know that 
we are of God, and the whole world lieth 

in wickedness. And we know that the Son 
of God is  come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know Him 

that is true, and we are in Him that is true, 
even in His Son Jesus Christ. This  is  the 
true God, and eternal life” (1 Jn 5:19-20). 

We have come to know God! How glorious 
it is  to know Him that is true! As we 
become increasingly familiar with who 
God is (what He likes and dislikes, what 

His  preferences are) His work also begins 
to become familiar to us as well; but not in 
such a way that it becomes mundane and 

calculated.  We see God working and 
rejoice and shout, because we can 
recognize His work and we can see the 

glory of it. If a person cannot see the glory 
of the work of God, then they cannot see 
the glory of God, and they will continue to 
fall deeper into the snare of the devil, until 

they turn to the Lord and see “the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of  Jesus Christ” (2 Cor 4:6).

It is by faith that we see what God is doing 
and comprehend His  work. We do well to 

make a big deal about believing God. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he that comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him” (Heb 11:6). It is only by faith that we 
gain access to the things  that God has for 

us, His people. If an attempt is made to 

come to God by any other means, other 
than faith in the One whom He sent, God 
utterly rejects it.  “Verily, verily, I  say unto 
you,  He that entereth not by the door into 

the sheepfold, but climeth up some other 
way, the same is  a thief and a robber” (Joh 
10:1). Their attempts will be scattered with 

their language just as those on the plain of 
Shinar (Gen 11:9). The explanation for all 
the division in the Christian community is 

attributed to the attempts of some to 
“climb up some other way”. It is  a way that 
does  not put an emphasis  on the word of 
God and belief in the Son of God, a way 

that takes the focus off of God and puts an 
undue emphasis  on the works of men. The 
importance of faith in spiritual life for the 

child of God cannot be overstated. “For we 
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). 

The Work of God
The work of believing God is  so integral in 

salvation that the Lord could not just solely 
rely on the efforts of men. God Himself 
had to work for men to believe Him. Jesus 

said, “Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth,  but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for Him 

hath God the Father sealed” (Jn 6:27).  This 
command can only be understood and 
carried out by faith. Some people with 

Jesus then asked Him, “What shall we do, 
that we might work the works  of God?” 
Jesus answered and said unto them, “This 

is  the work of God,  that ye believe on Him 
whom He hath sent” (Jn 6:28-29).  What a 

THE WORK OF GOD
by Erik Olmsted
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ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND TEACH

glorious  revelation of the Father’s purpose, 
intention, and work! Let us be aware that 
the Savior Jesus does not say, “This  is the 
work that God has given you to do.” 

Although, some versions  do state it this 
way; “This is the only work God wants 
from you” (NLT), “This is  to do the work 

of God” (BBE), “This is above all the 
things that God requires” (WEY). These 
translations  do not seem to address the 

principal that Jesus is actually speaking 
about. Jesus He meant that God has been 
working for men to believe.

When God undertook the project of saving 
mankind from sin and death, He had to 
have a means by which He could save 

them. There had to be conditions  of 
salvation. God is righteous and He cannot 
just pretend like men did nothing wrong, 

when in fact He is  greatly offended by their 
sin. “Thou are of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity” (Hab 1:13).  God’s means of 

salvation is stated plainly this side of the 
cross, as He has revealed it through His 
Son: “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God: not of works lest any man 
should boast” (Eph 2:8-9). Every part of 

salvation is a gift of God. To be clear this 
does  include the faith that is spoken about 
here. Men have struggled to understand 
how this could be so. They say things  such 

as, “how can God give faith to some and 
not to others?” To which we shall all reply, 
“What shall we say then? Is there 

u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s  w i t h G o d ? G o d 
forbid” (Rom 9:14).  Brethren, salvation is 
too important to have to rely solely upon 

ourselves. We ought to welcome and 
readily receive the notion that the Lord of 
glory has considered us  worthy, through 

His  Son, and is  forward to “help thou mine 
unbelief ” (Mk 9:24).

It is  the work of God.  Throughout all the 

scripture it is  clear that God has  labored to 
get men to believe. God said to Moses 
commenting on the people not entering 

into the land, which was  promised them, 
“How long will this people provoke me? 
And how long will it be ere they believe 

me, for all the signs  which I have shewed 
among them?” (Num 14:11) God’s intense 
desire was  for men to believe Him, because 
those who believe shall be saved. “For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this  is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 Jn 

5:4). Mankind failing to overcome does  not 
glorify God.

There is great opposition to our faith.  The 
devil’s main work is to get us  to not believe. 
He will employ a number of crafty tactics 
to shift our focus from “the simplicity that 

is  in Christ” (2 Cor 11:3). If Satan can get 
our eyes removed from Jesus or get us  to 
believe in a Jesus that was not sent from 

God, then we will not overcome. It is 
certainly good news that God is  working 
for us to believe.  God, as we labor together 

with Him, continues  to set forth His great 
and magnificent promises,  so that we might 
walk by faith and be saved by hope. 

Ye Believe
Faith finds its place specifically and 
exclusively in the Son of God. When the 
scripture speaks about faith (or believing) it 

is  overwhelmingly speaking about whom 
you believe, not what you believe. So, when 
men may say things  such as, “what do you 

believe?” or “what faith are you?” they are 
missing the point, for these types of 

questions and more of a hindrance than 
help. The real issue is “do you believe in 
Christ?” There are so many things to 
distract. And unless  focus and faith is 

placed exclusively on Christ, failure will 
occur. “Thou are careful and troubled 
about many things: but one thing is 

needful” (Lk 10:41). We must be willing to 
have a “one thing” frame of mind.  A 
person who has  their entire purpose set 

towards Christ “hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away” (Lk 
10:42). We must labor to believe God.

Belief is  where the work of God and the 
work of men merge, meaning that both 
parties are laboring to believe. God is 

providing promises to believe, and then 
grace to help us  believe, and at the same 
time is it “your faith” or as Jesus said, “ye 

believe.” God cannot believe on behalf of 
anyone,  but at the same time no one can 
believe in Christ without God getting 
involved. “No man can come to Me, except 

the Father which hath sent me draw 
Him” (Jn 6:44). This does not excuse men 
from coming to God, but anyone who 

comes to Christ does so because God drew 
them. God and Christ are both working 
and drawing men to themselves. Yet with 

all this  work of God, men still have to 
come to Him. It is “you” who have 
received Christ and you are to walk in Him 
(Col 2:6), you have to deny yourself take 

up your cross and follow Christ (Mt 16:24, 
Lk 9:23, Mk 8:34). The point is  this: that a 
follower of Jesus has something to do. We 

must labor to believe.

He Was Sent
There is  another gospel being preached in 
our day. This message does  not emphasize 

that Jesus is the One who was sent by God. 
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The main thing about this  Jesus is that He 
can help you with all your problems. If you 
are sick he can heal you, if you are poor he 
can make you rich, if your favorite sports 

team needs to win he can give them a win, 
if  your marriage is  failing he can fix it, 
the list goes on and on. The real Jesus 

does  not have any problem with any of 
t h e s e t h i n g s ,  h o w e v e r, t h i s  i s 
fundamentally NOT how the kingdom of 

God works. Jesus operates according to 
the will of God not according to the need 
of men. “I come to do they will,  O 
God” (Heb 10). Jesus did not come down 

out of heaven to an environment full of 
wickedness  and corruption to make life 
on this earth more pleasant for us. The 

Word was not made flesh for the whole 
world to have an opportunity for the 
American dream. Jesus Christ came 

because God sent Him. 

What significance is there in the Jesus that 
was sent by God? The Jesus that was sent 

by God is  the one who is  spoken of in the 
scriptures. It is safe to have faith placed in 
the Christ that God sent. The “Servant” 

spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, was the 
same who was sent by God as our Savior 
(Isa 41-53). Jesus who was sent by God 

fulfills  all these scriptures. The One 
whom God would send would be a 
Prophet to whom the people would 
hearken (Deut 18:15). The Lord’s Christ 

would be the One to “finish the 
transgression, and make an end of sins, 
and make reconciliation for iniquity, and 

to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy” (Dan 9:24).  The 

Christ who was sent is  the One in whom 
are hid all treasures  of wisdom and 
knowledge (Col 2:3) the One who has 
preeminence (Col 1:18), and by whom we 

have all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places (Eph 1:3).  We must labor to see and 
believe in the One whom God has sent. We 
must exclaim like the man of God that 

David was, after being prompted by God 

on this wise “When thou sadist, ‘Seek ye 
My face’; my heart said unto thee,  ‘Thy 
face, Lord, will I seek’” (Ps 27:8). This will 
be our quest until the Lord comes  and we 

“see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2).

SEEKING THE KINGDOM OF GOD
The kingdom of  God is precious. It is worthy of  all man’s efforts to obtain it. No one 
will enjoy the benefits of  the kingdom or comprehend its value without looking for 
and finding it. This is not a kingdom of  coercion. No one is forced into it by another.  
In fact the opposite is true. “And from the days of  John the Baptist until the present 
time, the kingdom of  heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by 
force [as a precious prize – a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most 
ardent zeal and intense exertion.]” (Mt 11:12, AMP). The kingdom of  God is so 
beneficial and pleasing to man that they force their way into it. With strong impulse 
like never before people are striving and determined to enter into the kingdom of  
God, because it is like finding a treasure, even a pearl of  great price.
     Priority: “Seek First His Kingdom.”  A desire for God and His kingdom is 
characteristic of  His people. They seek Him. Jesus told his disciples to “seek first 
His kingdom” (Mt 6:33). It must have prominence in our priorities and it must be 
sought after diligently.  Again Jesus told His followers to “Strive to enter through the 
narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able” (Lk 13:24). 
No one will stumble into the kingdom of  heaven, it must be sought after. We must 
strive. We must be “diligent to enter that rest” (Heb 4:11).  Those living for God say 
things like, “I long for Your salvation, O Lord, and Your law is my delight” (Ps 
119:174). Like Paul, they “count all things to be loss in view of  the surpassing value 
of  knowing Christ Jesus” (Php 3:8).  Kingdom concerns are top priority in their 
thinking. The kingdom is sought “first.”  
     Faith: “A Better Country.”  Those seeking His kingdom live by faith. They are 
living with spiritual realities in view. Like Moses who left Egypt, they too are in the 
wilderness living by faith, “as seeing Him who is unseen” (Heb. 11:27). They are 
assured “of  things hoped for” and convinced “of  things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). They 
confess that this world and its kingdoms are not the primary ones. Their hearts are 
not set here. They are like Abraham looking for the city “whose architect and builder 
is God.” They confess themselves to be “strangers and exiles on earth” and “they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.” For this reason God is not ashamed 
to be called their God; for” praise God, “He has prepared a city for them” (Heb. 
11:9-16).
     Focus: “Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus.”  Seeking the kingdom involves complete 
devotion to Christ Himself, the King. It involves laying “aside every encumbrance 
and the sin which so easily entangles us.” It involves running “with endurance the 
race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1-2). It is fixing our “eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of  faith.” Every effort must be made to rid our lives of  the distractions of  
this world that we might have eternal life in the world to come. Moses chose rather 
“to endure ill-treatment with the people of  God than to enjoy the passing pleasures 
of  sin...for he was looking to the reward” (Heb. 11:25-26). Seeking the kingdom is 
first priority; it is sought after by faith and requires diligent focus on the goal.
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

“Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness for they 
shall be filled” (Mt 5:6)
     
One thought that keeps filling me about 
the Lord, the thought that He draws near 
to those who draw near to Him. As we seek 

after the Lord and come close to Him, He 
reveals  more of Himself to us and brings 
us closer.

     A Heart that can be Filled. Let us 
consider this  truth: “Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness for they 
shall be filled.” There is a blessing 
promised to those that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness (God’s righteousness, 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s i n o u r o w n l i ve s , 
righteousness in brethren) and that promise 
is  the God will fill you. This promise isn’t 

that you will be given some, it is  that you 
will be filled.  You will be given as  much as 
you can contain. When describing God’s 

way of giving, he is described as one “who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach”. 
God has an abundance to give and He 
wants  to do so. I believe one of the reasons 

He has given us a new heart is that we 
needed one that could contain more. 
Ezekiel proclaimed that God would take 

out our heart of stone and replace it with a 
heart of flesh. Our heart of stone could 
not expand but the new one placed within 

us can be enlarged. We know that this 
heart can be enlarged because David prays 
for that very thing to happen in Psalm 

119:31-32, he says “I shall run the way of 
your commandments,  for you shall enlarge 
my heart”. David expresses here what 
every believer is capable of if God enlarges 

your heart. God fills and enlarges  your 
heart with good things as you thirst and 
hunger for righteousness and you are able 

to fulfill His commands. 

     Praying with this in Mind. 

Consider some of the things that the 
brethren prayed to be filled with. These are 
good prayers to pray.  They prayed that 
Christ would dwell in their hearts through 

faith, to be rooted and grounded in love, to 
know the love of Christ, and above all this 
to be filled with all the fullness of God. 

When I think of being filled with all the 
fullness  of God I think of this  in the sense 
of God pouring things into my cup and it 

running over. I view this as a descriptive of 
me being filled and that fullness coming 
from the Lord. The prayer for the 
Philippians was that they would be filled 

with the fruits of righteousness which are 
by Jesus  Christ, approving the things that 
are excellent and being sincere and without 

offense till the day of  Christ. 

     Provision from Above. God will put 

these things in us. They don’t come from 
within us. We are first made new so that we 
are able to contain all that God has to give, 
then he fills us according to our hunger 

and thirst. Like a new wineskin and an 
expandable heart, we are given the ability 
to receive as  much as  we want from the 

Lord. We rejoice that have a generous God 
and one who wants  to fill us with good 

things, we have only to seek after the better 
t h i n g s . “ H o w p r e c i o u s  i s Yo u r 
lovingkindness O God! Therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the 

shadow of your wings. They are 
abundantly satisfied with the fullness of 
Your house. And You give them drink from 

the river of your pleasures. For with You is 
the fountain of life; In Your light we see 
light.”

They Shall Be Filled
by Brandi Woods

A Psalm of Asaph - Psalm 73
“Whom have I in heaven but You? And 
besides You, I desire nothing on earth. My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion 
forever. For, behold, those who are far from 
You will perish; You have destroyed all 
those who are unfaithful to You. But as for 
me, the nearness of God is my good; I have 
made the Lord God my refuge, that I may 
tell of Your works.” (v. 25-28) 

Do not be deceived: there is only One 
who deserves your full attention and 
only One who can supply your need. 
He alone is God! When you are “close 
to stumbling” and “almost slip” (v. 2); 
when you do not “understand” and are 
“troubled” (v. 16), determine to come 
“into the sanctuary of God” (v. 17) and 
you will gain clarity concerning the 
manner in which God works.  Then you 
will no more be “senseless and 
ignorant” (v. 22), then you will no 
longer be “pierced within” (v. 21).  For 
when you draw near to God in His holy 
temple His counsel will guide you and 
afterward He will receive you into 
glory (v. 24).
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Being Prepared for that Great Day
The day of the Lord is  fast approaching. 
This day “will come like a thief, in which 
the heavens will pass  away with a roar and 
the elements  will be destroyed with intense 

heat, and the earth and its works will be 
burned up” (2 Pet 3:10). In view of this  day 
Peter encouraged faithful brethren not only 

to be “diligent to be found by Him in 
peace, spotless and blameless” (2 Pet 3:14), 
but he also warned them not to be “carried 

away by the error of unprincipled men” (2 
Pet 3:17). He then exhorted them to “grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 3:18) 

knowing that this knowledge is  of utmost 
importance.  “This is eternal life,  that they 
may know You, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (Jn 
17:3). In Paul’s letter to the faithful 
brethren in Colossae he showcases the 

power and importance of knowing and 
understanding God.  “For this reason also, 
since the day we heard of it,  we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of His 
w i l l in a l l sp i r i tua l w i sdom and 
understanding, so that you will walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him 
in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of 

God; strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously giving thanks to the Father, who 

has qualified us  to share in the inheritance 
of the saints  in light” (Col 1:9-12). What is 

to be seen here is that this  wisdom is not of 
the world.  By the wisdom of this world no 
one will come to know God (1 Cor 1:21). 
“Knowledge of His will in all spiritual 

wisdom and understanding” is directly 
related to the manner in which one walks 
as  well as the fruit that an individual 

produces. In other words the more 
intimately that you know the Lord, the 
more you will be like Him. “But we all, 

with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 

Spirit” (2 Cor 3:18).

He Gave us His Spirit
When God transforms a person He does 

not simply clean up their outward 
appearance and give them a new set of 
rules  to live by. He addresses the heart. It is 

important to know that God changes 
people from the inside out and not the 
other way around.  Within every believer 
God has placed a “new spirit”, removed 

their “heart of stone” and given them a 
“heart of flesh” (Ezek 36:26). Furthermore 
believers have been given “the mind of 

Christ” (2 Cor 2:16). “Therefore we have 
been buried with Him through baptism 
into death,  so that as Christ was  raised 

from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of 
life” (Rom 6:4). One who is  born again has 
been given something that they previously 

did not have. “Therefore if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 

passed away; behold, new things have 
come” ( 2 Cor 5:17).  Those who have been 
baptized into Christ have been given the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). God takes someone 

that was dead and makes them alive in 
Christ!
  

The Flesh and the Spirit
It is important to know the differences 
between flesh and spirit and the realities 
associated with each one. Romans 8 clearly 

points out the differences in living after the 
flesh or Spirit. “For the mind set on the 
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit 
is  life and peace, because the mind set on 

the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does 
not subject itself to the law of God, for it is 
not even able to do so, and those who are 

in the flesh cannot please God.  However, 
you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells  in you.  But 

if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Him. If 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, yet the spirit is alive 

because of righteousness. But if the Spirit 
of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
dwells in you. So then, brethren, we are 

under obligation, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh- for if you are living 
according to the flesh, you must die; but if 
by the Spirit you are putting to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live.  For all who 
are being led by the Spirit of God, these 

Walk By The Spirit
by Kayla Olmsted
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are sons of God” (Rom 8:6-14). Those in 
Christ are under no obligation to the flesh! 
This has to be known! Flesh will always be 
flesh and therefore must be put off. “In 

reference to your former manner of life, 
you lay aside the old self, which is being 
corrupted in accordance with the lusts  of 

deceit,  and that you be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, and put on the new 
self,  which in the likeness  of God has been 

created in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth” ( Eph 22-24).

Ability to Walk by the Spirit
In Christ God has made all provision for 
the flesh to be put off. Make no mistake 
about it,  the devil will tempt the saints but 
“God is faithful, who will not allow you to 

be tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to 

endure it” ( 1 Cor 10:13). “Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the throne of 
grace,  so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need” ( Heb 

4:16). “Greater is He who is  in you than he 
who is in the world” ( 1 Jn 4:4). “Walk by 
the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh” (Gal 5:16). “Grace and 

peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus  our Lord; 
seeing that His divine power has  granted to 

us  everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us  by His  own glory and 

excellence” ( 2 Pet 1:2-3).

THE ORACLES OF GOD

We must always be comfortable with simply stating and affirming what the word of God declares. Too often 
we hear people quote the word of God and then proceed to explain why it doesn’t mean what it says. 
Where this occurs men have not believed the Scripture. Peter exhorted us, “If any man speak, let him speak 
as the oracles of God” (1 Pet 4:11). We are on sure and safe ground when we speak words which “the Holy 
Spirit teaches” (1 Cor 2:13). These are words from God. These are words that God has used to declare the 
truth. Let us be quick to use them. 
     
PRECISION. There is precision in the word of God. Nothing in Holy writ is written clumsily or unsatisfactorily. 
We have, in the Scriptures, exactly what God has intended us to have. (He is God, and He is able to sustain 
His message over time.) His word cannot be improved upon by men. Worldly wisdom, historical background 
and the origins of words cannot clarify what God has said. For it is not of utmost importance how the Greeks 
used certain words but rather how God used those words. When seeking the specific meaning of a word it is 
needless to stray from the word of God itself. “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb 4:12). God has already stated the case just 
right. All so-called “problem texts” are only areas where men lack understanding and/or faith.
     
LIVING. The word of God is living. It is able to give life, sustain life and produce fruit. We have been “born 
again” by the “word of truth” (Jas 1:18): by the “incorruptible” seed “which liveth and abideth forever” (1 
Pet 1:23). Our life God-ward not only began through the word of God but it is also sustained through the 
word of God. For “man shall not live by bread alone but by every word of God” (Lk 4:4). The word is living 
and is able to bear fruit for eternal life, for the “seed” of the kingdom “is the word of God” (Lk 8:11). Where 
it is received in good soil there will be a good crop either thirty or sixty or hundred fold. Where the word of 
God is preached there is potential for blessing. “When we preach the word we have given the people 
something with which God can work” (A. Stoner).

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim 3:16-17). The word of God: receive it, believe it, declare it.
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Moses wrote under the inspiration of God 
while considering the wondering in the 
wilderness and God feeding the people 
with manna, “Man doth not live by bread 

only, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord doth man 
live” (Deut 8:3).  These words were spoken 

again by the Lord Jesus as  a counterattack 
to the tempting in His  wilderness. “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Mt 4:4; Lk 4:4). The word of God is 
not only “a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path” (Ps 119:105). The word of 

God is more than just morally good. The 
word that God has  spoken to us contains 
necessary nutrition for the “panting 

soul” (Ps 42:1). Job knew this  and testified, 
“I have esteemed the words  of His  mouth 
more then my necessary food” (Job 23:12). 

What a great testimony from a man who 
did not live in the light of Christ and the 
glory of the gospel. How much more can 
we declare that we too have esteemed the 

words of His mouth more then my 
necessary food!

Let us consider Jesus’ role in speaking to us 
this  “more sure word” (2 Pet 1:19). First,  a 
word about what is not being declared. Let 

us have the same mind and word that 
Christ did when speaking about the word 
of God. He said to the legalists of the day, 
“Search the scriptures;  for in them ye think 

ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of Me. And ye will not come 
to Me, that ye might have life.” (Jn 

5:39-40). The Pharisees lived by the word 

of God, yet not in the sense that Moses 
spoke about and Jesus declared.  The word 
of God is not meant to simply be a code of 
conduct or a set of rules  to live by, this is 

not the intended use for the say, “live by 
every word of  God”. 

So, Jesus did not come to give us  new 
writing or instruction, He came that we 
might have life (Jn 10:10). After Christ 

died, was buried,  and rose again according 
to the scriptures, He encountered two of 
His  disciples headed toward Emmaus (Lk 
24). The scripture says, “It came to pass, 

that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near,  and 
went with them” an exciting consideration 

indeed, the risen Christ drawing near and 
walking with brethren as they fellowship 
together. The passage continues, “But their 

eyes were holden that they should not 
know Him” (v. 15-16). Thank God that 
Jesus continued with them, Jesus later said 
unto them “O fools,  and slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets  have spoken: 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory?” And 

beginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
He expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning Himself (v. 

26-27). 

Jesus  did not deliver them a new 
commandment or teaching, He declared 

what was spoken by the prophets 
concerning Himself. The brethren heard 
and read the scriptures like never before, 

they said to one another “Did not our 

heart burn within us,  while He talked with 
us by the way, and while He opened to us 
the scriptures” (v. 32). Jesus opening up the 
scriptures to us  is how the word of God 

becomes living and active. Without Christ 
the things of God remain behind a vail, 
distorted and under-appreciated, not seen 

the way they really are.

In Christ the vail is done away. Now Christ 

died, buried, and rose He is the one who 
speaketh from heaven.  The point is made 
in the first few verses in the letter written to 
the Hebrews to claify a few key things, the 

same God who spoke through the prophets 
is  speaking through Christ, the One who is 
far above the heavens and the One who by 

himself purged our sins  (cf. Heb 1:1-3). It 
was necessary for Christ to die before He 
could start speaking from heaven. It was 

the scriptures that spoke about His death, 
and the glory that should follow. The Lord 
Jesus is still drawing near to sensitive souls 
in search of fellowship with Him. He 

declared, “I, if I  be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me.  This He 
said, signifying what death He should 

die” (Joh 12:32-33). This scripture is  not 
intended to exhort people of the preaching 
of the cross. It is a declaration that Jesus 

Himself will be the one who is preaching 
from heaven. Christ was lifted up and is 
“up from the earth”. This  is why brethren 
can hear and understand. Because Christ is 

drawing near and opening up the 
scriptures concerning Himself.

JESUS DIED TO SPEAK FROM HEAVEN
by Erik Olmsted
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In Whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye 
heard of the word of 
truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in Whom also 
after ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the 
redemption of the 
purchased possession, 
unto the praise of His 
glory. 

(Ephesians 1:13-14)
     
Salvation in Christ has  a view toward the 
future.  We are, in fact, saved in hope (Rom 
8:24).  We are being readied for our 

inheritance, which is reserved in heaven for 
us.  We have assurance of this by a deposit 
that the Father has given to us who believe, 

namely, the Holy Spirit of  promise.

We Trust Jesus
What does it mean to trust in Jesus? Does  it 
simply mean that you accept the record of 

the Bible rather than other books?  Does it 
mean that you have thrown your lot in with 
“Christianity” rather than “Islam” or 
“Judaism” or “Hinduism”?  Is that what 

faith is about?  Faith is about being 
persuaded or convinced of something.  
Faith says, “I know so” rather than “I think 

so” or “I hope so”.  Faith in Jesus or 
trusting in Him is being convinced that 
Jesus pleases the Father;  that His sacrifice 
satisfied the God of heaven.  Faith says, “I 

know whom I have believed,  and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him against 

that day” (2 Tim 1:12).  We trust that Jesus 
is  able to keep us.  We trust that He is able 
to feed us.  We trust the He will come for 

us.  We trust that God is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to Him by 
Christ.  But aside from trusting in what 
Jesus has  done, is doing, or will do; mainly 

we simply trust Him. 

Faith Comes  By Hearing. This 

persuasion that Jesus is the Christ,  the 
Savior of the world, is not something that 
we came up with by ourselves.  But rather, 

we have believed “the record that God 
gave of His Son” (1 Jn 5:10).  Faith does 
not come as a sort of spontaneous 
combustion while your walking down the 

street but as the Spirit has stated, “faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom 10:17).  Faith comes 

in the container of Scripture.  And more 
specifically the Scripture that declares 
God’s Son.  The NASB even reads that 

way, “so faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of Christ.”  If anyone 
is  going to trust in Christ it will be after He 
hears the gospel of Christ.  Thus our text 

states that we have trusted in Jesus, “after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of  your salvation.” 

The Word of Truth. The message of the 

cross is a “word”.  It is something that must 
be proclaimed and also something that 

must be heard.  It is a declaration, a 
proclamation, a report, a message, an 
account, a word.  And not only that but it 

is  a word “of truth”.  It is not simply a 
thought provoking or soul stirring rant, it is 
not an emotional story designed to bring 

tears  and elation.  It is  a word “of truth”.  I 
don’t doubt that through the preaching of 
the gospel soul’s  have been stirred and 
thoughts provoked and emotions engaged 

but this is  not the point.  The point is 
“speaking the truth in love” (Eph 4:15).  
The power is in the message not “wisdom 

of words”(1 Cor 1:17) or “excellency of 
speech” (1 Cor 2:1).  Above all else 
preaching must be true, simply, “the 

testimony of God” (1 Cor 2:1).  Thus  faith 
comes from hearing the word of  truth.

The Gospel of Your Salvation.  The 

gospel is not only the account of the death, 
burial and resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-4).  
While it starts  there, it also extends into 

your participation in those things.  It 
declares that what Jesus accomplished in 
His  death, burial, and resurrection is 

effective in saving all those who obey the 
gospel.  The gospel is  personal, it is a good 
report of “your” salvation.  It is the good 
news that “you” can be saved; that Christ 

bore “your sins” in His body on the tree (1 
Pet 2:24); that “you” were chosen in Him 
before the foundation of the world (Eph 

1:4); and that “you” can be made righteous 

SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT OF PROMISE
by Pat Woods
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and made new.  It is  the gospel of “your” 
salvation.

The Holy Spirit is Received Through Faith
When We First Believed.  There was a 

time when you “first believed.”  It marks 
the beginning of your life in Christ.  It 
came “after that ye heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation.”  It was 
a time when the day dawned and the 
daystar arose in your heart.  And it was 

“after that ye believed” that “ye were 
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.”  
Despite what men say, the Holy Spirit does 
come by faith in Christ Jesus.   

Paul asked somewhat of a sarcastic 
question to the legalistic churches of 
Galatia saying, “This only would I learn of 

you,  ‘Received ye the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith?’” (Gal 
3:2)  Again, he rebukes their reasoning by 

saying, “He therefore that ministereth to 
you the Spirit, and worketh miracles 
among you, doeth He it by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith?” (Gal 

3:5)  Then he closes  the issue by declaring 
that “Christ hath redeemed us  from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

for it is written, ‘Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree:’ that the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles 

through Jesus Christ; that we might receive 
the promise of the Spirit through 
faith” (Gal 3:13-14). 

Now that is  not all that is involved, but the 

Scriptures do categorically state the we are 
given the Spirit through faith.  Does this 
invalidate the necessity of baptism into 

Christ as some suppose? God forbid.  Peter 
told the men of Israel to repent and be 
baptized in order to receive the forgiveness 

of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2:37-38).  Even so, it is through your faith 

in Christ;  “in Whom ye also trusted” and 
“in Whom...ye believed;” that you were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of  promise.

Faith Must Remain.  While we are 

given the Holy Spirit “after that ye 
believed”, it is not as  though our “seal” will 

extend beyond our belief or that we will 
remain sealed even if we do not remain 
believing.  If you believe in the Lord Jesus 

and are sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise,  yet later you stop believing, there 
is  no promise that you will remain sealed.  
You will be like King Saul who had the 

Spirit taken from him, along with the 
kingdom.  Salvation has a view toward 
eternity and so our faith must extend “until 

death” (Rev  2:10).   For we are “kept by the 
power of God THROUGH FAITH unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time” (1 Pet 1:5).  It is  required of us  to 
remain faithful.  We have need of 
endurance that at the last day we will not 
be found unawares but believing on the 

Lord Jesus.  For the day of the Lord will 
come just as a thief  in the night. 

And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 

time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 

therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and 

wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.  

(Romans 13:11-14)

The Earnest of our Inheritance.  The 

gift of the Holy Spirit, like salvation in 
general, has a view toward the future.  It is 
associated with “promise” and is actually 
our “seal” until that promise is fulfilled.  

Men would not be able to endure to the 
end if they were not given the Holy Spirit 
of promise.  A seal is a sort of guarantee or 
mark that something had occurred.  Just as 

A b r a h a m r e c e i v e d “ t h e s i g n o f 
circumcision as a seal of the righteousness 
of the faith which he had” (Rom 4:11), so 

we have received the Holy Spirit as a seal 
of  the inheritance which we shall be given.  

An “earnest” is  a “pledge” or “down 

payment”.   In other words we have been 
given a portion of the fullness.  The Holy 
Spirit is  a foretaste of heaven.  Like Joshua 
and Caleb who received a cluster of grapes 

from the promised land, so we “have tasted 
of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have 

tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come” (Heb 6:4-5).  
That “taste” is incentive to be diligent to 

enter in and assurance that what we will 
find is good and pleasant. 

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened: not for that we would be 

unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life. Now He that 
hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, 

who also hath given unto us  the earnest of the 
Spirit. Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 

body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we 
walk by faith, not be sight:) We are confident, I 
say, and willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the Lord (2 

Corinthians 5:4-8) 

Until the  Redemption.  The have the 

earnest, or foretaste, until we receive the 
fulness is  brought in.   Though our 
redemption is  drawing nigh, we still require 

life through the Spirit until that day.  We 
have been purchased but until we are 
finally gathered or redeemed, we have the 
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Holy Spirit as  an earnest giving us 
assurance and as  a Helper, giving us 
strength.  Until that day we find ourselves 
unsatisfied, discontent with our present 

condition: our vile bodies.  We “which have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 

ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body (Rom 8:22-23). Until then, 

the Holy Spirit works  for us, helping “our 

infirmities” (Rom 8:26).  He is not some 

possession that we have been given as a 
token or ticket to heaven. The Holy Spirit 
not only regenerated us but He is renewing 
us day by day (Tit 3:5) like a well of water 

springing up to eternal life (Jn 4:13-14; 

7:37-39). 

SELLING ALL YOU HAVE

      Those who comprehend the kingdom of  God and have joy over it, sell all they have to buy it.  They are willing to 
forsake all to follow Jesus.  This is the norm in the kingdom.  Peter and Andrew “left their nets and followed Him.”  James 
and John “left the boat and their father and followed Him” (Matt. 4:20, 22).  Matthew left the “tax collector’s booth” (Matt. 
9:9).  Jesus said, “everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s 
sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life” (Matt. 19:29).  This is the norm of  Christ’s disciples.  
They willingly leave current things in search of  better things.  Those things of  no spiritual benefit are quickly forsaken for 
eternal things.  The Spirit says, “If  anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold, new 
things have come” (2 Cor. 5:17).  Following Christ and seeking the kingdom involves a putting away of  “old things.” And in 
light of  the glories to follow, this is not only a necessity but a desire of  the sons of  the kingdom.
      Who can be His Disciple?  Jesus often spoke about His kingdom in terms of  who could be His disciple.  He gave 
requirements for those whom He would teach – for a disciple is a student/follower/learner.  His disciples’ love for Him had 
to be greater than his love for anyone else, including himself.  “If  anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26). 
The disciple must be willing to sacrifice his own well-being for that of  others.  “Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:27).  Furthermore, picking up the cross became a daily matter of  self-denial 
for the cause of  the kingdom.  “If  anyone wishes to come to Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 
Me” (Luke 9:23).  Just as the men in the parables sold all they had to buy the treasure and the pearl, so Christ’s disciples must 
be willing to sell out for Him.  “So then, none of  you can be My disciple who does not give up all his possessions” (Luke 
14:33).  
      Spiritual Blessings.  The blessings that result from this sell-out to the kingdom are more than worth it.  
Therefore, those in the kingdom of  God are not like Lot’s wife, looking back toward the life they left, but rather upward and 
onward.  Jesus said, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of  God” (Luke 9:62).  
No, they follow Him who “has nowhere to lay His head” (Luke 9:58) with no guarantee of  great health or wealth.  Instead 
the promise is this: “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  So why 
would anyone sell all that he has for this kind of  kingdom?  Because the blessings surpass anything this world can offer.  He 
“has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).  Faith and hope in spiritual blessings 
enable them to endure to the end.  While the old covenant focused on physical provision for a physical kingdom, Jesus spoke 
of  spiritual things.  He spoke of  having “the kingdom of  heaven” and being “comforted.”  He that they shall “inherit the 
earth,” “be satisfied,” “receive mercy,” and “see God.”  He spoke of  blessing even in persecution saying, “rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward in heaven is great” (Matt. 5:3-12).  These are all spiritual blessings; “precious and magnificent 
promises” (2 Pet. 1:4).
      Able to Endure.  Jesus set the example of  those able to see the kingdom of  God.  He was able to endure suffering 
to the point of  death “even death on the cross.”  This is because of  the joy set before Him.  The kingdom of  God transcends  
this world and focuses on the world to come.  “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of  glory 
far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things  
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17-18).  His is a heavenly kingdom.  It 
is precious and valuable.  It is like a treasure; like a pearl of  great price!
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Joy Over the Kingdom of  God
Filling the void.  Seeking the kingdom is a most beneficent task.  It yields 

unparalleled results.  The kingdom of  heaven is exactly what man is looking for.  
It is far greater than any other thing to be found.  It has far greater value.  It is 
so precious to those who find it sell all that they have to buy it.  Enjoying 

fellowship with God and Christ brings contentment that is only possible in His 
kingdom.  “For He Himself  has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you’” (Heb. 13:5).  With this reality in mind, great joy and peace are 

experienced in the kingdom of  heaven.  

No comparison to earthly treasures.  The merchant was “seeking fine 

pearls” when he came upon the “pearl of  great value.”  It was far better than 
any of  the other pearls.  It is like a treasure beyond all treasures.  Indeed, 
describing it with words is often difficult “for the kingdom of  God does not 
consist in words but in power” (1 Cor. 4:20).  Perceiving it in its entirety is not 

possible due to man’s present condition.  It must be perceived through the eyes 
of  faith.  This is why the Holy Spirit speaks of  knowing “the love of  Christ 
which surpasses knowledge” (Eph. 3:19).  He speaks of  experiencing the “peace 

of  God which surpasses all comprehension” (Phil. 4:7).  And those in the 
kingdom can “greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of  glory” (1 Pet. 
1:18).  It is beyond compare and often beyond expression.  It is greater than 

anything the world has ever known.

The experience of  joy.  The kingdom of  God is the place where inexpressible 
joy is experienced.  It is of  a spiritual realm and has spiritual benefits.  One of  

the greatest disservices that a person could do is try to make the kingdom of  
heaven an earthly kingdom with earthly benefit. A message like this cannot be from God. If  this were the case faith would not be 
necessary, hope would not be possible and Jesus’ servants would have fought so that He would not have been handed over to the Jews; 

“but as it is, [His] kingdom is not of  this realm” (John 18:36).  It is not about health, wealth, land, possessions, or other things 
concerning this earth’s kingdoms.  “For the kingdom of  God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).  All of  these blessings are of  a spiritual nature and are facilitated in the kingdom of  God.  The kingdom of  

God IS righteousness.  The kingdom of  God IS peace.  The kingdom of  God IS joy in the Holy Spirit.  No earthly kingdom is like this.
	
In our parable the man who found the treasure sold everything he had to buy the field because of  his “joy” over the treasure!  
Perception and understanding concerning the kingdom of  heaven brings great joy.  It brings a response like that of  the lame man who 

was healed at the gate called beautiful.  Who “with a leap…stood straight up and began to walk; and he entered the temple with them, 
walking and leaping and praising God” (Acts 3:8).  There are several examples of  this kind of  joy in the kingdom.  But there is no 
greater joy than when a person is born again.  When Philip “preached Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch, “he baptized him,” “the 

eunuch…went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:38-39).  The Gentiles were “rejoicing and glorifying the word of  the Lord” (Acts 13:48) 
when they heard that salvation was coming to them.  And upon Paul and Barnabas moving on to Iconium to preach, “the disciples 
were continually filled with joy” (Acts 13:52).  When they went on proclaiming the conversion of  the Gentiles they were bringing “great 

joy to all the brethren” (Acts 15:3).  John categorically stated, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of  my children walking in the 
truth” (3 John 4).  This is having joy over the kingdom!

He Will Confirm You to the End

The “testimony of  Christ” was confirmed in 

the Corinthians by God giving them grace 

and His Spirit (1 Cor 1:4-9). The testimony 
of  Christ is stilled confirmed by God in those 

who receive it. Everyone who receives and 
believes the gospel will bear the fruit of  it. 

The word engrafted in the soul always bears 

fruit (Mk 4:13-20; Col 1:5-6). God bears fruit 
in us for His glory but also as confirmation to 

us that He is at work in us. This gives us great 
confidence; for if  God is for us, who can be 

against us? This is the experience of  tasting 

of  “the heavenly gift” and being “made 
partakers of  the Holy Spirit” (Heb 6:4). It is 

associated with tasting the good word of  God 
and the powers of  the world to come (Heb 

6:5). We have been given resources from 

heaven - from God - and the evidence this 
fellowship is the change in us. And we can be 

“confident of  this very thing, that He which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform 

it until the day of  Jesus Christ” (Php 1:6).
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“Behold, the days come,” saith the 
Lord, “that I will make a New 
Covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah...”

(Jeremiah 31:31, KJV)

The Eternal Purpose of God and the New Covenant
“...I will make a New Covenant...”

The New Covenant reveals more of God than any other work He 
has done, because what He is doing in the New Covenant He is 

doing in and through Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant 
and the express image of God. He is working salvation in the 
midst of the earth (Ps 74:12). He is  gathering all things together in 

Christ (Eph 1:9).  He is  bringing us to Himself (1 Pet 3:18). He is 
bringing many sons to glory (Heb 2:10). He is setting the captives 
free (Lk 4:18). He is  giving sight to the blind and life to the dead. 

He is  working all things together for good for those who love Him 
and are called according to His purpose (Rom 8:29). And He is 
doing all of  this, and more, in the New Covenant. 

The Glory of God. The New Covenant is more about God 

than it is about man, although we are involved. It is about what 
He will do and not about what we will do. God has a purpose,  a 

will, a determination. He is  not reacting to problems that arise 
here and there. His  purpose is  an eternal purpose, a 
predetermined plan,  and He is  carrying it out whether we are 

involved or not. This  purpose results  in, primarily, the glory of 
God. That is, what God is doing, He is doing to make Himself 
known and display to the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places His manifold wisdom. He is  doing something that will bring 

glory and honor to Himself. 

The New Covenant is a Covenant of Closeness and 

Conformity. He is  bringing glory to Himself in and through the 
salvation of man. Even our participation and transformation is  to 

the end that He will be glorified. As Jesus said,  “Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works,  and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” (Mt 5:16). In order for man to live 
in such a way he must be reconciled to God. God desires to be in 
fellowship with man; to be their God and for them to be His 

people. But He doesn’t just desire association with them or simply 
to have multitude around Him, He desires  to have fellowship with 
those who are like Him, and those who want to be with Him. In 

the New Covenant, this is actually accomplished. 

The New Covenant is  a covenant of closeness because that which 
offends God is removed and the people are conformed into the 

likeness of God. Where the Old Covenant kept the people at a 
distance, the New Covenant says  “Come.” As Jesus said, “If I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (Jn 14:3). 

This aspect of the New Covenant and the eternal purpose of God 
is, perhaps, most clearly stated in Romans 8:29-30 which says,

For whom He did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them 
He also called; and whom He called, them He also justified; and 

whom He justified, them He also glorified.

The New Covenant brings men close to God and transforms  them 
into the likeness of the Son of God. God’s  desire is to have many 
sons, just like His first One. He desires “many brethren” who are 

“conformed to the image of His  Son.” For those who insist on 
“steps” or a “plan” of salvation, God has revealed this one: 
predestined, called, justified, glorified.

Only Possible with Christ. This is God’s  purpose. It is  lofty. It 
is  a “high calling” (Php 3:14) even the “upward call of God in 

Christ” (NASB). The time of small thinking must end. God is 
doing a great work in the New Covenant. He is bringing men 
higher than they could even ask or imagine.  As such,  the only way 
this  could be accomplished is by God and through His Christ. For, 

all man have sinned and fallen short and like sheep, went astray. 
Concerning salvation Jesus said of a truth, “With men it is 

THE DAYS HAVE COME
by Pat Woods
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impossible” (Mk 10:27).  Their iniquities separated them from 
their God and their sins hid His face from them that He would 
not hear (Isa 59:1). The Lord saw this  condition and the 
corruption and death that had come from sin and it displeased 

Him (Isa 59:15).  “And He saw that there was no man, and 
wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His arm 
brought salvation unto Him; and His  righteousness, it sustained 

Him” (Isa 59:16). 

God needed Jesus  in order to work out His will. God needed a 
way to save man and do it in righteousness. Thus, “God was in 

Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,  not imputing their 
trespasses unto them” (2 Cor 5:19). And, “He hath made Him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21).  This ministry of 

reconciliation is  a ministry of the New Covenant, in which God is 
working out His eternal purpose through Christ Jesus. He is doing 
something that no one else could do and He has told us  about it 

ahead of  time saying,

“Behold, the days come,” saith the Lord, “that I  will make a New 
Covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah; not 

according to the covenant that I  made with their fathers in the day that 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
My covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them,” saith 
the Lord; “but this shall be the covenant that I  will make with the 

house of Israel, after those days,” saith the Lord, “I will put My law 
in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be My people, and they shall teach no more every 

man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them,” saith the Lord, “for I  will forgive their iniquity, and I will 

remember their sin no more.”

Surely, the New Covenant is worthy of our earnest attention and 
consideration.

The Word of Promise
“Behold, the days come,” saith the Lord, “that I will make...”     

The New Covenant is a promise. It is based upon God’s 
faithfulness and ability to do what He has said He would do. God 

has made many “exceeding great and precious promises” (2 Pet 
1:3) and they are all “Yes” in Christ Jesus (2 Cor 1:20). And all of 
these promises are in strict accord with the carrying out of His 

eternal purpose. In other words, the promises are purposeful 
toward the end that God may be glorified and men may be 
reconciled to Him by Christ Jesus.

The Promise  of Blessing. The New Covenant is  not only a 

promise,  it is a promise of blessing. One thing missed by the 
legalist of every age is the fact of God’s overwhelming desire and 

determination to do good to His people. “For the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself 
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is  perfect toward 

Him” (2 Chr 16:9). He is looking a reason, not to condemn, but, 
to bless - and in Christ Jesus He has that reason. The promise of 
blessing is  foundational to the New Covenant,  for it is  a covenant 
of  blessing.

This promise was first mentioned to Abraham only twelve 
chapters into the divine record. 

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your 

family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I 
will make you a great nation; I  will bless you and make your name 
great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 

I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3, NKJV)

God would continue to elaborate upon this promise all the days of 
Abraham’s life. When Abraham asked the Lord what He would 

give Him, the Lord replied, “Look now toward heaven,  and tell 
the stars, if thou be able to number them...so shall thy seed 
be” (Gen 15:5).  Then came the words written for all those who 

would be justified by faith, “And he believed in the Lord; and He 
counted it to him for righteousness” (Gen 15:6). This promise then 
extended to Sarah when God said, “And I will bless her, and give 

thee a son also of her, yea,  I will bless  her,  and she shall be a 
mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her” (Gen 17:16). 
And again God said, “Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; 
and thou shalt call his name Isaac, and I  will establish my 

covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed 
after him” (Gen 17:19). And though Ishmael was also promised 
prosperity, “My covenant will I establish with Isaac,” said the Lord 

(Gen 17:21).

God’s purpose was too large, too elaborate and too great to be 
hid. God Himself grows weary of holding it in. He desires to 

make known His determinate counsel and it is written, “The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and He will shew 
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them His covenant” (Ps 25:14). He said, “Shall I  hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely 
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed in him?” (Gen 18:17-18). This is the way 

God is. Those who are close to God, even His  friends, find 
themselves as  chief candidates to receive insight and 
understanding from Him. 

Abraham believed God and trusted in His promise to bless him 
and his  seed. But that faith would be tested when God would 
request that Abraham offer Isaac, his only son, as  a sacrifice. 

Abraham knew that God had promised this covenant through 
Isaac and being convinced that God was able to raise up Isaac 
even from the dead, proceeded in obedience (Gen 22:1-18; Heb 
11:17-19). But God stopped him from killing Isaac and said, 

“By Myself have I  sworn,” saith the Lord...“that in blessing I will 
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of 
the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed 

shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My 
voice.” (Genesis 22:16-18)

The Promise Fulfilled. The promise made to Abraham was 

blessing upon blessing. It was God’s desire to bless him and his 
seed. And this  promise of blessing was really a glimpse into the 

New Covenant.  For the seed of Abraham is none other than 
Christ Jesus, the Lord (Mt 1:1). “Now to Abraham and his  seed 
were the promises made. He saith not, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many; 

but as of  one, ‘And to thy seed,’ which is Christ” (Gal 3:16).

In Jesus, all the families of the earth shall be blessed. That is, the 
eternal purpose of God that is effectively accomplished in the 

New Covenant was actually preached beforehand in the Old 
Covenant. The Old Covenant was  added to the promise, but did 
not disannul God’s original purpose and promise of blessing all 
the families of  the earth in Christ.

“In Christ.” These promises, the New Covenant, is  “in Christ.” 
What we can see from all of this is that God has determined, 

before the foundation of the world, to bless  mankind through One 
man, even Jesus Christ. And in the New Covenant, with Christ as 
the Mediator,  this is  actually occurring. For “in Him” we have 

been given “all spiritual blessings in heavenly places” (Eph 1:3). 
All of the blessings of God have been localized in Christ. All the 
resources, help, nourishment, and “all things that pertain unto life 

and godliness” (2 Pet 1:3) have been gathered together in One. 
And that One is Jesus. For,  if you are able to receive it,  Jesus IS the 
covenant. 

“Thus saith God the Lord, He that created the heavens, and stretched 

them out; He that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of 
it; He that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that 
walk therein; “I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness, and will 

hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and give Thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light to the Gentiles; to open blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison 

house. I am the Lord, that is My name: and My glory will I  not give to 
another, neither My praise to graven images. Behold, the former things 
are come to pass, and new things do I declare; before they spring forth I 
tell you of  them.” (Isaiah 42:1-9)

And again,

And He said, “It is a light thing that Thou shouldest be My Servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I will 

also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My 
salvation unto the end of the earth.” Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer 
of Israel, and His Holy One, to Him whom man despiseth, to Him 

whom the nation abhorreth, to a Servant of rulers, “Kings shall see and 
arise, princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, 
and the Holy One of Israel, and He shall choose Thee.” Thus saith 
the Lord, “In an acceptable time have I heard Thee, and in a day of 

salvation have I helped Thee; and I will preserve Thee, and give Thee 
for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the 
desolate heritages; that Thou mayest say to the prisoners, ‘Go forth;’ to 

them that are in darkness, ‘Shew yourselves.’ They shall feed in the 
ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. They shall not 
hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them; for He that 

hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall 
He guide them.” (Isaiah 49:6-10)

The People of the Covenant
“with the house of  Israel and with the house of  Judah”     

The New Covenant was promised to be made “with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah.” It was  to be made with them 
and not the house of Nebuchadnezzar, not the house of Caesar, 

not the house of any other. The covenant would unite Israel and 
Judah and it would be made with them. 

God has  always  been focused upon His people. They are foremost 
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in His mind. He is the “King of saints” (Rev  15:3),  and known in 
Jeremiah’s day as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For the 
promise of  blessing was made to them and their seed.

“They are not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are 

the seed of Abraham, are they all children; but, ‘In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called.’ That is, they which are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted 

for the seed. For this is the word of promise, ‘At this time will I come, 
and Sarah shall have a son.’” (Rom 9:6-9)

This does not exclude all others  from being in the New Covenant 

but it does mean that they must be associated with this house. For 
“salvation,” as  Jesus said, “is of the Jews” (Jn 4:22). And to them, 
Peter preached saying,

...All the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as 

have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of 
the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, 
saying, unto Abraham, “And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 

earth be blessed.” Unto you first God, having raised up His Son Jesus, 
sent Him to bless you, in turning  away every one of you from his 
iniquities. (Acts 3:24-26)

“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth” (Jn 4:23). In other 
words,  salvation is for the Jews first, and also the Gentiles  (Rom 
1:16). 

So, What of the Gentiles? While it is common among many 
groups to have a strong disdain for Israel, you will not find this 

attitude portrayed in the Scriptures. If it weren’t for the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah, we would have no salvation. But 
through their fall,  in order to provoke them to jealousy, salvation 

has come to the Gentiles (Rom 11:11). The Jews  that fell, fell 
because of unbelief (Heb 3:19) and the Gentiles that came in, 
came in through faith. Therefore, those who are Gentiles 
according to the flesh are exhorted, “do NOT boast against the 

branches” (Rom 11:18). 

You will say then, “Branches were broken off, that I might be grafted 
in.” Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you 

stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare 
the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider 
the goodness and severity of God; on those who fell, severity; but 

toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you 

also will be cut off. And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, 
will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. (Romans 
11:19-23, NKJV)

All those who continue in the goodness of God and continue to 

live by faith in the Son of God will be saved. And Jews, if they do 
not continue in unbelief will be saved as well. But it is  clear that 
both Jew and Gentile are and will be saved,  not by their 

nationality or fleshly heritage but by their faith in God. This  is 
seen in Abraham who was justified before being circumcised that 
he might be the father of the faithful, both of the circumcised 

Jews and the uncircumcised Gentiles. For 

...the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, “In thee shall all nations 
be blessed.” So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 

Abraham...For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 

neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 
3:8-9, 26-28)

The promise of blessing made to Abraham and to his seed is 

fulfilled in Christ and anyone who is “in Christ.” “And if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise” (Gal 3:29). In the New Covenant this has happened as 
God has united all believers in Christ and by Christ is blessing 

them and bringing them to Himself.

They Will Be Reconciled to God as  One New Man. The 

task of reconciling man to God as dearly beloved children is 
accomplished in the New Covenant. In the covenant all things, 
including all believers, are gathered together in One, even Christ 

(Eph 1:9). The people, who had gone astray, are gathered to 
Shiloh (Gen 49:10), that Great Shepherd and Bishop of souls  (1 
Pet 2:25). They are hearing the voice of the Prophet (Deut 18:15) 
and following Him as  sheep follow their shepherd (Jn 10:3-5). 

Whether Jew or Gentile, those who hear His voice come to Him, 
for He has spoken kindly to them. His message was one of 
nearness, one of  acceptance and salvation: one of  peace. 

For He Himself is our peace...so that in Himself He might make the 
two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross...and He came and preached 

peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; for 
through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 
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(Ephesians 2:14-18, NASB)

The Days Have Come
Yes, brethren, the days have come! The prophets  who 
prophesied spoke of this  great salvation but without 
knowing the time in which it would come or the man in 

whom it would be done (1 Pet 1:10-11).  But now the days 
have come. Christ has suffered, and glory has followed! 
We are now living in the day of salvation. “Behold, now 

is  the acceptable time; behold, now is  the day of 
salvation” (2 Cor 6:2).  Heaven is open and prepared. God 
is  now accepting men who believe the record that He has 

given concerning His Son (1 Jn 5:10). That which was 
once a mystery has now been made known. And now we 
can preach the unsearchable riches of Christ “to the 
intent that now unto the principalities and powers in 

heavenly places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal 
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus  our 

Lord” (Eph 3:10-11).

“Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according 
to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according 

to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began, but now is made manifest, and by 
the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all 

nations for the obedience of faith: to God only wise, be 
glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.” (Rom 
16:25-27) 

There is now no need for ignorance. There is no need for 
fear. There is no need for mediocrity. But rather great 
cause for rejoicing. Draw near brethren. Redeem the time 

(Eph 5:16; Col 4:5). Behold, see the salvation of your 
God and go, gather the spoils  of victory - they’re yours! 
Let the word go out. Lift up your voices with one accord. 
“Now is come salvation,  and strength, and the kingdom 

of our God, and the power of His Christ: for the accuser 
of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night” (Rev  12:10).  “The Spirit and the 

bride say,  ‘Come.’ And let him that heareth say, ‘Come.’ 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of  life freely” (Rev 22:17).

THE GLORY OF GOD SEEN IN CREATION

From the most general to the most specific, all of creation 
declares the glory of God.  Everything that has been created 
shows those who can see it, that God is greater and better than 
all else.  “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and 
their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  Day to day 
pours forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge” (Ps 
19:1-2).  The heavens declare His glory.  What that means is 
when you look to the heavens you aren’t attracted to the sun, 
moon or stars but to the God who made them.  Creation itself; 
that which He made, declares to the entire world that the Lord 
is God and there is none other.  “For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse” (Rom 
1:20).  

It is normal, then, for us to honor God but completely out of 
order to give honor to another for creation. The wise of our 
world have become “fools” by exchanging “the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man 
and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 
creatures” (Rom 1:22-23). They could not see God’s glory 
because “they exchanged the truth of God for a lie” (Rom 
1:25).  Even today, if men will not accept the truth of God they 
will be blinded by the god of this world and unable to see “the 
glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor 4:4). They will not 
subject themselves to God; honor God; much less live for God 
because they cannot see that He outweighs all the world has to 
offer.  In other words, they cannot see Him. For, the only 
reason people do not fix their eyes upon Him and live for Him 
is because they are not aware of Him, “though He is not far 
from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and 
exist” (Acts 17:27-28). But when He manifests His glory, when 
an individual sees it; they will confess the truth – He is 
altogether lovely. For this is the day of salvation and God’s 
glory has never been more revealed than it is today, a day in 
which the Son has declared Him (Jn 1:18).  “So we have the 
prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts” (2 Pet 1:19).     
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     The Corinthians  were being admonished concerning accepting 
a counterfeit after they had been given the real thing (2 Cor 11:4). 
Paul was fearful about this  and so are we today. Not only is there 
another Jesus being preached, another spirit being received and 

another gospel being accepted but many are bearing with such 
foolishness. This  allowance is not just giving room for a multitude 
of “options” among “Christianity” it is  corrupting the real thing. 

And our task is not so tedious as to go everywhere to understand 
and document all the counterfeits but rather to have a thorough 
and increasing understanding of the true, real thing. In other 

words,  as the church grows in its knowledge of the real Jesus, the 
real Spirit, and the real gospel, every “other” thing offered in 
God’s name will stand out as the glaring perversions that they are. 
With that in mind let us  think on what the Scriptures have made 

known to us that we should not be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ.

The “Other” Jesus. Another Jesus that is being preached today 
primarily labors in worldly affairs, offering men their best life now. 

He is  a Jesus that will solve your immediate “problems” but will 
leave you ignorant about His current work,  His  Father, His 
salvation. When this Jesus is preached, His work while on earth is 
often limited to His healings and miracles among men but void of 

His  work accomplishing the will of His  Father. He is a sort of 
token relic remembered for His godly life and martyrdom. 
     The problem with all of this  is that it is  too earth-bound. While 

Jesus can, no doubt, solve men’s problems He doesn’t always do 
this. These “problems” are actually tools  to draw men close to 
Him as their refuge and shelter. These “problems” are really “light 

afflictions” that are working in us “a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor 4:17). So let us not think that our 
sufferings  are the result of a Jesus  who is afar off but rather let us 
“glory in our tribulations also; knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience;  and patience,  experience; and experience, hope: and 
hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to 

us” (Rom 5:3-5). 

     The real Jesus  doesn’t always  prevent suffering from coming 
but rather “always causes us to triumph” (2 Cor 2:14) as “more 
than conquerors” (Rom 8:37).  This Jesus is with you in the storm. 
He is  able to make you stand. He is able to make you immovable. 

His  work overcomes afflictions. He is a kind of firstfruits of those 
who are perfected through sufferings and so through many 
tribulations we must inherit the kingdom of God. “For as the 

sufferings  of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ” (2 Cor 5:7). What a fellowship (Php 3:10)!  
Let us seek to know this Jesus, the real Jesus. 

The Alpha and Omega. From start to finish, Jesus is adequate 
to carry out the eternal purpose of God. It is  He who brings you 

in, keeps you in, completes the work in you. Jesus will meet men 
where they are and bring them higher and further than they could 
ever ask or imagine. Ultimately, He is bringing them “to God” (1 

Pet 3:18) and “to glory” (Heb 2:10). He is not situating them in 
this  world but preparing them for the one to come where He will 
bestow upon them the exceeding riches of His grace (Eph 2:7).  He 

does  not labor to make men comfortable here - this  would be a 
great hindrance to us.  One of the first experiences of those who 
live by faith is  the inner groaning to be clothed with their 
habitation from heaven. They confess that they are “strangers  and 

pilgrims on the earth” (Heb 11:13) and will never be satisfied until 
they reach that heavenly country. And Jesus, is the One who will 
take them there. Not only does  He effectively deliver them from 

this  present evil world (Gal 1:4) but as  a Good Shepherd He leads 
them to green pastures and still waters - that is, the heavenly city 
prepared for them. He brings them to God. 

     In salvation,  God is bringing glory to Himself. Our 
participation and transformation into the likeness of Christ is to 
the end that God will be glorified, not man. As  Jesus said, “Let 
your light so shine before men,  that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is  in heaven” (Mt 5:16).  In order for 
man to live in such a way he must born again wherein he is 
“created in Christ Jesus  for good works” (Eph 2:10). The source of 

good works is our good God to whom we have been reconciled by 
Christ Jesus. 

THE REAL JESUS
by Pat Woods
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GRACE AND PEACE

Jesus is the  Source of All Necessary Provision. “All 

things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all 
things, and by Him all things consist” (Col 1:16-17).  In Christ, 

everything pertaining to life and godliness  has been localized in 
One. It is not as though you can find mercy from Jesus but have 
to look for knowledge someplace else. God has blessed us “with 

ALL spiritual blessings  in heavenly places  IN CHRIST” (Eph 
1:3). He is the One who gives eternal life (Jn 17:2). He gives 
understanding (1 Jn 5:20).  He is the Rabbi who teaches  all 

disciples (Eph 4:19-20). If anyone is  going to know God it will be 
the Son who reveals Him (Mt 11:27). “We have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus  Christ” (Rom 5:1).  We have access to the 
grace of God in Christ (Rom 5:2) as well as the love of God 

(Rom 8:39). Reconciliation is  available by Jesus (2 Cor 5:18) and 
in Him we have redemption, “even the forgiveness of sins” (Eph 
1:7; Col 1:14).

     In order for man to serve God acceptably,  he needs all of 
these things and many more. They are precious commodities in 
our fight of faith. The point is that all those things which we 

require in order to keep from falling and to stand before God’s 
presence faultless and with exceeding joy (Jude 24) are afforded 
us in Christ Jesus. Every resource is found “in Him” and we 
need not look anywhere else. The real Jesus gives  us all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places and they are effective in bringing us 
to heaven. While the adversary would offer us  all the kingdoms 
of this  world (Mt 4:8), the real Jesus  promises  an everlasting 

kingdom, a world to come, and in it...eternal life. This is the true 
God and eternal life, don’t settle for anything less.

Statement of  Purpose
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and 

lifted up. Our purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation 
of  God, the ways of  God through the word of  God. The purpose 
of  this magazine is to preach the gospel through writing.

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for 
spiritual reasons, not topographical reasons. (We live by the 
Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” is actually a sand 

dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen 
and heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling 
in heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will 

show His people many precious things. This magazine will serve 
as a report of  those things which He has shown us. And that 
which we have received from the Lord, we will declare unto you.

All the Saints Salute You
The children of God are of particular importance not only 

to God but to one another. Their fellowship with one another 
is  in the Spirit, rather than fleshly similarities. They were 
baptized by one Spirit into one body and are therefore, 

members one of another. And there ministry to one another is 
found in their participation together in what God is doing; this 
ministry of reconciliation.  That being said, let us consider 

various  greetings in their letters  to one another and notice that 
they were particularly tender toward those who were workers 
together with God. 

Paul specifically mentioned many saints that he wished to 

greet in the name of Christ. They included: Pheobe, a servant 
of the Lord and succorer of many; Priscilla and Aquila, his 
“helpers in Christ Jesus”; Epaenetus, who was “well beloved” 

and a first convert of Achaia; Mary, who “bestowed much 
labor” to him; Andronicus and Junia, who were his “fellow-
prisoners”, noteworthy among the apostles, and in Christ 

before he was; Amplias  was “beloved in the Lord”; Urbane, 
his “helper in Christ”; Stachys, “beloved”; Apelles  was 
“approved in Christ”;  Herodian was his “kinsman”; the 
household of Narcissus was “in the Lord”; Tryphena and 

Tryphosa labored in the Lord and Persis  was beloved having 
“labored much” in the Lord; Rufus was “chosen in the Lord”; 
and also mentioned among “the brethren” and “all the saints” 

were Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, 
Philologus, Julia, Nereus,  and Olympas (Rom 16:1-16). These 
were only from the church in Rome. Paul also directly 

addresses Euodias, Syntyche, and Clement who were 
“fellowlaborers, whose names are in the book of life” (Php 
4:3). There are many others mentioned in his letters as well as 
those with him who sent greetings to the recipients  of his 

letters. But these I have mentioned simply to show that the 
apostle was acquainted with and sought to greet personally, 
those who were devoted to their Lord.

We, too, would do well to greet and honor the brethren who 
labor much in the Lord and to whom you have been yoked 
together in Christ. *Noticeably absent from these greetings are 

their fleshly acquaintances or colleagues  by trade. They saw fit 
to address those whom they had been knit together with; those 
with whom they were one spirit. Truly they recognized no 
man after the flesh. For more insight into this  I commend you 

to Paul’s letter to Philemon.


