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Come Up To God’s Holy 
Mountain and Find Joy
“For thus saith the Lord 
unto the eunuchs that keep 
my sabbaths, and choose 
the things that please me, 
and take hold of my 
covenant; even unto them 
will I give in mine house 
and within my walls a place 
and a name better than of 
sons and daughters: I will 
give them an everlasting 
name, that shall not be cut 
off. Also the sons of the 
stranger, that join 
themselves to the Lord, to 
serve Him, and to love the 
name of the Lord, to be His 
servants, every one that 
keepeth the sabbath from 
polluting it, and taketh hold 
of my covenant; even them 
will I bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of 
prayer...” (Isa 56:4-7)
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It Is Written...

In our section dealing with all 

that is written in the law and 

the prophets and the psalms we 

will consider the book of  Job.
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Considering what Jesus said of  

those instructed unto the 

kingdom of  God.
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The Apostle’s Doctrine

The apostle’s declared, among 

other things, that the grace of  

God is an effective teacher. 
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The modern church is vexed 

concerning “God’s will for their 

lives” revealing an ignorance of  

God’s will altogether.
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LET US GO UP TO THE MOUNTAIN
“Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of  the Lord, to 
the house of  the God of  Jacob; and He will teach us His 

ways, and we will walk in His paths” (Isa 2:3; Mic 4:2, KJV)
There are certain places in which God works. There are certain environments that are 

conducive to much spiritual progress. They are places of  fertile soil and running waters; they 
are high and lofty places. But we are not speaking in terms of  geographical or ecological 

environs but rather spiritual nearness. Particularly, nearness to God.
While going up to the mountain of  the Lord did have reference to Jerusalem in the middle 

east, that was not the point. While going to the house of  the God of  Jacob did have reference 

to the temple there, that is not the point. The significance of  those places where in terms of  
nearness to God. They were sanctified, yea, holy places in which God determined He would 
“reside” but yet still, in Christ, we have come closer.

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of  the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an 

innumerable company of  angels, to the general assembly and church of  the firstborn who are registered in heaven, 
to God the Judge of  all, to the spirits of  just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of  the new covenant, and 
to the blood of  sprinkling that speaks better things than that of  Abel” (Heb 12:22-24, NKJV).

This Mount Zion is not related to the earth and this Jerusalem is in fact heavenly. It is “the 
Jerusalem above” that “is free” (Gal 4:26). And make no mistake about it, when you ascend to 
this mountain, and dwell by faith in the presence of  the Lord, it is then that He will teach you 

His ways and you will walk in His paths. The following are insights gleaned 
from that environment. We have been to that mountain and desire to share 
what we have seen and heard. We bid you to scale the utmost heights and 
catch a gleam of  glory bright. Rise up above the doldrums and vanity of  

man made philosophy and tradition, and hear Him who is speaking from 
heaven.
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Introduction
Hello to all.  I pray this  message finds all of 

you in good spirits and good health. I pray 
that all of you, wherever you are,  are 
growing closer to CHRIST, LORD and 

SAVIOR of the world. This study will be 
on the book of Job. Of course we will not 
be able go through each verse, but we will 
go through a few Scriptures and pull out 

some key applications that can help us in 
our walk with the LORD. Once again, 
please do not hesitate to send me any type 

of feedback (insight, questions, etc...). This 
is  a long study, but it is  a very good one. 
This is probably something that you should 

print out and sit down with your Bible 
sometime during the week and go through 
it. I really enjoyed putting this study 
together. GOD Bless! * * * * * * * *

We will go through the entire first two 
chapters just to give a backdrop for the 

book of Job. Historically, many agree that 
Job lived during the time of the Patriarchs, 
more so around time of Abraham. Many 

believe Job to be the first book to ever be 
written. The accounts recorded only cover 
a short period of time, probably less than a 
year (except,  of course, the growing of his 

new family).  Let's get it.

Job 1:1-5
     1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose 
name was Job; and that man was blameless and 

upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.  
2 And seven sons and three daughters were born to 
him. 3 Also, his possessions were seven thousand 

sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large 
household, so that this man was the greatest of all 
the people of the East. 4 And his sons would go 

and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, 
and would send and invite their three sisters to eat 
and drink with them. 5 So it was, when the days of 

feasting had run their course, that Job would send 
and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the 

number of them all. For Job said, "It may be that 
my sons have sinned and cursed God in their 
hearts." Thus Job did regularly. (NKJV)

These first five verses give us a quick 
introduction of Job. He is  described as 
blameless, upright, GOD fearing, and one 

who shunned evil. Simply put, Job was a 
man of  great character.

Job 1:6-12
     6 Now there was a day when the sons of God 

came to present themselves before the Lord, and 
Satan also came among them. 7 And the Lord said 
to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan 

answered the Lord and said, "From going to and 
fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth 
on it." 8 Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you 

considered My servant Job, that there is none like 
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one 
who fears God and shuns evil?" 9 So Satan 

answered the Lord and said, "Does Job fear God 
for nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around 
him, around his household, and around all that he 

has on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the 
land. 11 But now, stretch out Your hand and touch 

all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your 
face!" 12 And the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, all 
that he has is in your power; only do not lay a 
hand on his person." So Satan went out from the 

presence of  the Lord. 

I've heard many say that GOD cannot be 

in the presence of evil, but we see Satan, 
the epitome of evil, in the very presence of 
GOD. So, saying that GOD cannot be in 

the presence of evil is probably not an 
accurate statement. This is  a small point in 
the scope of the entire book, put it is a 
point indeed.

Here we see Satan describing what he does 
as  “going to and fro on the earth, and from 

walking back and forth on it.” This sounds 
similar to 1 Peter 5:8 which states that “the 
devil walks about like a roaring lion, 

seeking whom he may devour.” I feel 
confident in saying that what Satan does 
has not changed much over the course of 
time.  He seeks to utterly destroy mankind. 

He sought to do so back then and seeks  to 
do so now. Here, were are also able to see 
what Satan's goal was...his  goal was  to 

make Job curse GOD...period. Being that 
this  was Satan's goal, one must recognize 
that cursing GOD is not a small matter, 

and actually entails a lot.  Also, we must 
recognize that Satan was  trying to prove 
that Job's devotion to GOD was merely 
because of what GOD could do for him 

and not just because GOD was the great “I 
AM.” This mindset should challenge all of 
us...in whatever capacity of our devotion to 

GOD, why is that? Is our devotion based 
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off of what GOD can do for us, or just 
because HE is  GOD and besides HIM 
there is none other?

GOD describes  Job as blameless, upright, 
GOD fearing, and one who shunned evil. 
All mankind should strive to have GOD 

describe them as such. We also see that Job 
is  chosen by GOD to receive this harsh 
treatment from Satan, and that GOD 

chose him because he was blameless, 
upright,  GOD fearing, and one who 
shunned evil.  The world's wisdom, logic, 
and philosophies would say that one suffers 

because of their unrighteousness but Job is 
a b o u t t o s u f f e r b e c a u s e o f h i s 
righteousness. Job was chosen because of 

his righteousness. Some application can be 
drawn here in that, man's  circumstances 
here on Earth, whether splendid or 

miserable, are not necessarily a direct 
representation of man's relationship with 
GOD. A wor ld l y v i ew o f man ' s 
relationship with GOD says that if man's 

circumstances  on Earth are great then his 
relationship with GOD is great and vice 
versa. This is worldly and totally 

unsupported in Scripture. I pray that you 
do not view your relationship with GOD 
this  way or anyone else's. I am not saying 

that circumstances cannot be a direct 
representation of man's relationship with 
G O D, b e c a u s e t h e y c a n . B u t , 
circumstances can also be an indirect 

representation of man's relationship with 
GOD. So,  circumstances  should not be the 
first thing that someone looks  at to judge 

t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h G O D. 
Circumstances  can make you feel like you 
don't have a relationship with GOD at all, 

but a relationship with GOD isn't based off 
of feelings...it 's based off of HIS 
word...period. So, you may feel like you 
have a vibrant relationship with GOD, but 

if HIS Word speaks otherwise...well...your 
feelings mean nothing...HIS Word is  the 
ultimate trump card!

Here, we also see the sovereignty of GOD, 
as  GOD grants Satan the power to take 
away all that Job had. GOD is  in control. 

Yes, he who grants  power is he who is in 
control.

Job 1:13-22
     13 Now there was a day when his sons and 

daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother's house; 14 and a messenger came to 
Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the 

donkeys feeding beside them, 15 when the Sabeans 
raided them and took them away--indeed they have 
killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and 

I alone have escaped to tell you!" 16 While he was 
still speaking, another also came and said, "The 
fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the 

sheep and the servants, and consumed them; and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!" 17 While he was 
still speaking, another also came and said, "The 
Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the camels 

and took them away, yes, and killed the servants 
with the edge of the sword; and I  alone have 
escaped to tell you!" 18 While he was still speaking, 

another also came and said, "Your sons and 
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother's house, 19 and suddenly a great wind 

came from across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, 
and they are dead; and I  alone have escaped to tell 

you!" 20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved 
his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 
21 And he said: "Naked I  came from my mother's 

womb, And naked shall I return there. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the 
name of the Lord." 22 In all this Job did not sin 
nor charge God with wrong. (NKJV)

Here, we see Satan's  devastating blow to 
the blameless and upright Job. He lost all of 

his oxen, donkeys, sheep, camels, and most 
precious to him, his sons and daughters. 
These were not events that took place over 
the course of a year. Job received this all at 

one time. One person brings bad news and 
while that person was still speaking, 
another brings  bad news,  and another, and 

so on. This gives  the phrase “if it ain't one 
thing its another” a whole new perspective. 
How many times in life have we felt like 

something was  always  going against us? 
How many times have we felt like our life 
was  being bombarded with horrific 
circumstances? Well, if anyone has been 

pushed to the limit with the experience of 
the aforementioned questions,  it would be 
Job. Imagine losing all of your possessions 

and your children all in the same day. Well, 
this  is not a myth, this is  not some fairy 
tale, this man Job suffered.

Job's response to all of this  is  astounding. 
He tore his  robe and shaved his  head (both 
signs of intense mourning),  then he fell to 

the ground and worshiped. Then he 
uttered these words, “The Lord gave,  and 
the Lord has  taken away; Blessed be the 

name of the Lord.” Wow! What a 
response! This response is  why GOD 
properly described Job as blameless, 

upright,  GOD fearing, and one who 
shunned evil.  I am not inclined to believe 
that my immediate response would have 
been like this. How about you? There is 

not much more to comment here...just take 
a few moments and chew on Job's response 
to his horrific circumstances. One for 

GOD....zero for Satan...Job didn't curse 
GOD but rather worshiped and blessed 
HIM.

Job 2:1-10
     1 Again there was a day when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the Lord, and 
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Satan came also among them to present himself 
before the Lord. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, 
"From where do you come?" So Satan answered the 
Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, 

and from walking back and forth on it." 3 Then the 
Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered My 
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, 

a blameless and upright man, one who fears God 
and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his 
integrity, although you incited Me against him, to 

destroy him without cause." 4 So Satan answered 
the Lord and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a 
man has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out 

Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, 
and he will surely curse You to Your face!" 6 And 
the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your 

hand, but spare his life." 7 So Satan went out from 
the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with 
painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown 

of his head. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd 
with which to scrape himself while he sat in the 
midst of the ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him, 
"Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God 

and die!" 10 But he said to her, "You speak as one 
of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed 
accept good from God, and shall we not accept 

adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
(NKJV)

Here, we see that Satan goes  back before 
the presence of the LORD, and GOD, 
once again, chooses Job to be an 

instrument of HIS glory. Once again, we 
also see the sovereignty of GOD as he tells 
Satan, “you incited ME against him (Job), 
to destroy him (Job) without cause.” We 

know that Satan is the one who took Job's 
possessions and children, but GOD was  in 
to ta l con t ro l and s eems to t ake 

responsibility for it because HE allowed it. 
(“This is why it is  appropriate to ask for 
mercy in such cases rather that just seeing 

it as a battle against Satan” - Pat Woods) 
Satan recognized that Job did not curse 

GOD like he said he would and comes up 
with a new theory that if Job suffered 
because of his  own flesh and bone then he 
would now curse GOD. Once again, GOD 

tells Satan essentially that he can do 
anything he wants to Job but he cannot 
take his life.

Satan struck Job with boils  from head to 
feet that hurt so much Job took pottery to 

scrape himself.  These boils really hurt Job 
and made him miserable, these were not a 
case of chickenpox. Job was in misery and 
mourning (which is represented in that he 

sat in the midst of ashes).  And yet again 
Job gives an astounding response to his 
circumstances. “Shall we indeed accept 

good from God, and shall we not accept 
adversity?” I  forgot to mention that this 
was in response to his wife advising him to, 

“Curse God and die.” Job sets the bar high 
far all Christians with statements  like this. I 
can easily recall the times where I have 
been a “spoiled brat” with GOD, 

complaining when I have received 
adversity in my life. Job once again exalts 
GOD with such a statement even though 

he is going through intense pain and 
torment.  I'm not sure if I can fully explain 
this, but Job takes himself out of the 

situation as to say, “GOD is GOD and my 
CREATOR, and whatever HE wants to do 
to me HE can.” Once again, Satan's 
theory was ripped to shreds as Job did not 

sin with his  lips. What a great attitude to 
have as it concerns circumstances in our 
life.

Really quickly I just want us to recognize a 
few ways in which Satan is  shown to 

operate. In this text at least,  we see that 
Satan attacks through taking possessions, 
taking love ones, and causing illness or 
disease.  We also see that Satan had power 

to use nature and people to execute these 
things. JESUS said that the thief does not 
come except to steal,  kill, and destroy but 
HE came that we may have life and have it 

more abundantly (John 10:10). I  am not 
saying that every time one of the 
aforementioned things  take place in your 

life that you are being directly attacked by 
Satan, but, maybe you are. The important 
this  is that you realize that these things 

happening in our life can separate us from 
GOD if we have the wrong attitude. I am a 
firm believer that “true character” is 
revealed in adversity. Sure, it is easy to say 

you love GOD and HIS people when life is 
comfortable and there is no adversity, but 
what about when everything is  going 

against you? Yea, Job was  described as 
blameless  and GOD fearing before the 
adversity, and we see those characteristics 

to ring even more truthful as we see that 
essentially all that he was given was 
snatched away from him, yet he did not 
curse GOD...he did not sin with his lips. 

The challenge for us is that when things 
are going well, that we don't desire GOD 
because things are going well,  but rather 

because HE is  GOD. Because when things 
change and start going bad, GOD doesn't 
change, and if your devotion to HIM is 

because of who HE is, then you don't have 
to worry about your devotion changing 
because HE doesn't. GOD says  of 
HIMSELF in Malachi 3:6, “For I am the 

LORD, I do not change...” HE does not 
change!

Job 2:11-13
     11 Now when Job's three friends heard of all 

this adversity that had come upon him, each one 
came from his own place--Eliphaz the Temanite, 
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. 

For they had made an appointment together to come 
and mourn with him, and to comfort him. 12 And 
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when they raised their eyes from afar, and did not 
recognize him, they lifted their voices and wept; and 
each one tore his robe and sprinkled dust on his 
head toward heaven. 13 So they sat down with him 

on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no 
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief 
was very great. (NKJV)

The chapter ends with Job's  three friends 
coming to him and mourning him. They 

wept, tore their robes, sprinkled dust on 
their heads and did not speak a word to 
him. The rest of the book of Job is 
comprised of Job and his friends making 

arguments  back and forth trying to 
determine why this has  happened to Job. 
Job's three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad,  and 

Zophar, maintain that Job has sinned and 
that is  why he has suffered so much. Job 
maintains that he has not sinned and does 

not deserve the circumstances that he finds 
himself  in.

We are going to take a portion of each 

person's argument and briefly discuss 
them. When reading the arguments of 
Job's friends we must remember that sin IS 

NOT the reason Job is  enduring his 
circumstances. So, while their arguments 
do sound convincing and they say some 

pretty good stuff, their statements  are 
without full understanding of the situation. 
They do not know that GOD choose Job to 
endure this hardship. They have a worldly 

view of GOD, in the sense that they reason 
that circumstances are a direct reflection of 
man's standing with GOD. Remember we 

refuted this mindset earlier in the study. 
Furthermore, Job does not have total 
insight on the situation either but his 

conclusions  come from the fact that he was 
a blameless, upright, GOD fearing, evil 
shunning man. All in all, there is a lot of 

good stuff said in the book of Job. Let's 
jump in:

Eliphaz’s Argument: Job 4:17-21
     17 'Can a mortal be more righteous than God? 

Can a man be more pure than his Maker? 18 If He 
puts no trust in His servants, If He charges His 
angels with error, 19 How much more those who 

dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the 
dust, Who are crushed before a moth? 20 They are 
broken in pieces from morning till evening; They 

perish forever, with no one regarding. 21 Does not 
their own excellence go away? They die, even 
without wisdom.' (NKJV)

Not sure that there is anything to disagree 
with here. These are some good statements 
made by Eliphaz, but the problem is that 

these statements are to prove the point that 
Job's sin has  brought this  situation upon 
him, and we know that surely is  not the 

case.

Job’s Response: Job 6:24-30
     24 "Teach me, and I will hold my tongue; 
Cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 25 

How forceful are right words! But what does your 
arguing prove? 26 Do you intend to rebuke my 
words, And the speeches of a desperate one, which 

are as wind? 27 Yes, you overwhelm the fatherless, 
And you undermine your friend. 28 Now therefore, 
be pleased to look at me; For I would never lie to 

your face. 29 Yield now, let there be no injustice! 
Yes, concede, my righteousness still stands! 30 Is 
there injustice on my tongue? Cannot my taste 

discern the unsavory? 

Job starts by saying that he really wants to 
understand and if he has erred (sinned) 

then he just wants to know about it.  He 
continues to defend his righteousness (I'm 
not sure if  this is to be complimented).

Bildad’s Argument: Job 8:2-7
     2 "How long  will you speak these things, And 

the words of your mouth be like a strong wind? 3 

Does God subvert judgment? Or does the Almighty 
pervert justice? 4 If your sons have sinned against 

Him, He has cast them away for their 
transgression. 5 If you would earnestly seek God 
And make your supplication to the Almighty, 6 If 

you were pure and upright, Surely now He would 
awake for you, And prosper your rightful dwelling 
place. 7 Though your beginning was small, Yet your 

latter end would increase abundantly. (NKJV)

On the surface Bildad seems to have some 

nice things to say here. But, once again, his 
statements  are not entirely accurate 
because he does  not have understanding of 
the situation. He says  that Job's sons sinned 

against GOD and therefore they were cast 
away, but we know that to not be the truth. 
Bildad says that Job is  not “pure and 

upright” (v.6) but we know that GOD 
described Job as “blameless and upright.” 
Bildad makes some true statements, but he 

cannot box GOD in with those statements 
because in this  situation we know that 
GOD has  not acted according to the 
statements of  Bildad.

Job Speaking: Job 9:32-35
     32 "For He is not a man, as I  am, That I may 
answer Him, And that we should go to court 
together. 33 Nor is there any mediator between us, 

Who may lay his hand on us both. 34 Let Him 
take His rod away from me, And do not let dread 
of Him terrify me. 35 Then I would speak and not 

fear Him, But it is not so with me. (NKJV)

Job makes some really good statements 

here when speaking of GOD. Verse 33 
speaks directly of the work that JESUS 
does, becoming a mediator between GOD 

and man, laying HIS hand on both. 
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Remember that Job was probably the first 
book ever written, so these statements  that 
Job is  making are before any Scripture was 
written. In that context, it is  amazing that 

Job recognizes the need for a mediator 
between man and GOD.

Zophar’s Argument: Job 11:13-20
     13 "If you would prepare your heart, And 

stretch out your hands toward Him; 14 If iniquity 
were in your hand, and you put it far away, And 
would not let wickedness dwell in your tents; 15 

Then surely you could lift up your face without 
spot; Yes, you could be steadfast, and not fear; 16 

Because you would forget your misery, And 

remember it as waters that have passed away, 17 

And your life would be brighter than noonday. 
Though you were dark, you would be like the 

morning. 18 And you would be secure, because there 
is hope; Yes, you would dig  around you, and take 
your rest in safety. 19 You would also lie down, and 

no one would make you afraid; Yes, many would 
court your favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will 
fail, And they shall not escape, And their hope--loss 

of  life!" (NKJV)

Zophar finally enters the discussion and he 
also seems to have some good things to say. 

However, we understand that his 
statements are also without understanding 
and are not accurate as  it concerns Job's 

situation. There is some truth there, 
because those who are in CHRIST have 
had iniquity put far away (v.14) and 

because of that they are without spot, 
steadfast, and without fear (v.15). And 
those who are in CHRIST are without 
misery (v.16) but rather secure because of 

hope (v.18). These are good things but 
Zophar is  speaking in an earthly sense and 
earthly circumstances, on top of the fact 

that these things do not apply to Job. And 
as  the above statements apply to those in 
CHRIST, it is of a spiritual and eternal 

nature ( i . e. sp i r i tua l and e ter nal 
circumstances) not earthly and temporal 
circumstances. (“Zophar's statements are 
true except they are not possible with 

man...you must be born again!” - Pat 
Woods)

Job’s Statement: Job 13:15a
     15a Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him... 

(NKJV)

Wow! No comment here...just ponder on 
that for a while.

Job’s Statement: Job 13:23
     23 How many are my iniquities and sins? 

Make me know my transgression and my sin. 
(NKJV)

Job wanted to know his s in and 
transgression so that he could deal with 
them accordingly.  I think that this speaks to 

the blameless and upright character that 
Job was  described as having by GOD. This 
is  the attitude that we should have and 
when we come upon tough situations in 

our life this  may be a good place to start 
looking for a cause...to comb over and see 
if the current situation is  a result/

consequence of sin. We know because of 
Job's life that negative circumstances are 
not always the result of sin, but sometimes 

they can be and I personally think that 
searching out one's sin or transgression is 
good way to start the enduring process. 
(Psalm 139:23-24)

Job’s Statement: Job 14:1-2
     1 "Man who is born of woman Is of few days 
and full of trouble. 2 He comes forth like a flower 

and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does 
not continue. (NKJV)

True statement.  This is just the fact of the 
m a t t e r.  T h e m o r e i n t e n t l y m a n 
understands this, the more intently man 

understands his need for GOD.

Job’s Statement: Job 19:25-26
     25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He 
shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after my 

skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I 
shall see God, (NKJV)

Redeemer? JESUS period. Once again, in 
the context that this was the first book ever 
written, it is awesome to see the mention of 

a Redeemer. Job speaks confident of a 
Redeemer coming to Earth. This is 
thousands of years before JESUS came 

from the womb of the virgin Mary, and 
HE is already spoken of. Wow! Verse 26 
yields different conclusions. Some conclude 
that this speaks of the Resurrection when 

JESUS comes back for HIS sheep. Some 
conclude that this is Job speaking about 
understanding as at the end of the book in 

chapter 42 verse 5 after Job receives 
understanding he says to GOD, “But now 
my eye sees You.” The latter seems to be 

more contextually accurate but I have no 
problem with both conclusions. Christians 
must know that the REDEEMER lives and 
that when HE comes back and stands all 

others will bow. Hallelujah! Glory to GOD!

Job’s Statement: Job 23:10-12
     10 But He knows the way that I take; When 
He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 11 My 

foot has held fast to His steps; I  have kept His way 
and not turned aside. 12 I have not departed from 
the commandment of His lips; I  have treasured the 

words of His mouth More than my necessary food. 
(NKJV) 
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This is just good stuff right here. It seems 
as  if Job is  starting to kind of understand 
what is going on. Here, he seems to 
understand that he is being tested by GOD 

and is confident that he will come forth as 
gold. HIS confident is in the just (righteous) 
GOD, in that GOD knows the “way” Job 

takes  and because of HIS justness HE will 
present Job as  gold (“refining him and 
turning it out for good” -Pat Woods).

Verse 12 Job says that he has treasured the 
words of GOD more than necessary food. 
This seems so familiar to what GOD said 

later in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 
8:4) and the New Testament (Matthew 4:4 
& Luke 4:4) that “man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of GOD.” GOD 
has not changed and man's need for GOD 

has not changed. And the power of HIS 
words were recognized by Job so long ago. 
Wow! 

Elihu Finally Speaks: Job 32:1-9
     1 So these three men ceased answering Job, 
because he was righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then 
the wrath of Elihu, the son of Barachel the 

Buzite, of the family of Ram, was aroused against 
Job; his wrath was aroused because he justified 
himself rather than God. 3 Also against his three 
friends his wrath was aroused, because they had 

found no answer, and yet had condemned Job. 4 

Now because they were years older than he, Elihu 
had waited to speak to Job. 5 When Elihu saw that 

there was no answer in the mouth of these three 
men, his wrath was aroused. 6 So Elihu, the son of 
Barachel the Buzite, answered and said: "I am 

young in years, and you are very old; Therefore I 
was afraid, And dared not declare my opinion to 
you. 7 I  said, 'Age should speak, And multitude of 

years should teach wisdom.' 8 But there is a spirit 
in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives him 
understanding. 9 Great men are not always wise, 

Nor do the aged always understand justice. 
(NKJV)

Elihu is  a young man who apparently was 

there witnessing these men, including Job, 
weigh in on what was going on. Elihu was 
being respectful and silent because he was 

younger than all of them but seeing what 
was going on he could not help but speak 
up against what he felt was wrong. Verse 

two says that Elihu was aroused against Job 
because he justified himself rather than 
GOD. If there is fault to be placed on Job 
during this whole ordeal it is that as he 

continued to combat with his  friends he 
justified himself and his  righteousness 
rather than justifying GOD and HIS 

righteousness. Job started out great with 
statements like: “the LORD gave and the 
LORD has taken away, blessed be the 

name of the LORD”, and “shall we indeed 
accept good from God, and shall we not 
accept adversity?" These are awesome 
statements that justify GOD and HIS 

righteousness. We must be careful when we 
are baited into justifying ourselves other 
than GOD.

In the other verses listed above there is 
some good stuff, but I will not go into detail 

here. Good stuff to ponder on and draw 
conclusions.

Elihu Speaks About God: Job 34:12-22
     12 Surely God will never do wickedly, Nor will 

the Almighty pervert justice. 13 Who gave Him 
charge over the earth? Or who appointed Him over 
the whole world? 14 If He should set His heart on 

it, If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and 
His breath, 15 All flesh would perish together, And 
man would return to dust. 16 "If you have 

understanding, hear this; Listen to the sound of my 
words: 17 Should one who hates justice govern? 
Will you condemn Him who is most just? 18 Is it 

fitting to say to a king, 'You are worthless,' And to 
nobles, 'You are wicked'? 19 Yet He is not partial to 
princes, Nor does He regard the rich more than the 
poor; For they are all the work of His hands. 20 In 

a moment they die, in the middle of the night; The 
people are shaken and pass away; The mighty are 
taken away without a hand. 21 "For His eyes are 

on the ways of man, And He sees all his steps. 22 

There is no darkness nor shadow of death Where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 

(NKJV)

THEN GOD SPEAKS!!! Job 38:1-12, 22-23; 

40:6-8
GOD weighs in on the matter and shuts all 
arguments down! GOD speaks 102 out 105 

verses over the course of four chapters (Job 
38-41).  I encourage you to read all four 
chapters as  GOD speaks unthinkable 
knowledge and wisdom. Wow! HE 

mentions things  that you would never even 
think about. I will give a few excerpts 
below. These are all directed towards Job.

Job 38:1-12 (NKJV) 
     1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the 

whirlwind, and said: 2 "Who is this who darkens 
counsel By words without knowledge? 3 Now 
prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, 

and you shall answer Me. 4 "Where were you 
when I  laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, 
if you have understanding. 5 Who determined its 

measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched 
the line upon it? 6 To what were its foundations 
fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone, 7 When the 

morning stars sang together, And all the sons of 
God shouted for joy? 8 "Or who shut in the sea 
with doors, When it burst forth and issued from the 

womb; 9 When I  made the clouds its garment, And 
thick darkness its swaddling band; 10 When I fixed 
My limit for it, And set bars and doors; 11 When I 

said, 'This far you may come, but no farther, And 
here your proud waves must stop!' 12 "Have you 
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commanded the morning since your days began, 
And caused the dawn to know its place (NKJV)

Job 38:22-23 (NKJV) 

     22 "Have you entered the treasury of snow, Or 
have you seen the treasury of hail, 23 Which I have 
reserved for the time of trouble, For the day of 

battle and war? (NKJV)

Check out what happened thousands of 

years later...

     “And it happened, as they fled before Israel and 

were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the Lord 
cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as 
far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who 
died from the hailstones than the children of Israel 

killed with the sword” (Josh 10:11, NKJV)

Job 40:6-8 (NKJV) 

     6 Then the Lord answered Job out of the 
whirlwind, and said: 7 "Now prepare yourself like 
a man; I will question you, and you shall answer 

Me: 8 "Would you indeed annul My judgment? 
Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? 
(NKJV) 

Remember earlier when Elihu was upset 
with Job because Job justified himself 

rather than GOD...well GOD asks Job, 
“Would you condemn Me that you may be 
justified?” Job started out justifying GOD, 
but as the arguments went on he began to 

defend his righteousness and defending the 
fact that he did not deserve to to be in 
those circumstances...so in justifying 

himself he seemed to be condemning 
GOD. We must be careful when we begin 
justifying ourselves  saying what we do and 

we don't deserve...in either case it is just 
like saying that GOD is wrong and HE 
does  not know what HE is doing. Now, 
undoubtedly we understand that Job would 

never out right condemn GOD (remember, 

Job never cursed GOD with his lips), but in 
his defense of himself he indirectly 
condemned GOD...we must be careful to 
not do the same. Have faith and believe 

that GOD will justify you, whether in this 
life or on the day of judgment....Romans 
8:33b “...It is God who justifies.”

Job Repents and is Restored: Job 42:1-6, 
7-9, 10-17
Job 42:1-6 (NKJV) 
     1 Then Job answered the Lord and said: 2 "I 
know that You can do everything, And that no 

purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. 3 You 
asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without 
knowledge?' Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I 

did not know. 4 Listen, please, and let me speak; 
You said, 'I will question you, and you shall 
answer Me.' 5 "I have heard of You by the hearing 

of the ear, But now my eye sees You. 6 Therefore I 
abhor myself, And repent in dust and 
ashes." (NKJV)

A few takeaways  here...first...we must 
r e c o g n i z e Jo b ' s h u m i l i t y i n h i s 

repentance...humility, confession,  praising 
GOD...seems like a good model for true 
repentance. Second, Job realized that he 

spoke what he did not understand....he 
spoke what he did not know...James  1:19 
advises  man to be swift to hear and slow to 
speak...well,  let's not err in the same 

manner by speaking what we do not know 
as it concerns  circumstances  in our 
life....the why is not always important, 

because regardless GOD is still GOD, so 
the how we go through i s  more 
important...and this  how is  for the good 

times and the bad.

Job 42:7-9 (NKJV) 
     7 And so it was, after the Lord had spoken these 

words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite, "My wrath is aroused against you and 
your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me 
what is right, as My servant Job has. 8 Now 

therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven 
rams, go to My servant Job, and offer up for 
yourselves a burnt offering; and My servant Job 

shall pray for you. For I will accept him, lest I deal 
with you according to your folly; because you have 
not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job 

has." 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did 
as the Lord commanded them; for the Lord had 

accepted Job. (NKJV)

GOD rebukes  Job's  friends and he 
approves of Job's words. Because GOD 

rebukes them I would hesitate before I start 
quoting what these guys have spoken. 
GOD says that Job spoke correctly of 

HIM. So it seems like GOD's issue with 
Job was not necessarily in the accuracy of 
what he spoke but rather his  lack of 

understanding in what he spoke as was 
clearly seen as  Job sought to justify himself 
more and more rather than justifying 
GOD. GOD accepted Job so much that 

the sacrifice to GOD for Job's friends could 
only be made through Job.  The very one 
that they were accusing was now standing 

in the the gap praying for them so that 
GOD would not “deal with [them] 
according to [their] folly.” Never doubt the 

possibility that you may need to intercede 
via prayer for your accusers.

Job 42:10-17 (NKJV) 

     10 And the Lord restored Job's losses when he 
prayed for his friends. Indeed the Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had before. 11 Then all his 

brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been 
his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food 
with him in his house; and they consoled him and 

comforted him for all the adversity that the Lord 
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had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece 
of silver and each a ring of gold. 12 Now the Lord 
blessed the latter days of Job more than his 
beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six 

thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and 
one thousand female donkeys. 13 He also had seven 
sons and three daughters. 14 And he called the name 

of the first Jemimah, the name of the second 
Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-Happuch. 
15 In all the land were found no women so 

beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father 
gave them an inheritance among their brothers. 16 

After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, 

and saw his children and grandchildren for four 
generations. 17 So Job died, old and full of days. 
(NKJV)

Job endured and GOD blessed him with 
twice as much as he had before. James  5:11 

says it like this:
     “Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You 
have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the 
end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very 

compassionate and merciful” (Jas 5:11, NKJV).

James recalls Job thousands of years  later 
a s a example o f endurance and 
perseverance. The Christian must endure. 
Your relationship with GOD through 

CHRIST does not mean that life is  going 
to be great. If you flip through the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation you will notice 

that many of the people of GOD went 
through harsh circumstances because of 
their relationship with HIM. Whether this 

is  clearly seen in your life or not, you must 
endure. JESUS told the disciples, “But he 
who endures  to the end wi l l be 
saved.” (Matthew 24:13) Sometimes bad 

things are going to happen in life and 
before we know why it is happening we 
must remember that GOD is  still on the 

throne and nothing is  too hard for 
HIM...not even our grinding situations in 
life...so...whether we deserve them or 

not...GOD can be glorified in our “how” 
we go through it. Don't sin with you lips 
through cursing or condemning HIM. 
Don't s in with your l ips through 

c o m p l a i n i n g t o H I M . P r e s s 
on...endure...persevere...Earth is not our 

home...we have a far greater reward to 
look forward to than what Job received 
while he was here on Earth....we have 
JESUS to look forward to....we have 

communion with the eternal GODHEAD 
to look forward to...we have streets of gold 
to look forward to....we have HEAVEN to 

look forward to!

A Word About Suffering
     Suffering is a minister. It serves as a sort of  “holy shaking.” 
That is, when we suffer everything is manifest for what it really 
is. When affliction and trial come we will quickly find out what 

things are able to sustain the soul and what things offer no 
help. You will find that the things of  the world offer no relief  
or strength to the downcast soul. You will also find that the 
God of  all comfort is very capable to taking you out of  the 

miry clay and setting your feet upon a rock so as to make your 
footsteps firm. When your life is shaken and all the temporary 
things around you are crashing down, you want to look for 

that which is unshakeable. You will be able to say, as the 

psalmist did, “I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; for You 

alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety” (Ps 4:8, NKJV). And 

again, “Truly my soul silently waits for God; from Him comes 

my salvation. He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my 

defense; I shall not be greatly moved...my soul, wait silently for 

God alone, for my expectation is from Him. He only is my 

rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved. 
In God is my salvation and my glory; the rock of  my strength, 

and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all times, you 
people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for 
us.” (Ps 62:1-2, 5-8).

     These declarations are the result of  seeing things the way 
they really are. Seeing that God and God alone is the ultimate 
source of  life, strength, and comfort. It is written, “that we 
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of  

God” (Acts 14:22). When you face tribulation, praise God, 
and look to the Rock that cannot be shaken; the Rock that is 
higher than you. You will not be disappointed - His mercies 

are new every morning, great is His faithfulness.

“Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of  God, that He may exalt 
you in due time: casting all your care upon 
Him, for He careth for you. Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast 
in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. But the 
God of  all grace, who hath called us unto 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To 
Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:6-11
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS 

Sober Thoughts
• "And he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of  them, 

and the sheep follow him because they KNOW his voice. A 
stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, 
because they DO NOT KNOW the voice of  strangers." (Jn 

10:4-5) Praise God for what He has given us to "know" and 
"not know." (E. Olmsted)

• The Queen of  the South traveled from the utmost parts 

of  the earth to hear the wisdom of  Solomon and the men of  
Ninevah repented at the preaching of  Jonah. BEHOLD! A 
greater than Solomon is here! BEHOLD! A greater than 

Jonah is here! 
• We have need of  the words from the Lord. Job knew this 

to be the case. He esteemed the Lord’s word more than his 
necessary food! (B. Hutchcraft)

• “Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of  life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city” (Rev 22:14). The Lord is not looking 

for a reason to condemn people, He has written His law upon 
our hearts and given us of  His Spirit, that we may be able to 
stand before Him perfect on the last day. (P. Woods)

• “Any areas where we struggle with pride are areas where 
we lack understanding” (G. Blakely)

• “Do not fear suffering. It is an opportunity to be 
comforted by Christ” (P. McCulfor)

The Rejection of  the Truth
     When men embrace a second-hand view of  the truth – one that has been filtered through human understanding – it insulates the 

soul against truth’s power. This bondage can only be broken by God commanding the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God to 
shine into the heart (2 Cor 4:6). However, this marvelous command is coupled together with the Gospel, which is the vehicle through 

which the power is realized (Rom 1:16). If  that Gospel is spurned, the Divine bondage-breaking commandment will not be uttered. In 
that case, the hostility of  the unbeliever grows in direct proportion to one’s exposure to the Gospel...
     Truth and the lie are inextricably locked in combat, opposing each other. Good and evil, and right and wrong are opposed to each 

other. What issues forth from Christ cannot be reconciled to things coming from Satan. The temporal and the eternal cannot be 
merged. No person can set their affection on things above and maintain a primary interest in things on the earth.
     All of  that explains why the truth causes the outbreak of  opposition among those who have not received a love for it, yet are devoted 
to some humanly-devised form of  religion. There is a sense of  the friction between revealed religion and traditional religion that goes 

beyond the perimeter of  intelligence. It inflames the emotion, and causes those opposed to the truth to speak and act unreasonably. It 
may move them to cry out against Jesus “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” It may move them to ignore the fact that they cannot resist the 
wisdom of  Stephen, and attempt to hire men to lie about him. Such hostility can move the Jews to have Paul beaten with forty stripes 

save one, five times. It can even move them to stone Paul, then drag his body out of  the city as though it was a piece of  garbage.
     We cannot afford to allow ourselves to think that those who do not love the truth will respect us because we are harmless, or that 
they will listen politely to us because we come to help them. God can cause this to happen, to be sure.  But He doesn’t always do this.

“It is hard for you to kick against the pricks”

The apostle Paul was a man to lived for God. He saw to it that 

he was always pleasing to the Lord. He always strove to keep “a 

conscience void of  offense toward God” (Acts 24:16). When 

Jesus revealed Himself  to then, Saul of  Tarsus, on the road to 

Damascus, He questioned him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting Me?” Thus, indicating that the object of  the 

pharisee’s assault was none other than the Lord’s Christ. When 

Paul asked who it was that spoke, Jesus replied, “I am Jesus 

whom you are persecuting” and then said, “it is hard for you to 

kick against the goads” (NKJV). Paul, like all believers, found 

that it was a difficult, displeasing and even painful thing to resist 

the prodding of  the Lord. Kicking against the pricks or goads is 

going against what the conviction of  a sanctified conscience. 

Paul’s sensitivity toward God made it hard for him to resist the 

will of  the Father. Praise God, he was not the last one to find this 

a difficult thing to do. When the Holy Spirit convicts concerning 

sin, righteousness and judgment (Jn 16:7-11), those seeking to 

please God will find it hard to kick against the pricks. 
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ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND TEACH

“Therefore every scribe 
instructed in the 
kingdom of heaven is 
like a householder who 
brings out of his 
treasure things new and 
old.” (Matthew 13:52)

The Nature of Revelation
God does not revea l Himse l f 

completely at one time. To be sure, the 
“things which are revealed belong to us” 
but the fact that there remains “secret 

things” that belong only to God, confirm 
that God doesn’t reveal everything in “one 
lump sum” (Deut 29:29). The book of 
Hebrews states this case from the 

beginning saying, “God, who at various 

times  and in various  ways  spoke in time 

past to the fathers  by the prophets, has in 
these last days spoken to us by His 

Son” (Heb 1:1-2, NKJV). Being that 
revelation of God comes “in part” (1 Cor 
13:9) we must recognize that as a result our 
understanding and knowledge of God is 

something that will start off small yet is 
able to increase - like everything in the 
kingdom. “Grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ,” Peter says (2 Pet 3:18). And with a 
desire of this  Paul prays “that the God of 

our Lord Jesus  Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him” 

having “the eyes of your understanding 
enlightened” (Eph 1:17-18). 

Instructed in the Kingdom
 Intellect and education really amount 

to nothing in the kingdom of God. Jesus 
said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hidden these 
things (things pertaining to the kingdom of 

God) from the wise and intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants” (Mt 11:25, 
NASB). The kingdom of God is spiritual. 

Therefore, being instructed in the kingdom 
of heaven has to do with having “the 

knowledge of His  will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding” (Col 1:9). 
This kind of insight does  not come from 

men or from studying nature or books but 
rather it is insight that comes from God. 
While God may use nature or men or 

books to instruct in this  way, the source of 
spiritual understanding is God Himself. 
Anyone who has come to Jesus has done so 

because he has been “taught of God” (Jn 
6:45). Those in Christ are in a covenant in 
which “they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor,  and every man his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the Lord’:  for all shall know 
Me, from the least to the greatest” (Heb 
8:11). He instructs them concerning His 

kingdom.

Being instructed in the kingdom of 
heaven has  to do with understanding the 

ways of God. The kingdom of heaven is 
the “rule of heaven” just as it is referred to 
as  the kingdom of God and therefore, the 
rule of God. Every scribe who has 

understanding concerning how God works 
doesn’t just rehearse the Scriptures but is 
able to give “the sense” and cause others to 
“understand the reading” (Neh 8:8). He is 

is  able to use the foundational truths that 
he was given early on in his  walk of faith 
and gain new insights in view of them for a 

better, more clear, understanding of the 
things of God. And as he walks in 
fellowship with the Lord he is constantly 

receiving new things for his treasury.

His Treasure Contains Things Old and New
 “His  treasure.” This scribe has his 

own treasure. He does borrow from 
a n o t h e r. T h o u g h h e m a y g a i n 
understanding through another scribe, he 
is  then able to obtain it for himself. If every 

scribe (or preacher) today limited himself 
to preaching from his own treasure, much 
false teaching would actually subside. A 

great deal of the lies  being preached are 
simply the result of men quoting other 
men. They have borrowed from another 

and what they borrowed was not treasure, 
it was “fool’s gold.” What God gives is 
always true. 

I do not wish to minimize the value of 

preaching and teaching and writing. It is 
an immeasurable ministry that has blessed 
me tremendously. But I, like everyone, 

must test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God. When reading the writings of 
men, we must be noble minded like those 

of Berea who studied the Scriptures to see 
if what was being taught was actually the 
truth (Acts 17:11).

THINGS NEW AND THINGS OLD
by Pat Woods
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“Things new and old” shows  us  that 
our understanding is  a gradual process. We 
are not given all insight at one time. There 
are times when we “cannot bear” deeper 

teachings (Jn 16:12). While this is  not 
desirable, it does allow us  to have patience. 
It encourages us to be faithful with what 

God has given us so that He will give us 
more (Mt 13:12).  In other words, when 
God gives  you insight or opens your eyes to 

some truth or reveals something to you or 
the day dawns and the daystar arises in 
your heart...be diligent to hide it in your 
heart and be forward to declare it from the 

rooftops. If you are faithful will little, you 
will be given more.

Taking Out of Your Treasure
What is given to you is not only for 

you but for all the children of God. When 
God gives you treasure it is  to be shared 
among all the people. Believers  are to have 

“all things in common” (Acts 2:44) 
including, and especially, their insights into 
the word of God and the kingdom of 

heaven. In this  way, we must be good 
stewards of the word of God. We, like the 
apostle,  declare unto others that which we 
have received from the Lord (1 Cor 15:1). 

We speak about what we have seen and 
heard from the Lord (Acts 4:20; 1 Jn 1:1-3) 
or as it is  written in our text: we take out of 

our own treasure the things which we have 
been given.

In the Assembly of the Saints
God teaches His people and causes 

them to grow through their assembling 
together and speaking to one another. 

“But speaking the truth in love, may grow up 

into Him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ; from whom the whole body fitly 

joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the 

edifying of  itself  in love.” (Eph 4:15-16)

As each joint holds  fast to the Head and 
properly works and fulfills  its task, the 

entire body is  benefited. That is, each 
person abides in Jesus and out of that 
fellowship receives blessings so that when 

the whole church comes together they are 
able to share what God has  given them 
with the whole. This is particularly true in 
“speaking the truth in love” one to another.

Often times, in the assembly of the 
saints, believers have the experience where 
they hear new insights  into the Scriptures; 

something they never considered in that 
way before. It is then that they, as a scribe 
instructed in the kingdom of heaven,  are 

able to take out of their treasure old things 
that they have known for a long time and 
use the new things that they had just heard 
to clarify their understanding of God. This 

is  a very pleasing and edifying experience. 
In this way they are able to grow with a 
growth that is from God (Col 2:19).

Several things  are necessary in this 
process. They must have ears to hear and 
heart that is ready to receive the things of 

God. They must have a God that can teach 
them and give them “understanding in all 
things” (2 Tim 2:7). And they must have 
faithful brethren present who are able to 

share the things  that God has given them. 
They must have the Holy Spirit to guide 
them and teach them. They must have 

Jesus, the Master and Teacher. They must 
be His disciple.  All of these things provide 
a fertile field for much fruit bearing. It is in 

this kind of environment when the 
Scripture is fulfilled that says:

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went 

down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew 
of Hermon, and as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord 

commanded the blessing, even life for 
evermore.” (Psalm 133)

Where the Law Falls Short
A scribe is, no doubt,  proficient in the 

Law of God. He is  thoroughly acquainted 
with the books of Moses, the holy days, the 

priesthood,  etc. But it is  when he becomes 
instructed in the kingdom of heaven that 
he is able to see that the law is actually a 
schoolmaster to bring him to Christ and a 

shadow of  things to come. 

The law will tell you “what to do” in 
various  circumstances but will not bring 

you to “know God”. Knowing God and 
knowing His Son Jesus Christ is eternal life 
and it is  Jesus that gives  this life (Jn 17:2-3). 

The law could not provide this. “If there 
had been a law given which could have 
given life,  verily righteousness should have 
been by the law” (Gal 3:21).

The law, however, is not against the 
promises of God. The problem comes 
when the scribe is only acquainted with the 

law of God and not God Himself. That is, 
he reads the Scriptures but not with God in 
mind. All he sees  is what he is   permitted to 

do and what he is not permitted to do. 
Jesus spoke to such scribes and called them 
“hypocrites” (Mt 23:13-29) revealing that 
the Scriptures testified of  Him (Jn 5:38-40). 

Praise God, no scribe has to stay this 
way. Jesus Christ has come and has given 
us an understanding (1 Jn 5:20). He has 

revealed to us  “new things” to compliment 
the old things in our treasury.
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“How blessed is the 
man who does not walk 
in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stand in the 
path of sinners, nor sit 
in the seat of scoffers! 
But His delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and in 
His law he meditates 
day and night. He will 
be like a tree firmly 
planted by streams of 
water, which yields its 
fruit in its season and 
its leaf does not wither; 
and in whatever he 
does, he will 
prospers” (Psalm 1:1-3)
     
It is  good to delight yourself in the law of 
the Lord or in His word. I’ve been thinking 
about this  idea of delight, and the fact that 

we do those things that delight us. We think 
about those things that we delight in.  I’d 
like to point out a couple things from this 

first Psalm.

A Source of Nourishment
Delighting in the law of the Lord and 

having it fill our thoughts  provides a 
continual source of nourishment and 
refreshment to our spirits. As water is vital 

to a tree’s  life so it is  with the word of God 
and life within us. I know that you have 
experienced this, when there are times that 
your soul is downcast, you turn to the word 

and find what you need for life. Consider 
some of these verses from Psalm 119:92, 
“If your law had not been my delight, then 

I would have perished in my affliction.” 
There is no hope and no strength in 
ignorance.  It is being reminded of who 

God is and His promises that allows us to 
be strong in grace and cling to the rock of 
our salvation. Psalm 94:17-19 reads “If the 
Lord had not been my help, my soul would 

soon have dwelt in the abode of silence. If 
I should say, my foot has slipped, your 
lovingkindness O Lord will hold me up. 

When my anxious  thoughts multiply within 
me, your consolations delight my soul” If it 
were not for a word from the Lord, if it 

were not for the Word being made flesh we 
would still be lost in sins  but praise God he 
has revealed himself to us  and provides a 
continual source of living water for our 

nourishment in Jesus Christ. 

You Will Yield Fruit
This delight will cause us to bear fruit. 
Fruit is a natural product of life, health, 
and growth. Fruit bearing is a promise 
from the Lord for those who abide in the 

True Vine. The fruit of the spirit,  bearing 
fruit in keeping with repentance, the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness. So if you 

desire to bear much fruit delight yourself in 
the law of  the Lord. 

You Will Prosper
Those that delight themselves in the law 
are promised to prosper in whatever they 
do.  Consider Psalm 127 “Unless the Lord 
builds the house,  they labor in vain who 

build it;  unless the Lord guards the city, the 
watchman keeps  awake in vain. It is  vain 
for you to rise up early, to retire late, to eat 

the bread of painful labors; for He gives to 
His  beloved even in his sleep.” True 
prosperity comes only from the Lord and 

all our labors are in vain if we do not 
delight in Him, for He is  the one that 
created all and is  in control of all. We want 
to be among His  beloved that He gives to, 

even in His sleep.  I want to be careful to 
say that prospering is not physical blessings. 
Prosperity carries more the idea of 

carrying out God’s will and being given 
things which will not perish or be taken 
away. We know this because what is said 

about Jesus in Isaiah 52:13 “My servant 
will prosper, He will be high and lifted up.” 
Jesus didn’t have a place to lay his head, he 
was a man of sorrow, he was made a curse 

in His death and died at a young age 
(though He didn’t stay in the grave).  The 
prosperity that is being emphasized here is 

that Jesus completed the work he was  given 
to do. That is true prosperity and that is 
the promise to those delighting in the law 

of  the Lord. 

     A few last thoughts about delighting 

ourselves in the law of the Lord. Psalm 
37:4 states that if we delight ourselves  in 
the Lord that he will give us the desires  of 

our heart.  One thing that delighting 

Delighting in the Law of the Lord
by Brandi Woods
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ourselves in the Lord results  in is  God 
giving us godly desires. Then God 
fulfills the desires  of our heart. The one 
desire that is common in all believers is 

what David says in Psalm 27 to dwell in 
the house of Lord all the days of His 

life and to behold the beauty of the 
Lord. God promises to fulfill this desire 
as we delight ourselves in His law. 
     In the assembly of the saints, when 

we have gathered together to encourage 
one another, spur each other on to love 

and good deeds, glorify God, and hear 
the word proclaimed; let us delight 
ourselves in the word of the Lord that 
we may lay hold of what is promised to 

us. 

ADDICTED TO THE MINISTRY OF THE SAINTS 

     The saints of God are a primary consideration of God. God is “the King of saints” (Rev 15:3). He 
delights in the saints (Ps 16:3) and determines not to forsake them but rather to preserve them forever (Ps 

37:28). With this in mind Christ “gave Himself” for them and is currently cherishing and nourishing them 
(Eph 5:25, 29). The Holy Spirit is a Helper and Comforter to them (Jn 14:16-17). The angels are “sent 
forth to minister” to them (Heb 1:14). Overseers are ordained by the Holy Spirit to feed “the flock of 
God” (Acts 20:28). Jesus commissioned Peter to “feed My sheep” as a result of Peter’s love for Christ (Jn 
21:15-17). God is serious about ministering to you, His saint. It is appropriate then for you, like the house 

of Stephanas, to addict yourself to the ministry of the saints, as well (1 Cor 16:15). To exert your energies 
and resources to consistently supply what is lacking in them. To refresh the spirit of the saints as did 
Philemon (Phm 1:5-7). Primarily, the best way to minister to the saints of God is to be fully devoted to God 
Himself. That by your faith the people of God may be comforted and provoked to press on (Rom 1:12).

“Casting Out all that Offends”  - Kayla Olmsted
As you are all very aware, brethren, we are currently engaged in a spiritual battle. Within us, our flesh wages war with against our spirit. 
This battle requires us to continually put to death our old man and old desires and put on our “new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (Eph 4:24). This is not a battle in which we can enter into half heartedly or casually. We know that our 
“adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet 5:8). He is out to deceive and mislead and 
he is crafty and good at what he does. Therefore we must “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that ye amy be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” (Eph 6:10-11) Standing against the wiles of the devil is only possible 
in Christ. We will only overcome by the One who has overcome. While we are in the flesh we must fight, stand firm, hold fast, resist the 
devil, war against the flesh, put off the old, put on the new, be on the alert, be diligent and endure. We are enabled to do this because 
“greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world.” (1 Jn 4:4) For now we certainly have a lot to do but I don’t want you to grow 
weary brethren.  Let me remind you that there is a day coming when this battle will be over. “For now is our salvation nearer than when 
we believed.” (Rom 13:11) “The Son of man will send forth his angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks (or 
all things that offend), and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. THEN the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt 13:41-43). One day 
all the things we are waring against will be removed. I like how Matthew 15:13 puts it “Every plant in which my heavenly Father did not 
plant shall be uprooted”. How excited are you for this day ?!!
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Introduction
The grace of God that brings  salvation has 

appeared to all men, saving us from not 
only the penalty of sin but the power of sin 
also. I feel it necessary to give a brief 

overview of the scriptures  leading up to 
this  text to get a better understanding of 
the magnitude of this truth that is revealed 
in the scripture. This letter is written by 

Paul to Titus whom the apostle refers  to as 
his “own son after the common faith” (Tit 
1:4). As Paul often does in his letters he 

opens up with a statement of who he is and 
why he is writing. “Paul a servant of God, 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ” (v.1) this is 

who Paul is,  a servant of God not a servant 
of man.  Everything that a servant does  he 
does with his Master in mind. So, 
appropriately Paul reminds Titus  that he 

serves God not man. That the life he now 
lives  he lives  he lives by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved him, and gave himself 

for him. Verses two and three are the 
“bottom line” of the letter. “In hope of 
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised 

before the world began. But hath in due times 
manifested his word through preaching, which is 
committed unto me according to the commandment 
of God our Saviour.” Everything written is to 

this  end “eternal life”, the life which God 
had made known through the preaching of 
His  word which had been entrusted to the 

Apostle.

Then Paul goes on to say,  if I may 

paraphrase,  I have left you,  Titus, in Crete 
to finish what I couldn’t do while I was 
there. I  need you to appoint elders in every 

city. The elders cannot be just anyone, they 
need to have certain qualifications.  They 
need to have been taught to hold fast to the 
faithful word, and be able to exhort and 

convince the gainsayers.  Because there are 
many that are unruly, vain talking, 
deceivers among you. Ones who are even 

of the circumcision. They profess to know 
God but their deeds  deny Him. Then 
beginning in chapter two, Paul gives 

instruction on how the people of God act. 
He says  they will all live soberly;  men, 
women, and children. Showing them selves 
to be uncorrupt, and sound in speech. 

Servants will obey their masters. Some 
lofty requirements for these people to live 
by. Now we get the focus text. This text is 

the why text or the “because”. This is the 
statement preceding instructions rest upon. 
Paul has said do all these things in view of 

this one thing.
     For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, 
Te a c h i n g u s t h a t , d e n y i n g 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; Looking 

for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who 

gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. (Titus 

2:11-14)
There is temptation among the flesh to get 
caught up in what you need to do and miss 

the why. This text is  the why. We live 

soberly because the Grace of God has 
appeared and is made available in 
abundance and it does  (not it should), it 
does  teach or instruct us to deny 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live 
godly lives right now in this evil world. 

What is salvation? This is something that 
has escaped much of the “modern church” 
of our day.   What does it mean to be 

saved? Is it something that you have done 
and now God owes you something? Or do 
we say alright God I did all these things 
now you are obligated to save me, because 

look at these things that I have done? Or is 
it that we search diligently through the 
bible and find everything that we have to 

do and then we are saved? Jesus said “You 
search the Scriptures because in them you 
think you have life, but it is the scriptures 

that testify of Me.”(Joh 5:39)  Is  salvation 
something that happened one time and we 
rely on this one time experience as like a 
“get out of hell free card”? Is this 

salvation? The answer is a resounding, 
NO! Salvation is a work of God in which 
men are reconciled to God and walk in His 

good works, resulting in eternal life now, 
and eternal glory to God.  Salvation is the 
powerful deliverance from the enemy and 

the ushering in of abundant grace and 
prosperity. I would like to be emphatic 
about this  point, that the primary 
personality in salvation is God,  not man! It 

is  the Grace of God that brings salvation. 
And it is designed this way so that no one 
may boast, and if we do boast, we boast in 

the cross of Christ. So what are we saved 

THE GRACE OF GOD BRINGS SALVATION  
by Erik Olmsted
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from? If the answer could only be one 
word it would be: sin. We are saved from 
the penalty of sin that is  death and the 
power of sin that is it’s  dominion over us. 

Being saved from the reign of sin is  where I  
will focus now. This is  what Paul is 
underscoring to Titus in this text; that the 

grace of God has  been made available in 
abundance to all men and under this reign 
of grace the people of God live with sober 

minds and their actions reflect the 
intentions of their hearts and minds.  This 
is what grace does.

Before Grace Came
 Before you could sit in the classroom 

of Grace,  there were some prerequisites. 
Not things that you did, although, you did 
do some things if you are currently under 

Grace, but before the grace that brings 
salvation could be brought to men God 
had to handle some things. This might be a 

technical point,  but God has  always  had 
grace and for that matter He has always 
given it to men. Remember that Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the lord, as  well 
as  Lot, Moses, Daniel, and a few other 
individuals in the old scriptures.  But that 
grace that they found was different in a 

way, that type of Grace changed the 
circumstances, yet the people stayed the 
same. Now the Grace that brings salvation 

changes  you, while your circumstances 
might remain the same. Let us  briefly 
consider that God has always been a 

gracious God. God has always had grace; 
this is in fact a part of  his nature. 

     Then the LORD passed by in front of him(that 

is Moses) and proclaimed, "The LORD, the 
LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 

who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who 
forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will 

by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting 
the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the 
g randchi ldren to the th i rd and four th 
generations." (Exo 34:6-7)

God has always been the God of all grace.  
However, it wasn’t until the One who is 

“full of grace” was enthroned in a position 
to make God’s  abundant grace available to 
all men. Then it can be said that the grace 

of God that brings salvation has appeared. 
And it has  appeared to all men, through 
one man. 
     And he said, It is a light thing that thou 

shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will 
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 

mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 
(Isa 49:6)
     I  will declare the decree: the LORD hath said 

unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of  the earth for thy possession. (Ps 2:7-8)

These scriptures are actually a dialog 
between the Father and the Son. The 

Father is saying to the Son, “Son you are 
going to be stepping down to earth, made a 
little lower than the angels, you will taste 

death for every man. But this will be worth 
it, because you will be returning to me with 
many sons, and you will be a Father to all 
nations, and you will be made Lord of all.” 

God’s salvation is  a large one,  made 
available to all men. There is  but one 
requirement to be eligible to receive 

salvation, you have to have sinned and 
fallen short.

Before I could sit in the classroom of grace, 
God had to show me that there was a part 
of me that is  only evil continually. There is 
a part of me that is corrupt and will always 

be corrupt. No amount regiment or 
command could change this. I could not 
just stop doing certain things and start 
d o i n g o t h e r s .  L o o k a t I s r a e l , 

commandment after commandment, 
miracle after miracle, information upon 
information, none of this could change 

them. Not that the commandment, 
miracle,  or information was bad, because 
all those things came from God. There is 

no way that anything from God could be 
bad. The problem was  with me, not with 
God. And it really is my problem not God’s 
problem. He is by no means  required to 

intervene and fix what man has corrupted. 
The problem is the part of me that is 
connected to Adam. I’m talking about my 

“flesh”, “sinful nature”, or “old man”. 
     Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon 

all men, for that all have sinned:  (For until the 
law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law). Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not 

sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, 
who is the figure of him that was to come.  (Rom 
5:12-14)

The law is  weak through the flesh, not the 
other way around. The law came in so that 

I could see that I am weak, I cannot do it 
the way that God requires it. And by the 
law I should be dead.  Because the carnal mind 
is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 

law of God, neither indeed can be (Rom 8:27). 
My carnal mind is opposing God, and his 
law. With the law I can only shout out my 

inadequacies, iniquit ies, s ins,  and 
transgressions. I had to come to this 
realization though, that by my deeds I have 

only earned death. God would have been 
just in destroying me. My sin had separated 
me from my God. I could not even stop the 
wrath which was to come, much less bring 
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forth my own salvation. I was blessed by a 
thought a few weeks ago by my dear 
brother Richard Reed, that I couldn’t even 
bare the weight of my own sin, much less 

the sin of the world. This  is one hundred 
percent the truth. The only way I could be 
saved is if, God’s  own arm were to bring 

salvation (Isa 59:16).  The Carnal mind 
cannot be subject to the law of God. So 
God had to take care of our natural state, 

the old man, the flesh, he had to somehow 
give us something new. Because they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God, no 
matter how good the flesh looks or how 

desperately it wants to, it will not happen. 
Insert Gospel here.

God’s Seed in You
You have to be born again. We needed a 
new nature, not new commandments.  We 

need God’s own arm to bring salvation. 
This is exactly what our God did. The God 
that we serve, sent his  only begotten Son, 

our Lord Jesus  Christ. The only One who 
could condemn sin in the flesh. The only 
One who could be considered by God to 
be a worthy sacrifice because He was the 

only one who was truly after God’s own 
kind. The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world, the One who “bore 

our sins in His body on the cross,  so that 
we might die to s in and l ive to 
righteousness, for by His  wounds you were 

healed” (1 Pet 2:24). 
     Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead...“we” have been born again not of seed 
which is perishable (or corruptible like that 

after the nature of Adam) but imperishable 
(or incorruptible like after the nature of 

Christ), that is, through the living and enduring 
word of  God. (1 Pet 1:3, 23) 

We have been born again from the seed of 

God. Now when you plant an apple tree, 
what kind of fruit will grow on it? How 
about an orange tree? The fruit trees bear 

fruit after their own kind. Do we expect to 
have different results with the seed of 
corruptible and incorruptible? Whatever is 

born of God by imperishable seed brings 
forth fruit after its own kind,  heavenly fruit, 
godly fruit.  When you were born again you 
are given a new nature, not new 

commands, or a new regiment. A new 
nature, one brought about by the Spirit.

The War Erupts
There is  a problem with being born again 

though. The flesh hates  it. It wages  war 
against the Spirit. When I was born again 
and “raised to walk in newness  of life” I 

was given a new nature, a spirit that cries 
out “Abba, Father”. A spirit that wants to 
go home to heaven. But here I am in the 

flesh, living in the world, although I have 
been delivered from it.
     For I  know that nothing good dwells in me, that 
is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but 

the doing of the good is not. For the good that I 
want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I 
do not want. But if I am doing the very thing I do 

not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin 
which dwells in me. I find then the principle that 
evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. 

For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the 
inner man, but I see a different law in the members 
of my body, waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin 

which is in my members. Wretched man that I am! 
Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind 

am serving the law of God, but on the other, with 
my flesh the law of  sin. (Rom 7:18-25) 

There is  a war in our member a very real 

struggle. I would like to point out that the 
Apostle is not saying, “he is  only human”, 
or “he just makes mistakes”, or “that 

everyone sins”, or “I cannot stop this sin 
that is  in me”. We are talking about the 
struggle, this inner conflict that is common 

on with everyone who has been born 
again. Although I want to do nothing but 
please the father, I have these thoughts, this 
covetousness, that is  thrown at me like fiery 

darts.  This war in my mind. Something 
that we didn’t experience before we came 
into the love of God which is in Christ 

Jesus, because before God caused us to be 
born again, we had one nature with 
nothing to struggle against it. Before the 

spirit comes all we have is the flesh. The 
scripture doesn’t say that the flesh sets  its 
desire against  the flesh right? 
     For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 

and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in 
opposition to one another, so that you may not do 
the things that you please. (Gal 5:17)

Again this doesn’t mean that all we can do 
is  sin, and we are sinning against God 

daily, not at all. It is saying that I am now 
dominated by the Spirit of God and want 
to please him, but I have this flesh that I 
am in that is brining me down, trying to 

dominate my thoughts, while my interest is 
in “taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of  Christ”(2 Cor 10:5).

Grace Teaches
We are currently living in a trial period. 

Like Israel after being delivered out of the 
hand of Pharaoh, and passing through the 
Red Sea, we too are currently living in the 
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wilderness, a place that is not our home. 
Where we have an adversary walking 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour.  The weapon of the enemy are 

fiery darts, thoughts thrown at your mind, 
intended to bring forth sin. The enemy 
cannot make you sin, he can tempt you 

though. And do not be unaware brethren 
of the fiery trial which is  to try you. Satan 
uses the same weapons to destroy you as 

God does to refine, and strengthen your 
faith. But the Grace of God has appeared 
bring salvation to all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 

should live sober,  righteous, and godly in 
this  present world. Let me say it like this, 
grace teaches you to cease from sin, and 

live by faith towards  God, subjecting 
yourself to His will for you.  For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his 

good pleasure (Php 2:13). Now Gods works in 
us through grace to want exactly what He 
has an abundance of: the exceeding riches 
of  His grace. (Eph 2:7)

However, there is a very real war that is 
being waged is in our minds,  where we are 

tempted to doubt what we know about 
God, and believe the lie that is the fiery 
dart. Grace teaches us to defeat Satan in 

the arena of our minds before the 
temptation or lust brings forth sin. I think it 
cannot be stated any more clearly than it is 
in James. 

     But every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when 

it is finished, bringeth forth death. (Jas 1:14-15)

Temptation begins  in the mind. This is 

where the war is taking place. If the battle 
is  lost in the mind then, this thought brings 
sin and sin death. This is a war in the 

mind. See but even with the temptation 
comes a way out.  
     There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 

not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (1 Cor 

10:13)

So if the grace of God teaches us  to deny 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world, why then is the church in its 
current state? It is too common a thing in 

the modern church today for gross 
immorality to break out, things that we 
won’t even speak of among ourselves!  Why 

does  this happen though? How could the 
redeemed of the Lord be living in such sin? 
How could a people that have been 

delivered from the world continue to live in 
it? I’d say people don’t know a whole lot 
about Gods grace. That doesn’t mean we 
sit around and grumble. We proclaim it 

upon the housetops. Well brethren we need 
to talk about God’s grace more. Because it 
is  by grace that we have been saved, 

through faith,  that not of yourselves it is 
the gift of God. Instruction is all well and 
good, but without knowing there is  access 

to abundant grace, instruction does get you 
were you need to go.  Salvation by grace is 
the foundation that the house of 
instruction sits upon.  The foundation has 

got be sure before the house can be built. 
And really our instruction is  pointing them 
to the one who gives abundant grace. The 

gospel is  not referred to as  the “gospel of 
the grace of God” in Acts chapter 20 for 
no reason,  it is because the gospel is 

dominated by God’s  grace. The gospel 
provides the substance that faith requires.

An Effective Teacher

God’s grace is an effective teacher. God’s 
grace teaches you God, what He loves 
what He hates. It teaches  you to be “Holy 
as  God is Holy”. And being holy is 

required, do not be deceived “without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord” (Heb 
12:14).  

     Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor 
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 
Such were some of you; but you were washed, but 

you were sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God. (1 Cor 6:9-11)

There is  a fleshly tendency when speaking 
of God’s  grace to interpret that it goes light 

on sin. However, this  is  not the case at all. 
A large part of the salvation that is brought 
to man the ability and necessity to crucify 
the flesh. God’s grace is  not an open door 

to sin, it actually shuts  the door on the 
sinful nature. So this  view of,  the more you 
sin the more grace you will receive is a lie. 

Jesus was full of grace, so this  could never 
be the case at all. The one who was 
without sin, is full of grace and truth. I’m 

going to say that the more grace you 
receive the less tendencies you have 
towards sin, and the sinful nature. And this 
inappropriate view of God’s grace is not a 

new one that has become popular recently, 
it’s  not a new thought by any means, 
because the apostle Paul in the letter to the 

Romans addresses this very same issue. 
     What shall we say then? Are we to continue in 
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! 

How shall we who died to sin still live in it? Or do 
you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into 
His death? Therefore we have been buried with 
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Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have become united with Him in the 

likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in 
the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that 
our old self was crucified with Him, in order that 

our body of sin might be done away with, so that 
we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has 
died is freed from sin. (Rom 6:1-7)

We are now “under grace” that is the part 
of us  that we used to be dominated by the 
“old self ” or the “flesh” ,  has  legally been 

crucified with Christ on the cross,  now 
practically he is crucified in our minds, 
none the less we are now raised in newness 

of life,  and our “new man” is  the dominate 
part of us, we no longer live for ourselves, 
but for him who died and rose again. The 

sacrifice of Christ is good enough to not 
only take away sin, but also the sinful 
nature. I know we know this,  but I like 
saying it. The sacrifice of Christ is more 

than enough to take away my sin, but also 
my sinful nature. I really am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live.  I am dead to sin! 

So grace now teaches us to remember the 
cross that our “old man” the sinful nature 
has been crucified with Christ and I am 

longer living according to the course of 
this  world. “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2Co 5:7).  By faith we appropriate 
the benefits  of the blood of Christ. It is  not 

by accident that baptism is associated with 
the cross. Because now by faith and 
remembrance we appropriate the things 

that God has associated with the cross 
through baptism, marvelous. In view of 
Christ dying on the cross, consider also 

yourselves to be “Dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.”

Salvation is Not Just “Don’ts”
Salvation is  about just what you don’t do. I 

think that I have been implying this  but let 
me just come right out and say it.  Salvation 
is  not that you just don’t smoke, and drink, 

and kill, and not watch TV Sunday 
morning and come to church. Because 
other religion brings  about this  kind of 
behavior. Monks don’t drink or smoke or 

kill or watch TV that is not what salvation 
is  though. It is about being freed from one 
and joined to another that is Christ. It is 

about turning from darkness to light, from 
the dominion of Satan to God, and 
receiving forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Christ (Act 26:18). It 
is  not just about denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, it also about living soberly 

righteously and godly in the present world. 
When we are talking about the grace of 
God we are talking about more that 

making it out of Egypt, we are talking 
about entering in to the land of Canaan. 
When we are talking about the grace of 

God we are talking about more than 
putting off the old man which is corrupt, 
we are talking about putting on the new 
man which is created in righteousness and 

holiness. When we are talking about the 
grace of God we are talking about more 
than not going to hell, we are talking about 

making it to Glory where we will have an 
abundant entrance ministered to us. 

The Throne of Grace
     Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not 
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all 
things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of  need.  (Heb 4:14-16)

Our high priest can give us the grace that 

we need to overcome the various trials.  We 
have access through our “great high priest” 
to the God of all Grace, who is  gracious in 

nature, and “able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance 

for every good deed.” This scripture in 
Hebrews is not talking about if you sin. He 
is  talking about before the sin occurs, when 
this  fiery dart hits the mind, and this 

thought comes in, grace teaches  you to say 
“NO!”. This  is  the time of need.  You need 
to know where to fortress  is  before the war 

erupts.  If your in the middle of the battle 
and you don’t know were safety is your 
going to die, period. Well Christ is the 

fortress.  But to receive this much needed 
grace,  we must approach His throne with 
confidence, and you cannot do this if you 
have doubt, thinking that God is  just 

waiting to smash you down or you have 
some lingering sin that has been expressing 
itself in your flesh.  You have got to know 

that God is for you and not against you. 
But confidence does  not come from being 
confident in ourselves.  But in our High 

Priest. We approach the throne of Grace 
through the blood of Christ. Being fully 
assured that God really was pleased to 
bruise Him, and that He really did make 

an end to sin.  Now by faith we appropriate 
this  portion of God’s nature which is  His 
grace that we so desperately need.

Repent
I would like to say a word to those who 

might be living in sin right now. I would 
like to say to you that there is provision 
made available in Christ. To stop the reign 
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that sin has.  That the sin that dwells  in you 
is  not from God, and can only manifest 
itself when our eyes are removed from 
Jesus or as  Peter says in 2 Peter 1:9 

“forgotten that you were purged from you 
old sins.”  
     If we say that we have fellowship with Him 

and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as 
He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is 

not in us. My little children, I  am writing  these 
things to you so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for those of  the whole world. (1 Jn 1:6-2:2)

This is not an open door to sin.  The 
apostle is  not saying that “when you sin” 
you have an advocate, or “don’t worry you 

have an advocate”, the emphasis is clearly 
stated in verse 1 of the second chapter. I 
am writing so that you may not sin! Christ 

is  a good enough High Priest to not only 

have our sins forgiven but to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. Repentance 

is  a changing of mind,  and it only takes 
one second. Sin is manifest when we 

remove our eyes  from Christ,  the one 
leading us home. “The gate is  small and 
the way is narrow that leads to life” but 

Christ is the way. Whatever the reason for 
the sin is, it is  not worth losing heaven over. 
God has made provision for us to crucify 
the flesh and set our sights on the good 

Shepherd who is leading us home to glory. 

Our high priest can give us the grace that 
we need to overcome the various trials.  We 
have access through our “great high priest” 
to the God of all Grace, who is  gracious in 

nature, and “able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance 

for every good deed.” This scripture in 
Hebrews is not talking about if you sin. He 
is  talking about before the sin occurs, when 

this  fiery dart hits the mind, and this 
thought comes in, grace teaches  you to say 
“NO!”. This  is  the time of need.  You need 
to know where to fortress  is  before the war 

erupts.  If your in the middle of the battle 
and you don’t know were safety is your 
going to die, period. Well Christ is the 

fortress.  But to receive this much needed 
grace,  we must approach His throne with 
confidence, and you cannot do this if you 

have doubt, thinking that God is  just 
waiting to smash you down or you have 
some lingering sin that has been expressing 
itself in your flesh.  You have got to know 

that God is for you and not against you. 
But confidence does  not come from being 
confident in ourselves.  But in our High 

Priest. We approach the throne of Grace 
through the blood of Christ. Being fully 
assured that God really was pleased to 

bruise Him, and that He really did make 
an end to sin.  Now by faith we appropriate 
this  portion of God’s nature which is  His 
grace that we so desperately need.

Looking for that Blessed Hope
We don’t live godly lives because it is the 
right thing to do. Although it is  right. We 

live godly lives because we have our sights 
set on the goal. Or as my text declares, 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the 

glorious  appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Now this  is the 

hope which causes us to live soberly. This 
hope does not disappoint. That we would 
rather as the psalmist said “stand at the 
threshold of the hose of my God than 

dwell in the tents of wickedness.” We can 
say with assurance that we will be with the 
Lord forever. We live the “rest of the time 

in the flesh” viewing it but as  a “vapor” 
anxiously anticipating the coming of our 
lord Jesus Christ. The time when this 

corruptible shall put on incorruptible and 
this  mortality shall put on immortality. We 
wait for the marriage of the Lamb with 
eager anticipation. Now is not the time for 

resting my beloved brethren it is  time to 
make preparations. The lord is  coming 
quickly, and our salvation has  been likened 

unto a race, and it is certainly alright to 
start the race well,  but what matters is  how 
you finish! It doesn’t really matter how you 

start the Boston Marathon if you drop out 
half way through and decide to go eat a 
hot dog and watch the Celtics. No it 
matters  how you finish! This is what the 

Judge is  looking, for the performance at the 
end of the race. I know that there are times 
that the race can be difficult but I 

encourage you now to know that you have 
One that is  running right along with you, 
our Lord Jesus  Christ. Oh brethren the 

prize is worth it, because in the end we 
shall receive the crown of life.  Yet at the 
end we don’t exactly know what we shall 
be, but we do know this; that when He 

appears we shall be like Him for we shall 
see Him just as He is  (1 Jn 3:2).  For the 
grace of God has  appeared, bringing 

salvation to all men, instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the 

present age, looking for the blessed hope 
and the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Christ Jesus.
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. . .THINK ON THESE THINGS

A PROPER EMPHASIS
What should be the thrust of our preaching? 
What are the “main” things? What did the 
apostles preach? What about our Lord Jesus, is 
it true that He spoke more about money than 
anything else? Indeed not. Jesus spoke more 
about His “Father” and “God” than anything 
else! And when the apostles had been sanctified 
in truth and sent to preach the gospel to all 
creation what did this entail? What was their 
message? What spewed forth from their hearts 
and out of their mouths? What was their 
emphasis?

The book of Acts records that the disciples were 
preaching: “through Jesus the resurrection from 
the dead” (4:2), “Jesus Christ” (5:42), “the 
word” (8:4; 11:19; 14:25; 16:6), “Christ” (8:5; 
9:20), “things concerning the kingdom of 
God” (8:12; 20:25; 28:31), “the gospel” (8:25; 
14:7; 14:21; 16:10), “Jesus” (8:35; 17:3; 19:3), 
“peace by Jesus Christ” (10:36), “the Lord 
Jesus” (11:20), “the word of the Lord” (8:25; 
15:35,36), “in the name of Jesus” (9:27), “the 
word of God” (13:5; 17:13), “the forgiveness of 
sins” (13:38), “turn from these vanities unto 
the living God” (14:15); “Jesus and the 
resurrection” (17:18).

There is a stewardship given to us 
concerning our words. Jesus said, “That 
every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof  in the day of  

judgment” (Mt 12:36). The question on 
that day will be “why?”  “Why did you 
say...” “Why, when I opened up a door for 

you to show forth My praises, did you 
speak about...” Or, “Why were you faithful 
in always being ready to give an account 

for the hope that was in you?”
What men speak about is a reflection 

of  what is in their hearts. Jesus said that 
“the tree is known by his fruit” and “out of 

the abundance of  the heart the mouth 
speaketh” and therefore “a good man out 
of  the good treasure of  the heart bringeth 

forth good things: and an evil man out of  
the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things” (Mt 12:33-35). The key in all of  

this is, of  course, for God to “make the 
tree good.”

Those who have been given a new 
heart, a fleshly - malleable - heart, one that 

can receive the things of  God and enlarge, 
will speak about the things of  God. In fact, 
not only are they exhorted to do so, they 

are eager to do so. They can say with 
Jeremiah, “His word was in mine heart as 
a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I 
was weary with forbearing, and I could not 

stay” (Jer 20:9). The apostles experienced 
this as well saying, “For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and 

heard” (Acts 4:20). 
So let the exhortation to all believers 

ring clear, “If  any man speak; let him 

speak as the oracles of  God” (1 Pet 4:11). 
As he does this he will prove himself  to be 
a faithful minister of  what he has been 
given by God and a good steward of  the 

manifold grace of  God (1 Pet 4:10). What 
comes out of  mouth, what we speak, can 
either help people in their walk of  faith or 

hinder them - and both have eternal 
consequences.

Therefore, brethren, “Let no corrupt 

communication proceed out of  your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that is may minister grace unto 
the hearers” (Eph 4:29). With this in mind, 

search the Scriptures and see what is in 
God’s heart - what HE is speaking of, and 
see that Jesus had it right - Jn 5:39.

HOW MANY TIMES DOES THE BIBLE USE THE WORD.. .  (KJV)HOW MANY TIMES DOES THE BIBLE USE THE WORD.. .  (KJV)HOW MANY TIMES DOES THE BIBLE USE THE WORD.. .  (KJV)HOW MANY TIMES DOES THE BIBLE USE THE WORD.. .  (KJV)

God 4468 Judge(d,s), Judging, Judgment 758

Jesus 981 Hell 54

Holy Spirit (Ghost) 97 Heaven 569

Satan, Devil 117 Grace, Gracious 206

Angel, Angels, Angelic 303 Salvation, Save (d,s) 511

Church, Churches 114 Pray (s,ed,er,ers) 545

Life, Live(d,s), Living, Alive 1008 Dead, Death, Dying, Died, Die 1264

IF ANY MAN SPEAK; LET HIM SPEAK AS THE ORACLES OF GOD
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OBSERVING THE TIMES AND SEASONS. . .

Having made known unto us the 
mystery of His will, according to His 
good pleasure, which He hath 
purposed in Himself (Ephesians 1:9) 

I Do Not Want You to be Ignorant Brethren
     Men spend their entire lives wondering what God has planned 

for them. They are often distraught and dissatisfied with their 
current circumstances having lost sight of what God has revealed 
in the Scriptures. God has spoken a great deal about His will. You 

do not have to be ignorant about "God's will for your life". When 
you throw yourself completely into participating in those things 
that God has revealed He desires, you will find yourself in His 

will. 
     Now, while the specific details of your life may not be revealed, 
you will have great peace knowing that God is making your ways 
straight (Prov  3:5-6) and establish your goings (Ps 40:2). After all, 

“we walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7) saying, “If the 
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that” (Jas 4:15).

It is a Mystery That Has Been Made Known
     The will of God has  been made known. Among other things  it 

involves not being “conformed to this  world” but being 
“transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Rom 12:2).  It 
involves you being delivered “from this present evil world” (Gal 
1:4). It involves  you standing “perfect and complete” (Col 4:12). 

The will of God for you is “your sanctification,” specifically, that 
you should “abstain from fornication” (1 Th 4:3).  God's  will for 
you life is  that “in everything” you should “give thanks” (1 Th 

5:18). It is His  will that you should subject yourselves to every 
ordinance of man "that with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of  foolish men" (1 Pet 2:13, 15).

     From the highest view, the will of God is summed up in that 
“He might gather in one all things in Christ” (Eph 1:10).  Jesus is 
at the very heart of the will of God. God’s will primarily deals 
with Him and not you. The Scriptures never speak of “God’s  will 

for your life” but simply,  “the will of God.” The Scriptures speak 
of “His eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus  our 
Lord” (Eph 3:11, NASB). You are more of a benefactor of what 
God is doing in Christ. 

     That being said, God’s will is to bless and save man through 
His  Son. And it is  good to know that God is this way. “He does 
whatever He pleases” (Ps 115:3, NASB) and what He pleases is 

also pleasing to us. For God has determined that in His Son all the 
nations  of earth shall be blessed (Gen 22:18;  Gal 3:16). He is 
carrying out His  will through Jesus  and that will provides all 

believers with obtaining an inheritance far above all measure.
“In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of His own will: that we should be to the praise of His glory, who first 
trusted in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:11-12)

To the End That God May Be Glorified
     The will of  God speaks of  His purpose; what He desires to do 
and is doing. He does not abandon His will in order to please men 
or fix their earthly problems. Instead He is working salvation in 

the midst of  the earth providing a remedy for THE biggest 
problem: sin. He has done this through His Christ by laying upon 
Him the iniquity of  us all (Isa 53:6), making Him to be sin that we 

might be the righteousness of  God in Him (2 Cor 5:21). Thus, our 
Lord has “put away sin by the sacrifice of  Himself ” (Heb 9:26).

“And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.” (2 
Corinthians 5:15)

Now that is God’s will for your life. For “all things are of  God, 
who hath reconciled us to Himself  by Jesus Christ” (2 Cor 5:18). 

And all of  this “to the praise of  His glory” (Eph 1:12, 14). 

He has Told Men What to Do
So, when it comes to your “day to day operations” concerning 
“the will of  God for your life” consider Paul’s words to those of  

Athens:
“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He 
worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He 

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR MY LIFE
by Pat Woods
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OBSERVING THE TIMES AND SEASONS

gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from one blood 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 
determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 
so that they should seek the Lord, in hope that they might grope for Him 
and find Him, though He is not far from each of us; for in Him we live 
and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we are also His offspring.’ Therefore, since we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 

stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly, these times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 
repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has 
given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” (Acts 
17:24-31)

“All men should repent!”  “Seek the Lord!” Instead of  asking what 
God’s will is for your life, you must first get busy doing this.  

“Seek the Lord while He may be found, call 
upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will 
have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7)
Now these are good plans; plans of  peace 
and hope (Jer 29:11).

Suffering

We must partake of  the afflictions of  the 

gospel, and do so without shame (2 Tim 

1:8). In this, we fill up what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions. We do not despair, 

however, instead we glory in that we have 

entered into the fellowship of  His 

sufferings. For it has been given to us, not 

only to believe, but also to suffer for 

Christ’s sake.

Ministry

As priests unto God, our primary ministry 

is to God, secondarily to the saints, and 

lastly to others. In fact, the primary way 

we minister to the saints is BY ministering 

to God. Thus it is written, “by this we 

know that we love the children of  God, 

when we love God, and keep His 

commandments” (1 Jn 5:2). It is our faith 

toward God that comforts the brethren.

Preaching

There is only one God and one way to Him 

- Jesus. With this in mind, there is no need 

to cater (or distort) the gospel for a 

particular demographic of  people. All 

people have the same problem - sin and 

death. And all people have the same 

solution - justification of  life. The rule in 

preaching is this: from that same Scripture 

he preached unto him Jesus (Acts 8:35).

Consider Your Calling
• God calls us higher than we can go 

by ourselves.

• His calling is an “high calling,” an 
“upward call,” a “heavenly calling”

• Ultimately, He calls us to Himself.

Jesus came in the flesh; He came to earth, to direct 
our hearts and minds above the flesh and above the 
earth. He came here to direct our attention there. 
He came to earth to direct our attention 

heavenward...Godward. When He spoke, He spoke 
of  those things which He had seen and heard - 
heavenly things.

“Is He the King of the Jews?”
Is He the Seed of woman, who would crush the serpent’s head (Gen 3:15)?
Is He the Righteous Branch, who would do justice and righteousness (Jer 23:5)?
Is He the Seed of Abraham, in whom the world would be blessed (Gen 22:18; Gal 3:16)?
Is He “the Lord our Righteousness” (Jer 23:6)?
Is He the King of the Jews?
    
Is He the Holy One of Israel, leading the way we should go (Isa 48:17)?
Is He the King of Glory, of whom the psalmist spoke (Ps 24:7-10)?
Is He the Servant of God, who would justify the many (Isa 53:11)?
Is He the One commanded, “rule...in the midst of thine enemies” (Ps 110:2)?
Is He the King of the Jews?

Is He Messiah the Prince, who will finish transgression (Dan 9:24)?
Is He that Prophet, to whom the people will listen (Deut 18:18-19)?
Is He the Root of Jesse, of whom the Gentiles would seek (Isa 11:10)?
Is He the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6)?
Is He the King of the Jews?

And is He the Messenger of the covenant, in whom God delights (Mal 3:1)?
Is He the One appointed to the Gentiles, as a light (Isa 42:6)?
Is He the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in its wings (Mal 4:2)?
I’ll tell you...He IS the King of the Jews and He IS all these things!
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If  They Knew, They Would Ask
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 

‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He 
would have given you living water.” (Jn 4:10, NKJV)
     Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for a drink on that day but only 

because she didn’t ask of  Him. And she didn’t ask of  Him because she 
didn’t know the gift of  God or who Jesus was. This is the same reason 
while people today do not “call upon the name of  the Lord” asking Him 

to provide for them - they do not know what God has to offer and they do 
not know Jesus. But as soon as these two things become clear to a 
person, they will ask. 
     Behold, then, the priority and power of  preaching. Not the act of  

preaching as in the verb tense but the substance of  preaching, that is, the 
message preached. Preaching is what declares to people what this woman 
was ignorant of. Preaching is a declaration of  who Jesus is and what 

He has accomplished in our behalf. Preaching is the power of  God unto 
salvation for all who believe (Rom 1:16-17). When a person believes 
the record that God has given concerning His Son, they will press in to 

know Him and ask of  Him for living water. And when they do, even if  
they lived a life of  wanton pleasure as this woman, He will give them 
this living water that will become in them a well of  water springing up 
to everlasting life. They will seek none other. They will be thoroughly 

satisfied with His provision.
     Lest anyone doubt this, consider the record of  the faithful brethren 
that have gone on before us. When they came to know the gift of  God 

and who Jesus was, they asked for this water. When Peter preached the 
gospel on the day of  Pentecost the people asked him, “What shall we 
do?” (Acts 2:37). When Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch, he asked, 

“Here is water, what prevents me from being baptized? (Acts 8:36) 
When the jailor heard Paul and Silas singing hymns and praising God 
he asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30) When Paul 
met Jesus on the road to Damascus he asked Him, “Lord, what will 

You have me to do?” (Acts 9:6) When each of  these men were told what 
to do, they immediately obliged. Why? Because they perceived who Jesus 
was and what He offered and they wanted it. This was the result of  

Jesus being preached. When Jesus is preached and the hearers perceive 
who He is and what He offers they will ask what to do - they will ask 
Him for living water. Why are people today, like the Samaritan woman, 

not asking these things? Because they do not know Jesus or the gift of  
God. Preach it preacher! Make Him known. Don’t stoop so low as to 
preach about politics or a church or a movement or system of  rules to be 
kept. Preach Jesus! Preach Christ! “Shew forth the praises of  Him who 

hath called you out of  darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9).

GRACE AND PEACE

If You Have His Word, Speak it Faithfully
There is much being said, in our day, that is in blatant 

contradiction to the word of  God. And it is being said by those 
who claim to speak for God. While this does not surprise us 
because Paul warned us of  a time when men our “turn away their 

ears from the truth, and shall be turned to fables” (2 Tim 4:4), we 
must not accept it. Their “mouths must be stopped” (Tit 1:11) and 
the truth must be proclaimed. The problem is that those who have 

nothing to say are saying a lot and those who have something to 
say are saying little. The word given to Jeremiah is appropriate in 
such a circumstance.

“I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in My name, 
saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed.’ How long shall this be in the 
heart of  the prophets that prophesy lies? Yea, they are prophets of  the 
deceit of  their own heart; which think to cause my people to forget My 

name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbor, as their 
fathers have forgotten My name for Baal. The prophet that hath a 
dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath My word, let him speak 

My word faithfully. What is the chaff  to the wheat? saith the Lord. 
(Jeremiah 23:25-28)

There is much need for the people whom the Lord has 

taught, those who have once been enlightened, to be faithful 
stewards of  the word that was given them. They must speak up 
and declare the truth in love. If  they have His word, let them 
speak His word faithfully. Then the lies of  the false prophets will 

be manifest as chaff  among wheat. For the best way to identify a 
counterfeit is to see it next to the real thing. May God give grace 
to the faithful to speak the word of  God with boldness.

Statement of  Purpose
It is our desire to preach Jesus. We want to see Him high and 

lifted up. Our purpose is to declare the Son of  God, the salvation 
of  God, the ways of  God through the word of  God. The purpose 
of  this magazine is to preach the gospel through writing.

We have chosen the name “Mountain Top Magazine” for 
spiritual reasons, not topographical reasons. (We live by the 
Delaware beaches and our biggest “mountain” is actually a sand 

dune.) We desire to share with others that which we have seen and 
heard while on the “Mountain Top” with God. By dwelling in 
heavenly places and walking about Mount Zion, God will show 

His people many precious things. This magazine will serve as a 
report of  those things which He has shown us. And that which we 
have received from the Lord, we will declare unto you.


